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wheal. The six little objects get the run of tho pas-
tu; ¢, with the cows, in summer, and spend the winter
in circumnavigating the barn in scarch of that. to
them, lerit incognita, & warm spot, and in picking up,
i they move, any coarse straws which the older und
~tronger aunimald may have left uneaten. At two
years oll, if they livo so fong, they arc allowed to be
*in calf,” and in process of time—the productive
powers of the farm remainiog unimpaired—there ate
wwenty-four moro heads, (cach with a mouth in it),
ninety-six_legs, and so on. A\ large stock is thus
soon ncquired; but increased resources for thefarmer?
Alas!no.  Every mouth that cannot be keptfull is a
liolo in his pocket. Believe me, Mr. Editor, some
such advice u3 this i3 urgently needed by not a few :
raisc as large & crop as you can, and get it eaten,
without waste, in thoroughly warm and dry houses,
by as few animals as can accomplish tho task. Jtis
vanity for farmers to expect to wear kid gloves and
stove-pipchats, to drive “ great travellers” in Concord
buggics, or to enjoy any of the Juxuries of life, wntil
they bestow some of’ ita comforts upon their cattle.

FUITARMER, Jex'r.

Nepean, Co. Carcleton, Mavch 20, 1868.

Group of Oxfﬁl_ Down Ewes.

Tut: Oxford Downs are a recent and beautifu)
varicty of sheep, obtained by judicious erossing and
improsements a-
mong members of
the loag-cstablish-
¢d and higbly-priz-

Care of Horses.

AFTer about twenty.two ycars’ expericnce asa
horse owner, 1 undertake to set down a little of my
experience concerning themanagement of that noble
animal.

Commencing when the foal is o day or two old, I
go to it, and pass my hands down its face, along ils
back, and down its legs to the hoofs, hind and
fore, not to mesmerise or charm the animal, but
to accustom it to being handled, a thing which can
not be commenced too sooit.  Foals arc animals that,
when quite young, have more sagacity, and are more
tractable and casily faught than any other animal, so
whateser you wan{ them to learn, commence before
they ave old enough to make resistance, and depend
upon i, they will never forget it. PTut a halter on
it, aml lead it abon:, but be careful not to let it
break away from you. Be very kind and gentle to
it, but show that you are its master.

I next proceed to the horse’s feet.  Horses' hoofs
are things of the greatest importance ; for who would
want to follow a lame horse al cither work o~ plea-

sure. Many things ruin tho feet of horses, which I

PREMICM OXFORD DOWN EWES AT THE LAST PROVINCIAL SHOW.

ed Down family.
Their nany good
qualit esrender
them zmong the
most d:sirable and
profitayle of the
breeds of asbeep at
present in vogue.
They ar> noted for _.
docilitz, prolific-
ness, caly matu-
rity,aptiude to fat-
ten, gred size and
weight  fleece,
purity anl quality
of wool. Tlir wool
scomrs pefectly
white, and s of re- _
markubly sot, flex- —
ible texture not o
having any € that
barsh, dry badpess
or apy of thesuort
datk bair 2. the
bottom of the facce
of which wool tap-
lers are apt tche
suspicious in Darn
sheep.  The thee
animals  herewth
illustrated, wep
imported last sun-
mer by M. I1. Cocrane, Esq., of Hillhurst, Compton,
Quebec. They avesart of a pen of five ewes that gain-
d the first prize at Yo Bath and Westof England Show
lagt year, and subsquently took the first, second and
third prizes at out own Provincial Exbibition in
Kingston. Thofleecs of tho five averaged last spring
101bs. 6 oz. Theuviage weight of the Gve ewes at
the date of our visitp Compton (cnd of February)
was 265 1bs,, and theywere all in Jamb. They and
their progeny will dobtless figure at fulare shows,
and win some of tho hihest honours. Wo sincerely
wish their enterprising ywoprictor all the prosperity
as a sheep-breeder whic,he so justly deserves.

Carster Wirte Hoas.~E, H. Edkin, of Williams-
port, sends the Amcrican \griculturist tho weight of
six pet pigs of his, fourtecimonths old, the property
of A. G. Shiffier, as follg:—No. 1, 655 1ba. live,
590 1bs. dressed; No. 2, 595 is. live, 530 dressed; No.
3, 685—522; No. 4, 523~-19:5No. 3, 435— 2393 No. 6,
406—2376.

hoof, and often causes contraction and many other
cvils, when nailed too far tothe heel, left on too long,
or when the hoof is not suficicatly pared down be-
tween shocings. Seo that the shoe is not nailed too
far to the heel.  Any intedigent man can sce when a
shoe hias been on leng enough, and take it off, when
it may b left off a day ortwo, or longer, as the case
may be. A drive over soft snow, a few days plough-
ing or harrowing, or the like, would spread the foot
and help to counteract the effects of shocing
Always sco that the hoof is properly pared down
before the shoe isagain puton., I bave often seen
the hoofs of old horses greatly improved by being
left baroa fow weeks in pasture. There are many
other things that hurt horses’ feet, as too poor feed,
too high fecd, too bard Jriving.

The most natural feed for the horse is what he can
pick for himself, but as we cannot let him run and
pick his own living, let his feed be as near natural as
possible. Too high or too low feed have both a bad
effect, but as different individuals will form very dif-
ferent notions of what high and low feed are, I will
try and point out what I consider the middle course
to be. Hay alone, be it ever so good, is not fit feed
for horses, whether
workiog or idle.
They need grain,
with an occasional
feed of roots, bran
mash, or something
to kecp their bow-
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cannot prefend to touch or. bat I will iry to point
out a few crrors which any wun can see and correct,
the greatest of which is lraving their shoes on too
long. This hurts the boof, strains the legs, and causes
lameness in every shape. In the winter thishasa
worse cffcet than in seamcer, s then the feet are
moro dry and cfean, wh.rerw i summer they are
wet. and the mud and ia. of summer will rot the
hoofs and causo the shoe ta fal off. Ihave known
horses’ shoes nailed on in the fia [, and not taken off
until the next summer, when they would fall off in
the pasture, o practice which scldom fuils to briog
on lamecnecss. A horse’s slos should never beon
longer than threc months, and two months are very
often too long. lHorses’ hoots were weant by nature
to go bare, und runon the carth in their natural
state, and as long as wo drive them on such, they
need no shoeing ; but when we drive them on paved
sireets, hard roads, &c., we have to shoo them, and
stop the wear that nature meant should be on their
hoofs. The consequence is that tho shoe binds the
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Tae Prorerty or M. Y. Cocinaxk, Esq.. Courtoy, Qresrc.

els open. Ilorses
need regular feed.
The feed I gener-
ally find best for
horses is about
twelve pounds of
hay and from nine
to twelve quarts of
oats, given in three

R regular feeds, with
{\i}@\\)\_\\f\\\\ ; a feed of raw pota-
\:\, Y)SY' \3 \ toes once a week,
q,) S .«‘,\\ RN when idle, or at

gentle work ; and
g small increase
when at hard work.

The practice of
feeding horses all
the hay they can
eat when idle, has
many bad effecis;
whereas if they get
three small iveds,
they will stamp a-
bout in the stall,
and take exercise
between foeds,
which will keep
theirlegsfromsiwel-
ling, &c. But remember, I do not advocatesmall feeds
of bay without grain. A very cheap way of feeding
horses, and not a bad way, is on straw, with a fair al-
lowance of oats. I have tried a grest many experi-
ments, and have found horses always do better on
straw, than horned caitle. Xorses will do better on
straw, provided it be good, than they will on hay only,
without grain in both cases ; but of course they must
not be stinted. The main point with a farmer who keeps
horscs, is to usc them in such a way as will give them
all the strength and sgility the animal is capable of,
and to work them all they can stand withont injuving
cither. The poor, half-starved horse isan animal any
man ought to he ashamed of ; but on the otner hand,
the pampered and over-fed and halfsworic.d horse,
though be may took very nice to some, is an animal I
wonld advise the farmer pot {o keep, as such animals
arc moro liable to loss than any other.~J. D., of
Nackarwick, in Colonial Farmer.

2~ Any apimal that is worth keeping at all is
worth taking carc ..



