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ycs 1 the ycar is growing old,
And Ilit cyte i paie ianîd bIeaCr'g

Deaîli, %viîlî froiy liandn andi cold,
Plucks Ille oI I na»l by hIe beard,

Sorcly,-Sorcly

Si-TIçG hiere i v the %vindow, watclîing the laughing
crystal flakes thai wliirl and (lance outside, almost irrcsist-
ably we sec the ision of Anicrica's belovet] songster start
up upon our pae.Winter vacantion is at hand. A few
hours at most and the dorinitories will be closad, ansi tie
ciass rooms desurteil, an(i Ille corridors lîusiîcd in silence.
Hcavîng a sighi of relief, thc toil-worn sttudent cincrgcs
fromn a stiff acaclendc atmosphcre, buys a railwvay ticket,
and spccds away home. Mien, as tic train dasbcs along
througbi fields or snow, uliouglit runs apace, and in retro-
spective reverie hc recalis the eventfil scenes througli
wçhich lie lias but iately passed. If amid ail thcsc proiific
reminiscences, or amid ail tic bustiing festivities of the
scason, thc cye of somc faithrui reader is iured to this
particular part Of the JOURNAL, Mîay it find liere thie hCarty
%vish of editors and mianagers,

THE MISSIOS'ARY 11ROILENM.ACANADIAN interseminary missionary association
lias bccn successfülly organized in Toronto, and

%ve undcrstand iliat steps will be taken to indnîcc the
various tlîcological colle-es iii Montreal to co-operate.
rhcre wvonic seucm to bc littie if any difliculty in bringing
about sucli a rcsult, especiallv wlien it is rcmenîbcred tîjat
during the past terri the attention or tliose studying for
the rninistry lias been directcd witlî nnusual empliasis to
the dlaims of tiîc foreign field. Tihesec daims are cquaily
pressing un cvery body of tie umiversal churcli, andi aftcr
ail form the only practicabie basis on %vhiclî ma), be con-
surmaited that Chîristian unity, so devoutiy to bc wishced
for. Indecd, the spirit of brotherlîood, tiîat alrcady per-
vades the cvangciical dcnorninations, is sinîpiy one of the
reflex benefits of missions. WVlen wc go abroad and

travel in strange lands, we instinctively feel friendly to
one of our owîî towvnsnien wvhoma we chance to meet, and
thus even persons who live next door in Montreal rnay
become acqtnainted, perhaps for tlîc first time, wililst
roatning the strects of London or Paris. In the samne way
the missionaries of the various denominations are drawn.
to one anotlier by thecir common Christianity in the midst
of heatlîenism, ani have greater cause and desire (or
union than exist at home. It is manifestiy itting that the
future nainisters andI missionaries of tie ciiurch shouîd,
during the time tîîcy are preparing for tlîeir life wvork,
band themnsclvcs together for tie ptirpose of discussing
and furthering the grcat cause in whici people are to-day
more interested than ever. It is to bc hopcd that the
organization of sucb a society may be instrumental in
lcading flot a few of us to an iîonest consideration of the
wlîole snîbject of missions, and tiîat, as a direct suutcomc,
a great army of able and %viiiing missionaries may soon
issue from our sclîools of lie propliets. Just now, there
is a mi-lîty cry for voîtinteers. Dr. Pierson, wlîo bas for
a long time calinly and tlîorouguîly bcen making' calcula-
tiotîs, beiievcs it possible to evangelize the world within,
the rîext ttvnti. >'cars ; but in order to do this, there must
bc ten tlnousand more missionaries tiîan at preserit, and at
least fifty millions of dollars niust bc put annuaily into the
Lord's treasury. Thiis is by no means an exorbitant
demiand, coîîsidering tue vast resources that are used for
imfproper purposes eveîî by nominal Clîristians. Statistics
mighit bc startling in this connection, for only one haif of
ail the churelies in Christendom contribute anytlîing for
forcign missions. The average amount given Uv each,
communicant is fifty cents per anntim, andi in sonne
w~ealtlîy localities it is even as low as twenty.five cents.
Thîini, of it 1 Twcnty-ive or fifty cents a year for the con-
version of a tîîousand millions of hecathens!1 If the world
is ever to Uc won for Christ, thene must bc a wide-sprcad
awakening of Christians to a sense of duty and privilege
iii tic matter or liberal giving. As for the missionaries
tiiemselves, wc have no doubt but that thcy %will be forth-
coming. Tliere are and aiways have been a large number
of yoting mien willing, nay anxiotis, to Jay themselves on
tic altar, bunt owing to a iack of funds in tue treasury, their
intention is too oftcn defeatcd. There are more than one
in tlîis vcry institution who, to our certain knowledge,
have the foreign ficld in vicw, anti are even incurringconi-
siderabie expense in fitting thenaselves for that %work; it
remnains to be scen whetiîer in dluc tmme the church wvill be
in a position to acccpt their services. Tlîe fact is that any-
onc. wlîo gives the snnbjcct an lionest consideration, must
acknowicdgc tue priority of the missionary claimis, andi,
aicknowiediging it, tliere should neyer bc a dcartlî of
laborcrs. Weil %vere it if ail mcn could be broughit to
realize the surpassing grandeur of the office of thnt nin
wvho cardes the iight to thcmn that sit in darkncss and in
the region and shadow of death. WVhat tlîough h;ardships


