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Inoculation of this attenuated virus, if applied in
time, appears to prepare the system to successfully com-
bat the more virulent virus. The highly organized celis
of the nervous system are, as it were, acclimatized to the
presence of the stronger poison.

Pasteur obtained inoculation material of various de-
grees of virulence with which he inoculated twenty dogs,
three-quarters of the number being found protected from
virulent hydrophobia. The first series of experiments
were an extraordinary success, and eventually the results
he obtained were even more remarkable.

On the 26th of October, 1885, Pasteur described his
method to the French Academy of Sciences. He showed
that by inoculating animals on ten successive days, com-
mencing with the weakest virus, and continuing until he
had used an emulsion from a cord that had been ex-
posed only two or three days to the dried air, they were
protected against hydrophobia, even when extremely
virulent virus was afterwards injected into the membranes
of the brain. Of fiftty dogs so treated, everyone was re-
fractory to the disease in proportion to the theoretical
degree of protection given.

The first human being inoculated against hydro-
phobia was a boy, Joseph Meister, aged nine, who was
bitten by a mad dog on July 4th, 1885. Pasteur resolved,
after consultation with Professors Vulpiau and Grancher,
who agreed to share the responsibility, to treat the boy
as he had treated the dogs.

During the following ten days he made thirteen in-
jections of attenuated virus, when on the tenth day the
boy was inoculated with a virulent virus from a rabbit
which had died on the same day. The boy never de-
veloped the slightest symptoms of hydrophobia.

One of the most convincing proofs of the efficacy of
this system of inoculation is given by Babes. Thirteen
men and thirty animals—cattle, horses, pigs and dogs—
were attacked by rabid wolves: of the thirteen men so
attacked, twelve came to Bucharest for treatment, and
all of them recovered except one, whose head was fear-
fully torn and lacerated by the fangs of a wolf, The
thirteenth man, who would not present himself for treat-
ment, died of hydrophobia. Another significant fact was
that every one of the thirty animals succumbed to typical
hydrophobia.

That such a specific disease as hydrophobia exists,
that it is always fatal if not attended to, are facts which
are undeniable. Those who know anything of the disease
and have followed the history of outbrealks and its method
of transmission, have not the slightest hesitation in back-
ing up the Government in any drastic measures they may

think fit to take to reduce the risk of transmission.



