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tijesma cf Natînrctli, a iiti niîlrowtt of (cd aiiiîg yuim, iiy imirclcs
ant wttimdeil mid signe, 101ei hiic ijii lii hi> Iitilm Ini Ilme tilidat, cr yon.lis >ii

)olirseiVti ais30 kiiv. AMn il. 02

n ILESI5 words couie frontî w-uaL l cl-iigli te carliest
Lsecincmi of niîostoiic jîreaehing. Salnt i>tcer, tire tiien

leaatliîg aptîstIe, sanids forth t<) lreacli Christ te the imîmuti-
timde iilil bail couleo togetluer, :ttraceu iîy te report of

iwmî 1ud haî>îemll oui bue tirâL iVhit-SmIIImday. If -oi look
at tue passaagtiN'ou trili sec hua refera tirât te pntîpheey as
iuaving f-ereto-lt tito omîtpoxiring cf tii oSpilt L(V. 16). «1 Tihis
is thaï whîchm was spren by tire prophiet Joci " (Joleeii. 28,
:12). le fui tbwitx passes te timo nckiowlcdIgeol t-vudexîce cf
titi,, mIiraclei whiicli christ liaul -%renigbt Wbile lie liv-ei

a imong8t thienit Appreveoi anxoîîg 3iou lty miiracles nîtl
tîcauliens aitd signa, wiis (uol did hy hîlmu in Lime iniust tof

yen, as ye ycîinaolveît aIsu kuxow.' Tjhiul in . 2.1, lie tmînî
ta lime crotruiug miracleocf tîte 1icstirrectiuui.iiI Wiluii Coui
iatitrisi lifi, lia1VII)g luosedtirbie painîs cf ulcath, bocaxîse IL
w-as imut 1oiatîtat t luesmiuld ho ixoitiets cf iL.' Antdi tit il

Le retui t Lete ltI)i-dliuccy, srging thînt cete-y-re lui iiuii-
lentli andlsace3-ob±-tcsu allusions, as Weil as in îmaiîu

1îreffictieuu, tie gucat vie tory of Chisit ovar deatis w-as fore-
,siusuloweod hy thme propliits. Anti wvibl titis cvideiice cf thie
Divinec poiwcr cf Jesmus lie jois tîto searcluing stateitîctt of
limeir kitu iii rcjctimig ando ixruicriiig Iiua 'wbin blîtit- cotn-
sciences ccxmhd itet iuct demîy titat Ccd liaci Lima sluawui to lic
bhcîr pneaiised delix-crer. Thus St. Peter preacucol %vitm

pwer (v. 3ý7)-" Miiens thmey lieard titis tiîey wcre pricked iii
titir licarta, anti said uto Peter aîîd tie rest cf tbc aitostics,
Mcii ant I lretlt-ii, wbat s-hall to e ? '" Thxs lue î,racho-u:

bîmîx ali te apostica preaulicul. 'l'us Christ lias heeiî prtcachmted
iii every age, nanîifesteul te o bc Soit cf Joui witls lbewer,
bire W-el k-r cf great miracles, a well -a bite teaclier cf Juca1-
veiiy dloctrines, thue deaire cf ahi ntions bbnotîgh inauiy ceii-
tories, gv-uat hast te time heuiging lîcanta of the faibhflîf, îîut
thaL lie uxiglut live anmd beach auuiigst tiîem foi- a year or Lwo
and thui po-nisi by dcath, lit thmat lus deatix itiiglmt be theo
mreparer oUllas inuit gloriexus mitacle, witiciu siîowcd Ilii

pom-erful te rescîxe ian from death's dominiomi. Smîch iL was
te all te aîîostlus, as every bock cf tae New 'resbaincnt -wit-
îîesseLh, tellititg itex Gcd ancinîcui Jeans cf Nazarabli %ith
bue Bly (litut atîm %vitm poweor, wlioi tenL about tlointg
poil andt bealimîg ail that %vere oppressed cf bte devil, fer- (oti

w-as witis llii (Acta x. 37, 3S). Such. tvas thte Gospel hiat
spokea by bte Leudù Ilinaisef, aad timon ]taitlcdl dowiu te a
later age b)y tîtoso timat lmeam-d iuini. "'Cod aite bcaring -%vit-

i.ets tvithi signs and wondfens, anmd %v'iti divers iniuaclea antd
gifLa cf b-;te lioly Cilest." (Uebrcws ii. 4 ) Sueli ia Cîtiis-
tiaitity, unexchangin g in iLs esetîce. Sucit was Cluristianity te
St. Peter, a systein attcstcd by iniraes-itself a miracle-
speaking cf the life of a Redeier whlose wiiole wcî-k o!
redenupticîs luad iLs recta in muiracle, anti ias miracuiiona.

NKow thie exigency of ev-er--huctuating opiniion seents te inie
it riglmt tlat we shuotud onîce more in tii oiay i-ecoissider te
Vory ulti suhjeit cf miracles, texliglu w% ceau bave lîttie to
adratice respectitig iL but ves-y clii argumenta.

Buot, first, la iL a diliicolty that bte rcligiots Cod lias givesi
us la thus atiracuoua ? De w-e ci ave ratmer for wltIat louks
mono lîke a itunian system, more accordant with Lime cî-dinary
experience o! -wlat wo sec anti hear ani-dxo us-atestexl
rather by sncb common ixîtersiai argumnts cf rcascning for
bte acîf-evident or easiiy-prcved brutia of iLs doctrinîes, as a
systein of philosophy wouid ustsally assent ta? WVc slial
itet, indeed, finol aliy iack cf sucb preofs cf tio religion cf
Chtriat, whcîs we lo'ok for Liem-truer and Iiiglier views cf
the nature of Ged and cf maxî'a seul than bte vos-ld had
befone guessodi at, a purer mxieaiity based on bolier motives-
aIl these apprevisxg thamîtoives te bbc conscience throxîgi thie
neason, tlac understanding, and bbc feeling.4, preclaitu bbc
eystent lu whidh blsey meet'te be iudeed God's tnastb.

Se that if Lucre lie any mari whlose nîimîd la bIna formed
that hie la batter able te approacîs thec proof cf Clînistuanity
binosigh titis avenue, let us nover bhink o! elosiag bhe gate

aglainlat himn; let us bld him. weceonio. If Lime miracles arc at
tirât a stumbling-block te any one, let us invite lîim, to corne
te us in his own way. Wne fcci a roeted conviction that lscw.

cver lie enitiracce Christ's sy tein--if ic (loci ini truth omibrace
it-le iniist nt lait e and acknuwlcî1 go thtat it ils full of
miracle. But let Iinii couic inIi is own way. ()niy for our.
selves wc wvil1 miaintain nt the outset, andI fur the grcnt miass
of ilîcu, anti iii fait nouss oveul bo tili whim ns yet thi uiracics
tîîms uunrîtbydispc:msc, that mon iioitlier doc lier ouighit
to crave for a systein wi ud is nuL IItiraciul(ims.

That, specakiig geiîerly tle, Io tie JdI cr-ave foi. it, wili I
sslîîp-c ho grantcd. Wîncu,îay i Imut say, (Il th5e systimîs

Of religion whiclm iiiam lias ever known. À.4 tioy nil,' i supf.
pose, speik of tlic %-onud îîis.el, anid it.s uuîseenl iîiabitaulttu,
aro tiu'y net ail (fuil of tlingis; aliegeti to have happ1enced lîcynuid
time Iimiits of o<pieriencc, znul (Io tlt-y înt aIl t-in iith their
traditions of tho iinirnemîllius ? Thtis lu, ci coumr'c' granted.
WhaIi.t tire tîbjeetor urgei i.%, uiit thiat muais in lu. îiriliuary

ignotrant statu (if ftelig ni of 1uw tîg Iusýre.a nlion-
uImuacIiulcus systeml, but thuat 1.0 dut(i 80 sumie .111(l mûre tire
witcu. lie graws antil tue more1 lie otntlivt-.u, as thry eay, the
fanlcies of thol çîniV chilulion..

NKow tliis is exaetly wliat %-e îhuîy. WVo iaintain, on tr
coutrary, thlat to ia:i, as uainl wliatcver stac e cf ]lis pro-

grass$,l if lie have &tilt a îmîamî'a feelings and a ixati s wvants, anid
Ji therc lies befuro hit a Ilîaîîas destiuiv, every religionî %wlimch
is wortiîy of tire naine, if it izi Li penîtîrtu forii tire part of
a rti iritirmst speakil)b lijiii of tiuî beyeuîd te ranîge of
coniiiioni experience, Yrundferfîti, sunîcruatu rai, tiiracillu, and
lie w-dl flot ho, ant ie ouglit liot Lu lie, satishied withi auy-
thiiuîg 112e8.

m o ai-o litre, iny fricnds1, not. 1 Fulipose, moue ignor.iiît anul
fiupcr stitiloîmî tliau other iui n% ho linwulà arminl isi When iii
onr muore suber and soceiitn iuuitýq, louhumîg havic (.tei n a
lice. ltftilld vit.h niany ills -am1il unward bo îîulîîc.1lov, it xuay
bo overwbvleliîiig, triails- - nay, wl-ieui wcendaoralîuti
to realise even bire preseut - ouir relations III ur ircit dubies
tcp bte liuna pouls ayotuiil lis auid to Coed ini beavoîx ; Nvlîat, is
Illi ort of aid we expet tn gain front our reliion ? Wc o l
itot ai of it to show uis 1mw to pruisper in bire woril.
l)OUîct2e and l1inlitical c coulouîy, roies cf good go verniient,

iplans for tlic social andtinftchiectual :îuuciiorutiwi (if tho ceu-
dition cf onr race, ail titese inay hoe Et at work l)y omir

teigo blrongli alîpeais of cirîstian miotives to the tvuhl, but
tiiey arc ilnt iii thienîselves religion, any miore tham phty.ical or
mnathîematie:ui seience is. Nay, the beat nute, wliu are the
nîcat energetie iii tucm utatters, do0 tiicy mot no-4t feci the
need of soimothing wleîpionces down dlceper ami riscs tri
igîmier than an)y linan tscience eau, soincblinwhiichi shial

speak te thiton cf triits hcyond tire range cf mnan's coinmon
litowlcdIge ? I)o bbicy net, long for Borne sýtreaui of liglît pour-
ing down upon tlieir conmun life amit thîcir cooluxun know-
iedgc btraitglitt froin te bliroue of Cod ? I)e not thîcir bearta
yearn for a stability auxîdit lifgcs chiatigcs, such as they ouiy
kîmow tviîo fecd thi:t tlîey rest ci! <Jui(l ? Wliat gond ilnan andi
wlîat, wlac mrian in tue iitist cf tlre dibtracetioiia cf lifui doca not

iong fur coînîniutiei w-itth Funmethîug- beyond titis life aud
aiteve iL, and doca net weieumie miesaýges wliicb corne te hitii
froni tue bîtld liîscon ? I aîupeal neot cnfly to thîce, timon bîisy

worldiy brador, %tvliose jud.-iienta as b) fie init.4 betwceix
riglit anti wroug are bcin)g warped by tue intense preusure (if
thîy buisines.s, anid tiin cagerinesa te grew richi. WVbat la
ueedfni for te te save liîy hmart frei beimîg ail iii thîy sboli,
La prevent, ail liner (o elings fron wt-tlhcriug and tlyiing withiii
tlmee . .Ilibas îîid.,d( îthlc fanily affections, icbil,
lightiy used, inighit softii blîco, but thoni art grewving dead
aiitd seitisli, ani tiy % emy fanti;ly is buming (le-ar te thice oniy
als a sort of reprodction cf thyseif. Tfhu art fast coming te
this, tliat tin eanst not realise a world cf wiuic thion art not
thyseif tlic centre.. Thoux wiIt q-ay bisou art a caneful chîxrel,

oreia el.gor Yes, but still 1 doubt vhueblucr mnany thougbta
cf1 Geol airc With thc even ;1i His lioeuse. W'Vlîat timon needest
sa te bc neused by (ihrist's veice, as Mattiiew wvas, sitling at
the receipt cf costmn ; Chîist's voice, a veice freni the unsen
landi, te speak te, tbee cf otiier thtîngs titan tituse wiie arc
ccntinuaiiy around thice-tc tell thec te stand np frein flic
nîldst cf the dust and litirry cf thine incessant occupations,
and straia thtine oye fer a far lock-out. IL m culd hbceh for
LIce if thiona eoildst pierce tiireugh tire iniat anti elod of thy
diugy d ligpaeanti gaze upivard te flic briglut tîtrone cf
Ced. Didst blcu, net loso a dear child long age iii tbc fresh

days cf thy early wedded life, and as thonu didst lay iL is its
uitile grave didst thon net shîed tears then fromn blose cycs
ncw for se long a tinie unused te any aigu cf sefbnesa ? How
long is it now silice tlîou hast visited that grave, or evea
thcuighlt cf it ? Whore lu tby ciid? I3st thson, no desire


