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have taken. away the Lord> and we know not wvhero they havo
lid Him."

The "New Religion of Humanifiy" is a poor, pitiful attempb
to respond to the conscious wvants of our religious nature, and
liow utterly it fails is evident to cvery honesL and candid inid.
Surely, a mari must bc a very inster of credulity to accept, a
faithi like this!

Arc thien the religrious convictions of miankiti<], as expressed,
in a thousand w'ays in the career and liistory of the past, in vain?

Is there nothing better than the empty, pretentious and
unsatisfactory replies with wiceh the chiefs of P>.sîivismn pro-
pose to mneet se vast a need ?

LET US LOOR AT THIE AxSWERS AND PROVISIONS WJIIICHI AIlE
MADE B3Y AGNOSTICISM.

As a theologrical term, this word was adopLed on the sugges-
tion of Prof. Huxley at a meeting o? Scienti-sts held in London,
in 1869, and is applied to those who hold that there are matters
pertaining to religion which we not only do not know, but havo
no means of knowing; that the existence of any person or
thing beyond and behind material phenomnena is unknown, anad
with our present faculties can neyer be known. The doctrine,
briefly stated, may be called the doctrine o? the Unknown and
the Unknowable. Many strong minds in science and philosophy
are resting at the humiliatingY confession which states thaù so
far as God and the future are concerned, we cannob know.

Mr. 11. Spencer, -%hlo occupies a foremost position among tho
agnostie community, and ivlo may be regrarded as the chie? ex-
ponent and a'lvocite o? t1h2ir opinions, and views, says that, " tho
proper object o? religion is a Somewh:tL wvhich can neyer bo
kznowvn or conceived or understood. Ib is the Inscrutable Es-
ist6&nce, the Unknowable Cause, theý UJ tiinate Cause, the Ail
Bein,- Gnd the Creiltive Pj)wer." (XntcihCe2tury, 1884.)
And again, hie says: " Amid theù mysteries -%vich become thio
more insterious thie more they are thought about, there wvi11
reinain the one absolute certainty that man is ever in the pres-
ence. o? an infiaite and external energyy fromn which ail things
procccd.:'


