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our unrivalled water communication what naturo
evidently Jdesigned it to be, tho great highway for
Western products to the seaboard.

We have already spent some fouiteven mitlions upon
our canal system When this large (xponditure was
authorised, it was confidently expected that wo would
gocure a large share of Western trafic. ‘fhis was the
object—the laudablo end—we had tn view. There is
no denying the fact that, whilst our money lias been
epent, our expectations have not yet been realised.
According to Mr. McGivern, 10 less than fromn 120,
000,000 to 132,609,000 bushels of gram are shipped from
the West to thoe seaboard every year, and of this vast
quantity, only somo 12,000,000 bushels annually mate
use of the St Lawrence and our admirable canals.
hTe question naturally arfses—how {sthis? OQurroute
to the Atlantic hax many natural advantages over that
of the United States  From Buffalo to New York s
£00 miles, of which 310 are canal, having no less than
=1 locks, and requiring 14 days in the passage.  From
Yort Colborne, at tho mouth of the Welland Caual, to
Quobee, 1+ 618 miles, haviog only 72 of canal and 25
locks, and roquiring only from threo to four days to
make the trip' In point ot expeuse the contrast is
also very fasourable to us By the Amcrican rvute
the cost of transporting a bushel of wheat from Buffa.
1o to the seaboard is 13 follows canal tolls 6jc , elp-
plog charges, clevating, Lc . 3je, freight 0 , malung
a total of 19¢. per bu<hel. Wero our canals renderod
p13rae enough to pass through vesscls capablo of carry-
ing 35,000 bushels, according to tho member for Lin.
coln’s figures, tho cost of transportation from Tort
Colborne to Quebec wonld be fraight 6o., tolls lic
clevating and all other charges 1c., raking a total of
8ic., thowing a differcuce in favour of the Canadian
routc of 10j¢ on every bushel of wheat. These are
great advantages possexsed over the water communi-
cation by the Erie Capal, and it requ res no greag
arithmetical skill to perceive, that 8¢ or 10c. saved on
the transportation of each bushel of produce raised by
Woestern farmers, would placo wmllions of dollars in
their pockets aunually. Tho question recurs, then,
more forcibly than ever: how comes it that tho Ame-
ricans do not use the St “Lawrenee route more exten.
sively when it possesses so mavy advantagesover their
own?

Mr McGivern answers this question by demanding
tho enlargement of the Welland and St Lawrence
Canals. Ue contends that they must be enlarged suf-
ficiently 50 that ocean vessels can pass freely up and
down. By tlis mcavs, we would soon bave fleets
making regular trips from the Lake Cities of the Unit.
cd States, down the St. Lawrenco to Europe, and the
great disparity which thero would bo botween thotimo
and expenso in favour of our routo over that through
tho Stato of New York, must soon incvitably secure
(at least) onc-half of alt the immenso traflic of the
great Western granary of this Continent.

Afr. shanly agreed with the member for Liucoln as
to tho propricty of enlarging the Welland Canal, but
expressed hius opposition to all his other recommenda-
tions—and objecting wholly to the premsses upon
whichi lus argument was built.  He contended that our
canal system was erroroous in its inception; that it
was bascd on the belief that Europe would be thogreat
market for Western produce, whereas the Atlantic
States, which did not pretend to supply themselves
with agricultural productions, wero the principal mar-
kets of the Western people.  Qur canal policy would,
it was urged, always remain o fullure until we moade
the transportation of Western produce to the Eastern
$tates our great consideration; and to attajn that end,
the decpeviug of fthie St. Lawrenco Capals was not
needed, but the extension of our canal eystem to Lake
Champlain, which would enable us to 1ay down ship-
ments at Burlington and W hitehall more speedily and
mmore cheaply than it 13 possible to do at Albany by
the Erie Canal

There 18 much force and truth 1 the views of both
theso gentivinen and they are nat necessanly antago-
matic. There are two great markdta for Western
productions— that of the Atlautic States and Europe
Which markct at present consumes the most, or which
may do soin the future, matters Little to the argument
They both necessitate cheap and rapid water commu,
ntcation, We are in a position to supply both with
this smportant requisite, and a truly hberal and far
sighted Canal policy will keep both fn view. Afe
Shanly would scem to be in favor of thoides, as
BMr. McGtvern is agamnst at, that all grain should be
transhipped at Montreal Iublicopinion is still much
divided on this point, somc contending that vccan
vessels could not, economically be pavigated through

canals and chain of Inkes; whilst others ns strongly
urge that until vessels can sail direct from Clicago to
Liverpool and back, wo can novor expect the St
Lawrence routo to bo much ugsed.  Mr. Aspinwall, of
Detroit, a gentleman who has given this quostion
mnuch constderation, and Western shippers geuerally,
are understood to bo in favor of making all the cauals
largo cnough for sea.going vessels, Tho former gen-
tleman lhas expressed himsolf decidedly against the
necessity or advantage of transhipment. There are
many other gentlemen, however, of high commercial
standing, who hold that it will alwaya be cheaper and
better to bring produce to Montreal fn tho easily-
managed lako craft, and that all tho cxpenee of trane
shipping to Ocean vessels would bo more than coun-
terbatanced by the advantage to tac geain or othor
produce so handled.

This ix & point of much interest to Canada, and ono
which should bo carefully enquired into by Govern-
ment betore tho improvemont of our canals is gone on
with. If it Lo thatiako craft aro quite as useful as
ocean vessels would bo in trading botween the cities
which cluster around our Leautifutiakes, and Montreal
and Quebee, then the further enlargement of tho St.
Lawrence caunals would simost bLe mouev thrown
away. Un tho othier hand, if the canals requiro to be
made large cnough for ocean vessels, in order (o
attract tho Western trade, no local or other constder-
attons should stand jn tho way of tho accomplishment
of a work which the Yrovinco at large would find of
$0 much value.

The views advanced by Messrs. McGivern and
Shaunly are by no means new, but the latter gentle-
man's argument in favour of a canal to Lake Cham.
plain was forcibly put, and in a way most likely to
elicit attention from the country. There can bo no
difference of opinion regarding the destination of the
vast quantitics of freight which pass through tho Erio
Canal annually, by far the larger portion gocs no fur,
ther than tho Boston, Now York, and other Eastern
marhkets, It 13 the produce consumed in the Atlantic
states, aud not in Europe, that so crowdsup the Ame-
rican route  We havo no share in this carrying trado
at all, and tho argument scems very fair and just, that
if our canal system wero extended to Lako Champlain,
our aplendid water communication would soon be
crowded with vessels engaged in this trade? This fsa
result well worthy of the consideraticn of our legisla-
tors, but we do not seo that it clashes with, orisat all
autagonistic to tho project of rendering our canals ca_
pable of passing ocean vessels direet from Chicago to
Europe, and building up a direct trade between these
two distant points.

There is no likelihood of this question Veing dis.
posed of untjl our now Confederacy is fully establish-
cd. According to the stipulations agreed upon at tho
Quebee Conference, the Government of British Ameri-
ca will thus consider it. We may confidently expnct
Confederation to be un fait accompli before this timo
next year, and it is a safo calculation that before 1570
the enlargement of our canal system will be near com,
pletion  Although tho appointment of a Sclect Com.
mittce may not have been advisable at tho present
timo, we submit that when the Confederate Parlin.
ment meots, it would be a very desirablo way to pro.
ceed 1 tho matter. The question of tho Ottawa and
Georgian Bay Canals—in fact, tho whole canal policy

wise no interest in tho plainti®s buslness, T Do
Rutte procured from Callardon & Labourdotte, Bapy.
ers, of Bordeaux, an order for the plaintifto purchyy
for thom & cargo of wheat in California, at the ey,
treme limit of twenty-two francs tho heetorolite,
which is the Freuch officlal measuro for grain. The
plaintiff was to purchiaso and ehip tho grain to Callgn
don & Labourdotte immediately, hls commiesion apg
the modo of his reimbursements to bo the samo asing
provious order which hio had received from anothe,
Bordcaux firm, one of the partners of whith wy
named Monod. Upon receiving tho order, Theophizy
De Rutto prepared o telegram in theso words:—

* Edward De Rutte, San Frauclsco, buy for Callye
don & Bourdotte, baukers, a ship-load of fivoor
hundred tons of white wheat, first quality, extrems
limit twenty-two franes the hectorolito, landed at Ber
deaux, satme conditions as tho Monod contract.

“Tit. D Rurrg”

Ho enclosed this despatch to Julius Lorrimer, s
merchant of Now York, with instructions to send 3
to the plaintif in tho quickest manner, and to deby
tho plaindifl with the charges. A clerk of Lorrime
copied the messago upon a slip of paper, and took it
to the telegraph offico of the defendant, wliero bie gare
it to n clerk to whom lio paid $21.50 for its transme
sion to San Francizco. Tho defendants have pristed
blanksin their oftices upon which messages are written,
containing & notice, that to guard against mistakes,
every messago ought o bo repeated, for which half b
price will be charged; and that they will not be
apousiblo for mistakes or delays in transmission ofun
repeated. messages from whatover causo they may
arise. 1t docs not appear that any such blanks were
uged in this case, nor was {t shown that Lorrimer,
clerk or lus principat knew of the regulation,

1t was shown that the defendant's lino extends fron
New York to Buffulo, whero it connects with other
hnes and a Pony Express to San Franclsco,

The raessage was trapsmitted correctly ty theds
fendant's line, and by tho connecting lines to St Loz
but when dolivercd to the plaintiff at San Francisco
thero were several errors.  Th. De Rutte was changed
to Thos. De Rutte, Monod contract tomonied contrser:
hectorolite to pretorliticre, and twenty-two to tu.enty
Jive francs.

Tho plaintiff was not misled as to threo of theaiter
ations. 1o uvderstood the abbreviation Thos, to
mean Theophilus, tho words monied contract to mesa
Monod contract, and protorliticro to mean hectorolite.
Tho words twenty-five francs, however, ho assumed to
bo correct, but before acting upon the message, b2
tried as ho said, fo got a copy of thedespatch fromthe
Telegraph Company at San Fraucisco, but they stated
that they could not furnish it. Grain could bopar
chased in San Francisco at that time, at & pricy which
would admit of its being landed at Bordeaux, charges
included, at twenty-four to twenty-fivo francs ti
licctorolite, but not at twenty-iwo, and the plasti
accordingly purchascd the requigite quantity, apd
chartered a vessel ior its shipment to Bordeaux, whes
he received from New York, twenty days after
tho dispatch, tho letter which his brother had writtes
advising him that tho oextreme limit was tweatytws
instead of twenty-five francs, Ji8a further assuraoce.
on receiving this letter, be had the despatch repeated.
after which he sold the wheat at the cost prica, less

i storage and interest, and after seven

of the country—would properly come under id
tion, and it is to be hoped that the cxcrtions of tho
Committeo would result in rendering the St. Law.
rence the principal routo tothe Atlantic atthe smallest
possible expense.—Communicated.

INMPORTANT DECISION AS TO THE LIABILITY
OF TELEGRAPH COMPANIES,
COURT OF COMMON YLEAS, NEW YORK.
(BEFORE JUDGE DALY.)
YDWARD De Rutte v's the New York, Albany and
Buffalo Lilectro Magnetic Telegrapls Company —
I'bis was an action brought against the defendants for
damages for the incorrect transmission of 8 messago
sent from New York by tho defondants’s lino to plain-
tiff in San Francisco, Califorpia.

The case was tried by Judge Daly and a jury, and
a verdict rendered for tho plaintif. The General
Term affirmed the judgment, and the following is a
summary of the opinjon delivered by Judge Daly.
First Judge — .

The plajntiff was & Commission Merchant, doing
basinesgjin Saun Francisco, California He had a brother,
Theophilus Do Rutte, who was his agent and corres-
pondent at Bordcaux, in France, but who had other

day’s effort, he succeeded fn getting rid of tho charter
party by the payment of $1,600 in gold, and he paid
the wharfage of the vessel, and the brokerage feesopa
the re-charter, making in all, with the commissioss,
storage and interest, the sum of $2,034 61, for whic
the plaintiff recovered judgmeont,

Defondants asked tho court to reverse this judgmest |
on several grounds, first, that their contract wast
transmit tho messago from New York to Bufialo szd
deliver it there to tho connecting line, which they 81
That tho State Statuto Laws of New York, make o
their duty to receive from and for other telograph hies,
and that where they transmit and deliver a message
correctly to a connecting line thoy are not answerb
for errors occurring afterwarda,

In respect to this plea, tho court held that the rake
must be applicd to them, that is applied to a commoa
carrier who receives the whole compensation for the
carriago of a packago addressed to a placo bepondite
limits of his own routa: that is, that ho cngages fot
the due delivery of the package at the placo of desti:
nation, unless ho expressly Himits bis responsibility
his own routo; or tho circumstances aro such ast
cloarly indicato that that was thounderstanding of the
ocntracu. ' parties.



