
D)r. Menui cautions us against judging the
conduot of Salome too severely, yet there iE
no precedent on record ior a Jewislh maiden ol
noble rank entertaining a company of the
opposite nez by dancing before them. We
cannot imagine a time, or nation, in whicb
snob conduoti would not bave been deemed
highly improper, unlese it wan an index of 0
lower tone o! morality in ail concerned.

M3aidenly modesty and rescre cannot be too care.
fullyfuardcd. We do not ùdvocate a Spanisli
duenna system, by any xneans, but wvhen on(
observes the freedom wbich is perznitted tc
young girls, espeoially in oui citien, in prom.
enading the streeýs ini the late evening and
appearing in places of publie resort withou4

an escort, we mustacknowledge that a strictei
code of propriety would be more conducive UC
the welfare of our youxig people of both sexes.

2. We do not suppose that Herod meani
bis promise to be taken ]iterally. Hie 'woulè
bave ]augbed at the girl if she bad asked foi
Perea an her largesse. He was simply imitatinf
the bombastie style o! greater men. Hie hWt
no kingdom. te give away. lHe vwas but i
parvenu, dependent upon the good 'will o! thi
Roman Emperor and the strength o! his in
fiuence at the corrupt court of Rome.

He backs up his promise, too, with a roya
oatb, ssif te bind himseif past repentance tý
the perormance of a maiden's winh. An oatlI
-was doubtless necesssary te obtain credeneA

* for any promise made by Herod, but to i
Christian, or any honorable mian, bis oatL fi
not more saed than hîs word.

We remember once asking an emineni
* lawyer, now a titled ornament o! the bench,'

whether it would flot be possible te, abolisl
judicial oaths and attach te falsehood th(
the penalties o! penjury. His reply in affect wa
that wbilst this might be done for the greai
mass o! God-fearing aud truth-loving men, ii
would fail in getting at the truth in the cai
of niany of those with whom courts of justici
bave t. deal, defective in moral character, ye
of a snperstitious ent o! niind. Olten bi
had heard a 'wtesask " Did yon net say 84ý

and 80, te, certain persons, yet now testify tA
the contrary Ve and the answer -%as
wasInt, on rny oath then."3

The Cbristian's code says "Let your con
versationhbe 'yea yea: nay, na.11

3. The extravagant promise o! -Hero(

suggests also te lis thatm (iere 114lUng Io ghe
1more for mere personal gratifiatio, Mhan for
wort/ey objecta.

We bave Bean a circus corne te the village,
and gather in the wbole country side at fifty
cents a head, whule the collection plate at the

1missionary meeting just a 'week previous was
loaded down with copper coins.

We sec illustrations o! the same seif-plean-
*ing disposition on every band. Christian
Iiberality andi leneficence is a grace for wbich
we shoulti prîy, for it is net native iu the
hunian heart., and like ail other graces we

*must; cultivate it if wve 'çish te growv in it.
But how few really wisb this. lt is easier

to plume eneself on his attainssents than te
lament bis sbortcomings. Wbtastonisbment

>wiould seize upon a prayer meeting if somne
brother 'would express bis regret that he coulti
net bning himsel! tebe more liberal-uot that

1ho could not afford it, but thiat he didn't
rcare te givo as lie ought. Yet such a con-
)fession in regard te lack of any othIler christian

L grace svould be deemed beautiful hnmility
t and eminently praiseworthy.

4. At once %Salome bastoned te, ber inother
-and saiti "Wbat slallI asc?" le sthis sot 111e

question thiat oui- childi-en are puiting to us every
1 day, and wo are answering it.

> "What is this wondrous lite iute, whioh I
i bave corne? What has it for me that is worthy

e! striving after? How should I regard it?
iWblat should 1 long for? IIow tnrn my

9 ambitions, myaifections, mygrowing anergies?
Andi out influence iu overy way is a reply.

L Alan -when parental influence is prostituteti te
,o nds o! wviclcedness and revenge. It is not so
imuch the cruelty o! Herodias, as ber horrible
Soutrage upon niotherhoGd's sacred responsibilty
sthat strikes us. Yet sho is only a representa-

b tive of niany, who, wl-île they slîudder at ber
L depravity, fail te disehargo their own duty

teNvards these ýwlom God lias placed in filial
srel,-tionsip te themi.

t 5. The "King" 11ail sworn andi could not
m rotract. lad. ho been asketi te, do somothing
) offensive to the Company, or constructiv7ely
) treasonablo te Car lie would have promptly
1 declined te be bounti by auy oath. But snoh

a trifling thing an the head of a fanatical
- preachor might not bo denied in thepresence of

mnen whloilislikeda-ndfearedJohnsdennciation
1 o! bypocrisy anti sin as mnch as lierodias did.
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