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Heo thus doscribes in contrast tho depatiure o tho distinguished mis.
sionary i—
+ The last week of his gojourn amanget us, was the v woek of aur
Religions Anniversatior.  Whe that heard him at the 1 donsry Cone
vention, betore the Christian Uniot, the "Tract and Rible Socicties;
before the l’rcsbywrinn, or the Amepean Boeard of Ferewgn ,\hnwng’
can ever forzet the thrilling elnquence, amd the apostolieal zeal with
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which be urged the varions tribes of Iarael to go up and 10 promenes the !

land.
elegantly dolivered, falling upun the audience hike spow.finkes upon
the running stream, and forgotten by spaker and hearet at the cliwo
of the servico. Thry were wonds from the heart which all fely, and
which will never bu furgatten.  "'hey wern uails driven inte a sute placo.
e there scattered sced broad.cast, which will bear fruit long after he
hae fallen to slecp on tho bankeof the Ganges,

The morning of his departore was one of thrilling interest, llo
was tho guest of Robertl, Siwart, Euq, who entettained him and his
friands with princely hospitality. T'here, sursounded by the family of
his host, and & fow of his moto intimato friends, he 1ed in the morming
prayer; a scene nevcr to bo forgotten.  Afier atending to & fow items
of businces, he went, with his friends, to a meeting for prayor in the
church of the Rev. Mr. Thomeon. Tho church was neatly filied wirh
ministers and people.  Tho services woro closed by Dr. Dufl in a few
simple, sublime words of lasewoll, and with the benedieton.  And
such was the throng to shako his hand jn a responsivo farewell, that with
difficulty he could enter the carringe which wna to convey him to the
steamer.  But the scenc at the steamer defies description.  ‘Tho wharf,
and the noble Pacific were crowded with cleraymen, snd Christiane,
amembled to bid him adiew. Many could only take him by the hand,
weep, and pass on. Never did any man leavo our thores 80 oncirclad
with Christian sympathy and affcction.  All felt that that was to he a
final adiew, and thcy moutned moet of all that they should sce his face

fio more,

When ordered to the wharf from the steamer, 1he people sought every
point where they could catch a Inst glimpee of him.  As the toble boat
slowly, bet majestically moved from her berth, not 8 word was utiered.
Some held wp & white handkerchief——sorne waved a hat. But not a
word was uttered ! The swelling emotions of all, forbado applause, or
witersncs. We looked as long as we could discera his countenance, and
then we turned away, praying to heaven that his voysge homeward,
aod thea Eastward, might be as safe and as prosperous as his visit to
our shores had been popular and weeful. No such man has visited us
sinoe the days of Whitefield,

LUTHER'S BIBLE.

The nine years which had elapsed betwcen the day when Luther took
his degree at Wittemberg, swearing to * teach according to the authority
of the Holy Scriptures,” and the diet at Worms {1531), had witneesed
great changes, The monk of Erfurt hatl become a world's talk. Hie
gospel—at once his, and Paul's and Christ's—had resounded from the

sine of Saxony to the walls of Rome, t¢ Paris, and even to London.—

nces and communities admired and loved him, sad thovsands were
ready for his life to lay down their own.

But the results of his teaching wp to this time. were faulty in two re.
spects. The Reformation had become cconcenteated in his person. He
was all but worshipped by many of his followers, and when the report
was spread that his corpae had been seon pierced through and through,
multitudes swore to avenye his death, *‘The unly means left to serve
ourselves,” said a Roman Cathulic to the Archbishop of Mentz, “is to
light torches, and 10 look for Luther over «1l the waorld till we find him,
and restore him to the nation that demands him.” 1f this exceesive ad.
mirstion and dependence bespoke danger of I,uther’s humility, it bespuke
danget no less imminent to the interests of evangelical truth,

Moreover, widely aa the great docirine of sslvation by grace had been
diffosed by Luther's preaching, it had not as vet sltered the outward
forms of the church. Justification by faith had, as a doctrine, effected
a lodgement in the hearts of many who never dreamed of questioning
the Papa| authority. * Lather himeelf had agmestly proclaimed it, and
had denounced the corruptions and many of the practices cf the Romish
Church without abandoning her communion, Thousands had embraced
the new faith, and yet they observed the rites and diseipline of the
sncient creed. In Sazony, and even at Wittembers, where the Reforma-
tion had gained & firm footing, the titual of the Pspacy continued in its
accustomed pomp. Priests inveighed in the pulpit against thu muse, and
thea came down to the altar, and, offering up the host of God, seemed
till to work some unspeakable transformation. The faithful still visited
favourite shrines, thongh knowing that there was no other name under
heaven given for salvation but the name of Christ; and votive gifts
were hung up on the pillas of the churches by men who yet ascribed the
praise of their deliverance unto God. % There was a new faith in the
world, but no new works ; the spring sun had sppeared, yet winter atill
bound all nature in its chaina.”

No one can defend these inconsistencies ; but they were natural, and
even in some respects advantageous. Had Luther commenced the Re-
formatiun by seeking to abolish the mass, the confessional, and forms
of worship, he would probably have failed ; and the Reformation would
have become s question, not of inward life, but of outward devotion.—
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and acting ever as he fel1, ho commenced bits work with grest
i  and with theen only at first wae he conceroed. 1le pevashed
man's WL d Christ's suflicioney, s idess wrought + n fven's
ho atte, acd the. prepars d them 1o enst ""P‘g' oragey
avd crron\whneh eomrndicted thow privey oo He first gestored treth
in deetrine, and now di e et carry ath into the forms of the
Church and inte owial - Doenae are ale ade shoben | the prartives
whieh reat upon tham begin a'ss o shak-. Tut the whole must bo
oventhrown

This deohle imperf-ction « Tthe Relrmadi- o has new 1o be remedied,
"The truth must be buitt, not upen Lather's books, bat apon the Word of
God.  This isdtho ﬁr;x wans | Trath, evre wer, neet be applied 0 il
institutione and prastiecs, eccls sinatical and suuinl,  “This seenad |
and for bath men need the Dikle.  the d

How extensive is the presen literature of vhe Chrinian Church ! It
was from ** his place of Confinement™ in Aberd. o that Rotborford sent
forth many af his letters. ‘Fhe ** cortata placo™ or which Hynyen liclied,
antd where he wrote lus matchless allegory, was Bedfird 4ail 3 and 1o 1he
eastie of Warthurg wo awe Luther's version of the New '"ostatnent. Al-
ready had the groat reformer transiated sevoral ftagments of Seripture,
The «even ponitential psalme were published in 1319, and these attemjus
had boen welcomed with avidity.  The New Tetament bad seconly
been iseued for the fitet time §n the onginal Greok by the Raman Catho-
lic cardinal Ximenes, and the Roman Cathulie echiolar Eramgs. Tho
Vuigate, though on the wholo an excollent vosion, was favity in many
places, And was aceeseiblo anly tothe learned.  Barlier German sditions
wera unidismatte and tastly  The time seemed cane, therefore, lor
a new ttansfativn,  Luther hiad lewure for it His friends arged him 1o
prepare it, and thelr voice, eclivad by providential dispensationg, ho reentds
od as the veice of God.  I1is ideas of what waa requsred in & translator
may bo gathored fron tha histary of his life,  Hehad for yonrs boan atae
dying the Hebrew and Greek otiginals with unparatieled” diligence snd
great succase. e reeolved, ho tells us, to usa no leatned or connly
worde, but such as were simple and veruacolar. o saught * nsefsrance
and advice wherever? he belioved he conld oltain them,  1e hold that
“1f ever the Bible in to be given 10 the world, it must be dane by thase
who arc Cheistians, and have the mind of Chtist ; independent of which
he adde, 't the knowledgo of language is of no avail”  And, Iantly, he
entered upon his work under the deep conviction that the cternal inters
ests of man wero connected with his succens. Lot this one Hook,”
»ays he, * be on sll tongues, in sl hands, under all eyes, in all pene, and
in all hearta.”” To the ctose for righteousness was the substance of hie
teschings, and to the Biblo for light. * Reason,” said Luther, * thinke,
Oh! if 1 could only for once hear God, I would run for him to the
World's end. Heartken, O man! my brother! God, the Creator of
heaven and carth, apeaks here to thee”

His work was hardly finished when he gained his liberty ; and, having
reviscd his version with the help of Melancthon, one of the firt Greek
acholars of his age, he prepared 1o send it 1o the prces,  With great zeal
the wotk of printing commenced. ‘Three presses wers employed, snd
as many as ten thovsand sheets were struck off every day, At last on
the 21t September, 1822, 1he complete edition of thice thnusand copies
appeared, with the siniple tille, “ The New Testament—German—Wiee
temberg ; no name being appended.  Henceforth any one could procure
the Word of God in German for half-a-crown.

The succese of this version was unexampled ; in a couple of monthe
the whole edition was disposed of, and in December a second edition
was issed, Within ten yeats a8 many as sinty-cight editions were
printed, thirty at Wirtemberg and Augsburg, and thirtern at Strashuey,
As the fitst edition was passing through the prers, Luther commenced
the translation of the Old Testament, and in 1530 the whole Bible was
publithed,

The result rurpasscd all expectation. The new version was written
in the very epirit of the sacred books, in & yet virgin tongue, which now
for the first time displayed its richness and flexibility, and delighted all
ciasses, the humblest as well as the most exalted. It was immediately
regarded as a natioral work, and has never lust its place in the literature
of Germany, It fixed and still preserves the German language.  Hence-
forth, moreover, the Reformation was no longer in the hands of the re.
former. Luther retired, giving men the Bible ; God Himself appestred,
and men listened to Him. Hitherta the Refonnation had affirmed the
doctrine of justification, had denounced monasticism, and mote recently
had set aside the mases ; but it hed done no more. In one writing a
solitary truth had been set forth, and an error had heen denounced in

her. The ancient system was cvery whero shaken, but a new system,
whether of truth or of duty, to occupy its place, was wanting. That
want the publication of the new Testamentsupplied. While Liuther was
shut up at Wartburg, Melancthcn had sketched his work on « Theolo-
gical Common-places,” and had prasented a oystem of doctrine and
practice solidly based, and of admirable proportions ; a system rematkahle
for its simplicity and scripturalness. The Bible justified the aystem, and
it proved iiself 10 be, as Erasmus described it, a “ complete army ranged
io order of battle againet the pharisaical tyranny of false doctors.”” Lue
ther's admiration of it was unbounded, e Mmself had been labousing
to quarry frum Scripture singlo stones ; here they were collected into a
majestic edifice. ** If you wish to be theologians,” said he, # read Me-
lancthon”  In seventy years this work passcd through sixty-scven edi.
tions, without counting translations, Next to tho Bible, it contributed
most to the establishment of the evangelical doctrino; but without the
Bible it would have been powerjess.




