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produce protractcd mental agony. This being the case, we can easily

imagine a possible tendency to doubt the infinite kindness and love of that

God who deals with us in such a miysterious manner. And as a mnatter of

fact this is a formi of scepticism which we frequently observe. We have

known people to haveu been animiatcd with sentiments of harbhneuss and

vindictiveness towards the Divine I3eing, because their condition and circumn-

stances were iiot according to their iiking, and because they wvere visited with

trials wvhich seemned to ignore their tenderest affections. And it miust be

adm-itted that what hias occisioned unconcealed and aggressiveantagonism on

the part of sonie has causud Iperplt:\ity to the very best of men It is often-

timnes quite imipossible to undcrstand wvhy a blessing that 'vas enjoyed in the

spirit of gratitude sliould be taken away; or why an affectionate relationship

that wvas productive of so inuch happiness should be disturbed ; or wvhy a life

that wvas consecrated to God and humnanity shouid be eut short in the midst

of its usefulness. These are problems wvhich we are not %vise enough to solve.

They confront us as mysteries, and we do flot possess the key of knowledge

to lead us to a full comiprehension of tlieir nieaning and purpose. But still

wéý. a;c not in absolute ignorance concerning these things. While ive must lie

content to wvaît in patience until the grander revelations of the eternal wvorld

uinfold the philosophy of hunian experience in ail its varied details, (;oüd hns

given us a very considerable revelation already.

WXhat, then, is the revcaled purpose of life? What is God's design in

de.aling with us? In ianipulatilig and arranging our surrounidings and

circuinstances and afTairs, whiat is His abject? Is His main design that we'

should hiave a real good tinte and live in a perpetual round of enjoyrnent ?

No -that is flot the divine ainm which attaches to us at ail. It is something

infinitely ighler and better. What God contemplates and esteemis nmost highly

is the building up of a holy lifc; the develogment of moral and spiritual

nianhood and wonanhood : the increase of love to God, and the perfection

of trut, ùi Hlm. Christian character, a huait and life kept urispotted froin

the world, t/ucit is the niost valuable thing in the possession of man; that is

the higliest possible objcct, of human ambition and attainmient; butter than

pleasure lu unlirnited quantity; better than ail the earthly joys of ail mnankind

concentrated into one life; better than rich'ýs in endless profusion ; butter

than influence and prestige and social ernence; bettui than antiythlilg else

witini the wide circle cif humlan aspiration. Christian character is sonmething
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