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THE TRADER.
T

is truo that somo fine speoimens of ivory '

' taken from Etruscan tombs are still pre-
served, Tho DBritish Musoum hns o
dozen of them, and somo ars extant
which woro known to be in existenco &t
the timeo of Moses. But as tu buying
them as you would a bootjrck—

“ A diptych, you know, consists of two
carved ivory covers, cach from eight to
fourteen inches long and proportionally
wide. Tho Grecks used them for writing
'tnblots, and tho Romaus gave them to
shiow a bolduese in tho manufacturing of 1Consula for prosents; that is how the
sham nrt work which oxceeds all their  faghion arose of giving portfolios to Cabi.
proverbinl impudenco irrtarningout sheot- | not Ministers. They were rare oven in

viously been imported into those coun-
trics from the mnnufactorics of Birming-
hiam, Bogland. Tho fact does not speak
woll for our vaunted acutoness. Evon
the hommered bronzes of China and
Japan arc often but clumsy specimens of
English stamped work. DBirmingham
manufacturers do not object to helping
vne-linlf the world to doceive tho other
half, provided tho waterial part of the
work is dono in their shops.

« As for Sheftiold manufacturers, thoy

iron razors. Some of our young *bloods” | their day, and as the iconoclasts destroy-
acquire in Paris o tasto for old arms. A  ed all the ivory carvings thoy could lay
fow ycars ngo thoy runsacked Noew York | thoir hands on, you may imagine how
f-r them, and wany an old Dutch carving  searco thoyaro at tho present time. Even
knife under & fanoy namo found its way , European Museums count themsol.es for-
to tho glittering circles of cutlory over | tunate when they possess half a one ; so
their mantlepicces. The Sheflicld manu- | the six diptychs ordered by my customer
facturers noted the demand, and wo were | wounld have mado a bad hole in his for.
soon flooded with an unecemly 1ot of | tune.
polished iron. 1 was obliged to keep I think it was in the spring of '70
sume of it. Wo biad terrible looking cork-  that & greatly dilapidated fellow called on
scrow swords, Turkish scimitars weighing . mo and pointed to my privato office. He
twelve pounds, flashing cutlasses, Spanish , locked tho door and look from under his
dnggers, Italian etilottos, Freuch foils, | cont a fourteon inch diptych which Le
aud  Damascus and Toledo blades in {offered to sell for $1,600. Had he offer
abundauce. They were mero toys, barm- | ed mo tho Vatican or St, Petbr's for a
less thiugs that would hardly penetrate | like sum I shouldn’t kave Yeen moro sur
cloth, but they sold at high prices. Lot prised. I know thero was something
mo show you n trus Llade. lero is o wrong, but could not say where., The
fino Toledo dagger, exquisitely engraved ; marks of age, oto., wero perfect, and the
aud Dawmascened. It is small and light, | work stood the magnifying glass wonder-
running down to o long, fine point; yot {fully well. When at last I determined
when I placoe this Euglish penny piecoon | to take off the frame and backing, tho
tho table so -1 can drive that point, man went down on his knees and begged
down through it, and—see—tho point|mo not to expose him ; he had stolen it]
remains umpjured. A blow like that]fromm a Pavian monastery, he said. It
would bend up thoso Damescus daggers | proved to be carved on naw ivory, ingen-
from Sheflield liko so mauy fish hooks. | iously pieced out and fairly well cut; it
This fashion hus now given placo to a hiad been manufactured in a garret in
passion for collesting bad firearms — guns, Pisa by a man who makes o business of
which nover seom to bLit anyono oxcept [it. I lot the fellow go; ho did not lie
when thoy go off Ly accident. Some of | any worse than dealers aro often obliged
the old Sheflield ‘arms’ may still bo scon j to do, and was only like us, solling goods
in tho Bowery accumulations of pawn, for-something-elso than. what they are,
shop bric.a brac. Tho rascal also had iwo replicasin his
“Ivory goods?” Thoold dealer's oyes , pocket; the threo articles worth only
twinkled. ‘*1 just happened to think," | about $50. Fivo years afterward I saw
said be, * of an order I had three years|ono of them in a well-known private
ago for half a doxen ivory diptychs and | library in Thirty-fourth street, but made
an assortment of Etruscan carvings. That

no sigu.
was about the moet preposterous order I| ¢ There aro many mothods of making
over received. I was imtated at first, | imitation ivory carvings. Sometimes the

but grow amazingly choerful as I thought
of my custowmer's greenness, Some men
imagine that wonoy will boy anything,
old or new, in existence or out of it. It

material is sawed into thin shects, steam-
ed in softening vapors, and pressed into
moulds. Itis then stained for age, cut,

filed or otherwiss torturod into shape,

and, aftor being filled in with coment, y
backed with an ivory vonoer and offered
for salo. Relief igures aro made froms
composition of ground bone and gum,
and then cast and polished. But lack of
Iustoer and gran botrays them tv carefu
obscrvers. If you buy * Japaneso caby.
not work, ornamented with raised ivory
carvings, handle it carefully, for n sharp
rap will ofton powder the bogus ivory,
Look out too, for imitation mother-of.
pearl. Itis a comparatively new sham
in ornamentsl axt, aud liable to damagug
accidents upon verysmall provocation.”—
Jewelers' Circular,

PEQOULIARITIES OF BUYERS,

Buyers all have their peouliaritice, and
when they come to New York, it 1s the
business of the jobbers to ‘¢ sizo them up,”
and bumor their peculiarities whilo sell-
ing the largest amount of goods possible.
There is tho vacillating buyer who wunts
to replenish tho stack of his little store
out in Squedunck, but don’t quite hnow
what ho ought to buy. His market 1 a
slow one, and ho is in doubt as to what
will best oall forth the shekels from the
pockets of lis close-fisted customers,
Last year ho bad quite a run gp big siver
watches and wedding rings, but is fearful
thiat the * boys " have got all the watcles
and all the wives they want, so0 thaile
can't count on them for this year's trade.
The lumber business wasn't very profit.
able last winter, and tho young men, he
is afraid, won't feel liko buying bmcelets
aud pins for their sweethearts; the old
folk will want & few spectacles, but they
run mostly to stoel bows, and eyo glssses
are not fashionable in his locality. What
to buy is with him a weighty problem,
that can oaly bo solved by visiting all the
wmanufacturers, overhauling all their goods
and still being doubtful as to the fow he
finally gelects. Such a bayer does not
appreciate novelties, wants standand
goods, and so the jobbers exert themselves
to work off oldstock on him. Al the
way home he is in doubt whether he can
find a customer for that ;Y dczen of fancy
bracelets he bought and that cost him
$60 a dozen. While in the city he
was fearful of being imposed upon; he
had road of tho tricks of Now York sharp-
ers, and looked upon every person ho wet
as a ‘‘bunco steerer* or a ** capper * for
a gambling house. He wounld deal only
with the old ostablished firms lest the
younger houses should impose upon him,




