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course than those modems who place
* material welfare and progress above
* everything.

The perfection of truthi in a society is
represented by two developments-one re-
ligious, one educational, each the coînple-
nient of the other. Religion without edu-
cation easily drifts into superstition ; edu-
,Cation without religion lands in sccpticisrn.
W>'hat is the condition of religious trutli
in our country? Viewed througlî the
niost favorable -lasses, it does not present
a satisfactory aspect. The atheist witlî,
II don't believe ; '> the agnostic wvith, "' 1

don't know ; " and the indifférent îvith "I
don't care " are ranged on one side and in
large numbers ; on the other is a small
band of earnest and devoted workers,
struggling against heavy and bitter odds.
Betwcen the two stands the liberal Catho-
lic, who, with careless air, says :"I It does
not matter ; both sides are equally
right'" On the znmerican continent the
spirit of indifference and ]iberalismn is fear-
fully prevalent, and the strife sbould flot
be between Catholics and the various
sects of Protestantisni, as it s0 plainly is,
but between belief and unbelief; for belief
under any forni is prelerable to unbclief.
First lead mcei to believe ; then they niay
be brougbt to believe in the righit lines.
The issue then is between Christians and
anti-Christians ; of the ultimate result,
there can belittie doubt;will itconie soon or
late depends upon the energy and unity of'
Christian Nworkers. A nation must first
know the infiriite good; then purge that
knowledge of ail error.

The condition of educaiticn is not more
satisfactory. M.\acauley mn bis adi-irably
written essay on the "lAthienian Orators"
says of the traininig given the citizens of
Mtiens on their streets and. ini their public

places :-"I know of no modemn university
which lias so excellent a systemi of educa-
tion." Mbat education do oui sticets
and public lhalls afford? M'bat, but the
ideas of the faratic, clotlied in the coarse
language of the dernagogue? Our intsi-
tutions of lcamning in great part start frein
utility and inculcate selfishriess. There
is a want of high ideals and. of broad
viewvs. Mciin claniour for such a traininîg
as will procure niost dollars and tic
curriculum nîust bc -adapted to tlici
desires. Stock in a great railroad, or shares
in a I)roniising nîining sjîcculation, find
ready and cager purcl'àsers at îuany points

above par; an educational institution is
forced to close its doors because the pro-
fits are tiot realized in hîalf-yearly 67
dividends.

Another serious defcct in our education
is the tendency toivards specialism and
consequent narrow'mindedness, the de-
veloping of one branch of science to the
absolute exclusion of ail others. The
mathemnatician is confined wvithin his
narrow spliere of figures and their coni-
bitiations ; Greek and Latin are tlîe ail of
Uic classicist;- for the physicist and the
chemist the whole world is enclosed with-
in the linîits of a laboratory. If froin a
political standpoint no nian is s0 niuch to
be pitied as lie who lias never gone be-
yond lus own city, witlî regard to educa-
tion the sanie is undoubtedly truc of hini
who lias reniained -within the boundaries
of-a single science. "Know soniething
about everytlîing anîd everytlîing about
something » is a praisewortliy motto
modern education disrcgards the first part.
The history of humz-i progrcss -'ives no
more striking lesson than tlîat those wvho
have miade the deepest impression on the
world have been men of almîost universal
knowledge. Suchi were Aristotle, Albert
the Great, St. Thomias and Leibnitz ; if
modern tinies are sterile of genius, it is be-
cause Uic basis of our education is so
narrow as to preclude a wide superstruc-
ture. WIlat foundation.lîave we laid of a
national literature ? Wliere are our
scientists ? Where our devotion to art of
a~ny nature? And yet these nîark the
civilization of a country. Place before
the ordinhary mi the nanies of Ethiopia,
Lapland and Senegambia. What do tbey
represent to hlmr.? Little more than an
unmeaning collection of syllables. But
w'rite opposite tienî the words Egypt,
Greece, Ronme. I-is eye brightens
bis features lighit up, %vith intelligence. "I1
knowv ilzemi" lie exclainîs, thoughi he bias
never set foot in cither of the three. Tlîey
are for lîini representatives of a noble
entliusiasîîî for art, literature and science;-
tlîeir naies are synonymous with great-
ncss, goodness, powver. \Vill the iiame of
Canaida be as Sermegaîîihia or as Greece in
the future of the world ? The shaping of
tue answer is left: in the bauds of truc
Canadians. Wlîat tiien mîust we do ? IVe
mîust aid in the developmnît of plîiloso-
phic, hiterary, scientific and artistic pro-
jects not as a niere niatter of 4t6aste or


