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Vor. V. No, 16

TORONTO,

CANADA, AUGUST 15, 1868.

Che Lield,

i

Cultivating the Thistle.

To the Edilor of Tur Caxapy Faruen:

Sir:—There are two thingsat thistime, in reference
to the Canada thistle, of which I would he glad to say
a word worthy of your natice  First, before the
Thistle Act waspassed in 1966, Path masters always
mowed down the thistles growing on their ruspectise
roads. but the past two years fhey bave ceased to do
&0 (at least in this loeality) There are now growing
on embankments hideous avenues of thistles, formid
able cnough to make fences, and they could scarcely
ever present a more vigorous growth; the dry weather
has hiad no retarding influence on their perfect devel-
opment. A few remarks, though having alocalrefer
ference, mighthaveagcéneralbearing Then supposing
we start from the eity westward, we find long before
quitting the limits, vacant lots. (as they are called)
complotely accupied by thistles, all of which might
have been eut down the last week in June for a very
trifle. Passing on {o a litlle west o the Lunatic
Asylum, and joining the Grand Trunk Railroad on
tbe south side of the Inke shore road, is a large por
tion of the garrison common, which some {wo or
three years ago was cullivated, but iz now again
abandoned. and here you see the thistle in its great
est slate of perfection  Somo think they might be
made nseful in the event of an invasion from that
quarter, because they could place in ambush several
regiments of soldiers, while others think intrench-
ments would answer as well; bowever, military
authoritics ought to know best. One thing is cerlain,
there is enough seed on that one spot to stock the
whole Province. Tho next remarkable thistle forest
you come {o (still going west) is a litile before you
come {o the Etobicoke river, where is a large ficld
that has been abandoned to tho thistle for five years,
and they visibly began to deteriorate for want of
proper cultivation. and this year they have god it. by
the ground being ploughed and sown with Dbarley.
Ploughing the ground that is infested with thistles
after they have ripened their tops (in the fall or in
the spring). is the unfailing way to strengthen and in-
crease their numbar. Take o large district as o
whole. it is safe o assert that in the past seven years
the thisties have doubled theirnumbers. Inall extreme
cases il iswrong to waste time in the fall or spring,
t> plough the thislle ground, or sow it with grain (for
a scason would be comparatively lost) ; butlet them
grow till after midsummer, then mow them with the
mower or seytbe, or with both, and as scon as dry,
bura them, after which plongh, and if need be, get
some help.  After this, use the cultivator at least
twice, thensow buckwhoat, with two good harrowings,
and the thistles will be at least three parts subdued,
and not one can possibly ripen seed.  As soon ag the

evop i3 ripe, cut and ranvie il, and without loss of
time, use the cultivator (not the plough), which will
take off thhe heads of all remaining thistles (lct none
eseapr) , alsu it nill canse tu gaow cvery grain of
wheat that might have shelled vut, and sv avoid
future {rouble with the neat erop. A first Jlass crop
of buckuwheat will just pay the furmer all expenses,
aml leave his land in good conditivn fur spring wheat,
to be seoded down with clover.  All the labour at-
tending the cultisation of the furegving crop will not
in the lea. t inturfere with the grain bars est, or culli-
vating, <1 colleting the farmer’s rout crop.  We find
here now and then, and Isuppose it issv everynhere,
sapient legi-ls, who boast and say they can drive &
coach ard ~ix through any Act of Parliament, and
the Thistle .Act especially, arguing * a man may grow
what he likes on hisown land.”  Well, suppose the
thistle grower is allowed {o possess this right, then
let the legislatnre come down upoa him and spoil his
market fur this class of produce, by inflicting o fise
heary enough to allow a portion of it to go to the in-
former, to mahe it worth his while to look after the
vendors of thisnuisance. There are some who care
nct for conscquences, and, so long asthey can get the
same price for thistle heads 25 for grain, or the same
price for the dead thistle plants as for hay, and
different surts of straw (especially pea-straw jthey will
continue to do so; but let the law plainly designate
all such transactions as obtaining moncy under false
pretences, with o bill of pains and peralties attached,
and the farmer wonld quickly give up growing the
vile stuff, beeause there would be no nacket for it,
and the whole community would be henefited by the
change, and none more than the farmer himself.
Secondly, I wish to say ono more word in reference
to s eding of the Caunada thistle. I have discovered
this much. thatfarmers generally donot know a thistle
seedling plant while in its infant stage of two leaves.
To all such I would say, beg or bay a pinch of
lettuce seed and sow it, fur the young seedling is pre-
cisely similar to the young thistle, being closely
related to cach other as species. X have recently re-
ceived a Chicago newspaper, in which I saw asignifi-
cant heading {o a paragraph, namely, The Canada
Thisl’. The wriierimplores one and all to lend o
helping hiand, to spare #o cxpense to arrest and exter-
minate its presence, for it has made its appearance ia
threo places, at least, in Ilinois. The reason assigned
for this vigilance is, its presence will depreciate the
value of land twenty-fivo per cent. I was not aware
till recently of that gencral incredulity among farm-
ers in dishelieving the propagation and extension of
tho thistle by ilsgeeds. To reason from analogy and
from facisol’ every year's experience, Isce no reason
to conclude that the thistle sced is less cerlain to
grow (when placed in favorable circumstances) than
any other weed; and if so it might fairly beinferred
there is not ono in & million that is not capable of
prodacing o plant. But if thoy all grew, it wonld be
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woc to the inhabitants of lerra firma, at least; fur to
mulliply every year's product for twenty-ve years
by eleven thousand (tho product of one thisile) would
produce cnough to sow thickly the whole globe, and
then there would be sufficient left to build a bridge
acrossthicAtlantic, althoughthe watersshouldbe miles
deep. The learned tell us that one pair of red
spiders would soon produce a quistillion, but then
there are other animals that would as goon consume
them, and birds eat an cnormuus quantity of thistle
sceds. Tlistle sceds, doubtless, are endowed with the
same powers in common with othersceds, to preserve
their vitality when buried deep in the ground, and
when divested of their hoary trapping can fall downin
crachs in common with other sceds. But X anticipate
some will say **let us have facts and not theory.”
Here theyare: Seven years ago Ireclaimedaportion
of a swamp whereno thistle over grew nor could any
animal pass over it. In 1865 I had to abandon part
of it (being cultivated with the spade), but in (e
full there was aheavy crop of grass, &c. Onmowing
it (to my surprise) I found it full of thistles
half a yard high, and on exanining them I found
every one of them were scedimgs.  Every year we
make up a hot-bed in the spring, and collect somo of
the Lest carth we can get to put on the top, and the
sewdling thistlc has never onco failed to he thickly
represented among & multifarious mass of weeds.
Last year, while walking across a ficld in company
with a farmer, be stooped down and picked up some-
thing ; it was a thistic head, and full of young plants.
Ho remarked that «some people did not believo they
grew from seed, but seeing was believing.” I have
done the same thing myself without being curious
cuough to count their number. This spring & neigh-
bouring farmer called on me, and, of course, we had
some talk about tho thistle.  After referring to this
fact that farmers did not beliovo the gseeds grew, e
said: I was determined to putit to a test, I took a
thistle-liead and planted it, and there camo up just
fifty plants.” Ilivenextto a reighbour whodon’t be-
lievein bothering about thistles at all, aud cnormous
quantities overy year go to sced, of which I get o
large share.  This spring I ploughed up & meadow,
having been down five years, and the scedling thistles
sprung from the upturned soil by thousands, the sced
baving lain baricd all that time; and if tho vitality
of the sced was preserved for five years so it would
be for filty, or fivchundred. This spring X dugup a
picce of ground that had never beforo been distarbed
by plough or spade, from which grew thistles and an
enormous lot of mullen. I have now onc seedling
thistle growing from the top of a stump, which I hope
{for a time) to preserve. Before bidding adicu to this
subjcet permit me to refer to friend Peter Shisler’s
lastlctter on this subject. e speaks of theseeds of
thistles as imaginary focs, but tho plant itself as a
real one, and assorts: “the most carcless could
not fail to observo that its principal modo of pro-



