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but the blank looks of some, and the honest
confession of others that they realiy did not
kaow anything abous the matter, would lead us
to the conviction that if these soxual ditferences
are known and recognised at all in Eagland, it
must be by very few, indeed. It may be that
sirawberry growers posses this knowiedge ; but,
if 30, they keep it remarkably secret, perhaps
that they may reap the greater (supposed) ad-
vantage from its exclusive practice, although
we can scarcely imasine this. We were our
aclves as ignorant on this subject as the knglish
public at Iarge untit we visited the town of Cin-
cionati, in the United States, and had the mat-
tor clearly explained to us by our highly esteem-
ed friend, Robert Buchanan, the celebrated wine
grower of Cincinnati—a gentleman who, to-
gether with Nicholas Longworth, has done so
muchreal good for his country. In Mr. Buchan-
an's instructive little brochure on “ grape cul-
ture” is included some very interesting letters,
statements, and reports upon the culture of the
strawberry plant; and as these afford most val-
uable information we shall briefly allude to them.

(70 o contihued.)

Canada as a Field for Flax Culture.

We take the following article from the Nor-
thern Whig of Augast 28th, a leading com.
mercial paper published m Belfasy, Treland.
The gentleman alluded tu as visiting that coun-
try in connextion with the Canadian government
is Mr. Donaldson, who has just returned home.
Mr. Donaldson, we understand, is favomrably
impressed with rcgard to the profitablencss of
flax growing in Canada, and as he intends visit-
ing the approaching Provincial Show, to be
keld in London, he will doubtless have an op-
portanity of stating publicly his views on this
important subject, which must soon more earn-
estly and generally occupy public attention.

The never ceasing energy of the Lancanshire
cotton-spinners has heen the wonder of all
vations at all able to comrprehend the gigan-
tic efforts they have made. year after year, for
the larger suppy of raw material. In their ease
neiter time nor money has been spared for the
accomplishment of the great object in view, and
the resut has been to bring into play an annually
increasing amount of cotton wool, equal to
the almost illimitable wants of the spindles.—
Liast year there were imported into the United
Kingdon 12,419,000 cwts, of raw cotton, against
5;160,000 cwts. imported in 1840. Owing. to
the. existing state of affeirs in the different
States of America, 2 decrease of supply may: be

sequences of any material fulling off) the Cotggy
Supply Association has heen actively at wor,
Already the agents of that institution are by
engaged in Esypt and the West Indian lglay
whiie east of the Gtanges there are hosts of jy,
fluonces engaged in extending the growth of
Oriential staple. !

Some few wecks ago, an inquiring gentlemy
wrote to the London papers on the vital ques
tion of cotton supply, aud in course of his gh
servations he proposed a new mode ¢f prepariy:.
flax fibre so as Lo cottonise it, and thus - Yy
the supply of material for muslin goods, T
plan was excellent in is way, and brimful of in-
genuity; but, unfortunately for its practical appl.
cation, the spindles of our own staple trade hgse
only been partially supplied with flax for sppe
yea's past; there i3, consequently not a single
pound of that article to spare from its legitimy.
source of consumption. To give effect to g
plan of producing from flax a substance like oot
ton we must first have enoagh and to Spare—r
result not likely to be realised for some yearsc
come,

Merchants and other capitalists connecte
with the linen tiade have been making greate
ertions, for years past, to bring about g my
ample supply of raw material ; but, to this dy
the effect of their exertions has only been e
tial, and still the cry of famine in the flax mare
rings from Belfast to Dundee, and from Dr
fermline to Leeds. Daring the last forty year
the value of raw cotton has so fallen in"pric
that its manufactarers have been enabled topr
duce goods swted to the wants of all clasy
and thus the use of muslin and calico ag artich
of clothing has become 30 general in nearly.
parts of the world that steam power, acting.
spindle and loom, is taxed to the wttermosi
its gigantic strength to meet the necessitiss
the millions of people of all nations and clie.
who clothe themselves with the products oft
cotton plant. We bave alluded to the vast,
duction which has taken place in the cost oft.
ton wool since 1841, but from that datenos:
change has occurred in the value of flax; s
hence the linen trade hag lost all the advants
which wounld inevitably have resulted from
gradually downward figare in the priceofr
material. "

Within the last few days, we have had s
conversation with the highly-intelligest gea
man who, ag the accredited agent of the (.
diar Government, has been sent ovet to.
country for the purpose of ascertaining the}
babilities of success in a.extended system of.
culture_in Upper Canada, From all weL
been able to ascertain on the aphjéct. b
seems to, ba no donbt that, by due energyoi
part of the Canadian, coupled with afait’
pert of remunerative prices here, the lix
that colony would soon-produce veryilargs.

looked. for from. thence ; and:to avert.the: con:

. tions to onr present sypplies of flax. Itfx{
t known to those acquainted with the sgic:



