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LATLA Ami THE OLD BEGGAR.

E HOW LAJLA FOUNDTHE ¢ cnmsm.

‘CHILD..

Away in the far N orth-countm .

A great many ycars ago
There camo, wo aro told,
To a valley old

A wondcfful full of snow,

When t.ho car th is alwnys the best,—
Whien the pillars and walls
In the great high halls

With evergreen fair were dressed.

And thepriests, in the cold gray churches,
Shook their heads, as they peered ounsulo,
Saying: ‘Few can come
To tho Christ-child’s home,
For the worship of Christmas-tide.”

Farup in the hills lived Lajla, .
A boy withgolden hair,
Who tended the deer
Whon far and near
The winter ruled in the air.

And when Lajla looked from his window,
On the morn.of the day He should come,
Hesaid: ‘T will seek
Tho Christ-child meek
In his church, where He mukes his home.

*The drifts have come, and my snowshoes

Will carry me swift through the cold ;
And though I havenot .
What the Wise Men brought,

Y will take my two pieces of gold.’

And so, when thesun was sotting,
And his work was faithfully done.
Down the frozen hill,
‘Where tho streams were still,
Wonb littloLajla, alone.

Then the dark shut down. like a window,
And a star gave a smile of light ;

Bntthe brave boy said :

‘X am not afraid—
X shall find tho Christ-child to-night.’

And he thought of tho beautiful churches
Where the lights and the singers were fair,
And cried, as hegazed
‘Where the still. world praised :
*It is Christmas everywhere

-And Io! ahalf-buried cottage, :
Which tho snowdrifts clusped around—
And a veiee, half-wild
¢ For thelove of the Child
Brmg the hclp which xh) self hath found I’

And thero came no rest to Lajla,
.- Until to the humble door. -
Through the blindmg snow,
With a heartaglow, - ----
Ho had made a path for tho poor.

And hegave, ere nghin he was speeding
Taward theplace whero ho longed tobe
One piceo of gold
As he timidly told
Of the Lord whom ho went to sce,

‘And the gold was for the Christ-child,’
He snid with a smile half'bright;
‘But I think: Ho would know
That it ’besb mn g
‘Where they have Chmstmas to-night,

On, on through the _dnrkcmng silence. -
He passed, till he almost caught

Inthe far-away,

Where all things delay,
A glimpse of the church he sought,

But abeggar old by the waysido .
Stretched out o trembling arm,

And asked for aid, 4

In the Name (he said) .
Of Him who could-do no harm.

And Lajlalooked upon him,
And sadly shook his head.
‘T wish thatIknew
What He bids me do.’
H ¢ softly, tenderly said.

‘Yot many will bring Him offerings, .
And none may come to thee.

Thou shalt have it all !

And it may befall
That the Child may bless it for me.’

The good priest stood near the manger,
In that church that was old and gray,
And hiseyesgrewdim,
As the sacred hymn
Seemed sounding far away.

Then suddenly came boforo him

A. boy witiz hair of gold, '
Whose ice-bound fur
Chilled cach worshipper

Withits mle of thc bitter cold.

‘Good pxicst ho snid ‘tho Chmst-childl
Have Icome atlast too late?. ’
Istho mangerbaro? -

. ‘Has he gonefrom there; ..

To His place by the starry gato :

‘Thavo tricd so hard to find Him, a
Butlong was the journey through 1

i 'Bnta. ‘beggar old, and they -

As fdverently he said:

1 ‘lel t.he Child roceive me glmcss'l‘
" The priest bentlow his-head. -, - .

* Or tender act is done.

+ *Ho is not; hcre, but rxsen HE
He pnsscd thee on thy wvay ;—

| to prever :
They havedregular orgt\mmtmn officered | -

~Held: fnsb like' a foe; - -

i “AndT broughb, good priest, an oﬂ’cring, .

“With the’ snowbound doof,
; YVero vcry poor, :

And turned his faco’
To the manger place,

My son, the heu.vcnly Chrlst—cluld o _: .

'{ . May not be seen, bul known,—". "~ -

Where loving deed -
Supplieth need, .

“Nay, at hisside ™ v
.Thou wert his guide
In commg here to-dny .

'Beside thy yonthf.ul footsteps
Aro lns, therond along;

And in thy place

‘Was seen his faco,
Asin the heavenly throng.

‘Where love hath left thine offering,
He met and walked with thee;
Where children do ~
His bidding true.
The Christ-child loves to be?

"R, MACDON_ALD ALDEN,
_.._...__.

VILLAC'D IMPROVEMENT IN
FLORIDA, .~

watering place in Florida, the ladies have
formed o village improvement nssocmtlon,
with a brlg’tde called the ‘Star Braneh,’
composed of about forty boys and gn'ls
whose motto is: ‘Cleanliness is next to
godliness." - The pledge which they repeat
ab the opening of every meeting is -as fol-
Iows: |

‘I promise not to litter the shreets with
papers, fruit skins, or anything that will
make’ tho place untidy ; neither will I
mutilite or deface fences,. kill birds, orrob
their’ nests, and { will-also use my influence
‘others from doing so.’

from their own members. The weekly
meetmgs't.reconductedunderparhn.menta.ry
rules’'and enlivened by singing » Fecitations,
readings and’ calisthenic exercises, The
benefit of such training to the children
canuot be over-estmnted and the work
they do and save'by keepmo' their pledge

.|is no small factor in the problem: ‘How

shall we keep our city clean and healthy ¥
At the weekly meeting each one of the
children reports, ornl]v, what he or she
has picked up and deposited in the barrels,

A phllantln;oplc gentlemsm, who has
taken n deep’interest in beautifying the
town, has placed boxes, neatly pamted
with covers, at the corners of the streets,
with appropriate mottoes on them. Into
these everything that would doface the
villige is promptly cousigned. The asso-
cintion hires a man with a wheelbarrow to
patrol the streets, and the ladies in turn
sce that he does his duty. Fortunately all
the inhabitantsare pleased with the experi-
ment and do their uttermost to preserve
the order and cleanliness of their streets.
Captain E. C. Garner, of Jacksonville,
writes: ‘There are quite a number of asso-
ciations now in existence in this State, all
growing out of the one at Green Cove.
The work they have done is vnluable, is
practical, and it is the only incorporation
that I know of that is entirely in chargo of

] women.'—FE, C. Stanton, in Indcpcndent

————

WHAT PRAYER DOES.

Pmyer does not directly take away a
trinl of its ‘pain: any.more than a sense of |
duty:directly takegzway. thé:danger of in-
fection j;butsit; preserves the stren«vth of
the wlmle spmbunl'ﬁber, %0 that the trial
does not. pass.into’ temptation. tp sin, < A
SOLTOW _CON168. upon you, .

devil's temptation ; you,get angxy, hard of
heart, reckless, Bub meet tho: .dreadful
hour with prayer, cast your careion God,

" And's some whom tho' snow’ oo S

erpb me longer, than Tknow.; . .~ o

have. wrought, your fll: bt works in you -

pass from bitterness into the courage of

-lendurance, and from endirance into battle,
. "Jand from battle into victory, till at last the
- .| trial dignifies and blesses your life. :The .

|answer to -prayer is cumulative. -
“( life’is over is the whole. answer given, the

“Not till-

wholé stréngth it has brought undersbood
Stopford Brovke, - R :
i
RS MESSENGER CLUB RATES "

'lhc following are the Cruns RATES for the

: \*om‘xmnN MEsanGEn FRE

lco

10 cupus to, oneuddress.. vod

20 el 440
G0 e o s L 10 50
00 <o L .. 20 GO

. JonN Dougatr & Sox, -
- . Publishers, Monbreal
._4____.
TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED
' STATES.

Our subscribers throughout; the United States
where- International moncy ‘orders cannot bo
procured can remib by money order, payable at
Rouses Point Post’ Office. N, Y. State, or securo
an American Express Co. - order, pu.yablo at
Montrcnl.

Tuy ATI‘ENTmN or sunscmnmns is earnestly
called to the instructions given in ‘every paper

S, -Omit prayer, |
andiyon fall'out of Godls. testm"unto the | .

In Green Cove Springs, & beautxfulv :

that all business letters for the JIIcssen(]er should
“be addressed ** John Dougall & Son,” and not to
any personal address, - Attention tothis will save
much trouble and w111 reduce the chances of de-
lay or irregularity. -

ADVERTISEMENTS.
MOTHERS, READ THE WITNESS -
 MEDICAL nsmmmr-:m

- 'WEALTH,

‘HAPPINESS,
. ‘PEACE,
N DEPENDS ON THE
: HEALTH- , - -
' Of the .Good Man, ..
Of tho Son or Daughter.
Of tho Baby,

Subscribers have the privilego of freo consultation as
aften as dLalred. - .

The dep:srbmcnb is in olmrl,e ofs m,ulur pmcﬁsmg.

of Montreal,
WEEKLY WITNESS, $l.
DAILY WITNESS, $5.

Send for free sample copies. ' -
JOMN DOUGALL « SON,
Montreal,

GRATEFU L—-COMFORTING.

EPPSS GOGOA

BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

‘By a_thorough knowledge of the natural Inws which
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and by
o careful npplicnhon of the fine 1m‘omrtms of well-selected
Cocoun, - Mr. Epps has provided, for our breukfast and
supper o delicately flavored bevernge which may save us
many heavy doctors' bills, It is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that a constitution may be duntly
built up until strong enongh to resist every tendency to
disease. Hundreds of subtle maladies ave floating nround
us ready to attack wherever there is a_weak point, Wo
mny escape many a fatnl shaft by keeping ourselves well
fortified with pure blood and u properly uoumhed frame,’
—Civil Service Gazetle, -

Made simply wnth boiling water or milk, Sold only in

ackets by Grocers, labelled thus:
.!.“ll-]S EPFPS & Co.,, Ltd,,
Homamopathic Chemists, Tondon, England,

B THIS Rolled Gold Pleted Rmﬁ
{worth §1). your name on_20 new an
{)retty Cards, silk fringeq, gold edge,
hidden name, cte, Agent's Sumnln
Casgg ari d o 23c present, all for 10e. Sump)m ete., 3e.
Address STAR CARD CO. Knowiton, P, Q.
IF YOU WANT to get cheupJeweHcry Novelties, orn
‘Watch, at about one-half regular price, write for Cutalogue

and private terms. Address
ALL BROS. & CO., Rnowlton, 2. Q.

s BABY'S OWN

PLEASE MENTION THE “NORTHERN MESSEN-
GER" WHEN REPLYING TO ANY ADVER-
TISEMENT THEREIN. THIS WILL ALWAYS
' BE ESTEEMED. A FAVOR BY BOTH ADVER.
TISERS AND PUBLISHERS.

claim Him as your father, though’ ‘Heseems |
‘I'cruel—and the . paralyzing, . embxtbermg
1| effects of pain and sorrow pass away, a
stream of sanctifying and softening thought
pours intothe soul, and that which mwht

THD NOR’I‘HDRN:‘MESSDI\GI‘R is printed and pub-
lished évery forf, £ ab the * Witness' Building, at
tho cornor of Cral g:und 8t Peter streets, in‘ thecity ©

AN busi i £

should be addressed ‘Il(lltor of .the * Northcrn'
Mcsscn[,t-r. R

the pence'xble fruits of righteousness. . You

Samplo pnckngo supplled fme on application,

physician of great ability and lnrgo practice in thecity -

of Montreal, by J hn Redpath Dongall, of Montreal. -
should bo addressed
* John Dougnll & Son. and all’ lettcrs to tho Editor




