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ho far-off binder, already at work.  Tha houses and their surround.
ings hero give the idea of being merely dwelling places: comfort and
tasto in arrangement do not secmn to bo desired. After going directly
north for some {ime we turn to the left aud pass the famous farm.of
Mr. Szndison, which is often called the C. P. R.farm.  We have all
seen pictures of this place represeuting a harvest scene with tunumer.
able binders in perspective oue behind the other.  The picture here
represented, and oxhibited by the Canadian Pacific Railway, is all
too bright. They do not publish the fact that even this farm, this
wonderful object-lesson of what the settler can do, has failed and the
owner become bankrupt. Our journey, however, was made during a
prospcrous season, and the sight of these vast ficlds of grain was cer-
tairly enough to fire the imagination of a traveller from our Proviuce.
Some of these fields contain cach a squsre mile of grain 7n one un.
broken sweep, a simple trail beiug the only division between them.
As we travel farther still from the town the proportion of prosperous
settlers grows smaller.  We now and then sec the bachelor's dwelling
(well-named shanty), where the bachelor, after his long lonely day's
work-with his oxen comes * home™ to his supper of stale bread and
water and his bed of straw. Such is the daily life for yesrs of many
who avail themselves of the glorious opportunity of taking one of the
frec farms or homesteads which are 80 often flung at us through the
C. P. R. literature.  ¥ere the farms become fewer and the country
more monotonous, s low ridge on our right scen.mg to take from the
appearance of the scenery. rather than add toit.  No rocks. fences,
or trees even here to break the wide sweep of the landscape: the only
gloryis thesky. If the ancients had lived here they would have
wosshipped the xky: forit is cver awc inspiring, whether with its
broad blae, with different colored clonds tossing snd stroggling to-
gether as they arc hurried madly who knows where, or with its bril.
liant cver-changing sunset which fascinates the bebolder unti! the
Iast rays have faded away and ho is called to himsell by the chill
night breezo which arises and the lowenng shadows which bid him
hasten to regain the train, ere it be too lote.

After our long zalk we are glad to rexch at-last the farm-house
which is o shelter cr during our stay in Manitaba ; and we zre more
than satisfied with onr unceremoniocs t ¢ hearty welcome.  We are
near the banks of the Little Saskatchewan, which with its deep wal.
lex, green shrobs, and small trees, forms 2 delightful contrast to the
surrounding scenery.  The farm-house i plain and unattractive
enough, both in<ide and ous, and consists of a kitchen and bed-room
downstairs and a loft above. In this place nine of us spent many
bicsk cold days while oar Oatario friends had not ye! quite given up
their straw hats ot boating-trips.  Nevertheless, we were a jolly
houschold, and made the most of the uneventful days which . accced.
od. If rain came. onc of the boys, gencrally our leader, saudled the
broncho and started oo a weok's vikit to srome friends who lived s
half-day's ride away. There was nothing then for nus to do dat sit on
our bodateads in the loft, and shoot at the knots in the opposite wall
with a smallrific.  YWe had 50 moch of this target practice that wo
were proficient enough to drive nails before the rainy scason ended.

After the grain was all cat and stooked we struck our tents—op
to speak more definitely, we placed our goode and chattcls on & store-
boat, and transferred them by mueans of a2 gentle broacho to another

farm some miles east.  Here we found things in a  more prosperous
crditiva: ths owner had ueon ten successful years come and go,
£till he

spared neither man nor beast daring harvest-time; for his own day's

bringing wcreased comforts, buildings, and morns land.

work was m21sured by tho sun, and any unwilling to follow his ex-
amnple were not f>rtunate in dealing with him.  Qur work here was
pitshing and «asking, anl we pitcted for three weeks withouta
break, three of us harvesung the gramn off one  hundred and cighty
a:ros—and Muntoba wheat too, How our backs and arms ached
when Satarday mght came, —swoet Saturday mght—and how glad we
were oa Saalay :hat this was a geun facm, aad not a mixed or dsiry
Each day was like the other.  We started to the fields after
breakfast withour dinnerand tea 1na box. Attieelveo'clock we stopped
0~ gat a bite o truck;” orsometimes the welcome announcement

farm.

that 1t was * time to chew ” greeted our ears.  In less than half an
pour we were a1t agan, working hard to complete the first stack
whichy we had started in the morming.  Our tea, taken about five
o clock, was over 1n fiftcen mmutes, and before our Iast mouthful had
bzan masticated, we had graspad our forks and were working agaiy
Wo generally reached the hoase when it was quite dark; and got
through with our work in time to enjoy a short talk before the fire
ere bad-time, which came usue toosoon.  After all the grain was
stacked came the season of threshing. But before this was over the
days grew mue  shorter, the evenings and mornings quite ocold, and
sometiwmes & Jight fall of snow reminded one of the iron graspof win-
ter which was soon 0 hold that vast country in its clutches.  After
the threshing is done the year's wark is completed, with the exception
of some fall plowing. All that is then necessary is thedrawing of the
grain to the nearest shipping point, and this wark is often protracted
far into the winter.

This sojouru on the prairic gave ar a better insi.ght. into thic con.
dition o= Ya* .ohw than a much more extended visit in any of the
towns would have done.  We sarw that the country is prosperous ang
has 3 great future, withont being what agents and other interested
pereons claim for ie.  The hardy, hard working man who wishes to
better his condition or the faimer of small meant who does not suc-
cced here for lack of aapital, can do no better than go West.  Butin
mauy cases where one is doing fxirly well, it wonld be folly to leave
{riends, surroandings, and cveryihing, to venture into the unknown
wilds; as many have learned to their cost.  ~¥ hope a word of advice
will be pardoned,  If this meets the eye of any onc who contemplates
making hix home in the West, let him not invest in any way uatil

after an extended sojourn in the country ; for while manya Manitobn.

farmer wonld change his lot for 120 one here, others would return to.
day if they had the wherewithal to come.

MarR Tarexr.
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A catalogue of the 1,750,000 books in the libraty of the Britith
Museam is about completed.  The work of cataloging has beea 3o
tively carriod on nco 1831, Twenty-three volames aro filled by the
titles beginning with the letter A, and 85 with those beginning with
theletter B.  The entire catalogue will conxist of 600 volomes.—Ezx.
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