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HELP IN THE DISTANCE. en

oiitortMl and took IiIr Hcat in a luungiiig,

ho«<ll<)HH way, cIoha by the Rtov% with

Wh f«t!t «lovttt«d in»ou tho top thor«of,

aiul luH ciii>— at onit'tiniti RUppoHeil to Ik)

iiuwlci of fur, l»\|| n«)w might hiivo^KWin

,iniHtHk«ii for wiltcul iiiokh—very much
^incliuiHl to oncn^idu of tho hoa<l ; the

[Hmk ahnoHt ol)litenitiii<; tho atljaaMit

oy«. Extnicting a nhort clkj^ piiHt from

hiH voHt pocktit, he diHcoveixHl to ]j|^s (Uh-

appoiutmeut^that it wtw miuus tho to-

bacco, which h«J next prtxhiced in tho

Hhape of a hj^jllj-hiceratcd fraj^ment of a.

phig. Heli)ing hinmolf to a chew, lie

comn»mic(*d to Hro a well-tlivected volley

(if obnoxious 8])||blo against the newly-

paiKu-edwall and'Htfl|ve pipes, and oiKjned

a sort of social interview with AV>lK)tt hy

remarking that it wa» going to Ikj a very

severe flight, and tU^t"^Canada was the

finest country on the glol)e, hut that the

climate didn't suit many^blks ; wliere-^,,

u'\)on Abbott readily adinittcHl the truth

of» the asseition, >ind added, that from

tho speciuien he ha«l while in the coun-

try he was confident it woidd never suit

him, that his cormtitutiou wosupt of the

Iwalthy stallikrd, etc. *"

' Indeed,' remarked the gentleman

with the fjuidj at tht#same time nijjking

a violent effort by screwing up hW lips

to fire at a si)ittoon in a ft.r corner, ' A
' stnvnger here then 1 ain't long mit, I

guess ] . Going up the country ?-^ ped-

lar, or tmveller for whole'^iler 1'

The inteiTogations of the ^ chewing

individual followed in quick succession,

and wei"e deemed by the-' Londoner of a

most insulting character, esiKJcially the

,two last.
J

' Yes, I'm a stranger, comparatively

speaking, to Cauiula,' replied Ablxrtt

;

' only out here a (ew m«iiths ; but I'm

neither^going up nor dowii the country

at present. * This is my destination, at

least for a time ; nor am I a pedlar or \\

tmveller, 8if,"t wish you to understand.**

'Oh, beg pardon, friend ; didn't mean*

no insult, you know. Don't know who
you are nor what you are ; nor to be

honest don't care a'darn. But allow me
to say that, if you are g^ing to stop here

^#iiong white folks, you must be a kind

of civil, no odds who yon are.''

• I don't wiah to lie othoi-wiae,; ob*»rved

Abl)ott. • I've l)ccn well brought up,

Mj4j)l he<luc»ted to<), and l)elong to a very

'if^h family, bo it is not reasonabUi to

HUpiiose I shouhl bo anything but civil,

sir.'

' Tshaw ! Your' high family to tho

dogs !' returned the stninger. * Wo
don't pi-each no such tloctrine in this

country ;
you can't come that game hert«.

MoiKiy rul(!S over allj and, if you've

plenty of tliat on hand, you may bmg a

little perhaps 'l>out yoiil- family and your

lariiin' and your thiH and that ; but if

you linn't got nuich of the chink, take a

friend's tulvice and dry up 'l)out relations

and qualifications in geneml^ ifewwy,

sti-anger, is tlie grand recommendation,

if a feller wants to cut a big figxire.'

< Well,' said Ablxitt, 'I liad money.

I nSly Siiy I was rich when I lauded in

Canada ; but I was unfortunately rob-

bed. Notwithstanding, 1 have a few

friends even in thW distant land, luul am
not destitute of recommelptdations equally

as gootl as money,—honesjt^llitid integri-

ty ; and as we have happflgd^jSl* got into

conversation about these' inOTTOrs, I will

inform you that I have h^re a testimo-

nial of charapter and written introduc-

tion to a g-Mitleman of gowl standing, a

letwling man in tliis place. 1 intend to

present it to him to-morrow ^Perhais

yoii can tell me where he resides iiv the

town. Christopher Frow, Esq., is tho

name to whom this letter is addressed.'

« Whati' said the stranger, straighten-

.

ing his cap and starting to the floor;

'why, / am the man ! That's my name,

tliere ain't no other here of the same.'

Abbott, with greater astonishment

than could be conceived, handed the let-

ter to Mr. Frow, who, when he read the

conteirts, informed him that he would

nftet him at the hotel the next day and

s])eak caanfidentially.—jBo saying he loft

aUritl>tly.

Christopher JSrow was exalted many
degi-eeS, iij his own-estimation, above his

mercantile brothers, afteV lie discovered

by Abbott's introductory letter that he
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