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1IIG VEGETABLE (GARDEN.

Teatment of Farm-Yard Manura for Gardens.

Few subjects ave of more importanco to the gar-
den v, ov huve led to the expression of more opposing
viewss from different writers, both practical and sci
entuie.  One class recommend vehemently that ma-
nuve should be thoroughly rotted in the yanl before
putting 1t out on the land, aud support their pomition
by arzuiag that manure 1s not fouid for the plm}t
until it s decampased ; also that, when manure jx
rotted, 1t requires less labor to haul and spread it, in
conseruence of the greas dumnution mats bulk. This
latter argument can only count on the supposition
dhat, a'tliough the bulk be so greatly dimnushed,
the virtue of the manure all remains, which is most
ceriinly & mistake. Another party advecates put
ting out the manure wiule quits fresh or * green,’
and immediately spreading 1t on thn land. “Advo
cates of both measurcs ‘mmt triumph i 1y to resulte
a3 conclusive evidence that they are mght. It is nnt
to bo demcd, of course, that a marked effect will
follow esther coursa alluded to, especially af sufficient
manure be applicd ; aud yes both of these plans are
greatly wrong, though partly night. It is quite trme
that manure is not ’1;'004 for the plint until 1t is de-
composed or “rotted.” Dut the fatal objection to
roiting in the yard s that, by so duing, we loso say
one-half of a valuable commodity. On the other
han:l, 1t 18 true that putting out green manure puts
all tho constituent elements on the land ; yet the
following grave objections exist agamst the })!an -
1. It docs not mcrease the manure; 2. It doces not
improve tho quality; 3. It sceds tho land with
weeds ; 4. It does not save labor or time, and may
cut the ground up objectionably. But, can a process
be suggested which possesses all these advantager
withont the drawbacks? Yes, I am confident tha
the following process will meet all objectisns, an.
will also increase the bulk of manure ; will mvove
the quality ; will kall the weed seeds, without m
creasing the labor; and will throw much of that
work into seasons of the year which are not so pre-
cious as that in which yards are usually emptied.
The process is as follows :—On the ground where it
i3 desired to have the manure, sclect an elevated po-
sition, and with the awd of the pickaxe and shovel,
make a long, shallow trench, say G or 7 inches deep,
and 2 or 3 feet wide; throw the earth out on the
upper side of the trench. Tlus trench may be made
atany time, but one must always Le prepared just
beforo winter, say in the carly part of November.
Next, in cleaning the stables, always shovel imme-
diately into the cart o waggon an(g haul at once to
the trench, where 1t may be dropped in a manner
o3l conventent for covering. Then cover the ma-
nure as soon as possible with earth taken from either
side of the trench, until the manure is covered with
twice its bulk of earth. The dricr the carth and the
mora pulverized the better. Let the carth cover all
the manure as cflectually as possib.e, to arrest the
gascs arising from the decomposing manure. In this
state it may stand as long as desired without luss, 1f
the wecds are not allowed to grow on top of 1. A
month before using it should be examined, and if not
thorouzhly rotted, the heap should be lightened up
and stirred, to admit air amrl) moisture.  When ready
for use, the manure has almost disappeared, and the
carth having abuorbed all the gases evolved in the
act of decomposition, has become manure. But, in-
asmuch a3 we doubled the bulk of carth to the ma-
nure, we have twice as much manure as we had, and
morezover we have two loads on the lugh part of the
ground for the hauling of one, thus lessening greatly
the labor of drawing to the garden. Hence it fol-
lows that this process pays best where you have to
haal farthest and lng}lest; the spreading, being
downhill, is casier.

The main principle of this process is the well
known quality which earth possesses of “fixing”
gnses.  The earth retains these gases, which are the
vital fertilizing properties, until the plant ront comes
in contact with it. 'This fertilizing carth is very
durable, as ‘“nothing is lost,” indeed,fits effects have
been plainly visible on the spot where it had been
spread ycars and years before, By this process 1
conceive that every possible objection in the treat.
ment of manure 13 obviated, cvery leak stopped, and
every advantage gained. When the compost is
thoroughly ¢‘cooked ” or rotted, the weed sceds must
be killed, and the manure is fit food for the plant.
Itis amanure fit for any or all crops. For digging
under and top-dressing, we have the high authority
of the late Prof. Johnston for saying, that when a
compost is made of more than one constituent, the
mass is equal or superior to its best part. From this
it would follow that t* ¢ whole of the compost heap
is at least as good as the best ingredient which came
out of tho stable, and that the quality of the whole
is improved.—Cullivator.

Plantivg Horse-Radish.

If we look through our markets and see the chunky
stulf sold for horsc-ralish, it is clear that not one iu
a hundred know how to grow it.  1lorso radish well-
grown 13 as prolitable as any garden crop, but we
tnnk there 13 not much profit in the scrubby stuft
rvefereed to,

To have good horso-radish, a rather heavy soil
ahould be chosen, but by no means wet, though one
wlich gardencrs would call damp and cool will be by
no meaus objected to, It cannot very well be made
too rich, and if even trenching the gnmnd 18 to find
favor it will surely be 1n favor with thus crop. Most
of our readers know what gardeners call trcnching :
if not, the more agricultural term of sub-sothing wili
givo a good idea.

Now the object in raising good horse radish is to
have long, clean, straight roots, and good cultare ie
to get these.  In raiming horse.radish, every picce of
the root which has a little of tho crown grows.
tienerally pieces an inch or so long ave set just
hencath the soil, and one or more buds start up tc
make crowns with leaves, and others go down to
makea root orroots. Theee aro then forky or twisted
and give the wretched roots we sce. "Lhe proper
way 18 to make holes with a dibble, post-spady or
crowbar, 50 as to let the small picces which are to
make plants go down a foot or morc. Then fill in
the holes and wait. The result is that in a counle of
months a sprout will start upwanls to the saiface,
and this sprout in time becomes the straight, clean
root we have spoken aboat. The second scason after
planting they will be in marketable condition, and
should Do all taken up and marketed that season 224
a new plantation made in liko manner on ths same
ground  From the picces left in the ground by the
tigging of the old roots many will come up, and
these are generally relied on to form the succeeding
crop ; but these sprouts shonld be hoed off as they
come and be regarded as nothing but weeds, which
everything that comes up where it is not wanted is.

In sctting out the rows must be made about
cightcen or twenty inches apart, and the pieces to
form roots be planted about four or six inches apart.
The distance, however, between the rows is to be
regulated by the method of culture. Where the
plougl: is nsed to clear out hetween the rows, they
must be wider than when grown as a garden c-op.
I'he vichness of the ground will also regulate the dis-
tanee to put the sets apart  ‘I'he richer the ground
tho closer the sets may be pnt.

If these simple hints are followed, one need never
bo without & good relish for fish, roast becf, or any of
the multitudinous dishes where a little pungency 1s
not to be despised.—Germantown Telegraph.

Cabbage Culture.

The Premium Flat Dutch, when true to nama, is
one of the most reliable kinds of cabbage for field
culture. Sow the sced in nch garden soil, 1n rows
twelve inches apart, about the first of May, Sced
sown at this date will give mzeable plants by the
middle of June. They may be set out at any time
from then until the first week in July, at distances
2} feet between, and 2 feet apart in tho rows. Like
onions, cabbage can only be made to pay when grown
on strong, deep and rich ground. Sixty to seventy
two-horse loads of barn-yard manure to the acreis
none too much for cabbages. Five acres of tlns crop
or of ontons are, however, by far too much for a be-
gmner to undertake. It would be much better policy
to atart with say half an acre of cach the first year,
and learn the details of the busingss from experience.
[t scldom turns out otherwise than in loss and die-
appointment, when so much 1s attgmpted on the start
by inexpericnced persons. Heavy losses the first
year always dishearten the novice.—New York
Tribune.

To Grow L;.rge Melons.

Wher a melon gets as large a8 & cucumber take a
larnme needle and pass a yamn thread (perhaps sev-
eral tlu uls twvisted together will be best) through
the stem. of the melon, so that the end of the thread
will come near the top of the stem. Now place the
lower portion of the thread in a bottle and fill with
water, The melon will soon drink up the water,
when more should be added. It is said that the
will thus consume a quart or more per day, and will
cventually grow to an enormoussize. They will not,
however, possess the sweetness of those grown in the
natural way.

I have never tested the foregoing, but my source of
information is such that Iplncc?'ull reliance in theplan.
Pcrhaps by sweetening the water aud adding some
spices, any desired flavor could bo imparted. Who
will test the matter by experiment 2—ZBryan Tyson,

Raising Tomats Plants.

BY J. B, ROJT, ROGKFOND, TLL,

Latein February wo make our first sowing, and
repeat 1t every weck or ten days to keep vp o suce
cession and provide against acenlents,  l'or this pur-
pose use hight boxzes filled nearly fuli of compost
which can bo casily hifted in and out. The cheapest
arc sccond-hand boxes from grocery stores, which
can be split after the coveris nuled on and made
mto two, At this season of the year the bed must
be a deep one, with abundanco of heat, and the
plants will then put in an ecarly appearance. and
should remaiin in the samo boxes until they touch
each other between the rows if the rows are an inch
apart,  They aro then transplanted into other buxcs
an inch apart cach way. Cases in which oysters in
tho can have been shipped, sphit into two, are cheap
and very conven'ent, and thirteen usually fit neatly
mto a framo 12 by 5§. Iere they are a'lowed to re-
main until they again touch and crowd.

For their next receptaclo we provide quart oyster
cans cut into two. This makes of cach can two neat,
stout tin boxes threo inches deep, two wide, and
threa long; aud these are convenient for so many
uses in plant growing, that it may bo worth while to
deseribs how they are c2siest cut and fitted for use.
To hold thein while being cut, make and screw to
the work bench a stout frame or lox just large
enough to hold a can on its broadside, together with
a wedge to tight:n it.  Saw-cuts directly opposite
cach other should be mado 1n the Lox, Placing s
short stiff-backed saw in theso cuts, a few quick
strokes answer to cut the can in two. Of course the
sww dulls qmcklg, Lut cuts welleven if dull, and can
ba quickly touched up with a file and Lept shnrg
enough. Fitting each half-can over a picce of har.
wood of the tight size, two or three quick strokes
serve to make holes an mch square in the bottoms,
if they have not already bzen madoe. The jagged
cdges ave then hammered smooth, andl a pine chip
coverimg the entire bottom, and yetnot fitting tightly,
isput in.  This serves a double purpose; it secures
dramage, without which a plant will not flourish,
and also serves as a means to rcmove the plant un-
disturbed from the can when wanted.

Into these half cans filled with rich compost the
p'ants are then removed with as much dirt as can ke
casily ifted with them. If thecansare then allowed
to stand a few minures in an inch of water, and the
bed for a day or two s protccted with lath screens,
the plant scarccly stops growth, and scon fills the
can with a perfect mass of roots.

When rcady for sale they are placed for a couple
of days several inches apart on boards in seme place
where the aircirculatestreely, and are thus hardened.

In these cans, if occacionally watercd, they receive
no iojury if exposed for salc on the stands for days
together. Carried into the garden they can be et
out undisturbed, and witkout inury to the can, by

ving a steady pressurc against the chip from helow,
vy which the plant, roots, and soil altogether are
taken out undisturbed. One lhardly realizes hove
nicely this is do: ¢ until he has tried it.—American
Agriculturist.

StickiNG Peas.—A correspondent of the London
Field makes a suggestion asto sticking peae, which
is worthy of trial. He thinks that *to those who
have to procure stakes at a great cost, the lollosing
method will prove advantageous, being very chesrp,
simple, and easily verformed. A few rough stakes
should be obtained and driven into the giound on
cach side of the row about twelve feet apart.  Trese
stakes should be of a correspondiog height to that of
the peas, aud when the required number for a lino
ig inserted, some tar twine or other strong cord may
be tied to the end stake, and passed along the line of
stakes, making a turn on each within a few inches of
the ground, and as growth progresses, raise the next
turn a little higher, advancing in swccession, until
the plants attain their full height. These lines being
run on at the right time, the tendiils of tne peas
will clasp firmly round them and support the plants

uvite equal to the well-known plun of aticking:
gome imagine an advantage to be obtained m this
way of traiming, as the hines get a better circulation
of air, aud pods can be gathered at all tunes withous
injuring the haulm.”

TaE fondness of John Bull for cucumbers issome-
thing remarkable, and he has carried the cultivation
of the vegetable toa high degree of perfection. Fiuit
of cnormous size is produced, some varieties bLeing
from three to four feet in length. An *cmineit
cucumber grower " last year raised 107 cucumbers of
the *Duke of Edinburgh” varicty, the agmegate
length of which was 284 feet, or an average of 32
i"g};“ each. The longest specimen measured 49
mehes,

.



