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eentury. Intelligent brethren, however, scon bg-
eame aware that something more than the repeti-
tion of a few et phrases and routsne explanasions,
however interesting and 1mpoitant they might be
in themselves, was required to cement the pros-
perity, and prepetuate the existence of s great
socisty, which professed to convey superior
advaniages, and laid claim to o higher charactes
than any of the numerous antagomstuie clubs and
coteries of simlar pretensions by which it was
surrounded. A new urrangement was therefore
pronounced necessary in the year 1732, and Mortin
Clare, A M., a celebrated Mason. who vitimatety
attained the rank of D. G. M., wus commissioned
to prepare o course of lertures, adapted to the
exnating state ot the Order, wWithout infrngung on
the anctent landmarks ; and he executed bis task
so much to the satisfaction of the Grond Lodge.
that s lectures were ordered to be used by all
the brethren within the Limits of its junsdiction.
In accordance with this command, we find the
officers of the Grand Lodge setung an example in
the provinces; and in the minutes of & Lodge at
Lue la. 1n 1734, of which Sir Ceal Wray, the
D G M. wasthe Master, there area series of
entries \hroush successive Lodge nights to the fol-
lowing effect s ** that two or more aections, as the
ease might be,of Martin Clare’s lectures were
read; when the Master gave an elegant charge;
went through an ezamination; and the Lodge
was closed with gongs and decent merriment.”
An evident proofof thie suthotity of Martin Clare’s
lectures, or the D. G. M. would not bave been 50
careful to enfosce their use amongst the brethren
over whom he presided in private Lodge,

These lectures were nothing mora than the
amplification of the system propounded by Ander-
son and Desaguliers, enlightened by the addition
of a few moral referencesand admonitiong extrac~
ted from the Old and New Testaments, They
also contained e simple allusion to the sepges, and
the theological ladder with staves or Tounds
inrumerable, .

EFreemasonty was now making a rapid progress
in the island, both in dignity and usefulness; and
its popularity in a proportionate degree. Sci-
entific and learned men werenralled initsrank, and
Martin Clare’s lectures wete obliged, 10 their turn,
to give way helore the increasing intelhgence of
the Order. ~They were revised and remodelled by
Bro. Duncketley, P. G. M., sad Giand Supernn-
tendent for almost half the eatire kingdom, whose
opinion was considered by the Grand Lodge as
decisive on all matters connected with the Crafr,
In these lectures, Dunckerley introdiced many
types of Christ, and ended the ladder with three
principal steps as an approach to the supernai
regtons, which he called Fauth, Hope, and Cbarity,
His disquistion was founded on 1 Cor. Xiii. ; and
he might bave hadin view the true_Christian
doctnine of three states of the soul, Fnstinits
tabernacle the body, as an illustration of Faith;
then, after death, in Hades, Sheol, or Paradise, as
the fruits of Hope; and lasity, when reumted t-
the body in glory, about the throne of God, as the
sacred seat of unmiversal Charity. The original
hint ata circle and parallel lines, as 1mportani
tymbols of the Order, hds been ascribed to him,

Thus the lectures 1emained uatil towards the
latter end of the century, when Hutckinson in the
north and Preston 1in the south of England, burat
on the Masonic world like two brilhant suns, each
enligntening his own hemisphere, and each en-
gaged in the meritorious design of improving the
existing lectures, without being conscious that his
worthy cotemporary was pursuing the same track.
There are veasons for beleving that they sub-
sequently coalesced, and produced a joint lecture,
which, though regarded at first with'some degree
efjealousy, as anunautborized compilation, was
at'length adopted, and carried into operation by
the concurrent usage of the whole Fraterpity,
This course of the Jectures was in practice till the
reunion 1n 1813, and I believe there are still many
Todges who preler them to the Hemming or Un-
ion lectutes, und slill continoe their use.

With all these facts before us, it ig clear that
Freemasonry has undergone many changes since
ite revival after the death of Bir Cbristopber
Wren. The essentials remain the same, bus the

details have sustained considerable modifications,
and are susceptible of still more improvement.
He who aseends the Masonic ladder, must not
tarry at the portal of Hope, if he wishes to attamn
the summit, [fwe are anxious to practice our-
~elves, or to disseminate for the benefit of others
the poetry and philosophy of Masonry, 1t will be
necessary to show that such progressive sitera-
tons may be safol{ made without any violation
«fthe real ancient landmarks, or incurring the risk
of weakening its hold on the purest affections.

The apinion of our late Grand Master, H. R
H the Duke of Sussex, was favorable to the views
were exhibited. He publicly declared in Grand
Lodge, that, consistently with the laws of Masons
rg', * g0 long as the Master of any Lodge observed
he Landmarks of the Craft, he wasat liberty to
sive the Lectures in the language test suited to the
~haracter of the Lo 'ge over which he presided.’*
And as an illustration of his opinion, the Lodge of
Reconciliation was authorized to revise snd re-
~oustruct the lectures which were in existence at
*hat period. Under these circumstances, if some
slight alterations and improvemeats were mada in
the working details of the Order at the present
day, with the sanction of the Grand Lodge, 1
should anticipate the happiest results from the mea-~
sure,

But the question will be asked, how is this to be
accomplished? By what process is such a desis-
able objeci to be attained, without an invasion ot
Landmar«s, which are so strictly guarded by a
tandamenta] by-law, that theis integrity cannot be
violated without mf‘lcling some seriousinjury on
the Institution? The process is simple, and ]
think practicable ; and even if it be attended with
some m’ﬂmg disadvantages, they would be amply
compensated by improvements which might be
offected under o judicious modification of the lec-
tures in existence.

Thas if the Landmarks and such portions of the
Lectures of each deﬁree are indispensable 1o the
punity and characterd of the Order, were drawn
out carefully and judiciously in the shape of a se~
nies of moral axioms, and divided into degrees.
sectrons, and clauses, constructed with an equal
vegard to brevity and perspicuity, and accom-
pamed by a strict injunction vhav svery brother
shall be perfectly acquainted witk eack before he 1s
admuiled to a higher degree, it seems highly pro-
bable that the most beneficial Tesalts would be
produced. It may, indeed, be imagined that, un-
der such a regimen, many brethren would not
advance beyond the first degree, I amof a dif-
ferent opinton. The test might discourage indo-
lent and careless candidates, but 1t would invite
and augment the initiations of men of higher
character, ‘The facilities afforded by our present
qualifications fill our ranks with brotherhood
who do us little eredit; and the society would be
really benefitted by theirabsence. A Lodge; con-
sisting of a dozen scientific members, would be
more respectable, mote useful, and more popular,
than if it were filled with an uncounted number of
sola, or even with dull prosaic brothers who are
.gd(;ﬂ‘erent to the poetry and philosopby of the

rder.

I should certainly enticipate no dimination of
numbers under such a course of strict and whole-
some discipline, The only perceptible effect
would be to improve the characterofthe brethren,
by creating a spirit of inquiry and discrimination,
which would tend to raake 1t their sole aim,as
Masons, to increase their knowledge, purify their
minds, and prepare themselves, by the morality of
science, for niore perfection 1n another and a bete
ter state of existence. 1n our Lodges, sonie bre-
thren are always unfortunately to be found, with
whom refreshment is the great attraction and the
primary stimulus to their u'tendance at our stated
meetings; but on the improved principle that]
would recommend , refreshment, although by no
means to be dispensed with, would constitute a
secondary motive, while it contributed to give a
zest to the theoretical discussiors and practical ens
joyment which result from the social intercourse
of congenial minds with each other.

The onlv difficulty which appears tosttend the
ibove plan, would be iv the construction aad sr-
rangement of a digest that would meet the require~
qents of every section of the Craft ; becauseina
-natterot such importancethe consurrence of every
Grand Lodge in the universe should be oblained,
+hat a perfect unformity in work might prevail,

Every institution, to be perfect, should be con-
atstent with itself.  And hence *he insufficiency
ot the present leclures may be questioned, Itis

herefore degirable that the attention of the Frater-
aty should be fairly awakened to the subject, that
they may take the premises into their most serie
s consideration, and endeavour to place Freema-
<«onry on so substantial 2 basis, as to constitute the
‘nnmixed pride of its friends and deferders; and de~
ty the malice of its traducers und foes, if any such
are still to be found amongst those who are indils
ferent to 1ts progress,

1t appears ‘o me that all difficulty would vanish,
and a satisfactory arrangement ol the various mut-
terg at 1ssue might be obtained, if the Gtand Lodge
were to appnint a committee, composed of brethrea
resident in London, augmented by delegates ape
pointed from the Provinces, to inquire into all the
varieties in the different si'slems of lecturing
throughout the msasonic world, and report upon
them serwatim, And with respect to the Lands
marks—as very few points of difference were in-
cluded 1n the original system—it would remain ap
open quesiion “ﬁether, by an attempt to reconcile
avery variety or subsequent introduction, the real
Lanumarks of the Order_would be at alt invaded.
I shall decline pronouncing a"f’ positive opinion
on this poiat, but leave it entirely to the judgmeat
of others.

But should'the adoption of any such measure be
deemed expedient, the Grand Lodge would not be
expected to pledge itself to the absolute eanclton
of and mcipient report of the commitlee, which
could be searcely free from errors. It would be.
competent to receive the report; but I should
doubt, in a matter of such vital importance, whe-
ther that section of it which usually meets in Free-

? Hall, cc ing chiefly of the Masters
and Wardens of the meiropolitan Lodges, would
be willing to decide the question without a formal
appeal te such members of the Grand Lodge as
reside 1n the country, comprising a great majory
of 1ts body.

At this stage of the proceedings, the report
would be naturally trausmitted to the G. M. of
each Province, for the consuderation of local com-
mittees, consisting of the Musters and Wardens of
the Lodges, with the P, G. M. at theis head, ond
any other scientific brethren out of office whom
they migbt think proper 1o ascociate_with them,
The reports from each of these minor bodies, being
transmitted to the Grand Lodge, should besubjec-
ted to a new commitee for collation and revision,
and embodied 1n a general slatement of the enure
results. A dralt of this being forwarded to all the
provincial commttees for their approval, should
be finally submitted to the Grand Lodge who would
then, after other preliminaries had bren arrouged,
be 1n a condition to pass a decisive resolution oa
the subject. Communications should be forwar-
ded to the Grand Lodges of Scotland, Iteland.
America, the continent of Europe, and all other
places where they exist,accompanted by a detail of
the steps which had been taken for the purifica-
tion of the Order; recommeénding the alterations te
their notice, and soliciling their_concurrence.
And as.there appears to be an universal desire
throughout the whole Masome woild for .some
uniform system of working, an opposition to the
measure is scarcely to be contemplated, Effectu~
ally to prevent such a result, however, it might be
advisgble to communicate with the foreign Grand
Lodges during the progress of the proceedings, so-
liciting their {raternal snggesions; and a draft of
the final resolution ought also to be submilted to
euch of them for approval, before it passed into &
law which should be for ever binding on the whole
Fraternity in every -part of the glo%e, under ‘the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of England, as it
would be the concurrent production of the' united:
wisdom and rescarch of 2!l classes interested in the
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triumphant progress of the Ordar, .
Under some. well-organized plag of -this nituze,



