
Were the S'wffepings of Christ Renal ? 1

justice makes it so. 4th. Psalm ciii.: ".11e hath not deait with
us after our sinq," etc. dnswer: Thie reason :of that is, not
that sin can go unpunished, but that our Mediator bore its ourse,
and thus opened the way of mercy to men. 5th. Were God
bound to punish a sinner for every offence, R1e could not bring,
hirn to repentance. .Answer: The penal theory does n(A require
such punishment, since the Mediator has borne the pena.lty of
our offences. The assumption running through these five
arguments is, that it was impossible for Christ to bear our
punishment.

Iimi-borch affirms that the exertions of Divine justice are
"free," like those of mercy (p. 91). That is exactly what they

are not. Is justice free to break a promise? Or, if Limboreh
means that it is only free in one direction, namely, to forego
its due or not, I ask, is it f ree to let Gý)d be insulted and
robbed of Ris honor by Hlis creabures with impugnity? If
ali His moral subjeets were to disobey and defy His authority,
would He be free to choose that no punishment should be
inflicted ? or coutd fie be indueed, to puuish it only for the sub-
sequent good of the offenders, and not from any necessiby of
justice to himself, or regard for the proper and necessary ends
of justice *

4
Dr..Jamnes.\Martir.oau, while suggesting an utterly inadequate ground and a mistaken import

of Divine torgivcees, has clearly grasped a great truth-that sin catnct go unpunished-vhich
the von-penalists have let slip. "'If anywvhere in this universe it wvere discovered that the lawv of
cause a id effict did not <iniversally hold, that the conditions under which physical phienomena
occurred %vere net steady. that the supposed connections of events ivere broken, and the signs of

* t1icir coming-, wvhich were noted on one day, could not serve for another; this would be the
death-bloîv te hunian science-a proclamation that creation had mun wildl-tiat nature, relapsing
into chais, ivas knoNvable no more. Not lms truc iq it, that if, anywhere upon the track ef time,
one sin were iound te have escaped its menacedl punishinent, if the mIle wvere seen to waver and

* relent, which joins soffcring te the faithless ivill as its inseparable shadotw, if ever He who set%
the poor îvith princes, %vere te set the îvicked ivith the saints; this wott.d be the death-blow
te all moral faith-a declaratiosi that the foundations of lite were crmbling beneath our teet-
a preinonition o! universal dissolution. As reason canhot inove without presuîning on the uni-
tormnity of nature, Iso niust canscienc-, rely on the nnchangeableness of laîv, and can îvorship
only a od pleclged lover to irct thiosewhio have been guilty like those îvho have not. (I'Hours
ofThought,"pD. 103, 10D.) ih respect to the perpetrated volition Ile lias irrevocably coxnmitted
hiinself : His word bas gane forth, which binds together guilt and pain, and it cannot retura
unte Him void. Not one consequence which Ile hms annexed te îvrong-doing ivili fail te appear
%vith relentless punctuality: no miracle will interpose te conduct away the lightning o! retribu-
tion. Within that renlmi of Iav and na-ture, Hoe is inexorable, and hres put the freedoni o! pity
quite aNvay " (p. 112).
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