
P LE AS A Lý i LS

IDoor boy at Bauliibel-g's," w as the brief anssver.

At anotlier tilla e honiglit have reseitod beiîîg

called a chluld, but to-niglit lie xvas toi) tired. Bc-

sides, bis titro-at aciied, aud tiere xvas a queer,

bleavy feeling about lis lîc'td. It liadi been liard

work to pusîl tlîat lîoavy door to antd f ro for the

croxvds of Chtristnmas shoppors ahl day long. le
bad eltiverect and fluslaed alterttatoly between the

keen xvjnter wiîîds and the bitîst of lienct frotta the

great steain-radiator at bis back, and nosx it svas

afteî' ton o'cloek. Sinali xvonîler titat CIitristin-s-

tinate lord no glati tiduîtgs for li»>i

Tbe busliy, gray evelu'ows froxviet oîttiîoueiy ns

the titird question was trsked "Ilow tïtuch do

they pay y ou'? "

"Two dollars a welr."

"And you live on titat 1"

"Motiier gets sexving sonaetiuaes whien slîe's well

enouglit ) auJ tîten tue car swvng arourid a cirele,

aîîd Arthtur reaclied ujp, ciizzily, to pull the strap.

Ile lîcard a niuttert'd soitîeting about Il Society

for Pres'ettion of Crueity to Cliilllen,'ý anti it sur-

prised lima a littie to iîid liiself cai'eftilis' assisted

dosvn the slippîery stop and across to the sidewalk

Ilwhici xvay ? i

The questions were alnîost as short new as

Artbur's aisxvers biad been.

'lDown Southt C,> lio said, cliuging te buis new

friend witli a stiange sense of conifidenice and pro-

tection ; anti yet, a few utoinents Iater, wliîu the

littie tuinble down btouse svas reacied, hie would

baive been iliclitted to tltink lie hall fallen asleep ia

the car tand dreained it ail, but for the fact of a big

silver dollar tîtat certaiîîiy lîad not been in lus

pocket w bon lie ieft tue store.

The broad corridors of the Patent Office re-eclîoed

the busy Ituin of w ork. Down in the uxtai-roona

tbe gieat pilies of letters xvee boing soi-ted and dis-

tributed ; busy Inieqsngers wero rurnng te and

fro up auJ down the niarbie staircases -young nisen

betat over long tabtles aid iaîde queer rlraw'iiags of

vhieeis auJ spikes antî odlîllookiiag iaciiteiy ; type-

wrîiteî-s cliichd iniduîstriously tiirougît Ispeci liea-

tuons " anad Il aniendînetîts ";anti iiuidrois rtf pens

scratclied untiriui gl v ove r pattenit-bonýd blanks amnd

books of recordl. It 'vas Chîristmîas Eve, anti te-

niorrow wouid be a lholiday.

Outsiîlo ln the corridor more than eue mani

waited an audlience xviti the cotunaiissioner, but Dr.

Baker lieUd lus place resoiuteiy. IlI tell you, M\r.

Coiîiiiti.simier," hoe vas sayin>î " tiiat 1 uuîtoud to

have a ('liristias gift front the Governinent befoî'e

1 beave titis builinîg, 50 yoo miglit as weli give nie

witat I. want irst as l-rst."

The conuniseloîter iauglied.

"laie it easy, hiîker You cau't expect to

ios e tue ivIs of Goverîtinent with ene littie

sîtose. \Ve catît do tltitgs ina sud> a liurry ;but

Fil see about it."

Il Oh vos- tie first vacancy ; 1 know wltat 'see-

îuîg about it ' menus. No, sir'; 1 xvaît a liessenger s

commiîussionî to ttrke os or to the sc-cr-etaryý for sign-

ing at once, if yen pieuse. Proniote soiitebody if

ytau eaii't gîxe oIlle tue place anly otite> xvay."

-Nir. Cotiiiesiotaîr I auglted agaiia. Perhtaps lie

too feit Citristîias itu hie bttes.

IIf thtere's uao etîter way of -etting rid of you, 1

suppose 1 iiuoat," lie said. Il W\eil, have yotir osvi

way, but, toix chances to onîe, l'il have tut disîtiis.

liii»i l)foro lîe's been in a iltiitla. it's riskv bîtsi.

ness tnking a boy in eut of the street after. tuai

fasition."

Il'Il answor for liii»>," repiieci Dr. Baker gravelv

auJ wvent bis way wsitlî the coyote4 slip of palier.

He stopped at Baumiberg's titat after>iooîa, lic

:,obron-eedsatl-ftcod little boy stoocl beiiti

____ Scretary." tlae differe.t soeieties. But it le not a cast-"0 '

Is it really true 'i " lie gasped, sittin, up i>n bed systen, to whîch ail aîhiliatinçrbiag e niust ad"I'

and clutcbîng the pliper witil feverisli, trernbiing thernselves. I f your society is purely a "praYi>l

bands. Il Oh, inother, God tloesni't forget, after Lll." bond," devoted witi entire conseeration to striet

The doctoî 's eyes twiîiied svitlî a suspicious reIiglous work, it bas ju t te satu .ights the

gleanu St> 'nu tîtouglit lio fcargt,t did x ou IrFe Epw'ortli LeaiaQu as titit baittî w'hicb adds Wo

tliougclit so once or t\ ice unV (eif, but I've lived a religious atiiit x tli tsi social and iiterary pursoî

.0o many moure veai in l titis m o-Id t1itan vou lias e svli sliould g tow ont of spiritual strength si
iny boy, and 1 know lie aiw ays reietubers in bis sîtould thienîsels s cou t> ibute to the fellowslIP

0w>> ''ood tillue.'' te Cbîîirih aliîd iltu i ii pr1 ovellieut of its IltiO>

Tlîree bundred and sixty dollars!I It seerned to s'l ,i p. Till social and iitprary departrnents are,

Mrs. Paliner tbat tlie age of miracles was not yc't indispens.,able, but iu niost cases thev wvjl1 be foi'

past. \Vas this any less woîîderfui titan thte a lielpful addition to the religions ok

the plate-glass dJont' afrcllfriJvuisetpti
xvboii the casî's of lite îiid net su ciii te weidg 1 >

lîeax'ily, liled the posi tiona intietad. lFor a îluiiît

the cloctor patiseri, w'uiiderîii 4 if lie lind itîe a

tîtistake, and lus busiiy eyebirtt s. kuit w iii aul ex-

press;ion of atovaiace.

\Vliere je -Attirai tner i " lie asis ti gî'ufly.

"Donnio !" The lit tic daîrl.et'eo Iiited a turneci-

ut ose anrd a pi>' of apet ,ti t' Nes tossard bis

qtiestioiaer. ''Sick, I rickon. is e 'ot luis place,
auaylow.

"Keep it, then," saiti tbe rînctor iinpatioutly,

rald mîuclu goodl >îav it do voit ''sitli wieili lit'

stiocle ouit jîtto the ,stre'tt tgaiti rald itiade his wity

rapidly tnvariti te avnitue.

'Tle suî'gîîî crowsd at thte corner larouglit liuni to

a sudden hiait, ranchi to lus diý-otîtitutre, lie corild
not see xvli Pax & Co.'s witîuos s liltl alw'ays be

titrogecl. l)ic acil the w on'1 rot sviid o» the ques-

tin of clotîtes ? As if iii aisîver te titis ttî

Cliristitas like taoruglît, a si'aitt;riiiii etretcec

out co>ttiing anis te cal attînitioti te tue red-

ticketeci ove'coitt it wiî>'c.

"Oily six dollass " saiti tîte clocto>', frowuia..

agraui. 'l I xvorder lîoxs loiag it wouid tako te tutud
a clerk te xvait o1 lite ?'

lii thte lttle tuiîle clulun bou,îse on South C stret

Arthtur bail tossed aîîd turîîî't ota a sicibcd ail

day, wbiie hie muttiler 5at. oe oa< liattufitl of tic',
stitclîing sitlî tired tiîîgers, and < î wonditci, t>gow it

wouild be possiblîe for tteti t o lix e if titis clay's ill

ness shltotd rc'tly ceet Arthaur itis ptlace.

1I tiik Goti fe gc'ts," satid Ar'thur bitterly.

"Everybody else does, h. ktttasv."

lis inîothri sigliofi. Site ardly knexv hîow te ho

bopeful lersoîf, but jt auî't lier- te knosv the cIiild's

bitte>' feeiîa. "The xvidoîv's cr'us(, was filledi," she

sald sieovly, l'andl the rasons fecl El ijali-No,

Arthur ; GoJ neye>' forgets, but sotutetitties it seetîts

long te M'atit."

Ai-i just then--sud> thîiîgs do luappen jn real

life once iii a sviile-tlie jii-iit ohl Itîli rang, andt

Mis. Publier opeiiedc tlit, dotuO'V titi
1 a modern,

edition of sauntat Clcus standing tieiels blslay

gr'ay liai> posx'terei xsiith saosv, Ilus keea Oe Os

twiiiîgfro'.tilx , aiti 4ictlitg vet'v atious te <,et

nid ef tue big Ituiit' lic' hlîd iii hie aius. It svas

like a fait, -tale, Arttu>' stid ; lt faities ia olclen

tintes titI tnt bring lch pu ti liîîgs as oser-

ceats, uîaless tlîev svre iiinvîsîbe col,, yncu kîoxv,

and titougli Mir. Ptax is a soniatl futtitte>', lie

dees not keep tuiiags of tîttt sort yett. Moreoiver,

ne invisibale coat e'eî' disclosudc siteli a niagical

purpor as that Aithîctiu' puIii ont of the breast-

pocket. It lînîl a c1 utet'î'ly-t xvi'.tt'd utîoiograra up iu

ene cerner, and beioxv titat it renrd:

Deptîrtitelit of the litteior,
Wtriaigtoî,Dec. 2, 18-.

"Arthur Palmer, of Wasliiiagtt>i, Djstrict of

Columubia, is heî'eby apjaoiîîted at tiesseagc'r in tue
Patent Office, at a suîau'y of titres lîîîîîred andi

sixty dollars pet' auanuitu. te take ehlk'ct when ho

sbtîli file tîto catit of ollice andt entter oni duty-vice

Jolin Andi'esvs, pi'oiiiote't.

wvîdoxv's cruse ? Tlîirty dollars every rnaonit instead

of eilit, and no in'îî'c iglit liours for ber tlelicate

boy to keep! 'The îiîicige froinBuîbr' store

at seven o'clock -in tihe uorning tili suvein, eigllit,

bnn, tell at taiglît, to thle seven ltits a dav wlieh1

is ail the Governîtient requires, seeined to 1)0 t00

good to be truc. Buit it is true, every word of it,

àa1nd l)y-and lty oit> boy xviii l'o proîîtoted ; aud wiýI

no -w'ork to do after four- o'clock, wsli v sltould lie 111t

study tili lie clan pass the 'ivil Service exainiPle'

tions, until in courise of tinte bie beconces a "Mr'

Conmmissiorner," or even a " -Nr. Secretatry," biffi

self? Wbo krîows?

But the best of ail tlie gooci thiugs that bave

cornte to lina tîtrougi Dr,. Baker is the sure belief

tlîat God nover forgets.

The Star.

BY SL'-A5N CttOLILiE.

TJHEY followeîl the star the w îtolec niglit tltrontgh
As it rnove<l w ith the' ini lîiglit tiar y itivel ton
And ctsred tînt svltitiur tt led, nr k ucw%,

Tili Cliristntas day iii the inorîing.

And just at the dawsn in the twiligltt shade
Tliey carne to the stable, and, uit frijl,
Saw the biessed Batlt it the ininger laid

On Christinas tlay iii the rnorilng.

We biave toliowed the star a, w lioe long ye'ir,
And îvatn eci it hceckoia. tio v funti il)- . < t' r,
And it nowv stands ls til as w e tlîîw nar

Te C'istnas day iu te mttoi iing.

And just as te irise ient 6> of oli,
li t he liusli of tI e iitti lam uiiig colîl,
We conte to the stable, anid bhllî

Tue Child on thte Cltri'.tinas inruitg.

And jnst as the xvise men deemed it meet
To oifer blîa gol'i and pi-funiîs 's eet,

W'e W0111(1 lay otîr gifI <t 1lis 1lîIV feCt-
Our gifts on the Cîtrîstutîs ni <i liiig.

O Babe, once laid in the ox's bcd,
W'itb neyer a pillow for tliy lieacl,
Noîv throried iii the higliest lieas'ens iustead,

O Lor'd of the Chiristmtas inorntiiir.

Bectruse ive have kîtowun and have loveti thy star.
Antî have follt'wel it lng aitî hav e foilowed it far,
Frora the land whlei c the slttsloxîs and <laukness are,

To tind thee on Chrhtinas uuorning,-

Accept the gifts tîtat we (lare to itring,
TheuGtih ivortîtiess and janor tiae nlfring,
And iielp <ur sotils to risce aind siig

In the jny of >iîy Chiristintîs inorning.

THE EPWORTH LEAGUE.

Question. Is it necessary for a local braîîci

the Epworthi Longue te undertake the iiterar-Y tii>'

social work as weli as the distiîîctively religi>5

activîties of a young people's society î

Answer. Tue conditions of mernbersbip in l

Epworth. Leusgue are very liberai. Plans are proe

vided in tbe " model constitution "> for the or.""'

izatien of ail tue young people of the Cîturcli fo

active work ir> ail pî'oper wtcvs. Titis arrýangueolen

svas muade iu order to suit the x'aryiîtg deuuaîîdg


