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sentury. intelligent irreirren, iroWever, sean ire-
<aine aware tirai aomeilrantt more tilan tire repeli-
lion of a few set phrases undt rouitin'e expilanasioits,
irawever interesting andi IMjIeI[agit tiiey mîgbt lire
ia tireisëiveq, %vos requiredti a cernent thre proe-
peraty, ant i 1 repe<iiale ire existence of a great
igocierty, whiich professeti to coîîvey arîperli
ativantanges, anrd laid ciri te a irigirer ciraracter
tiran îrîîy of tire nttneraus atiragonisttc clubs andi
coteries nf sîmîlar pretensioits by wbîcit it was
sutrolittîteti. A new arrangement was theretore
prnnotînceil necessary in thre Yeur 1732, andi Mîartin
Clare, A li., a celebrated ti ason. %viro ulitrely
altetîrd ire ranir ci D. G. il., wu$ commissiotieil
t0 prepdre a course et lertures, ailepteti ta tire
exiatnlg state t tire orîter, Wtîout îrîfrmrîging en
tire auieii lantimarire; and ire executti hîs task
so mach to the satisfaction et tire Grand Lotige.
tirnt liris Plecues were orderedti bie used by ait
irs bretirer vvilin tire liroita af ils jurisdititon.
In accordatîce vvitit this comrmandi, we fint tire
ofic-rs afthe Grand Litlge aetîîng an examp le goi
tire P'OVIirwes; and< il% ire mtnrit-i af a Lotige ai
Luie 'An, :n 1734, af wich Sir Cecil Wray, tire
1) G M% . nas tire _Naster, lirere are a sertes of
entriez ir3uth successive Lotige nîgirts ta tire fol-
Iwtrr'- eifect: Il that two or more sections, as tire
tase naittt be,ot Martin Clire'g lectures were
zeati; vrrn tire Master gave an elegivrnt charge;
went titrougit an exainntion; anti tire Loti-
was rioseti witir congé oendigdarent nerriment.'>
An evident proofof tlle iluthtrocty of Martin Clare's
lectures, or tire D. G. Xt wvoutd not have been sio
caredai ta enforce their use amongst tire bretirren
zver wrn ire presitiecinw prtvate Lotige.

Triese lectures were notiting Morti thoan tire
amplification of lire systeun propiundtd by Ander-
son anti Delagîiliers, entigirteflet by tire addition
of a few moral reterencesand admonitions cxtrac-
led tram tire Olti andi New Testaments. Tirey
also cantaineti a simple allusion ta tire senses, andt
tire tireologici latider witb slaves cr rouinds
inrimerable.

Freemasonry Was 00w makmng a rapiti progress
in tire isiati, bath in digaîty anti tseftsiaess; anti
ils popuia'rîty in a proportionate defiree. Sct-
tntiflc anti learnei rmen werenrolied l ils rank, and
itlartin Clare's lecturej wcreaobliedt, iteîrturn,
ta give ivay hefore tire increastOg intelligence of
tire Ordef. Titey rvere reviseti anti remodelleti by
Bro. Danrte le>', P. G. li., end Gianti Superîn-
tendent for aimost iraif tire traire kingdom, %%-base
opinion vers consitiered iry tire Grand Lodige as
decisive on ail mollts connecteti viil tire Crat.
la irese iec-îures, Dunckerieyr introdticed mon>'
types et Citr*,sr> andi endeti tire latider witir three
principal sietîs as an approacit to tire suipernai
regions. mwicir ire caileti Fat, Hope, anti Cirariîy.
Hie dîsquisiran wait toundeti on 1 Cor. xiii. ; anti
ire migbt bave irati an view tire truc Cirristian
doctrine ai îirree states of tire seul. Fut in ils
tabernacle tire bodiy, as an ilustration of Failir;
tiren, aller deair, in Hades, 91reol, or Parstiuse, a,
tire fruits af Hope; anti iasriy, weien reunîteti t,,
tire boine'1 glory, ahout tie throne aof God, as the

sacreti seat of universal CiraritY. Thre original
bint at a circie anti parallel fines, as rrnporiant
symiiols afthe Order, liras been ascrîbet 1 irn.

Tirus tire lectures iemnaiaed until towerds rire
latter endi cftlie century, wiren Huîcinson in lire
nortir andi Preston in tite sauti of Englanti, buri
en tire Mlasonic wor!ti lire two brilltant suas eacir
cnîagnteninrg iris own ireiispirere, anti escb en-
gaged in tire meritarious designofe improving tire
existing lectures, wiîirout ireing cosclous tirat iris
wortiry cotemporary was pursuingire same tracir.
Ttsere are tesaons for iraiîeving tirat tirey sul>.
sequentl coalesced, anti producei s. joit lecture,
wicir,rhougir regarieti ai first avitrsotme tiegree
etjeatousy, as an unautirorizeti compilation, was
ai Jenglir atiopteti, anti carried iot aperation b>'
tire conrcturrent usage efthlie wirole F'rateinity.
Titis course aftie lertures wras iru practice tll tire
Teunion in 1813, anti 1 believe tirere are still many
lotiges vvho preter tirem la tire fleramiog or Uit-
io% lectures, anti stili continue the.ir use.

Wiub ail lirese facto before as, it is clear that
Freeinasonry iras undergone rrany chranges since
its revrvat after tire deatir ef iir Cirristopirer
Wren. Tire esseatialsi rema tire saine, brut tire

details have susttuned consitierable modifications,
anti are susceptible of stiti mire irnpravement,
He wira asepids tire Mnsaîric lotider, inust not
tonry aithe portai of Hope, if iro wisires la ottairi
'ire aummit. If Nve ate etixieus ta practice aur-
,etî'es, ar Io dissemîinate for fle irenefit of otiters
thre paetry anti phiiosopiry of Maosonry, rt %%tll bý
îrecessary ta show titat %%%ch progressive attera-
'ions may ire safely maode wt.out any violationi
"f tie reai avrient lantimarirs, or incurring tire rusit
,3f %veakening ils irold aon tire putes% affections.

Tire opinion cf aur late Grand Miaster, H. Il
Il tire Diate of Sussex, tvrsfavorable totire views
"epre exiirteti. He- publicly tisniared in Granit
Lotige, thi, cansiaîcntly, witir tire laws of Mason-

ry ças long aç tire blaster af any Lodeosevt
'iLantimarirs of thre Craft, ire wos at liberty in

,ive tire Lectures in lthe languace best surteti ta tbp
-ituracter aftie Lo ge over wicir ire presided."1
Anti as an illuistratinn ofthis opinion, tire Lotige cl
Reconciiiation usas suthorized t0 ravise endtie.
*-ot-struct tire lectures wiricir were in existence ai
'iraIperioti. Under these circumstances, if otoi
qlight alterations and impravements were made in
'ie %vorking detaîls of tire Order attre preserut
irry, wtir lire sanction of thre Grand Lodge, 1
strould anticipante tire irappiest resulta frein tire inea-
sure.

But tire question will ire asireti iow s inis ta be
accornpiisired 1 By witat ptocess is tarir a desir-
trie airjeca bie altaîneti, witirout an invasion ai
Lantirllrýt wvirni are so strictiy guordeti b> a
lunidamental iry-law touat titeir integrity conu ire
vialateti %itbnut inflicting somne seriaus injury on
rte Inbitution7 Tire procesai is simple, anti 1
ttiink piacrîcolîle ; andi even if tt ire attended with
saine trigmng dîsativantages, tire>' wauli ire ampiy
compensateti by împrovemerits whicir migirt ire
I»ffecte!d tanter a judictous modification oftie lec-
tures in existence.

Tiras if tire Lantimarirs andi sucb partions aftie
Lectures of eacit degree are indispensable lo the
pursly and ciraracterf of th e Order, were dtawn
i)ut caretuliy andi judiciousiy in lire sirape of a se-
rtes of moral axioms, andi divitieti ino degrees.
sections, andi clausesr, canstructed witir an equal

regardti 1 brevity andi perspicuity, anti accom-
pa.ie by a. slric injunctiori trot avenj bv-oller
shall le perfeciiv arquoirrled wiL& ecd before At tls
admilied ta a higher degrep, il seemus iigiri> pro-
bable tirat tire Most beneficial iestilîs Nvaîsît be
produceti. Il may, indeeti, ire imagined tirat, un-
dei surir a regimien, mnan>' bretirren would nat
ativance beyond thre flîst degree. 1 arn of a dit-
ferent opinion. Thre test mi.irt discourage indo-
lent anti careless candîiates, bît il woald invite
and augment tire initiations of men of higirer
ciraracter. nie facilities riffortiet by aur present
qualifications fi orîr ranirs witir brotirerrooi
who do us little credit; -andi the society vsotld ire
reaily beneflîteti by their absence. A Letige, con-
sîsîing cf a doren scientific members, %would ire
more restpectablte, mote tîsetral, gâtd more popular.
thain iftit were filleti wiîir an uncounteti numirer of
sots. or aven witir doit prosaic braoirler* wira are
.nidîfferent t0 ile poetry andi pirilosopiry ol tire
Order.

1 siroulti certainl>' anticipate no diminution of
niiobers untier such a course of strict anti white-
somne discipline. Tire oniy perceptible effect
wrould ire la improve lire ciraracterottire bretirren,
iry creating a spirit at inquir>' anti discrimination,
wlich rvoold tend ta Malte ît their sole ain, as
Masons, la increase tireir kriowiedge, purify tireir
mintis, an'i prepare tbemselves, b>' thre moaoiirf
science, for nmore perfection rn anotirer enti a at.
ter state of existence. In cir Lotgoniýe bre-
tirren are alwaya trnfortunately ta il e ounti Wiî b
wirom refreshinent 13 tire great attrato anti tire
primary stimulus ta tireir <',tendance rit Our stated
meetings; bot an tire improvedl principie tiraI
would recommend , refresirment, aithougir by no
means ta ire dispenseti wirh, woulti constitute a
secontiary motiver while it contributeti ta give a
zest ta the theoretteai discussiors anti practical en-
Joëyment whici resaIt train tire social inteicoarse
tf congenial strntis 'witi esch altier.
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Thre onlv diffirulty whirh appears ta attenrd t'i
ribave ption, would ire il, tire construction and ar-
rangement of a digest lirat would mneet the require-
,nents of every section of the Craft ; because in
'natteraI surit impartance,'he conzurrence ofevetv
Grand Lodgp in thre univerfie ahoid ire obtainei,
thit a porfect unformity ini wvok might prevaii.

Every instituion, to ire perrect, giliould be con-
mistent wittr ilself. Ami] irence -ie inaufflciency
)t thre present lectures rnay bre questiorret. Il is
herefOre clesiraile that thre attention ci the Frater-
iîty shoulît ie tairly awakéned ta the subjécr, tira
'îiey miy taire the premittes loto their Most tera*
tus consrdteratiort, anti endeavaur ta place Freema-
«ory on s0 substantial a basis es ta constitute tbe
'mamixeti pritie of ils friontis anrâ defer.ders; andi de-
ty the malice of il& traducers u oei if any suc
,tre sttit ta be founti amnongst those wiro are idt
ferent ta lis progrcsq.

it appears ,a me lirat ail difficulty would vsnlsi,
.4nd a satîisfactnry arirangement ci thre varaous matI-
'ers aI lsue rnight be oblaineti, if tie Grand Lotige
wiere to apponît a commiîtee camposeti ofretirec
resident il% Lonrdon, augmt*nted by detegates a II
rointeti Irom tire Provinces, ta inquire into ait %ta
va rieties in thre different systems of iecturittg

l iraugrotut thre muson-c %vorid, and report ripou
,heen sertaim. And wrlir respect ta thre Land-
marics-as very few points ai ifflereiîce were ia-
cluded, in the original system-it would rernain au

apen ueton %% hether, by an atiempt ta teconciie
i-ver' va ty or subséquent introductionl, lire resi

Lanumarks af the Order would ire at ai invadeil.
1 shall deiIine pronouncing an y positive opîirnio
on tbts point, but leave it entirely tu tre juiment
of othets.

But shouidtir :adoption ofany such measute b.
deemýed expedient, the Grand Lotige wouid not b.
expected ta pletige itteif Io lire absolute éanction
of andi Incîpient report of tire committee, wniicir
could ire scarcéiy free train errais. Il wouid b.
competent ta recesve lhe report; but I sbauld
dout, i0 a matter of sucb vital imiportanlce, wh,
tirer trot section of it wirich îîsually meets in Free.
masons' Hall, cansisting ciefly of tire Masters
and Wrdens afthe rneiropolilaià Lotiges, would
be wiling ta decide thre question without a format
dppeal ta sucir members of thre Grand Lotige et
reside in ltre caountry, compiising a gteat unsjotity
ot is body.

Al ibis stage of tire proceedings, tire report
would ire naturaily tra,îsmittel ta tire G. M. of
eachi Province, for tire conrdtrrrtiolt of local coarn-
millees, can3isling aftie Mafsters andi Wardens ai
the Lotiges, veillé tire P. G. M. at their bead, and
rry oilier scienlific breirren ont c ofofice wirom

îhey -igirt iuini proper ta ruseaciate wîiir thein.
I reports from eacir cf rirese minor boties, being

transmitteti ta Ille Grand Lodgc-, srorrld ire ubjec-
ted te a newv commîîtee for collationî anti revision,
and emirodied i n a gcnerai mtaternent of tire etrre
rearilts. A drirat af titis hein.- (orwçarded ta ail thes
provincial comrrrîteea for tireir approvot, sirotîlti

Pbe finally suirmilieti ta tire Grand Latine Whro woutd
,leatteraotier preliminaries liat bt'en arratigeil,
btua conditino pas a decisive resolution on

tire subjeet. Communications srorric ire forwar-
de t < tire Grand Lotiges cf Scollanti, Ireland,
Amnerica, lire continent of Europe, and ail orber
places wirere they exîst, accompasîted by a dersil Ôt
tire steps wici lirat been tanor tire purrfica-
lion oftie Order; recommendînp tire aitertitoa..tu
tireir notice, andi soliciling titeir concurrence.
And as titere appears to be un uiivers'al destr.
tirrougirout thre wbole Nlasonjc woid for torne
uniforin system of workiîng, an appoiition ta the
mneasure is scarcely ta ire contemgtpla ted.' Effeclu-
ally ta prevelît sucir a resuli, irowever, it migirt b.
advîsabie ta commatiîiicale wiir lire foreiget Grand
Lodges durirrg tire progresa of'tire proceedings, so-
liciting tireir fraternal aîîggeilions; and a drait ci
ire final rcsolulîan ougirt aiso to be submittedin1
euch of tem for appro-al. bei'ore il passeti inio *
law wich siroulti ie for ever bmndin an tire wbola
Frarernity in every port of t ie gla ifi ter tirs
jurîsiciion cf tire Grand Lotige cf Etigiant, as if
wvould ire tire concurrent production of tire unîteti
wistiom and rescarcir of ail classes intrreted te %iru
triomphant progresa o thlie Ordr. ltie

wae ogslI41-organized plan o -tt» Ibisig


