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but the blank looks of sorme, and the honest
confession of others that they realiy did not
kaow anything about the matter, would lead us
to the conviction that if these soxual diffierences
are known and recognised at all in England, it
must be by very few, indeed. It may be that

tra.wberry growers posses this knowmedge; but,
if so, they keep it renaekably secret, perhaps
that they may reap the greater (supposed) ad-
vantage from its exclusive practice, althongh
we can scarcely ina.rine this. We were our-
iaelves as ignorant on this subject as the E nglish
public at large until we visited the town of Cin-
cinnati, in the United States, and lad the mat-
t-er clearly explained to us by our lighly esteem-
cd friend, Robert Buchanan, the celebrated wine
grower of Cincinnati-a gentleman who, to-
gether with Nicholua Longworth, has donc so
imuchreal good for his country. la Mr. Buchan-
an's instructive little brochure on "grape cul-
ture " is included some very interesting letters,
8tatements. and reports upon the culture of the
strawberry plant; and as these afford most val-
uable information ve shall briefly allude to them.

(To o contihzued.)

Canada as a Field for Flax Culture.

We taike the follow ing article fron the Nor.
thern Whig of August 28th, a leading con.
mercial paper publisled m Belrast,reland.
The gentleman alluded tu a sting fat coun
try in connextion with the Canadiai governriment
i i Mr. Donaldson, who lias just returned hone.
Mr. Donaldson, we unrderstanrd, is favourably
iapressed with regard to the profitableness of
flax growing in Canada, and as ho intends visit-
ing the approaching Provincial Show, to be
held in London. he will doubtiess have an op-
portanity of stating publicly his views on this
important subject, which, mast soon more earn-
estly and generally occupy publie attention.

The never ceasing ecergy of the Lancansbire
cotton-spinners las been the wonder of all
nations at all able to comprehend the gigan-
tic efforts they have made. year after year, for
the larger suppy of raw material. In their case
neiter time nor money bas been spared for the
accomplishment of the great object in view, and
the,resut has been to bring into play an annually
increasing amount of cotton wool, equal to
the almost illimitable wants of the spindiles.-
L'ust year there were imported into the United
Kingdon 12,419,000 cwts. of raw cotton, against
510,000 cwts. imported in 18.4Q. Owing. to
the. existing state of afairs in the different.
Skates of Ainerica, a decrease of supply may.be
kooked- for from-thence ; and to ayert _the, con

sequences of any inaterial fallinr off, the Cottn
Supply Association lias bec enactively at wo
Aready the agents ef that institution arc basil,engged in Egypt and the West Indian Islau
while east of the Ganges there are hosts Of in.
fluences engaged in extending the growth of the
Oriential staple,

Some few weeks ago, an inquiring gentleman
wrote to the Londoin papers on the vital ques.
tion of cotton supply, and in courge of his o.
servations he proposed a new mode cf prepari5g
flax fibre so as to cottonise it, and thus • !a to
the supply of material for muslin goods, Tbe
plan was excellent in is way, and brimful of in.
genuity; but, unfortunately for its practicale appli.
cation, the spindles of our own staple trade have
only been partially, supplied with flax for som
yea-s past ; there is, consequently not a singlr
pound of that article to spare from its legitima
source of consumption. To give effect te ar
plan of producing f rom flax a substance like cot
ton we nust first have enough and to spare-.
result not likely to be realised for some yearat
come.

Merchants and other capitalists connecte
with the linon tmade have been making greate
ertions, for years past, to bring about a mol
ample supply of raw material; but, to this daythe effect of their exertions has only been pr
tial, and still the cry of famine in the flax mark,
rings from Belfast to Dundee, and from Du
ferrline -to Leeds. Durinig the last forty year
the value of raw cotton has so fallen in prit
that its mitanuficturers have been enahiedtopr
duce goods smuted to the wants of all claset.
and thus the use of muslin and calico as artick
of clothing has become so general in nearly
paris of the world that stean power, acting,
spindle and loom, is taxed to the uttermost
its gigantic strength to meet the necessit:e
the millions of people of all nations and chi.
who clothe themselves with the products cfri
cotton plant. We have alluded to the vaal
duction whicli las taken place in the cost oit
ton wool since 1841, but from that date noms
change bas occurred in the value of flar;
hence the linon trade bas lost ail the advantat
which would inevitably have resulted fran
gradually downward figure in the price of r
material.

Within the last few days, we have %dso
conversation with the highly-intelligentgen
man who, as the accredited agent of.the C,
diar Government, bas been sent over to
country for the purpose of ascertaining thej
babilities of success in a.extendedsyste of.
culture in Upper Canada. Froma ail.wet
been able to ascertain on the gpbject,.
seems tp be Yo donbt that, by due energytr
part ofthe Canadian, coupled with a fair
pe*t of remunerative prices here, the &in
that colony wouldsoon-producevérlarget
tios t* oe preent supplies of flag. kî
known to those acquai4ted wiJtkhagcQ*


