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That it is by the trutli of the gospel received by the sinner that
soul is born again is evident from the latter part of our Sa-
viour's conversation with the Jewish IRuler. R1e illustrates the
way in which the new birth is produced by the brazen serpent.
As a penalty for disobedience the Israelitcs wcre bitten by fiery
serpents. As a remedy Moses was commanded to inake a serpent
of brass and set it upon a pole, that wliosoever looked to it maight
live. This brazen serpent was a ineans of cure to the serpent-
bitten Israelites; looking to it they Iived ; at the samne tinie it was
evidence to them of the love of that God against whom thecir sins
had been committed. The brazea serpent to whieli they looked,
and, by looking to which, were healed, was to themn an unfolding
of the heart of God. The Son of man was llfted up on the Cross;
hie mnade full atoneentt for the sins of mankind. By Iooking to
1dm pardon is reeeived. The atonement is the ground of pardon,
and faith in the atonement is the condition on wihieh God bestows
it. To be pardoned therefore it is necessary that you believe that
Jesus died for your sins. But the truth that Jesus made propi-
tiation for your sins Ieads you to see into the heart of God.
IlGod so loved the world that hie gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perisli but liave everlasting
life."7 This truth respeeting the love of God in the gift of Christ
is the means by whieh the blessed Spirit produces love to God in
the soul. Love begets love. The love of God in the gift of Christ
as your atoning Saviour is love to you as a sinner. Christ did
not die to make it true that God loves you; lie died to open a
channel for the rigliteous fortliflowingr of the love of God to your
soul. Christ the unspeakable gift is the mighty blessing, which
the river of the divine love lias borne to the souls of mnen. You
need not look for a greater or more precions gift. Look to Christ
as your atoning Saviour-to the love of God in giving him up to
suifer and die in your room-to God as wvll-pleased in Christ to-
wards you and you will love God. By faith in Jesus you are
born inte God's faiîiily; and the truthi about God's love to you in
the gift of Christ, %%Iîose atonenient for your sins God lias acceptcd,
is the inistrument i.- ed by the Iloly Spirit te restore to you the
disposition of a chi'd: and you ery Abba, Father. Loving God,
you will delight in G od and in doing his will. It is thus by receiv-
in& the incorruptible seed of the truth about Jesus into your mind,
that you are bora agrain. The Spirit begets the soul anew with the
word of truth. The love of God to you iii the gift of Jesus aton-
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