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ticréfure, the Pricst docs not say, 1 offer up this
<acrifice to thee Peter, or to thee Paul, but te God

jto bear our prayers and willing to offer thewr nter-

cession inour behalf you will readily acknowledge.

——a  ——— T

* He that shall overcone, and keep my worles 1
the end, to him will I give power over the nationgs

¥ iruself, giving thanks to him for their victories, | dear sir, that theirintercesslon must be more effica- and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.” Apee

v-rploring their patronage, that they may vouchsafe
¢~ intercede for usin Heaven, whose memory we
- ofsbrate on ecarth.””  Con, Trid. Scss, 22. ¢. 3.
You will readily acknowledeg, dear sir, that there is
~ wided ifference between divine worship & hunour.
Wivine worship belongs to God alone,honour and re-
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reformation, considerod as superstitious, it must be
because the sainls are considered too far from us to
hear our prayers, or because they are thought un-|
willing to apply in our behalf. Such, indeed, isthe

' cious than the intercession of our fellow mortals, If ;. 26, 27.
then praying, to the saintsis by the gentlemen of the '

That angels and sants  actually pray for us, i+
blwwise plamly stated i scripture,  ** The angrl

’()f the Lord answered and smd, O Lord of hoste,

how lang walt thou not have meroy on Jerusalen»
and the aiies of Juda, with whom thou hast been

vepence may be paid to many of Gnd's creatures. objection T{oundin a bool., entitied, Zhe Morming augry these three scove and ten years? ™ Zach

“I'hus, even by God's cammandment we honour our
garents, our superiors in Church andsfate , thus we
fiouour persons respectablo for their rank, dignity,
virtue, talents, &c. and all this without robbing
Godofthat honour and reverence justly duc to
him,

if, then, it is no sin to honour pror morlals who

we are very uncertain, why should it be a sin to
#onour those whom the great God has been pleased
« ¢o honour with a seat of eternal glory in his king-
Jom, All the power, riches, aud glory of this world
are nothing in comparison to a single ray of
Glory emanating from the lowest saiot in Xlca-
ven,
What honour would not a monarch over the
whalo cartliveceive ? and perhaps he might be a
very great sinner, perbaps a victim of God’s eter-

s nal vengeance, how much more honorand severence
then is even theleast saint inheaven entitled to? The

~~uncil of Trent, ordering sacrifice to be offered to
Gal alone, confines divice worship to God,
Gut at the same time recommends thesaints to be
sememberey}, and honoured, and their intercession
3o our behalf to be implored.
The Catechism of the council of Trent (part 3.)
« xplains {be prodigious difference there is between
thé manncr of imploring the assistance of Ged,
and that of imploring the assistanbe ot the saints;
we pray to God,” it says,* either to grant us good
things, or to dp]i\'crus from evi};** but because
€he saints are more agreeble to him than we are,
we beg of them to plcad in our behalf, and to obtain
ofGod, forus, whatever we stand in need of.
! #lence itis, that we make use of two formsof pray-
cr? widely different from one another ; for whereas
dnspenking of God,we say, kave merey on us, hear
us, in addressing oursclvesio a gaint, we say no
quore than pray for us.
It is a very ancient anid common practice among
«ristians to ask one another’s prayers, and to pray
aroncanather. ¥ besceech you (says St. Paul)
4hat goualsokelpme in your prayers {oGed forme.”
‘Rom. x+ 30. ¢« I make my prayers (says St. John)
&hat ¢hou mayest prosper as to all things. and be in
{ealth,” &e. 3 John2,
" The holy Apestles then in applying to the infer-
«<ession of, or praying for others, did not think they
‘yere gnilty of derogating from any af the divine
Jerfections, or of altributingto mere creatures,
what belorgs to God alone.  Neither are we guilly

of derogating from theperfections of God, when
axe apply to une avother’sintercession. Why, then
should e be guiltyofderogating from the perfecti-

9@s of God by applying to  the Intercessionof bisy

eqirts 1. YLoaver | admiitir g that the salnlg are able

ate yet in this place of trial, of whose eternal fato!
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| confisting the errors of the Roman Catholic Church,

This practice isimational(says Mr. Bluyo. in his
sermon against invocationof saints and angels, (p.
§25) ; there is nothing fhore absurd,  Consider(says
Te) their incapacity to hear the prayors that are
directed to them. That this is the case of the glor-
ified spirits is evident, because,

¢ 1. They are not omai-present ; they are cir-
cumseribed and finife creatures, and can bo butin
lone placo at once,

2. They aro not omni-precipicat; If they should
hear what men say with theirmouths, they cannnt
perceive or undersland what men sayin thejr hearts.,
Here is Logic indeed ! v,

“The sainis and augles arenoct every where, do;
not know cvery thing: therefore they do not hear
out prayers, far less. percieve our thoughts,  Such¢
and no better, will be the way of reasoning of any
person, who has no other guide outreason blinded
by prejudice

Beginning wherd heshould end, ho.will lay down
asself-evident the very matters indispute, without

i

llevident; &cc. &ic. and thus atarling from false prin-

N ceive aur thoughts, Now, sir, abstracting for a while

any betterproof than his ewn bold and presumptu-
‘oue assertion, it iscertain-~it is absurd—it is self-'
ciples; his conclusion can be na better,

Ir. Mayo and X suppose, all the. gentlernen..of
the reformation, take it for granted then, that sainte
and angles do not hear our prayers, for less per-
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from the decision of the Catholic Church, which,
for Oathelics is sufficient and taking the present
question on your own ground, what does scripture
say ¢ There shall by joy before the angels of God
upon one Sinper doing penance. ,’ Luc.xv- 10,
The angels thien sce our thoughts.

“Take heed that ye despise notone of these
littie ones, for I say to you their angels, that arein;
Heaven alwayssee the face of my father.””  Matt.
xviit, 10,. Theangels ther know when we are
injured, and pray to Godin our behalf; and the
saints areas ¢ the angels of God in heaven.”
Matt. xxii. 30. “egual to the angels.” Luke,
xx..36.

« When thou didst pray, s2id the angel Raphacl
to "Toblas, I offered thy prayet to the Lord.”
Tab. xii. 12,

% The angels arc ali mnistenng sptrits, sent toy
minister for them who shall receive the inhen-
tance of salvation.” “¥eb.i. 14. And that God
gives the saints graat power inthe  government ot

Exzercise against Popery, which is a collection of 1. 12 * The tour and twenty ancients foll down
sermons, preached by twenly-four Profestant mn- ) before the Lamb, having every one of them harpe
isters, with the avowed purpnse of detecting and jand golden vals full ot odouss, which ave the prav-
jers ut the samts.” Apoc.v.8. * Aud Judas Mac-

chabeus saw n a vision Onias, that had. been high
pricst, holding up Ius hands, and  praying for the
Jews, aund pointing also to anothier, in these words:
Thus 13 a lover of.the brethren, who prayeth muck®

|fur the people, and for the holy city, to wit; Jero-

mias, the prophet of God,” 2 Machab. xv. 12. 14.
14. 'They kad hoth-been dead many years,

That the practice of honouring and praying 1o
the saints 1s as ancient as Christianity, is evidént
from the tesumony of the holy fatherst in all a~
gcg“

- St. Dionysius, a.disciple ‘of the apostles, afliting
with thedivine seripture, * thatthe. prayers of the
saints arevery.profitablefor us.in this life, pfter this
manner; swhen'a man is inflamed with a desire 1o
imitato the saints, and«listrasting-his+own * wenk-
nress; botakes himself to-auy saint, beseeching him
to be his helper;.and petitioner t0-God for hir, hc
shall.obtawn.by that means, verygreat asgjstance™*?
Eccles. Hierarch. ¢i-7. purt:8, seets:S,

¢ I'will begin to falt-down on my-knees,’, says the
learned Origen, - who lived-in the third age; “ and
pray to all the saints to succonr me-who dare not
ask God- for the excecding greawness of my sin. O
stints-of God ! with tears: and wedping I~beseech
you t0 fall downbefore his merey for me a~wretch.”
In Lamenti  And again, ©-All the saints departedy
still bearing charity towards the living, 2t shall no
be-inconvenient’ to say, - that'they « have a-care of
their-salvation, and help -them with-their prayers
to God-for them.” &c. Homil. 3.in" Cant. In-
stead of quoting any more of the holy fathers, I
cannot firbear giving you herethe-opinion  of the
learned ‘Protestant Bishop of Montague on tlie pres
sent subject.

« T do not deny *"says he, ¢ but the saints arg
mediators, as they are called, of prayer and  inter-

{lccssion, hut in genera), and for all'in genernd

"They interpose with God by their supplicstione
and mediate by their prayers.” Antid. p. 20. The
same Bishop Montague ownsthat the blessed in
Heaven do recommendto’ God in their prayers,
'tlicir kindred, friends; ahd acquaintance on earth ;
iasving given his reasons, he seys, “this is the
common voice with general concurrence, withaut
contradiction of reverend and learaed antiguity, for
aught I ever could read'orunderstand ; and1 sce
no cause or reason todissent’ from them, touching

intercession in thiskind,? “Treat. Tavine. 6f Saints,
p. 103. He owns alvo, that itis' noigjuty to the

this world B jrin fom the fullowiag. |

U4

i

mediation of Chrish, to ask of thesaints to pray for



