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IWHEREWITH.

Wi can learn something of God
from His works around us, and from
the study of our ourselves. But we
feel that all we can thus know falls
very far short of the truth of what
He is who has made us and the
world we live in.  Words that come
to us from God tell us more clearly
and fully of Him with whom we
have to6 do. ‘They help to throw
light on what is often hard to under-
stand, shewing us, at least in part,
the meaning and aim of God’s ways.
What we can learn of God’s holiness
and the knowledge of right and
wrong which is ours by nature, night
guide us, more or less fully and clear-
Iy, how to live so as to please God.
But we are thankful for the laws which
tell us what He wills, and how we
ought to live before Him 1t His
word did not teach us, much of our
duty, in the doing of which we gain
much blessing, would not be thought
of.

So it is with worship. We feel
that God should be thanked and
praised. There is that in us which
seeks to draw near to Him who
makes so great a claim onus. And
there is that in us which bids us be
careful how we come. We want to
bring the right offering in the right
way e dare not take for granted
that anything will do for God, and
that we can lay it before Him any-
how. If God did not guide us in
this matter we should be right to do
our best, trusting that He would for-
give our mistakes and accept us.
But we are not left thus to feel after
God, and to think out for ourselves
away of coming to Him. In the
days of the Jewish Church all was
laid down with great fullness; so
that His people knew how to act in

all their times of drawing near.
Christ has not left us in our ignor-
ance to use was of our own. We
are told how to be made His at first,
and how to keep up our union with
Him. We are told how to bring our
prayers and praises so that we may
have sure faith that they are heard.
We are unthankful and presumptu-
ous if we fail to use teaching which
God gives. If we neglect His rule
and follow our own will, we have no
more right than Cain or Saul to hope
that our offering will have any worth.

Christ teaches us plainly, if He
teaches us anything plainly, that Bap-
tism is the way of coming to be born
of water and the Spirit, and so to en-
ter into the church, the kingdom of
God. Why He chose this way, and
how this way leads to the end, we do
not know; nor does it matter wheth-
er we do or not. All we know is
that if we seek His gifts in the way
in which He tells us, we shall find
that He is true to His word, and to
those who in trust obey Him.

Again, He teaches us in His own
words and those of His Apostles,
that in some way which He knows,
we dwell in Him and He dwells in us,
by our “eating His Flesh and drink-
ing His Blood.” He tells us also
that what we receive in the holy
Communion is His Body and
Blood. It ought not to be too hard
for our faith to take this as true and
act on it. We are foolish if we
think we can understand everything,
or if we ask God to make us know
all that He knows about what He
gives to help us. Qur part is to
draw near for God’s gifts, as He
pleases ; His part is to bestow what
He bids us come for, as He
pleases.

Christ teaches us, morever, that
our hope in prayer, and in all the




