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such as thoso we have cited, of
ghowing that the leviathan must he
something else than a crocodile.
difficulty irom this source ig obviated
by the explanation which has just been
given; and we can, without any doubt
ormisgiving from other texts, conclude

. that the word does linre denote a cro-
codile.  Those gererally who have
queslioned this, conceived that it must
be a whale, not becau<e they denied
that the present passage more obvi-
ously refers to the crocodile, bLut be-

“cause they perceived that in some
other places, where the name occurs,
the whale was more clearly denoted,
and thought that, therzfore, it must
‘bear the @nume meaning in this place,
—From Dr. Kitto's Daily Illustra-
'tion, Evening Series, pp. 259, 263,

Devii Worship in Ceylon.

We extract the following from the Un:ted
Presbr*rrian Juvemla Magazine, commun.
cated to that monthly, by Mr. John Mur-
doch, dated Kandy, Feb. 11, 1852, M-
Murdoeh, we presume, 13 a printer, the youny
people of Edinburgh have sent out and support
i the Jandable work of enlightening the nopn-
lation by the press, who from time o time
gives ar aceor L of the wurk 1n which hie s
engaged.  The following, he says, in wriuing
to us frende, are the next three books to be
publshcd at your cxpense :—

First,—An Account of Angela  Accord.

ing 10 the Singhalese, there are 330 m-lhone
of gods, demi‘gods, and devis,  “Pney sup

pose every mountam and rock, every juugie,
and cave, Lo be tenanted by malignant spinits,

: i
1 wnom they ascribe sickness and other dis-

tresses.  Every largc tree is the abade of a
femor, whouse wrath would be incurred by any
altempt to 1jure 1. A fuw years agn, nnn:y
v of the primeval forests, which clad to the
summits the mountains of Ceylon, were cut
down by European planters to form coffee
estates, 'The natives atBrined that the unhap.
py eprits, thus dislodged fiom ther favorite
retreats, roamed warhng threagh the count-y,
vowing vengeance aganst the white man, who,
4 wag predicted, would soon fali vicims (e
ther rage. T their surpnse, howeser, the
snucipations of the people have not heen re.
alied, and the first scitler, although ever and
apon engaged n e wnrk of destruction,
travels ebout uninjured n spite of the hatred
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Ally

of the demons.  Although the Singhaleso live |

under the continual apprehension lest these

evil spinits shiould anflict on them some tem-

poral calamity, thev do not suppose that they

tempt them to commit sin; instead of resisting |

them, depending upon God's help, they strive

to prominate them by coatly ceremomes. These

arc performed by a class of men called devile

priests.  ‘They decewe the rnorant people 1n

various waya. The Singhulese believe that

i the death of an enemv mav be caused in the |

yfdiowiner man v, A smadl unage 1s made, :

, prerced with nais, to represent the individual

whose v <'ruction i rought ; cortmin charms

are repected. after which 1t s bucied, and '

should the ahject of thewr hatred chanece to

atep over at, he s attacked by a lingering dis. -

cave, and p.nes awny till Iife is extinet.  Oe.

cavionmily, when a devil-priest is called to at.

tend n micx man, he tells h'm thet some one,

: from malicious motives, has had thie ceremany

1 performed, but he offcrs for a large sum to find

out the charm, and cause the unpending evil

< to return upon the head of 1ts contniver, This

, proposal 1e cagerlvy accepted, and great pre-

" parations are made.  ‘The devil-priest, having

" previvusly concenled a small image, uses many

. incantatione, pretends to be inspired, and while

, under the afflatue, orders the people o dig at
a certain pluce. T'hov domo; andlo! the :
source of all the mischief is discovered. The

i devil-priest 18 praised to the skies, and departe
loaded with presents,

! At other imes the devil-pricst pretends by

! hia charms to expel the demonr who has caus-
ed the dircase, A promse 18 made at first

Ponly ta depart for a few momths.  With this

. the dewil.prieatia notsatisfied ; he repeats more

i powerful charms, und the evii spirit engages

. not to moleat the person for sume years. The
prieat, however, again mutters hir spells, and

i the demon s reluetantly ohliged to agree to

| leave the sick man for cver.  T'he davil-priest '

‘ demands a #1zn that he will koep his word ;
and the vangnished spirit promeses, when go.
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g away, to break the branch of a certain
tree. The devil-pr <at bide the people exam-
ime whether the pledge has been kepi.  They
ranon Lste, and find the broken bough—the
inference 1s unguestionable, the magicran has

j trumphed, who can doubt his mizhty power ?
1 Ot eourse the devil.priest hunself  broke the

!' branch horore the ceremony commenced. ,
i The Singhaicee i their folly 1magine they
‘can deceive the demons.  An offigy of the
 sick man whose cure 18 scaght, s made of
clay.  Under tne pretence that the person s
dvad, a wreat eutery s rased, and with much
lamentation the image 18 taiken to the jungle
and buried.  The evil spint, thinking that his
nhiect has been accomplished, veturns no more,
T $¥¢ usk the people it tiey suppose the devil to
! be more stup:d than a crow, for even that bird
knows the difference betwen a corpse und a
picce of clay.

Many of the native doctors are the chief
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