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'turics. Not only all cominion speech, but science,
ccpoctry itself-if titan consider it-is no other than a1
t ight nazniing." Then again, thc old phiiosophers

thouiglt a good deai of niatnes ; therc %verge the several
schools, and those of the 1- Noniniists" and

Reaiists,"-thec first holding that ai genieral idcas arc
but naines, thc ather as strenuousiy insisting that
ideas are the essence if /iings. The phiiologic.il fend
hias been going oin for centuries, and is none the
nearer adjustnment titan whlen it bcgani.

Do yoit still persist iii asking, WVhat's in a naine?
Put the question to voursclf, Is yotur own patroniyniic
noîhing ta you ? Ratlwr, is il îîot more intcrcsting to
you titaniîny other vocal sould ? Is it nlot, iîîdeed, i-.
dissolubiy connccted with your hopes and fcars, joys
and sarws-ay ith yotir repnîaitiouî and yotnr
vcry e.xýistenice itself?

The fact is, a naine is soicthing to a ilnin. To
sonie, is it flot a passport ta faine and reniovi ?-to
oîiîcrs, a badgre of shame and rcproachi ? WVho, theni,
%vilI dispute the question, or dare ta uindervaluc the
i ittie verbal adj unct to his c.x istenc,-his inie? Truc,
it is conferred, or rathier iniposed, uipon iîîî without
consultation or conscnt; but, as it is in accordance
withi a ctistonii which bhas rccîvcd the sanction of law,
there is io detînnrrinigaais it. Hov could ive get
along in the world %vithout naines ? What incessant
confusion %vouid take place as ta %whos wiho. 1E-ven
the niiost insignificanit wvaif of huninif3 . if %wiîhout
ainiostanything cisc, is sure ta hlave a nainec givcn to
him by lus progrenitor, or soine benlevolent philatn-
thropist. I>ossibly, the niante coniferr,:d upoii the
hcelpless one rnay savour of the circuiiu.*tances or
locality iii wvhicl lie wvas found, but the cndovment
lasts tlhroughi life, and putsIS hlm permai..!titly in the
nominative case.

According to a ciassic niotto,-B'oiuip ornn, boazunl
nojnze>-a good naine is a good onien ; and Shakes-
peare affirnîs that,

*"Goo1 naine in man or womnail
Is the immediate jeu-cl of their souls."

May we miot, therefore, transpose the question
before us, and put it thus: What is tîtere flot in a
namc ? Silice thein it is the reprcsentative and in-.
separable assoziate of its possessor, is it not bath lia-
tural and right that we should guard it from, assault,
and prize it more than geins and al] precious metals?
Had we no naine, indeed, we shouid be wvorse off thtan
Peter Schlemihi, who had no shadow, he iîaving. it is
said, sold it ta the devii.

How~ shouid we become known to anc another
were we unable ta, caîl cach other naines ? Thus
much as ta personal names.

Without naines, what would become af our nation-
al archives, and the records of fame, our commerce,

our social and civil affairs ? A naine is therclore cvi-
dcntly a sûte qua ;w iu civilix'ation. Even gnîoug
the rudest tribes, it is ual easy to imagine that nianics
ivere niot ini vogue ta designatc persons as Weil a,
thiings ; aithough, itlibas becui surnised that the
ancient Scythians were like saine of thîe ti ibes af thg:
Wild I3uistiict, naniclcss 1 Fortune, who is repre-
sentcdi as being blind, bas even sonietinies dcterminctd
questions of great manment by-narrc, ain instance
beingc that af a certain Spanish niaideni who, because
she %v'as cndo%%,td %with a poetic nine, %von the croiri
of France, over the rival charms of lier more beautifuil
sistcr. Naines renoivned are towvers af strcngthi.
Naines are not inereiy nominal things; they possess
a niystic powver, and sometinies swvay the destinies of
empires. Whiata patent charnu was enshrined iii the
naine Napoleon ta ail France!1 What terrar it car-
ried ta lier beleaguered hostile hasts!1 Are narnes tnot
innemonics of ancien heroisni and martial achieve-
nients? Thase wvorld-renowvned naines, Ca.csar, Alex-
uinder, Philip of Macedan and Charlemagne?

The origin afinaines is, af course, coeval with the
race. The primai pair had their proper naines direct
froin the Creatort; and Adamn was divinely instructcd
ta designate the lower arders af creatian by naine.

Jn the earliest ages, aur patriarchai ancestorsscen
to have. been content with a single naine. It w~as
%vien the Romans agrecd ivith the Sabines that they
.s'îauld annex their naines wvîrh their own, that what
ive call surnames commenced. The Romans, in
pracess af tinie, nîultiplied their surnames ta dis-
tinguish the particular branches af a family, ta, whîchi
they somnetililes added a third ta perpetuate thte

.menary of saie rcmnarkable event, suclu as th.ît of
Airicanus, assuied by Scipio, and Torquatus by
Manlius. These three différent kinds ai naines
wvere severally distiîguislm cd by the ternis, tzomeu, coe.
nonjezi, and aviomez:. The agnorneni af the Romans
%vas iinîitated by other nations, including the Engflish,
for thc race ai their princes, as Edmund Ironside,
Williami Rufus, Edwvard the Blick l'rince, Harold
Barefoat, and in France, Louis le Débonnaire, etc.

Sursia nles began ta bc ini gencral use in Engiand
during the reign of Edward the Caniessor. The change
iii nomenclature thon took place in papuiated and
civilized Eurapcan societies, and surnames bccanic
the hereditary (famiiy) namne. Thus, the baron %vas
named aiter his estate ; the conîmoner 'after sainle
local or personal characteristic or crait. Propcr, or
persona], naines may be said long since ta have lbc-
come comnuon, since evcry Christian or civilized
parent imposes upon his offspring an added or Cliris-
tian name ta that which iî the family patronymic.

XVhat name shall bc given ta the littie local
brevity that bas just miade his or bier advent antôAng
us, is the question ? Every newv-comer, of course
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