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bis bcst fricnds %vcrc thosc %vithi whom lie lino li difer-
cuces and liad settled them iii the way thcn prcvatent-in
a ring of serions spcctntors.

la Illinois Linîcoln first mai-ingcd the businecss of a
mercliant named Offutt. There nrc one or two little
instances rcmcimbcrcd of iîn berc. IlOnîce, after hie bnd
sold a îvoman a tittUc bitl of geoods and rccc,,,cd the mone),
lic fonnd e'n looking ovcr thc acconîît agalin that: shc lînd
given Min six aîîd n qnnrtcr cents too mucti. The nioney
burncd in iihi haîîds nmtil hie lockced the shop and startcd
on n %val), of sevcral miles iii the night to makec restitution
before lie slept. On another occasion, aftcr weighingind
dclivering a ponind of tea, lie fêtnnd a smnll weiglit o-î the
scales. lic imnncdiatcly wciglicd ont thie quantity of tca
of which hlielîad innoccntly dcfraudcd bis custoraer anîd
îvent in searcli of lier, lus senisitive conscience not per-
mâttin- any delay. To show that thic voung- mcrclant
%vas îîet too good for this %world, niuotlier incident is giveii.
A rural bully lîaviîîg madc limîscif cspccially offensive
one day, îî'lîn a wvomnn îvas present. by loud profnity,
Lincoln rcqnestcd lîim to bc sileîît. Thîis ivas, of course,
a cause o.' war and the young clerk, was forced to folloîî'
the inccnscd ruffian into, the strect, whicre the combat wns
of short duration. Lincoln thrcv' liini at once to the
ground, and gatliering a lianîdfnl of dog(,-fctiîncl, %vith wilicli
the roadsidc w~as pi-ntiftilly bordcred, lie rubbcd the
ruffian's face and cyes; %itlî it until lie liowlIed for nicrcy.
Ho dWi -not lioîl in vain, for the placable ginnt, Mien ]lis
discipline was flnislied, brouglit wvater to baîlue tic culprit's
smarting face, and doubtlcss improved the occasion %vith
qnnint admonition."

A fewv such passages-at-arms as tlîis gave Lincoln great
prestige, but lie used it mainly iii the office of peaýicni.nker,
whicli smon devolvcd upon lii by gencral consent.

In the lîudian Canir Jk'n, kniovn as tic Black- Hiawk-
War, Linîcoln %%as prcsý1.;t as a private and as au officer,
but saw no real action. On1 Ilis rcturnl ini 1832 hec wa's a1
candidate for thîe Legislature,and boere beg-iîîs bis political
life, w'bicli wvas tus clement, aiid iii wlih lie woni bis
grcatest triumplis.

1-1 is iddress te thîe electors, " rcmarkablc for ils sober-
iess nid reservo," %vinds up ithili e followiîig %vords:

"lUpou tlîc snbjccts of whlicli 1 have trcntcd, 1 have
spolcn as 1 have thouglit. I mnay bc ivreng iii regard to
an>' or ail of tlhcm ; -but holding it a sounid maxiim thai it
is botter only sometimes te bo riglit Ilian at ail lianes
wrong, so soon as 1 discover my opinions to bc erroneous,
1 shalh renounce tlîcm. - . Evcry mani is said te have
luis pecutiar ambition. Wlietlcr il bo truc or nol, 1 can
say for omie, thiat 1 have no otiier so grcat as tliat of bcing
truly cstececd of nay fcllowv-inen, by rendering uxyseif
%vortliy of thecir csteeni. . . 1 %vas born and have ever
rcmaincd iii tlîc most humblu walks of lifo. 1 have uuo
îvcaltliy or powerfut fricnds terccem-menidm mc . And
if the good people in thecir %visdomn shial sec fit 10 kcip nie

iii the backgcronnid, I have becui Ioo famiiliar %witli disap.
poisitinents le be veiy înuch ctîa-grinied."

Liîîcolîî's speeches îvere clîaractcriz.:d by great good
sense, atue. bis tmatîner of presenîing biis ideas wvas as
intèrcsting ns it %vas original. Nonle of the friglit of the
begýinnier %vas observable about lîini. Often before luis
lic liad discussed political questionis frin the top of anl
upturnced k-cg, and se felt cornparativcly aI ]lis case tiponî
a platferm. As an inistance of ]lis self-possession, il is ~
relnîcd fliaI once, wvhile spcaking lie saw a ruffilin attack a
frirnd of bis, and noticing thaI his fricnd îvas oecrmacied,
lic stcppèd doivn fron thie stnîd, and takzing thc el bjec-
tionable fighîting main" by the ncck, Ilîtlrcw him some ten
feel," dieu quictly moninted te blis place and continucd lus
speech. Iie %vas unsucccssrul in h~is flrst cn.nvass--tlhe
only limei in lis lifé that lie îvns unsýuccessful in a conlest
before thue peopte-but hoe made mniy îvarni friends and
received tlîe unanimous support cf lî;s ouvn nicigylîbcnrlio3,
a proof of the atalmiland confidence wvhich his genial
aîîd uiprighl character liad inspired ameng thiose wlio kncew
him best.

He îvas no%% Merchiant, Post-mnstcr and Survcyor by
turns. Tliç pcriod spen' iii the flrst cf tlîese occupations
was reniarknblc, chicfly on accounit of tlîo aniunt of legni
rcadiîîg Lincoln nnagcd te accomplislî; tic business
provcd a failure, -and riaF abandoîîcd ivitli loss. For a
short limie il is probable hoe îork-ed Ilaround," but lus
hearty friendlincss and vivacity, as îvell ns ]lus industry,
made lîim welcoec evcr>'whliere. Thîe saine ycar lic %vas
appoint cd post-master, but Ibis position was net long
rctaincd, tlie office being closcd. Tliere is ene incidenit,
lhowevcr, %vhicli is reincmibered and wthich is characteristic
of Linîcolnî: Il Several yecars Inter, Mvien lie îvas a practisimg
lawycr, an agent of the Post Office Deparîmecnt called
tipon biuni auîd nskcd for a balance duc frei thec Ncu'
Salem Office, seme sevenleecn dollars. Lincoln rose, and
opcning a littho trunk %vhicli lay iii the corner of the room,
toek, frem it a Cotton mag iii îvicl î'as lied up) thîe ract
sum rcquircd. Il ncver use any man's nuoncy but rny
o%%wn,' hoe quictly rcmarkcd." lIn the business of Surveyor
lie %vas vcry succcssfuh,.iind eîîhargcd luis circle of frieuîds.
It scemcd that cvcry acquaiîtnîcc lic made became lus
fricnd. IlTiiere seem-ed teo ne limait te, bis pepularity
nor te lus aptitude, iii the opinion of lus admirers. lie
%vns continually call."d upou te act iii the niesî incongrnuls
capacitios." lie wa. judgc at herse races, and ait disputes
on aliy imaginable nialter wverc breught te him for decisien.
"1-is native tact anid humour wec invaluable in luis îverk

as pea.ccmaikcr and his enortneus phiysicat sîrcngth, whicli,
lic alwvays used i'ith a magnnnimity rare amouîg giants,
placed lus off-linnd decrecs bcyeiid thie rcach of cou-
temptueus questionl. Hoe liad growni up oui tle frontier,
tlie utniosî fringe of civilization, yct lio %vas gcntle and
clean of speech, ininocent of. blaspliemy or scandaI. Anîd
thc nost iceuti ruffians ef tlîc place teck, a pride anI
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