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it a recogniged standing, should do a good deal towards im-
proving the general standard, tending to the eclimination of
the poorer specimens by tho scleotion of choice animals only
for breeding purposes, the result being an appreciable inorcase
in the value of this olass of farm property in the provinco.
Gazetle.

TREE-PLANTING.
Near Aberdeen,N. B.,—that means North Britain, not New
Brunswick —young plants of Scotch firs were sold for four
pence a thousand, sixty years agol

TURNIP-TOPS

What is the value of turnip- and oarrot-tops?  OF cofirse
they are good for cheep, in moderate juantities, or for any
other animal that gives hard excroments like deer or rabbits ;
but for horned stock, with their soft dung, I fanoy the tops
of our root-erops are rather injurious thon otherwise. For
cows, they probably increase the flow of milk, but at the
expeaso of quality ; and they certainly won't put any flesh on
a bullock’s boues, If I had no sheep, I should plough the
tops in,

Sheep at the Smithfield Club.

I am delighted to say, that the Champion pen of sheep at
the December exhibition of the Smithfield. Club in London
were Mr, H. Lambert’s Hampshire Dowos, aged 22 months.
‘The gross weight of these superb sheep was 840 pounds, or
280 pounds a picce. So, once more, the Hampshires have
beaten all the long-woolled and short-woolled breeds of Eng-
land, and, thercfore of the world.

The first prize pen of Hampshire-down lambs weighed
224 Ibs each; but I had better give these weights ia tab.
alar form

1bs.

Iampshire-down 22 months old...cceenvvriven, vonenens 280
“ “ lambs, 10 mouths................ 224
Southdown 4 years old ewes ...vvveevniiies covvvenens L. 205
u lambs 10 months old....eevun wevennniiiinnnans 173
Shropshire 22 months old ....... .evviiiienis veeeennnes 236
“ lambs 9 months ¢ld ........... L 130
Ozford lambs, 9 months........ ..coc. veenras Coenens 183

€ To compare the weight of these lambs, the Hampshires beat
f the Oxfords by 41 pounds a head ; the Southdowns by 51
% pounds a head; and, nearly doubliog the weight of” the
E Shropshire lambs, beat thems by 9% pounds a head 1! My
§ figuies are taken from the Koglish Agricultural Guzette of
¥ December the 13th.
g Of the long-wools, the Lincolns scem to have been the best.
} Ooly two cxhibitors of Cotswolds, Messrs. Swanwick and
M Gillett, The fact is, long-wools have scen their day in Eng-
& lund, and the sooner they are given up in this couatry, the
® better will it be for the cxporter.
g From my knowledge of the Hampshire-dowaos, I should be
¥ toclioed to say, that the decad weight of the lambs would be
¥ about 31 pounds a quarter 11! More we can hardly look for
j than hardiness and such carly maturity asthis. As for quali-
ty, I huve bred, fed, and eaten, both South- and Hamp-
shire downs for years, aad I do not belicve thereis any per-
ceptible difference in the flavour of the meat.
i A.R.J.P,

The Chemistry of the Farm.
“ In the first place let us speak of what the analysis of the
| soil has done for us, Much has been eaid of it, and it ought
to tell us, of course, the sorts of manure required for our gif-

ferent farms.  But I will tell you that I have had soils an-
alysed, and I have never received the slightest Lenefit from
tho advice the ehemist has given me as to the sort of manures
to apply. I koow that is saying something which may offend
our chemiocal friends here; but I really never did. It is very
disappointing. I will give you a wonderful illustration of it
in an exporiment I say conduoted this year on a chalk farm
tn West Norfolk, A foot of soil was analysed, and there
were supposed to be by the ohemical analysis three tons per
acro of potash, all of whioh was more or less available as a
fertiliser. Three owt. per acre of nitrate of soda was applied
to a piece of barley, and that cxtraordinary dressing of ni-
trogen only produced nioe bushels—only nine bushels alto-
gether. T'wo ewt. of muriate of potash added to the three cwt.
of nitrate of soda produced fifty four bushels. There, you
have a difference of forty-five bushels per acre by the expen-
diture of 164, per acre on this potash, which was added, not
by the advice of the chemist, but simply by the judgment of
the practical farmer who farmed the land.

Now then, I go on to say, that as far as we are informed a
long serics of experiments have proved that nitrogea is good
for our grain and phosphates for our roots, &eology has come
in to belp us with regard to a ccrtain discovery—the dis-
covery of coprolites—and chemistry, again, told us how by
the use of aeid those coprolites were to be reduced. We went
on for tweoty-five years thinking this was all right, when up
jumped a certain chemist (1) of stanaing and experience in the
North, and said that we had been all wrong —that we should
not dissolve coprolites by sulphurie acid, but grind them into
fine lour. Now herc is an illustration of the stupidity of
continuously applying superphosphate in the growth of roots,
This year in Norfolk we have been experimentalising under
the Chamber of Agriculture, and I will give you the results
of two remarkable cxperiments. Four hundredweight of
superphosphate actually grew two touns less than nothing at
all—two tona less than no manure at all. The addition of
half-a-hundredweight of bone flour, which costs 3s., increased
the whole by scven tons. That isto say, it grew five tons
more than the unmunured portion, and seven tons more than
where the superphosphate was applied alone. Besides the
aood which it did in producing an extra seven tons of roots,
the addition of the bone flour to the superphosphate had the
exccllent effoct of making the superphosphate work remark-
ably well in the drill Then the application of three hundred
of salt to mangold, which cost about 3s,, actually produced
five tons more roots. But these interesting little experiments
were not made nor cven suggested by the chemist ; they were
rather objected to by the Chemical Committee of the Royal
Agricultural Society; they were the ountcome of some pras.
tioal minds told off by the Norfolk Chamber of Agricultare
to conduct cxperiments. This chows that although we are
very much oblized to science, we cannot follow it blindly,
and that after all there is not so much wrong in our practice
as some people would have us believe.”

The above extract from a speech by Mr. Clare S. Read,
formerly M. P. for Norfolk, England,—the tenantfarmers’
wember —will strike many of our readers as bold in the ex-
treme. I need hardly say that, to a great extent, I agree
with Mr. Read’s positione. I have over and over again ex-
pressed my opinion on the subject of the utter uselessness of
the chemical avalysis of soils, and advised the practical an-
alysis by means of plots of land treated with manures con-
taining, severally, cither nitrogen, or potash, or phosphoric
acid, or all three. The Liebig theory I have, often [ fear,
most irreverently laughed at.

[ am glad to wcc that, at last, a man, who isnot only a

(1) Jamieson



