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The Hame and Foreign Fecord,

TFeb.

ing to and fro like thecornfield in the breeze,
whileasuppressed ““Gogoniant” (the Welsh
““Glory”) isthe response to thestivring point
he makesat the close ofhis divisions. "There
are ten thonsand people there—some said
twenty—bhut such is_the eapacity acquired
for ficld preaching, that young men and old
make themselves heard all over the field.
I sawthe Oxfordand Cambridge Volunteers,
the most hopetul youths of England, inuni-
form and in arms in Hyde Park, and I was
not inscnsible to the sublime significanceof
theiz appearance there—as though they said,
“We are not soldicrs exactly, but we mean
to defend this Buglaund of ours;” but the
sight had no sucheharms tome asthat field,
with the glovious Gospel ringingover it,and

awakening responsive echovsin ten thousand *

hearts.
FIELD PREACHING.

This fickd-preaching, at first a necessity in
Wales, is now retained as an institution in
stated connexion with the meeting of Asso-
ciation or Synod, and corresponds in some
of its features with the great ¢ Sacramenal
Scasons” in Scotland. 1t is known far and
near who will preach, and when.  The lead-
ing ministers are reserved for these oceasions,
and the people can tell when Mr Rees, or My
Edwards, Mr Morgan, or Mr Hughes, will
preach.  Two sermons are preached in sue-
cession at o diet held in the forenoon, and
two at another in the afternoon, preceded
and followed by services in the largest cha-
pels, at periods  when committees ave dis-
charging their duties.  Itis sometimes felt
that too little preaching and devotional ex-
ercise mingle with the deliberations of the
General Assembly ; and the feeling is deep-
ened by observing the mode of proceeding
among the Welsh brethren.  When the
preaching or the prayers of a great leader,
uttered with flowing tears, have melted to
tears 2 whole audicnce, ministers and peo-
ple, friends and opponents, if he have any,
there is likely to be less bitterness—is there
not 7—in the discussion that follows soon
after. The time so spent is not lost if it
help to unanimity in deciding ; and if there
be any use in preaching at all, the best ser-
mons of the best ministers must produce a
mighty cficet in such circumstances.  The
people come expecting to hear something
worth listening to, and think little of the
fifteen or even twenty miles they travel,
sometimes on foot. Thev will hear some-
thing to speak of and remember until the
next Association. Mr Morgan, for exam-
ple, picturesque, graphie, and brilliang, will
seize their imagination, and photograph up-
on it his stirring pictures, with many a dex-
terous allusion to the plan of benevolence
which he happens atthe time to have in hand.
Mr Edwards, the President of the College,
calm, quiet, argumentative, for he “isa

deep thinker,” the Welsh will tell you, un-
till his positions have been proved and illus-
trated, and then the quict stream hecomes
# eataract.  Never have I seen such an of-
feet produceil by a sexmon as in the conclud-
ing five minutes” of My Edwards’.  But the
greatest anxiety is felt to hear My Rees,
whose inimitable pathos invarinbly elicits
tloods of tems, Indeed, the people weep
now before he begins at all, as a Welsh mi-
nister snid—** T'hey know they shall have
to give way, aud they may as well at once
as not,”’—so much of eloquence is there in
the hearer, or rather so much does the etlect
of speech depend on the idea entertained of
the speaker. Who has not seen the smile
that anticipated the witticism of some noted
wag hefore be opened his lips ?

TIHEIR CRELD,

The Welsh Preshyterians hold a Calvin-
istic creed, of the type of Jolm Owen, who
is the theologian of Methodism, as they say
themselves. They have the popular right
in full exercise, though in a less systema-
tic manner than with us.  They call their
clders deacons 3 but without making any
offensive comparisons, their deacons scem
to be, in all the functions of the office, at
least on the level of our eldership. They
have practical synodical action, as we have.
Iquality of rank obtains among the minis-
ters as with us, and cldevs oceupy the place
ours do inthe church courts. ‘l'o one thing
only among us would they take objection.
"They have never been in a position to see
a church endowed by the State that com-
manded their vespeet ; and from that State
Church they have received treatment the
reverse of conciliatory. It scems to them a
natural thing that a State-paid Church
should of necessity be  State-governed.
When they understand that we are as free
as they are, and that, iftettered by the State,
we should do as their founders did, they
are as inuch reconciled as any Christians
can be who have long complimenied them-
selves with the sophistical appellation of
“ Voluntaries.” They have mmong them
ministers and laymen who would do honor
to any commumty, and who wowd feel per-
feetly at home in all the arrangements of &
Tresbyterian Church.

THE PROSPECT.

‘Why then, it will be asked, ave they not
one with us?  The answer is, mainly be-
cause we really did not know one another.
To this mutual unacquaintance, difierence
of language in some degree contributed.
That, however, is ceasing to he an effectual
barrier.  Inmany Welsh towns the English
langmage is making way, and an English .
service has heen a suceess in the haads of
the Congregationalists, and is being found
desirable by the Presbyterians. Ilerc is a



