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artery '*hich di-vidés ir-to anterior and posterlôr
brâiùches, and supplies the whiole body -with blood.
The blood enters the ventricle, from below throngh a
pair of auricles (paàrLly coinfiunicating withi eachi other)
wvhicli receives it from the gis. The blood is colour-
less, and there are no regula.r veins, the arteries opening-
unto iiýrùluar spacees amoiigst the organs.

Beneath the body cavity on each side is situated the
kidiiey. This o'rgan lias the appearance of a mera-
branous sack-difficult to see except wheu a perfectly
fresh Oyster is examined under '-vater, whien one can
distinguis«h it by the yellowish green colour of its.
contents. It is then seen that it sendà out a number
of branches radiating out ýver the surface of the liver.
The kIdney has two openings, one leads into the body-
eavity, the other to, the exterior underneath the,
adductor.

Radiating out over the surfEace of the liver and inter-
mingling to a certain extent with the branches of tie-
idney are another series of tubes which, gradually-

uniting with one another, form a duct 'which, opens by
the samne aperture as the kidne'y. These tubes are the-
orgrans of sex, and at the period of sexuai matu-.ity they
assume- a milky white colour o-wing to the colour of*
their contents. In the Europeam Oystrs the same
tube produces i succession mult and spawn, and the
animais are therefore, hermiaphrodite; but in thie Oyster-
that inhabits- the Canadian and Anierican coasts, the
sexes are separate, althoughi it is alrnost impossible t»
detect them by the naloed eye. There is nor difference
in coloiur but there is a sbight difference in the amiount
of branching of the reproductive tubes, and after somne
practice it beconies possible to, be pretty certain about
the sex of an individual even before the test of the
microscope is applied.

There is another niost important difference between
the Canadian and the European Oysters. In the lutter
thie muit alone is discharged into the sea; the eggs are
retained within the folds of the guis of the parent and
there fcirtilized. The *young Oyster uindergroes the flrst
stages of its development there, and -when cast forth
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