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is a grecat wrong, not only to them, but to the people who are the
victims of this avariciousness; they unscrupulously charge the cx-
orbitant fce becausc it is “ American dentistry,” while the truth of
the matter is, dentists of ability in the States are not guilty of per-
forming opcrations such as arc classcd here as American, Asare-
sult, the standard of Amcrican dentistry in London is anything but
what we could wish, and, as scen by most English dentists, is far
from being a credit to those who should be representatives of the
profession, capable of upholding its high rcputation and standard
abroad. Why is this? naturally may be asked. The answer is
not very hard to find, when it is known that there arc several
companics in London, with branches throughout England, who
claim to be, and advertisc as, Amecricans, and it is certain that
many whom they cmploy are young men from the States.  LEvery
dentist who carrics on a respectable practice will most emphatically
condemn their methods.  Some of the work done is not worthy of
any American ; yet fec enough is charged to command the best
obtainable scrvice from the hands of our experts. Their charges
arc excessive for what is really bad.

With this state of affairs going on for ycars, it is not surprising
that our standard should be looked upon as no improvement upon
that of the English. In private practices, there are many at
present who for years worked for these firms, and finally cstab-
lished themselves when their time expired for which they were
“bound out,” for no one can sccure a position who will not sign a
contract that binds out of London for so many miles and for so
many yecars. Somc of thesc men go on with the same kind of
work, and coin money. Even in the aristocratic West End (which
onc might think would be free from such) they arc to be found.
Some who never attended college put “ Dr.” on their door-plate,
and “Doctor of Dental Surgery” appcears, in so many words, on
advertising cards, in defiance of the law restricting them from
practising in Great Britain. There are men who charge five
hundred dollars (and it has been paid) for a full denture, gold basc
and rubber attachment, while if a tooth be a triflc off color, it is
cut off and a crown put on at large expense.  Many of thesc char-
latans place large fillings over putrescent pulps, while the best is
being paid for and supposed to be received. There are many
working in this way, against whom the more lecarned and skilful
have to compete, the latter in modest and professional manner,
while the former class are obtrusive and gain the patronage of the
wealthy and nobility, for the rcason that, being Americans, better
services are supposed nccessarily to follow. What wonder that the
standard is not being elevated! But some there are who arc faith-
ful and conscientious, and the English dentist is fair enough to ac-
knowledgce a good production from the land of the Stars and Stripes.

Graduates of American schools have practically no opportunity



