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CLASS LEGISLATION FOR TRADES
AND MECHANICS.
Editor Tribune:

Sir,—As one who takes an interest in
the problems of. improving the working-
man’s condition, I ask for a little space
in your valuable paper, to put forward
& suggestion which all mechanies and
trades should strive to obtain, if they
wish to improve their condition against
capital, viz.: Class eorporation or legis-
lation for all trades and mechanies
What 1 mean by this is to put all trades
on the standing with the professions.
If the workingmen will look at the law-
yers, doctors, dentists ' and druggists,
they will see that they are close corpo-
rations, legislated for, and protected by
the Provincial Governments, under the
heading of edueation. They ecan regu-
lafe their own course and set their fees
dnd the Government protects them by
attaching a pemalty to those who prac-
tice without coming up to their styn
dard.

Where do you see a strike or hear of
a ‘““seab’’ among any of the above
classes?

Why should not the mechanics, which
produce all the wealth of a nation, have
the same opportunity and proteetion as
the above legislated corporations?

Trade unionism and the union label
Lkave done much to improve fhe me-
chanies’ condition, but they are yet far
short of what could be dome if each
trade was legislated for as a eorpora
tion and given the Government’s protee-
tion of a penalty for those who were not
properly qualified to work in such a
elass.. Just imagine earpenters ani
plumbers in a edrporation like the On-
tario legal or medical societies! This
should be the aim of every workingman,
to get the Government’s aid and pro-
tection to himself as a mechanic and his
trade as a profession,

I hope I have not trespassed on your
space. Yours, ete,

John Galbraith.
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SINGLE®' TAX PROGRESS IN GER-
MANY.

From the Passaie (N.J.) Daily Her-
ald of August 4. See The Public jof
Sept. 3, 1904, p. 346.

Considerable progress is being made
in Germany  toward the ideal of the
land tax. Land value taxation is
growing in favor throughout the em-
pire, and 140 communities have resort-
ed to taxing land aeccording to its
value for loeal purposes. ’

The German communities are better
off in this respect than American com-
munities. Whenever a German town
makes up its mind to raise its local reve-
sues by means of a tax on land values
it has mo conmstitution to amend or to
evade. It ean simply adopt that idea
and go ahead.

Breslan, a city of 250,000 population,
was among the very first to adopt the
plan, and the results have been salutary
m discouraging the yacant lot mdustry

rapid and thorough. Dantzig, after a
bittér fight, was won iy June by the land
value taxers; and other cities are ex-
pected to follow in due course as the
agitation continues.

Dortmund has been under the new sys-
tem for over six years. The Dortmund
House and Ground Owners’ Society;and
honse owners in general declare in fa-
vor'of the new system, and ‘say - they
would -not think of going back to the
oM. ““The ground value tax,’’ writes
a member. of the society mentioned,
““hits mostly the speculators in building
sites.”’ And this is what it is de
signed to do. This is its merit. It kills
speculation in land, and temds to free
opportunity for the employment of la-
bor and eapital in improvements.

The Prussian Minister of the Intérior
states in response to an inguiry, ' that
““no Prussian community has beemn re-
ported at this office as having gone back
to the former plan.’” This shows that
in at least 140 progressive German towns
the land value tax has brought such re-
sults as to satisfy the people concerned
of its superiority over the old system.—
Publie, - Chieago.
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TAX REFORM IN NEW YORK.

Active organization is proceeding in
the State of New York to secure a tax
exemption of real estate improvement
values to the amount of $3,000. The
Evening Telegram of New York City is
taking a postal eard vote on the ques-
tion, and building and loan associations
especially are being solicited to sapport
the measure. Leagues ior the Partial
Exemption from Taxation of Improve-
ments have been organized and a eon-
vention is to be held at an early day.
Edward Polak, Dr. Sampel W. Green
baum, Thomas A. Hand and Dr. J. L
Stern are among the leaders in the move-
ment.
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WHAT FREE LAND DID.

Mr. Peel took with kim from England
to Swan River, West Australia, means
of subsistence and of production to the
amount of $250,000. Mr. Peel had the
foresight to bring with him besides, 3,
000 persoms of the working class, men,
women and children. Once arrived at
his destimation, ‘‘Mr. Peel was left with-
out a servant to make his bed or feteh
him water from the river.’’ Unbappily
Mr. Peel, who provided for everything
except the export of English modes of
preduetion to Swan River!

But what peculiarity of English modes
of production was it that Mr. Peel had
not exported to Swan River? He had
exported $250,000 worth of capital, and
3,000 people of the English wage work-
ing class. Why, then, did he not use his
capital to exploit the labor of those
working people as he might have done
in England? ; 4

Kvery intelligent reader must antiei-
pate the answer. There is but ome and
it is conclusive, It was because those
wage workers were now in the midst of
free land. The one feature, the onmly
feature, of ‘‘English modes of
tion’’ which this Mr.
ported to Swan River,
nopoly.
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Bakers’ strike till om

IMPERIAL AND INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCES TO BE HELD.
“Ome of the great aims of the new

labor movement is the establishment of

a general bond of peace in Europe.”’

These words were used to one of the re-

‘presentatives of the Standard by Mr

J. Ramsay Maecdonald, secretary of the

Labor Representation Committee, when

explaining his proposal that a deputa

tion of ' leaNling labor representatives

should “be -enk round the world, with a

view to holding ‘Spnferences in the clief

British * ¢olonies — Canada, New Zea

land, Australia, South Africa, and ‘at

other cemnters, as occasion may warrant.

It was at the meeting of working men
at Amsterdam last year, which he at
tended in company with Mr. Shackleton,
M.P,, and at which hé met the prinecipal
Socialists and labor politicians of Eu-
rope and Ameriea (North and South),
that the idea of an Empire Labor policy
making for general European peace took
possession of Mr. Macdonald’s mind.
And, perhaps, nothing econduced miore
to that result than the striking incident
he witnessed when the Russian afd Jap-
anese representatives—Plekhanoff and
Katayama—shook hands and exchanged
fraternal greetings.

‘“That experience was certainly inspir
ing,”’ said Mr. Macdonald, ‘‘and it sug-
gested the extension of friendliness
amongst the laboring classes the world
over. Our Colpnial deputation will be a
sort of supplement *to our Amsterdam
deputation,” The suecess of the Labor
party in Germany, France and England,
I verily believe, is going to make Euro-
pean’ war impossible.’”’

The Danger 'ol War.

““This country may become embroiled
in war,”’ said Mr. Macdonald, ““not be-
canse we want it at home, but because
some Colonial interest has beem threat-
ened. Take, for instance, the Alaska
boundary diffienity. That might easily
bave produced a rupture betweem our-
selves and the United States. Or take
the case of the Marshall Islands dis
pute. The  treaty. rights of Australia
in those regions might easily bring us
al loggerheads with Germany. There
fore, before we can feel that our friend-
ship with Continental ecountries is go-
ing to be an effective guarantee for
peace, we must have a very strong hold
on the political opinions of the Colonial
working man, so that in the Colonies
there shall also be a peace sentiment.

““I look upon some such comference
as that which I have in my mind as the

day) and with Germany, which is about
to be consummated (despite the faet

. A second object which Mr. Maedonald
snd his friends confessedly have in view
in arranging for conferences with Colo-
nials is, if possible, ‘“to outwit the at-

the working elasses of the ecolony against
proposed changes in the fiscal policy of
Great Britain. As the outcome of the
correspondence, & conferemse had been
held in Australia;, and it had been de-
cided to await the resylt of s referen-
dum on the subjeet.

‘“The Australian Colonies take differ-
ent views of the fiscal problem,’’ con.
tinned Mr. Macdonald, ‘*but Wwe do net
propose to imterfere at all in their in-
ternal arrangements. Théy may be for
free trade, protection 6r anything they
like. The only thing we are e‘-x;oua
about is that they should not throw
their weight ints the seale in favor of
the movement which the labor party at
home are opposing, and to secure this
will_be the second great object of the
proposed eonferences. Besides, we have
a grest. deal to learn from the Colonied
on’labor matters and subjects commected
with the land. There is an idea in many
auarters that the labor men here do not
care a snap’ of the fingers about their
kith and kin across the seas, and it
seems to me that it would be valuable
for us to meet them, and show them the
fallacy of such a suggestion, and to talk
things over with them. The time is pe-
culiarly ripe for it. I have been in Can-
ada and South Afriea, and my experi-
ence has been of emormous value to me
in my relations with the Labor party
and the institutions of my country.

International Conference.

‘““We have an International Miners’
Conference, ' an International Textile
Workers’ Conference, an International
Metallurgists’ Conference, and an Tnter-
natiopal Conference of Transport Work-
ers. All these gatherings are broaden-
ing the views of our working men, and
tending to make the labor movement in-
ternational. The conferences now pro-
posed would tend to the same end.”’

Mr. Macdonald concluded by asserting
that from the point of view of the la
bor movement it was necessary for those
concerned in it to enter boldly the field
of modern politices. He holds that the
English Labor party is not a class, nor
a parochial, nor a trade movement. They
proposed to make themselves responsible
for all the politieal interests of the
nation. They were not going into the
House of Commons to look solely after
factory legislation, trade union bills, the
unemployed, and so on. They were go-
ing to take a full interest in and aceept
the responsibility for all the affairs of
the eounmtry, foreign and eolonial as well
as home.
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Its just the proper eaper to subseribe
to The Tribune in & body.

‘““Before the advent of Our Lord
manual labor was degrading. Our Blessed

| & Washipgton and & Lineoln, if the of-

fice of & jurist is enmobled by the ex-




