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besides this, which perhaps was laudable enough, or at least
justifiable, he entertained the supposition, rather an unlikely
one indeed, that through him on his return, enriched by the
useful knowledge which he would bring, a profitable union
might be established-betwixt these islanders and his own
nation. The immediate advantages were not considerable,
for this youth’s talents were but slender, and the ultimate
object was never accomplished, as he died of the small-pox
in the voyageout to Otaheite, Bougainville, notwithstanding,
is deserving of credit for the care and attention he bestowed
on him. He spared neither money nor trouble to render
his residence at Paris both comfortable and useful, and so
far succeeded, it appears, as that during the long time
Aotourou was there, he gave no symptoms of weariness.
But it is certain, on the:other hand, that his advancement:
in useful knowledge was not very flattering to his teachers,
and never equalled the favourable ideas Bougainville had
entertained of his capabilities. Mr Forster says, in a foot-
* note to the translation, that some Englishmen who saw him
at Paris, and whose testimony, were their names mentioned,
would be decisive with the public, were. decidedly of opi-
nion, that Aotourou was naturally a stupid fellow, an opi-
nion, it seems, in which his own countrymen unanimously
concurred. .The amount of his improvements, even on
Bougainvllle’s own evidence, was, his scarcely blabbering
out some French words, his finding his way through Paris,
his hardly ever paying for things beyond their real value,
and his perfectly well knowing the days of the opera, to the
amusements of which he shewed an excessive partiality,
These degrees of refinement, it must be allowed, do not in-
dicate superlative talents; yet, if one may judge from the
advancement in Frenchification made by many who have
visited' Paris from other countries, they may not depreciate
the docility of poor Aotourou, much below the common
average! He embarked at Rochelle in 1770, on board the
Brisson, which was to take him to the Isle of France,
whence, by orders of the ministry, he was to be conveyed
home, which, as already mentioned, he never reached.

At eight in the morning of the 16th of April, the ships
were aboul ten leagues N.E. by N. off the:north point of
Otaheite, from which point, Bougainville now took his de-
parture. He got sight of some land in the vicinity on the
same day, and shaped his course so as to avoid what Rogge-
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