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CLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

OWEFN SOUND. .

To the Lditor of the Record.

Dear Sin,—

It may be interesting to come of your readers .
to know something of what we me doiug, as
Church, in Owen Sound—congregated, us we
are, fromn various purts of the provinee, where we
have severally left our relatves and tucads, whe
are jnterest=d in our welfare.

In the beginning of last summer, a funale
sewing nssoctativn was formed, in conncetion
with our congeegation. ‘I'he immediate cliject
was to procure a pulpit Bible, ard other veedfid
things ljur the Chureh,  Fomales in all pants of
our scattered congregation tuok a lively twrerest
in it ; and ladies of other dunominations hindly
tendered their assistance, which was very grati-
fying.

Oun the 25th ultimo, they had a sale. A large,
number of people were tu attendance, and most
of the articles were disposed of,

In the, evening, a soiree was held in the chureh,
at which were present about two hundred pere !
sons. After tea, W. . ‘laylor, Esq., in the |
name of the assodiation, presented to me, a8
wminister of the congregation, an eacellent Engtish
pulpit Bible, and two Psalm Bouks, and also a’
Gavlic Bible and Psalm Hooks, fur the pulpit, in’
an appropnate and impressive address 3 to which”
1 replied.  We were then favoured with suitable
addresses from the Rev, Mesers. Hutchinson and !
Nelans of the Methodist Church, and also {rom
Richard Caruey, Willinm Boyd, and John Fro«,!
Iaqrs.  The Rev. Mr. Wadsworth, well known !
as & warm advocate of total abstinence principles,
having unexpectedly arrived, kindly consented 1o
address the audisnee,

The choir generously volunteered their scre
vices, and acquitted themselves much to the
enjoyment and saustaction of the company.

After singing the 133d Psalm, which seemed ©
to sue to be suited 1o the oceasion, and pro-
nouncing the benediction, we pasted—cemented,
1 hope, more closcly, both as a community and
as a congregation, in the bonds of Christiun
union.

The sum reabized was about £17, which,
compared with the sums rased m some other
congregations, appears wsigmiticant, but, viewed |
in connection wah the wmopent state of thus
place, warsants us to thank God, and  tahe
courage. !

On the afiernoon of the fullowing day, we had
a meeting even more interesting.  ‘The cluldren -
attending the Sabbath scliool, about sxty !
number, met in the church and had tea, after which !
they received prizes.  They were then addressed |
by the Rev. Mr. Nelang, Mr. Taylor, the supers «
intendent, Mr. Boyd, and myself, successively. +
These addresses were listened to by the young |
congregation withmarked attention and apparent |

_jnterest.  They then retired, evidently very welly

pleased, and I hope, encouraged to persevere in
the discharge of their duties as Sabbath scholars,

T can say, for mysclf, that this wag a deeply in-
tercsting meeting ; feeling, as I did, how mnckh,
under God, the future moral and religious char-
acter of the place will depend upon the instruc.
tions which theselittle ones may receive. “'I'rain
up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it.”

I have only to add our thenks to Christim
fricnds at a distance, who kindly contributed to
ovur stock,

DURNAM.
1 Yeg also to set before your readers some !
particulars in reference to Durham and its vicinity
as & missionary field.
Durham is a growing village on the Owen
Sound Road, 43 miles north oil; Fergns, and 28

southi of the Sound, Tt ir situated on the north-

" ertr bank of the Big Saugin, the principal river
‘I'he Owen Sound, |
or Larafiaxn rond js there intersected by the -

in this part of the country.

Durham rond, which renden it a place of cons
crable jmpostanee,  'Fhis road opens up a vast
tract of Lund, ns vet almest an unbroken forest
cast and weet, apart of wléel iy atnongst the
best in the Provinre  ‘Vhis is paricalarty rrue of
the country hetween Dwham ond Lake Huren
Iu the owndips of Bentinek aod Brant, the Land
i< verythickly sestled an ench <ide of the road ahout
30 miles west fom the Owen Sound road, and a
large portivn of the prople are Peechvrevians, ad-
heretite of our Chutreh, swhie are in a very desritane
state in regrid 1o the meara of geaee, baving
wover heon visite 3 by any Presdytetian Miniseer
or Preacher of our Chureli exeept onee by miyenlt
in January laer, when 1 had the pleasure of
preaching to about 50 people, I lemned, while
there, that there is a station of much greater im-
portance in Brant, seven or cighs miles further
west,

Iast of Datham thiere is also a settlement of
Presbyterians, which was aceasionally supplicd by
Mr. Nicolson last summer.

At Darham the sacrament of the Lornd's Sup.
per was dispensed by Mr. Smellie, of Fergus, and
we having formed a Kk Session, by associating
with us Mr MeDiarmd, an BElder from anr cone
gregation here, and other two Elders, Messrs
Ledigham and Brown, who reside at some dis-
tance from the phice.

‘The serviees commenced on the preceding
‘Thursday, as a day of hemiliation,  ‘The <+ate of
the weather and the roads was very unfavourabls,
which prabably prevented many from attending
On the Sabhath, however, we had aboutr 300
hearera. “Ihe services were conducted in Bug-
lish and Gaelic, in sepireate places, which were
crowded,

Sixty communicants were enrolled, and a num-
ber of children were baptized.

‘I'hus a congregmion was formed which, with
the blessing of God, we hope will be the begin.
ainning of betrer days amengst the people of that
vicinity.

Mr” Smellie and I regretted much that these
prople were to be left again as sheep without a
shepherd.  ‘Ihey have none to remind them of
their solemn obligations as professing Christians.
‘The natural consequence {we ay expect) is
that any aood imw--ssiunw that may have been
made by the adiinistention of word and ordi-
nance, 13 long ago cfficed by the coes of this
world, We muxt not, however, linut the Holy
Ose of Israel, if he pleaze 1o make aay sced tha
was sown fruitful, he is not confined 10 meane,

The prople appeared anxions for the preaching
of the gospe} among them, and there was g
meeting of the congregation leld afier the ser-
vices on Manday, and steps were taken 1o sup-
port the Home Mision Fand, and 10 obtain the
services of one of the Students during the coming
cummer, in which we bope they may he success-
ful. *i he harvest ia thisz quarter 1s truly “plene
teous, and the labourers are few ”  Let us pray
1o the Lord of the harvest, that ie may * send
forth more labourers.”

1 remain, Dear Sir,
Yours, &c,
Joux McKisxox.

B Y
MISSIONARIES FROM IRELAND.

The Doard of Missions of the Preshyterian
Church in Jreland have apy od four DMissi
anes to the North Amierican Colonics, viz.:i—
Rev. W. P, Grey, Minister ot Lowtherstown,

. Rev. \Wm. Hogg, formerly of Bandun, and re-

cently of Belfast Town Mission,

"Mr. J. Mitchell, Licentiate of the Preshytery of

Dunegal, .
M. George Brown, Licentiate of the Preshyiery
of Ballibay.
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SUSTENTATION OF THE MINISTRY.

To the Editor of the Record.
Sin—

1 share in the anxiety cexpressed by your
cortespondent Q., in regard to the impostang
matter of the susTentuuon of onr winistens j—
, peesnnded, nx L aw, that, unnl it be pluced on a
[ sounder basts, . pogress and efliciency of the
i Churele will be gnevously himdered.

i The poorer and weaker congregations must be
seaved from rum;” and the postion of the
majorty of the mimsters most be £0 raized as
that, freed from the heanegnawing anxicties
ansng not terely om nsuihicient jncomes, but
from mwegularty of payments, they may be
« enabled to give themselves wholly to their work,
- and take their proper place as the leamned intel-
higent leaders of an mtethigent and active laity.

A general sustentation fund, therefore, seems
' to me indispensable.  In this way only con we
1 suve many congregations from rum, and Learing
! one another's burdens fultil the law of Christ 5 in
! this way only shall we feel ourselves to be indecd

“ one body,” sharets abike of weal and woe, of
! prosperity and advetsity 5 this is the only feavible
t way by which the incomes of the ministers of the

weaker conyregations can be increased, and,
* what is seateely less important, regulanty of
' payment insuted ;—everyboly knows how sudly
" a moall income is fotered away by the jrregu-
< larity and uncertainiy of the tme of payment.

Onc or two other modes of bettering their
; condiuon may be suggested,

A fuad for the widows aad orphans, and, con-
joined with this, a provision for the supersnnu-
ated. ‘This is hapmly bezun, and 1 canuot bnng

" myself to thnk zo 31l of «ae Church as to suppose
for a woment the possibility of us failure.

Following the cxample ot the Free Chureh of
Scotlznd, let us endeavour to provide a mause
and a small glebe for cach congregation.

Afier the same noble example, let us take
measures to ruse the 3 1o the minvimum
supend of L1235 cy.

1 quite agree with you that the learning and
endowments of our ministers oagrht to be raised
to a high standard ;—the times, the Church
herself, the increased and iacreasing intelligence
aof the Iaity alike demand it ; but with the present
inadequate provision for the majority of them, 1
hold it to be listle better than idle mockery to
tulk of it. )

e that wishes to spare his purse will never
want a plavsible and satisfactory pretext—satise
factory, at least, to himself; Lut surely some
tetter way of hindering unworthy winisters from
entering the Church may be found, than the
strange one of keeping worthy and faithful men
at the starvation point ; and surcly a luy elder-
slup and deaconship, coinposed of shrewd, intelli-
gent, and caleulating wen, will be quite able to
manage this business eatisfuctorily. Upon them
the duty properly devolves,

1 heartily re-ccho the words of your corre-
spondent.  ** It gladdens iy heart to hear that a
movement hag been made towards this desirable
olyect by influenual parties in your city.” [ also
agrec with lim, that jt is mainly 1he business of
us—the laitv. Let the committee, then, go on,
undiscouraged by the apathy of any party. Qur
own welfare, our children's, the welfare of the
Church of the Living God—aye, and to no small
extent, the welfare of our country, is linked with
their ohjeet. 1 know that I give tterance to
the sentiments of not a few when I say, that we
will count it a privilege to be allowed to be fellow
workers with them.

o c———

1 am, Sir,
Your cbedient servant,
A Lavaax,



