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example, bias told of having heard bun
at any public gatlhering give such a
definite testiiony. It is true that lie
exhorted others to do so, just as many a
saintly follower of bis has acted since.
In his act of urgingr otbers to testify
concerning Christian perfection, without
setting thie example, John Wesley bias
had many imitators.

Methodisin was founded on John M'es-
ley's experience of converting grace, anid
was a permanently establishied society
bef ore bis attention xvas turned seriotisly
to the subject in band. Itvw'as niot tili
soîne thirty years after tbat the subject
of Christian perfection w'as brought to
the front as a professedly realized ex-
perience.

But this revival witbin a revival
w',as plainly traced to Tiomas Walsh,
and it was ephemnerai in its char-
acter. At no time in tbe history of
Methodisn1 lias- thîis professed experi-
enice been a general characteristic, and
to-day not a twentieth part of ministry
or laity make the smallest pretension to
the experience then mnade so prominent.

Even whilst Wesley declared hiniseif
satisfied with the experiences of the
niany wvho, during the reat revival of
1762, xvitneszed 'o Christian perfection,
lie in no wvay changed the machinery of
the societies to -nieet tbeir differing ex-
perience. The -Nordiug of the covenant
and eucbaristic services stili classed al
alike, as baving failed, during any defi-
nite, lengthened period, to keep con-
verted. Mean-thile, in spite of bis
teaching that the experience wvas received
by faith any moment, and in spite, too,
of those experiences which hie accepted as
genuine, lie stili taugbit, botli by precept
and exaniple, tha-k it was .lhe outcome of
religious exercises, that it 'was, therefore,
a matter of growth.

Anid this brings us to consider the real,
basai experience of M1etbodienî, tbat
whbich was' exemplified by its hunian
founder &nd whichi constitutes the nor-
nmai experience of its nienibers. Plainly,
this. experience is a clear sense of for-
giveness and adoption throughi the un-
mistakable wvitness of the Spirit to,
these facts, and the pursuit of boly
living through the ordinânces of theý
Church, coupled with private religious

exercises. Uninterruipted wvalic with
God-walking in ail His comnmands
blamelessly-is an aspiration only, and
therefore is nut expected to be a, realized
experience.

Methodism clearly wvas raised up to
spread Âi~s experience in thie ý:orld, and
not the ideal experience presuried to
exist in holiness creeds. As such it bias
done magnificent work in the ivorld,
wvork which can sca.rceiy be exagc'gerated
in its importance.

Any impartial student of John Wes-
ley's life niust admit that the great buik
of his labours wvas to accompli8h this re-
suit. The very -emphasis be, ever and
anon, gave to the subject of Christian
perfection indirectly heiped on the basai
experience rather than the doctrine or
experience lie profcssed to ernphasize.
Hence, me hesitate not to say that he,
neither hirnse]f succeede& in illustrating
the abiiity to keep converted,nor success-
fully tlight others how to do*so.

John Wesley wvas too clear-headed a
nian to be imposed on by 1iiere doctrinal
teacbing or semni-aatinomnian device in
his quest after holy living for hiniseif
and others. This is evinced by the care-
fnl analysis of hîs own experiences given
above; and it is exceedingly probable that
if the prof essors of holiness in his day had
applied to their experiences the calm,judi-
cia1 examination illustrated by Wesley,
there wvou1d have been a greater weed-
iiig ont process than -%vas witnessed. But,
be this as it may, it is evident that Wes-
ley denîanded for himself a continuance
of the experiences of initial justification
to satilsfy bis exacting nature, and Nvhen
lie Iound theni not in perfection he re-
fused to claini bis ideal life of Christian
perfection; and so, froni the necessities
of the case, not only the buik of his
definite labours but tbe whole 6*f bhis
indirect, unconscious influence -was con-
flned to propagating the doctrine and
experien.-e of justifying grace, and
this because he had not succeeded satis-
factorily in solving the gfreat question
of how to keep converted, his higliest
practical ideal in Christian life was a
life of alteTnate sintning and repenti-ng.

Moreover, tliis is the higbest ideal
hitherto taught by His followers the
woFid over, as we wili proceed to show.


