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4'The seed-vessels or capsules are of a globular from their integument a quantity of sap to ren.
form, with the top surface slightly drawn up to der tli suffieiently mature for the purpose or
a point. On opening them, from six to ton, vegotation, thougl porbaps for conimorciul pur.
(more commonly the latter number) cellular poses their market value may nlt be so high as if
divisions are seen, each occupied by a seed, allowed to ztand a littie longer in the field
which at first is a colourless integument, envel In order to gct the grentest lcngth of fibre,
oping a watery rnucilagjiiouis matter. On ex- which is a atter of great importance la,
anination in a day or two, it will be found to unlike ail other cereal crops, is pulled hp by the
have assumed a more solid consistence, and the roots; an operation performed by band, W
seed to have changed to a pale green colour. unless the operator is accustoned to the work,
This the first point to be noticed, and not a day itbecomostediousaeîd xpensîve. 44Thefiaii
should now pass withuut observing the changes
that take place, as these changes form te cri-
teria by which the period of harvesting the crop
should bie regulated."0hudb euac. laying it in rows acroas the other. i'hese àte

In Belgium, where flax culture has long been allo o
practised with distinguished success, the mode a certain tue,
of proceeding may be briefly stated as follows:- are then collectd toether, and bound into
A full-grown plant is selected, and the best ma-
tured and ripest capsule is taken. This is eut that the band shah ho placcd just under W
across with a sharp knife, and the secticn of the sed.heads of the plant, and the bottoras or but
seeds examined. If they have become firmn- left unconfined and open. If the crop lias be
side, and the outside has assuned a good deep irregular in ifs growth, and the stems are ef
green colour, the plant is considered fit for im. unequal Iongths, it is desirable, as far as iten
mediate pulling. At this time the entire plant be managed, to pull them in different bunde
Vill exhibit sigus of its approaching maturity, according to their length, as both n steepig
*-the bottom of the stalk will be scen to have and jcutehing nuch Ébre is otherwise bat. h
assumed a yellowish tint, and have become is r.so desirable, in binding them, that the betta
much harder to the touch than it was before, should be gently pressed on the ground, ino.
good indications of an interruption to the circu- der to regulate the length of the diffèrent item
lation of the juices of the plant. If this altered After tie sheaves, or "hundies," ahejui
condition be allowed to go op by the plant re- termed, are bound, they are arranged i sA
maining in the ground, the change of colour stooks, usually of four, five, or six eaeh, plae.
will rapidly make its way up the stem until it in a circle, the butté being well spread ouf, sob.
reaches the capsules, and then the seeds will be to admit the air freely to their centr,-L
found to be fully matured, quite liard, and to weather, and the condition of the crop WL
have assumed the dark colour with which we pulled, of course regulating the period lhey W
are so familiar in thé market samples. The to romain on the field."
iext stage of the plant, wold be the bursting of We have heard of a machine worked byW
the seed vessele and disjection of their contents, power, for pulling fiai, in the westen Sbb.
and the decay of the enitire plant ; but to preserve but îi information as-to its eflxieneylbascê.
both seed and fibre, the plant should be bar- f0 our knowledge. In the case of leïel L
-vested at the earlier stage, at whietue the fond the surface left rolled down after s oren
fibre is: atits best condition. If left nantit the a good careful mower, with a scyti.'suiWW
seeds are quite matured, the stemis get bard and equipped, migit ent thefax close te tosgo
wobdy, ,ind the fibre is apt togét mucl broken so as tei eaverbut lile fibro behih Ts if
i the-subsequezit process of separation. Long cfhand tpuling isconteider n, even fld.

experieueej ,pr0ved t1at-this isthe-mnoot pro- varying from. 15s. to 15 , -sterlingt of b
fitablu tiee t>pull the Fax; for although the and in -sthe curery te ts pulle ou pb
seeda at taI ure -are not -fully ripe, ye if pariculwlby-hre people .el thecsed.
allowed to re34nneabeaîahlyo.willwaetorb- tb. wok. An more ote gd


