
'FIlE UNION AS IT AFFECTS VPI'ER CANADA.

.muchi croivdedL Thoso who had been in miod-
erato circumstances deunng the war, fotind that
ir they rcmained they and thecir children imst
sink ini the scalle of society ; and thien ecînigr-
lion coinmenced-not upon mercantile specu-
lations, or becatise of pqlitical inducercnunt-
but it %vas tindcrtiiken as a refuge from poverty,
and in soarcli of the neceszaries of lire.

Great changes in the state, oV a wbole people
do tiot suddenly tahze place. A people attaclhed
froîn sentiment and deep feeling Io their native
country, wiIl inake great efforts, and stibnit to
extraordinary privations, beforo tliey decide
upon biddingt adicu for ever to tho abodes of
their fitthers,-and upon breaking astinder
tics dear te humarnty even mn the mnidst of
sufferîng and apprehlension. The exîjaustion
consequent upon tlîe struggle to romain, in tee
inany instances left the victim wvîthouit the
power to fly-and lie wvas left to view bis
lessened resources, and te delîloro the infatua-
lion wliîch le't, hini in hopeless distress, wbon
if those resources lîad been tiniely omployod,
he might have escaped the danger. Tompora-
ry prosperity, and teînporary expedients also
brought, alas, tlîeir temporary alleviation to
distrcss, and nterrîipted tlie natural COurb>e of
relief for a rodundant population.

But tho population continuod to incroase,
the continuance of peace wvith f'oreign lands, as
well as the absence of those terrible visitations
of Providence, in the shape of pestilence, and
civil war, and even the great, improvements in
medical science, and the efforts mnade to prolong
tho life and inerease the comforts of tho poor,
but added to the reulundancy of population,
until at lengrth the time is corne, whcn, with
the wealth of' the Nation incalculably increased,
and witb moans of employaient great almost
boyond conception, one portion of the people
of the British Isles are uncmployed, another
employed to such an oxtent only as to afflord
from the profits of employment the baro means
of living in the midst of privation ; wvhile many
of those whoso circumstances place tbom above
want look, with apprehiension to tho future, and
ask with axxioty-What are our childron to do
In tbis crowded country?~ We have even
donied ourselves what wo wero accustorned te
considor the common comforts of lîfe, for tho
purposo of giving them education, but we can-
not ha blind to the fact that axuongst se many
competitors our childron are in danger of thie

penury and wretchedness, wbich in no class of'
socicty is su dreadfully feit ns in the une wivîch
front its own exîterience can understand tho
difierence betwcen a lîfe of even partial dovel-
opement of tlie mmid hy oducation, of even a
linitei enjoyment of tlîe refinements of cîvi-
lization, anil the contimîed presence of a gaunt
nnd wvolf-likc anxicty after the daily ineans of
satiefyilîg the IihsouItte wants of nature. It is
in vain thiat rolit.cal discontent points te accu-
muîlated wvealtlî mn the hands of fortunate
individuials, and requires its dispersion ; for it
scarcely rcquîrcs an arg"umient to deinonstrate
tliat upon disptersion it would vanish, lil<o a
volatile essence exposed to the atînosphre.-
It is plain tipon the slightest observation that
if the concentratcd capital of England, wvlich
enables bier te ufi'ord subbistence to s0 înany,
even nt the expense of fureign nations, wero
diffused, tlîe superiority which England m~ain-
tains inuist be speedily lost. Ali iiay ho mnade
peoo' iy political cont'u>bon, but au) cannot in
sucli a stnte of socîety imiprove their mneans of
coiiifurt or suibsistence. If property be made
insectire in England, îowv soon will it fly te
enrîcli other countries, while the millions wluich
are enabled te subsist by its presence, must be
left, net merely te distress, but te absolute,
annihilation.

Our readers will now ho inclined te ash-,
what ail this has te do ith the question of the
Union'! Wc %vish theni te nsk the question as
a prearher desires hîs congregation te reniera-
ber the text, even wben bis sermon appears to
-,ander most widely trom the doctrine wvbich
the text is intenîlcd to inculcate. WVe pledge
ourselves te makec our facts apply, and wo only
desire eur readers te take their sharo of labour,
and preserve in their memory the streng and
leading points that wve exhîbit for observation.
To assist those wvho are flot inclîned te undergo
the labour of continîtous argument, wvo shail
now state shortly the facts, and thon shewi
their application te Ibis brancb of the subjeet.

Wce maintaia then, in the first place, that
until very latoly emigration from tho British
Islos was not inducod by redundancy of popu-
lation, and that of lato its moving inducoment
arose from tbat cause.

Secondly, wve say, although wvo do nlot seo
the limits to the prosperity, and powver, and
wealth of the British Empire, yot, wo hold that
ne iinprovoment, of this nature %vill warrant the


