
7ffLE MER CHANTS MA GAZ/NVE.

Iii the British Ilotise of Counions recently, iMýr. Allison brotiglit, lp tlle case
of the notorious Anierican forger Austinx Blidwell, %vlho was imxprisoîîd o
life ili 1873 for forgeries on the Bank of England atxnonnlting to 111mards; ()
/oo,ooo. \Mr. Allison asked I-Toie Secrctary ïMatthiews to consider thle
tact thiat: Bidweil was 25 years of age when convicted, that lie lxad nio% l>ec.l
cigliteen yeairs iii prison, and that lie liad a goo record tliroughiout. )Ir.
Matthex -s repiied tliat lie liad repeateffly carefilly considered ilCiorialjs il,

favor of Blidwell, but lus sscof public dutty forbade Iinii advising the
Qtieni to release the prisouer.

The arrest and prosecutioxi of a firnit of dislionest brokers iii Manchlester
thirows a hîrid liglit on the Nvay soute Ainerican enterprises are floatedl il,
Londonx. lit May last a joint stock conipany, cailed the Waterworks aîîd
GasworksSecurities, Corporation, withi a capital of, /2,000,000 was floateilwiih,
apparent success. It proposed Io deal with water and gas secuirities entirehy
iii Aniierica. anid ivas projecteci by Col. L. B. imîan, of lumanl Bros. &Li,
aqueduict biuilders and engineers of New York. 'flic board of d;rectors %vas
a verv influential one, and included tlle niaine of Sir Charles 'fupper. Ilefore

gigto 11allnent, the Sunu1 of Z700,000 liad 1betxî under-written and alpprovtd
of. It 110w turus ont tliat ont of tlîis large siuni no0 lcss thian £45ocoo hiad
ieeîî iiinderwritteni by ians of forgery of proinient mianes iii Manclhester
and of Liverpool. It -vas discovered to be Uic work of Ernest Powers, nmail-
aiger of tic broker firnxi of Plower & Clcgg; Power is unider arrest. He i;
cliz-rgedc %withi for iin.. transfers of /,oooiii shares, of tlle Pearson atiti
Xxîowlc.s Co. It iras Ilîonllt b)v lus arrest tliat the for-cries of the niiduk.
Nvriter's nainxe îvonld beconue kniown. 'The clirectors of the \Valerworks %à.
Gas-works Compjany met alid deternîinied Io retturn ail inonievs snlîscribeil lu
uIl public, and ccln per cent. interest.

If.ianvtIîing %Vere nlecessarv Io showv Ille great %wealtlî of the bulsines.s icui
of Engiilandi, evidence enougli wonld lie p)roviukd-( iii e.leveii wills reliortel
durin the past %veek in thi ewspapers. Tixey foot iii tlle lian<isoîne t'.11l

of/,7 3,76.Thle Iiighiest is Mr D>avid Barclay Chapini with l ,6i
ai then fnllow M~r. WrVii.ght. Castle Park, Clieshire r67 4 ,S21; Mr. Williaîî
A. Gitesdoiu, /C33,340: Mr. Jamles Sailt 3471 Williaml Cliffi
'i'verp)ooi,/~ £î,o"Ç66 ; and $0 on1 dowIl to0 M.r. oerMrldcollitTy OWaxer.

/;ei24,95,5. fwo estates witli pers«ona.lit e-,ccedliig/î,ooo,ooo were reportedi
ini the first six iaonthis of the vear. 'fie muuniher of Uxose adinittcdl te
prohiate during the saine period witli personiality between Z.o,~; axI
million wis considerablv ovcr the average of thxe past tlirc ye.ars. Ili ha,
beexu xoticcd tlnut the invcstn.ients mamde hy meni ieavinig tîtese lar-ge anînnuxI->
beliimd tiin are nrrlv iiianv but -rocx certi wiist. on the otlier hiuxol
tlxoie î-lîo liîd to examnîue the share lists of a large inîbelr of tUe tic%%
adventures of the past tirce years statc tiat thec people wlir. have putL tlicir.
iiuouueV iluto the iworst schetnie- are ai înost aiways tlîose wluo cain least affor-l
to lose it. Sive pcrhiap the U nited States, there is ii, otiier country lii the
worlcl wlîose l)roi>ate courts nould ho cailed ipoui ini the course of onle ec
to deal %vitli snch immxense snnîis.


