OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

wton o wants a market for it; crosses lind a
-ore ready sale and & much better price, which
ore than make up for the increased consump-
on of foud. There is n very great difference
* opinion upon the subject of crossing, many,
.7 many, still contending that it i3 not desir-
le to go beyond the first cross; and the most
ceeasful and common mode pursued is to use
leng-woolled ram upon South oc Hampshire
own or other dark-taced ewes. This coarse
1 been found to answer better than a short-
swited ram upon long-woslicd ewes; for the
oduce generaily partakes of the size of the
ale, and  ais, having an cye to the butcher, is
areat desideratum in crossing.  The great ob-
tion urged by mauy arainst this system is,
1t as all the produce is sold off annuaily the
rederia driven into the market every year for
e3, which ave mostly the drafts of viher neo-
3 flocks, thereby running the risk of intro-
“ing wll mauner of diseuses ou to his turm;
ides, there is o want of unifoumity ja the
:bs, some taking after the sire and others
ar tho damy moreover, having to parchase
3 every year, the demand is fncrensed and
supply is diminished. This cannot be desir-
e, for with 2 fast increasing and flounshing
ulation, bringing with it a growing demand
meat, the breeding of sheep cannot be too
spsively carzied on.  The ohjections I have
od to the mude of crossing § have deseribed,

¢ heen felt by many, and successful efforts
¢ been made by the men of Shropshire, Ox-
shire, and other districts, to produce skeep
anite the weli-known and acknowledzed
 qualities of the Down with tho lurrer fram.
ad heavier fleeced long wools.  What hus
vdone can be dous ngain. I it was possible
Ir. Bakewel, by a judicious selection from
various long wools, to prodace the new Lei-
x; for the frampshire men, by the use of
Susses Down, to change the charaeteristics
wir native horned breed; who shallsey it is
wsaible at the present day, with ourealarged
dedge and increased facilities, to produce
ts e;qual to those who have gone before us?
Oxfordshire and Shropshire men in their
pt to establish theso newer breeds are
ed up in their prizciples of breeding by a
high authority, a gentlemar who is a mem-
fthis club. T allude to Mr. Spoover, who
eritten 2 most excellent peper upon the
Dbreeding of sheep in the last Journal of
aral Agricultural Society of England, and
I take this opportuaity of saying that for
ical papers and good downrighs farmers’
2 no previous journal has equalledit. A,
w, I lrow, did his bost to make it so. [
vow that it bas fallen into other haads it
e conducted in lice manner. dr. Spooner
1 one of his conclusions beariug upon this
“Although the benefits are most evident

- first cross, after which, from puiring the
Yred animals, the defects of one breed or
her, or the incongruities of hoth, are per-

.
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retually breaking out, yet unless the character-
istics and conforraution of the two breeds are
altogether averse to each other, nature opposes
no barier to their successful admixture, so that
inthe course of time, by the aid of selection and:
careful breeding, it is practiiable to establish s
uew breed altogether. This, in fuet, has been
the history of our principal breeds.” Mr. Spoon-
er goes v to show that the Leicester was pro-
duced from crossing in the lirst instance, the
Cotswold and Lincoln have been improved by
the Leicester, and the Hampshire and Wiltshire
have also been vrossed and improved by the
Southduwn: and as regards the latwr, there is
a doubt in soine minds whether their improved
chines and backs were not brouzht about by
some sueh mweans.  From all this 54 would ap-
pear the word *+pure”™ is out of place when
speahing of any breed, and therefore I prefer to
use tiie term happily chosen by Mr. Robert
Smith, in his repor.s of the Royat Agricultural
shows at Chester anw Warwick, viz., the ‘‘esiab-
lished” breeds,
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Horse Talk to Tyros.

Wien borses are yrazing in a state of uature,
or turned out ‘or & temporary run, they, doubt-
less, swallow adeal of entth. [ haveseenthose
that are regularly kept in stables, and fed only
on oats and hay, if allowed, when out, seize any
opportunity to cut carth. T have also seen
horses when first enbridled in the stable, aftera
journey, iick every pariicie of it from their.feet,
or if thevy can vet at a whitewashed wall they
will never rest until every bit of lime is licked
off it AN horses should have 4 lump of rock-
salt and a piece of chalk kept regularly in their
mangers; zud my opinion is, that if they are
fed upon foud best suited 1o their constitution,
and woderately, but nut oser worked, they will
require but Jiuie, if any. medicine whatever.
Most of their disurders wie the resul's of close
confinement in badiy drained and badly venti-
inted stables, and ace to be prevented or reme-
died only by proper stable mmanagement, and
plenty of gentle work or exercise in the open
air, for air and exercise is as essential for pre-
serving the health of horses as human beings.
Their infinnities and wnsoundness (when not

vansmitted by Lreeding from unsound progeni-
tors) are almost invariably caused by teo muchk
work, and their internal discases by over feeding
and want of exercise, ur puare air in the stable.
Buu I would not, on this account, proceed to
diuz and poison them internally with balls and
patent medicines, of which there are now-a-days
30 many vendors, who know nothing whatever
ahout the anatcmy or nature of the horse;
neither would I subject their skin and sinews to
operativns which, in some cases, is as cruel as
it is 1gnorant and useless.  But if curbs, splints,
apavins, and the like, make their uppearance in

embryo (caused by over work while too youn
: } ¥ g'1



