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T die daily,” wrote
the Apostle Paul,near-
ly two thousand years
ago. The contoxt
shows thut he used the
waords metaphorically, but e¢ven in the out-
ward sense they are strictly and literally
true. N .
In those days, it was impossible that the
writer could have known the fact, but we

is concerned,every ereature into whom God
"has breathed the breath of life, dics daily,
Tivery breath which s exhaled from our
lungs' cariies away somo particles of the
body, and even the lifting of a finger or the
win?ciug of aneyelid entails a loss of tissue.

The humai budy has been well compared
to'a whirlpool, which retnins.it.s shape,
though the particles ofayhich it i made are
incessintly changing.  From “earth " we
_citine, and, sooner or later, directly ov in-
directly, we return to earth, who reclaims
hev own. .

Twnust heve repeat the aphorism on which
Thavefrequently insisted: Thatthereisno
waste in Natire.© Whenever any being his
done with the whole or nny part of its
structure, other beings ave always waiting
forit. Various means are employed for
the attainment of this end, some being
conspicuousand self-evident, while others
are invisible, obseure, and only to be de-
tected by the aid of chemnstry and other
cognate scicuces, S

Chemistry, for example, has taught us
that the carbonic acid gns which saturates
‘every breath which is exhaled from our
Jungs, .and which is deadly poison to us af
agnin inhaled, is tho breath of life to plants.
These inhale it by means of their leaves,
which are equivalent to our lungs, and
exhizle it in the form of oxygen, which 1s the
breath of life to us; and so the eyclo of
nature rolls its ceascless round,

As fong as hfe informs the bodily frame,
these silent and invisible farces ave «qute
sufticient to aid earth in resuming her own
property. But when any anmial luys aside
the whole ot its body, additional ageneies
are necded.  As an extreme case, ! select
one which'is ot too frequent oceurrence,
2. ¢, a cunel that has broken down and
" bee abanduned o death,

Now we come to anothier point in the

such infinito pauns in putting togethier the
numberless particles which constitute the
carthly body, and in holding them to-
gether as long as they are needed, never
loses & moment in taking them asunder as
soun as their former borrower stands in no
further need of them,

No sooner is the breath out of the body,
than disintegration commences, Ordinary
decomposition would, at a certain tem-
perature, achieve this end, but the process

is o slow one, and it has therefore to be
supplemented by other agoncies of quicker
action. . _— » '
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* A scavenger of carth and water.

now know that, as far as the material body.

economy of nature.  He who hasexpended.
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First, there come the correlative seaven-
gers of earth and water, nimely, the
hywmenas and the ‘vultures ; the' terrestrial
scavengers, appurently lenrning thepresence
of their prey by means of the nostrils, while
the acrial scavengers appear to be guided
almost wholly by the eye. Perhaps, as we
shall presently see, the eye nlso may assist
in guiding the tervestrials. :

Let us first take thoe yultures. These
birds soar every morning to almost in-
credible heights, and from their vantage
point survey a vast expanse of earth, their
wonderfuleyesactinglike telescopes. Tum-
‘boldt mentions that when he was on the
‘Cordilleras of South America, at an eleva-
tion of fourteen thousand feet,” he saw
above him the great condor-vultures—Dbirds
whose wings nieasure: some- twelve: fect
from tip to tip—sailing ab snch an eleva-

tion that they looked like mere specksin the

sky. Their height above the level of the
sen was estimated ab niorve than twenty
thousand feet, and it is said that the birds

can attain the height of nearly six miles.
The vultures know every tree,bush, or|:

stone in their distriet, and a dead rat could
searcely escape  their observation. . The
sight, therefore, of 8o large a creaturé as a
cumel, lying down and unaccompanied by

a human being, is quite enough to inform’

them that a plentiful banguet 1s a6 hand.
(To be Conbinued.) .-
.

THE GREAT CAVE.
BY JULIA K. HILDRETH.
(Contunued.)

She passed through many long passage-
ways and great rooms, and at last she be-
aan to feel as though she must be watking
right into the centre of the earth,

After & while her candle burned down su
tow that she was obliged to Jight another,
Tiis made her think thas she must have
been walkmg a’long ume, and, besides,
she now began to feel very tired,.

As she highted the seeond candle she wasg
surprised to hear a nppling sound closs
by. Looking down quickly, Lucy saw a
wide stream ot water deetly before her,
and at the same tune she percerved some-
thing winte at her teet.  Ficking it up, she
tound that it was ner mother's handker-
chief,  This alivmed her so that she sat
down nedr the edge of Lhe swift dark wa.
ter, and began to cery. : 3

Luey put her eandle in a crevice of the
rock by her side and looked hopelessl
about,  The once thick and henutiful boo
was almost used up ; the covers flapped
loosely in her hand, and now this gtream
bavred her way. "What could she do ¢

At that moment her cye fell upon a dis-
tinet foot-print in some sand upon which
the light shone. ' s

*“Thatis ever so much bigger than mine,”
snid Luey, looking at it closely, and drying

l‘x.i‘ngé;"""‘,lvllun ond Boast,” ote. . - ...

vt oo and shehas not fallen
oo e <o nbo the pond,-fovithe
= toe - points . the’ other

y
e Ll

¢ v‘w ;.“w.’y:”,,,. ,",.l'::‘ :
‘ -+~ She:erouched down
'« ion  the “ground: nenr
=—===" tho mark;and pressc(l
- -the ‘handkerchief : gshe
zhad found to her fice:
{7+ A faint perfume of
'violets still ~clung ‘to
i, Thisand-the toot-
steps -together made
w - hor feel as though' her
2R Vinosthet' must be ne:n'.l
& ‘She’ sat very - sti
for a little while, with
e - her eyesclosed. ‘Pre-
d - sently her weary little
8 liead fell forward upon
i “her -breast.: She was
3 asleep.t vt
++ Luev: slepta ‘long
while’s 7 in " fues, - all

* night! < Wlhien slid
4 - awoke: the candle had

d

burned.down,'and she was in perfect dark-
ness, - -She felt in her apron for the matches
and another:cmidle, but before she could
find “theni a,slight sound startled her, It
grew louder and. louder, And presently she
heard what seemed to be a nmnber of peo-
ple advancing. -Then she hieard a voice
say . onh o ’

** How many days do you think we have
been in this dreadful place ?” :

And another voice answered : “T am |

sure I donot know ; but it seems a long,
long "while.” .- '

Lucy: tried to scream, but her voice died

away without a sound. Thena thivd voice
said, ¢“ Be careful : move slowly.”
. Althoygh all three voices sounded strange
and hollow, Lucy had recognized them, and
knew also that they came from the other
side of the stream. Shesprang to her fect
with a loud ery, - ' ’

“ Mamma ! papa! aunty ! Stand still !—
do stand still 7. - . .
- 1t is little Lucy.!” ctied her aunt, in a
horrified voice. . L. :
- ““Do stand still I” pleaded Lucy ; * there
18 o great-deep riverright before you.”
< &My darling, where aré you?’ sobbed
her mother, BT

*Thip is terrible;” said lier father, in a
low, sad’ voice. : ** How:came you in the

hereyes. ¢ Lamsuro it must be mumma's, |

cavern,-Lucy, and' who is with you.”

** I eame to look for you, papa,” answered
Lucy, **and I am alone.”

t*Alone !” cried hier aunt and mother in

1 eoncert.,

*“Yes,” replied Lucy, “*and I found the
candles Fannie gave Mr., Adums.  Waita
minute and L will hight one.”

- Luey kindled & mateh, and a faint tight
gleanied through the durkuess,  She could
not gee her friends across: the, stream, but

-1 her mother.

they could‘perceive her, and also the dan-
ger which they had just eseaped.

4 My little girl,” said her, father, ¢t held
the light up, and I will- swim across,. and
bring you to this side.” |, R AT

. “Then we can all starve together,” said
heraunt. .. . Lo L e,
- Ohno, aunty,” snid Lucy ; ¢ we shall
not have, to stavve, because Lknow:the, way
oub (o L Ly
. fAve you sure?’ asked her.father,in
surprise, . . U AR T

¢ Certain,” replied Lucy, ‘‘for T:tore.a
big book up, pictures and all, and sprinkled
the picces on the ground in.a long streak
from, the opening of the:cave to just where
I am nvow.: When I picked up mamma’s
handkerchief I found Lthat the book was al.
most.used up.  Then T sat down and eried,
and I gucss T went to sleep.”

i
*¢ Was there ever suchn darling?} said

1

“Where did fy:ou' f'nfd tixé. ]m,lznyt.ll’{'cjarc‘hi(;f "

asked her father.. . . . L
+** Wheve, 1: am standing now, papn,” said
Luey. '

R - (B R
o Then itiis plain to me,™ replied the
father, ‘‘that we have beeu on that side of
the stream some time during. our. wander-
ings, - If you will walk alosg your side of
the water, Lucy, we .will follow on.this
side, until we find. the: place where, weo
crossed.” . ... S

Holding.her candle high above her hend,
to give as much light as possible to tho
people. on the other side, Lucy, walked
slowly by the side of the black water, un-
til she. came to a place where the rock
formed a natural bridge over the stream.
In another moment:she was elasped in her
mother's arms. T R

. After she had. been: kissed and praised
by each one in turn, her father said, - s

. *“Now, Lucy, take us home, for we are
all hungry and tired.” o
- ¢ Yes, papa,” said Luey, running for-
ward. ‘¢ Come, mamma: come, aunty.”
She held the candle close to the ground,
and moved quickly onward, . The track of
paper lay along the ground :like a narrow
white ribbon, and led them safely to the
entrance. But before ghey renched it they
were joined by Mr. Adams, who came from
a dark.corner, rubbing his eyes, and jook-
ing very much bewildered. He had just
awakened from a long nap. ey

- Luey :learned that ho had only missed
the candles when the light in. his Iantern
‘rew dim, He went to look for them, tell?
ing the party. to remain where they were
untilihis return ; but the light .went out
before he reached the opening, and he had
lost his way. L ,

He said that ¢ Luecy must add him to her
list of rescued people, for he felt sure he
would never have found his way out in the
dark.” . C

Ina little while the tired party found
themselves standing on the sun-lit ginss
before the cave in which they had passed
such a dismal day and night, :

As they hurried home through the woods
they were met by a number of neighbors
who had started out in search of them.

When they heard what Luey had done
they ealled her.the smariest and bravest
little girl, in all Vivginin, and carried her
home in greas rriumph,—Hurper s Young

People , v R
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