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science and its cultivators in England, I cannot re-

frain from citing a passage (with the leave of both the

correspondents) from a letter dated February, 1845,
" addressed by Professor Liebig to Mr. Faraday: —

« What struck me most in England was the per-
ception that only those works that have a' practical
tendency awake attention, and command respect,
while the purely scientific, which possess far greater
merit, are almost unknown. And yet the latter are
the proper and true source from which the others
flow. Practice alone can never lead to the discovery
of a truth or a principle. In Germany, it is quite
the contrary. Here, in the eyes of scientific men,
‘no value, or at least but a trifling one, is placed on
the practical results. The enrichment of science is
alone considered worthy of attention. I do not
mean to say that this is better; for both nations
the golden medium would certainly be a real good
fortune.”

What I have said of the method and course of
instruction now pursued in our principal universities
will, I think, explain in no small degree the prévalence
of the utilitarian spirit, so correctly pointed out by
this distinguished foreigner, and the want of a due
appreciation of the higher and more difficult depart-
ments of philodophical research. From what source is

the public at large, whether belonging to the upper or




