
One of the most important phase? of 
the report of the Commission On Tax­
ation is* that relating to assessment. 
On this point the report says:

(1.) Your Commissioners reoom.- 
mend that, in order to obtain a just 
assessment of land, the staff of as­
sessors should, as many witnesses 
suggested, be increased, and that the 
assessors thus appointed should be ex­
perts on various kinds of land to be 
met with in the province, e.g, :

(a) Timber land (see below).
(b.) Dry areas:
(c.) Non-irrigable lands:
(d) “Delta" lands.
Your Commissioners venture to 

point out that the cost of this increas­
ed machinery would tar more than re­
pay itself in the increased valuation 
both of lands held for use and occu­
pation and those held in increase in 
value, a large percentage of the latter 
and a smaller percentage of the for­
mer being, according to the testimony 

- of many witnesses as shown above, at 
present taxed too low.

(2) The Commissioners also recom­
mend, in accordance with the evidence 
given, that a gradual examination of 
land of certain sections of the Prov- 
vince be undertaken (maps being at 
the same time made of districts where 
none at present exist), and that the 
dost of such examination might legiti­
mately be regarded as a capital ex­
pense.

They beg leave to point out 
that in their judgment such an assess­
ment and such an examination might 
be found to justify as their ultimate 
result the lowering of thé present tax 
of 4 per cent on wild lands. They can 
not, however, advise a reduction in 
the present rate, until the assessment 
has been undertaken and the financial 
results proved.

It may be here observed that some 
witnesses suggested that the minimum 
value of all wild lands should in the 
future be the Government selling price 
but this proposal assumes that all 
lands purchased from the government 
have been acquired at the present 
(Increased) minimum price of $6 per 
acre, which is too high an estimate. 
Wth such qualifications is necessary 
to meet this difficulty your Commis­
sioners are disposed,to think that the 
suggested minimum would be fair, this 
minimum to be increased to such an 
extent in each case as circumstances 
warrant so as to bring the value up 
to the correct sale price.

Elsewhere the Commissioners rec- 
commend: *'

That the valuation of real property 
should be brought up as near as pos­
sible to actual value, due regard be­
ing paid in assessing such values to 
proximity to centres ,tof population, 
fertility of soil, irrigation, geograph­
ical features and kindred characteris­
tics.

We regard these recommendations 
as of great importance. It folows 
that if the tax on improvements is to
be abolished as recommended, there 
must be a reassessment, and when 
this is made it is really in the public 
interest that the assessed values should 
be actual. In some parts "of the Unit­
ed States the law provides that the 
assessed value of land for the 
of taxation shall be a certain fixed 
peV centage of its sale value; but we 
are una
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ble to see any advantage in this
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Saved Me
0 Much Money

ISiK W

"YOUR SALE IS TRULY A REMARKABLE ONE"—AND SHE KNEW, FOR SHÇ HAD 
LOOKED AROUND AND MADE COMPARISONS

She saved—so can you. This sale is for you, arid its sale prices will save you much 
money. Bring the home need list in. The savings will astonish you.
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AT SEYMOUR HARROWS

The announcement that the E. & N. 
Railway is to build wharves and ter­
minals at Duncan Bay is one of ex«- _ 
treme importance. The objective, a£ ap­
proved by the Railway Commission, is 
practically at Seymour Narrows, and 
the fact that the company is going to 
establish extensive wharfage accommo­
dation there is significant. The clear­
ing of the right,, of way from Nanoose 
in the direction of Union is now in 
progress. From Nanoose, the present 
furthest coastal point north where the 
railway is, to Duncan Bay 
mately one hundred miles. Presuming 
that railroad construction is carried on 
with the same rapidity as it has been 
during the last twelve months, there 
is every reason to suppose that well 
within two years the E. & N. will have 
its terminals established at, or in the 
immediate vicinity of, Seymour Nar­
rows. Duncan Bay is only four and a 
half miles from the entrance to the_ 

i. narrowest strait of water between the
Island and the mainland. |

, The news from Ottawa indicates a 
still more rapid pblîcfÿ'df éxpansîobJ by* 
the E. & N. Railway than was antici­
pated in the1 immediate future. It was
known that the company intended to

L- -•
,carry its line as far north as Hardy 
Bay, but the route had -not been pub­
licly defined, nor.hitherto has there been 
any definite announcement of the es­
tablishment* of terminal and wharfage 
facilities at Seymojur Narrows. By 
bringing its railway to a point, the 
nearest to the mainland on Vancouver 
Island, the project of the eventual 
bridging of the,Narrows and the mak­
ing of Victoria into a transcontinental 
terminus would seem to have grown ap­
preciably nearer.
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ASSESSMENT

Our Second Floor is Overflowing With Bargains■ A
j

Since Monday morning there has been one continual rush, on our second floor,, for these beautiful 
nants at ridiculously low prices. It’s a genuine house-cleaning we are having, and hundreds of satisfied 
customers have been bringing their friends every day. You want to come. You are welcome. Remnants 
of Chintz and Denim P^nts, Cretonnes, Madras and All-Over Curtain Nets. Great bargains in Lace Cur­
tains, of which there are only one pair each. All are of the best selling lines of the season. Odd Table Cov­
ers, Doylies, Pillow Cases, and others too numerous tomention.

rem-

Some Bargains for the Dinner Table
You Want to 

JBe first
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' Come to Otir f-Cftifla’ De­ ll1

5!
partaient-Now—-ist Floor

92 Piece China Dinner Set, Reduced from $20 to $14.50
This is a broken China Set and will be snapped up" at once at this ridiculously low price. It is of plain 

White China and a neatly printed design of gold. It’s a lovely set and will look splendid on your table. 
You’ll never get an offer like this again for many a long day. Come in and see it. If you are in need of a 
Dinner Set, and you really want this one, you better come now., ONLY $14.50.

Here are the articles included: 12 Plates yin., 1 Plate 6in., 11 Qdupe Soups, 12 Plates 8in., 10.Teacups, 12 
Tea Saucers, 2 Platters, 1 Vegetable Dish, 1 Vegetablè Dish, bottom only, 1 Baker, 1 Sauce Boat, 1 Sugar 
Boat, 1 Cream Jug, 10 Butter Pads, 11 Fruit Saucers, 1 .Covered Butter Dish.

Handsome Dinner Set for Six Persons, Reduced to $35.00
QAINT ODD WEDGWOOD PATTERN

This is one of the original old patterns from this famous house. This beautiful set will surely appeal 
to those who are of artistic taste. It’s splendid, and simply the greatest bargain at $35.00 ever given. It is 
the last set of this quaint pattern.' See this set displayed on a table on our first floor. Every piece shown.

Our 52 Piece Ophelia Pattern Dinner Set. Special Price $5.75
This is a useful little set for those about to wed, newly-weds, in fact for any two or three persons. The 

design is very neat in peacock green. You’ll look at this one, won’t you? Come today.
The set consists of 6 Tea Plates, 6 Dinner Plates, 6 Soup Plates, 6 Fruit Saucers, 6 Butter Pads, i Platter 

ioin., i Platter 14m., 1 Baker, 2 Covered Dishes, 1 Sauce Boat, 6 Teacups and Saucers, 1 Jug, 1 Sugar Bowl.
Ai,r

You will be interested in the Three Room Outfit in Our 
Broughton Street Window. You can furnish your Home 
from this Big Store for Less Money than anywhere else. 
Our Goods are well made and the quality is the highest.

SEE THIS THREE ROOM OUTFIT TODAYi

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

B:-Victoria's 
Popular Home 

Furnishers

Most Value 

For
» tin»* Least Money

i

’
It appears to be sounder economics to who do things apd it. Is to accomplish 
Increase the valuation to Its true fig- a number of these that he has come to 
ure and lower "the rate than to reduce British Columbia." , 
the valuation and Increase the rate.
Moreover it Is much fairer that actual 
value and the assessed value shall be 
the same. For example:

Let us suppose that there are two 
tracts of land of equal value In a dis­
trict, but that the assessor for some 
reason sees fit to assess one higher 
than - the other, although both of the

A strange story comes from Berlin to 
the effect that the great Krupp, the Iron­
master. la not dead, but la living In re­
tirement on a remote Island In the sea.

There Is a great shortage of pota­
toes in the eastern provinces, and they 
are none too plentiful out here. It la a 
good time to get ready to plant early 

valuations are less than the sale value, potatoes. They will be worth more than 
The owner, who Is assessed in the oranges when they come along, 
larger amount, cannot get relief by --------------- :-----------

The federal government has very 
wisely refused to Interfere with the Al­
berta legislation regarding the water­
ways railway loan. This Is jn line with 
what we have urged—that purely local

way of appeal, for he cannot see that 
his land Is valued too high and yet he 
pays more than his due share of taxes 
as compared with the owner of the 
other tract.

In our judgment the effect'of such Illation should not be disallowed.
an assessment as the Commissioners What with the fierceness of popular 
propose would make It clear to the paBslon belng aroused ln the Unlted
government that t"he tax rate can be Klngdomi the trouble in China, 
greatly lowered without any loss of

the dis­
turbances ln Persia, the war in Tripoli 
and the strained relations betweenrevenue. We think that the rate of 

taxation should be adjusted ffom time 
to time as the exigencies of titer .

France and Itajy, the year 1912 is open- 
(Spfier a threatening pro-ing with

country require and* We can Imagine grafnme 
few things that -would give the pro-

The Ottawa Citizen agitates for thevittce a better standing in the eyes of 
the world than for the Finance Mini-- ""single transferable vote’ system. It 
ster to be able to announce that in points put that under our present sys- 
consequence of the appreciation in the 
value of land In British Columbia, 
he was able to propose a decrease on

tem one vote may elect a member, and 
a very few votes may alter the politi­
cal complexion of a parliament. This 
Is ln line with what the Colonist hasthe tax rate.

To suggest that a reassessment is • explained on previous occasions, and is
a system of voting greatly favored by 
Earl Grey.

necessary is not to reflect ln the 
slightest degree upon previous assess­
ments, which have undoubtedly been 
made with as great care and due re­
gard to- equity as was possible by a 
staff limited in numbers, and composed 
of men who in some cases had other 
duties to perform. The province has

The decision of the government to 
call in the $4 notes and issue 96 notes 
in their place is a good one. It has led 
to the suggestion that new and smaller 
cents ought to be coined. Out here we 
have only a platonic interest In theX

outgrown existing arrangements in 
this as in other matters.

cent., but we kno\^ enough about it to 
Almost believe that its value is not commensur- 

every public utility is at present un- ate wlth its welght- 
able to keep pace with the demands 
upon it, and It is not at all unreason-

On the other hand 
the silver 5-cent piece is too little. The
chief objection to our gold coinage is 

able to expect that departmental ma- ’that It la too Bcarc(ii 
chinery, which was fully equivalent _______ ■ " : ■_____

A question that ought to be speed- 
proye inadequate il>* settled, for good and all is whether 

or not officials are to be subject to die-

to the requirements . of a few 
years ago, should
now.

missal for taking an active part In a 
* political campaign. It Is no justification 
for the dlsmissal'of â Liberal by a Con­
servative government "to say that a Con­
servative was dismissed -by a Liberal

THE LABO» ooammog

The labor delegates now in session 
here have pan y Important hiatters for 
their consideration and It Is to be hoped
that the outcome of their deliberations kovcrmhent. Thebe should be a fi?ed
will" be productive of good. There are rule applicable • alike to all cases. We 
hardships end Injustices in the present do, not think civil servants ought to be 
conditions of life everywhere, but we 
believe that nowhere are these felt to sanship might lead to Inefficient’service, 
a lesser eitent than ln Britsh ColumblfL- we would support tfie position (tot

active participation ln an election cato,- 
palgn should render an official subject 
to dismissal.

disfranchised; but as we believe partl-

It would be too much to say that the
lot of the workingman in this province 
Is an ideal one. It is that -nowhere. 
There is one comfort, however, end No doubt Mr. Speaker Sproule is hav- 
that Is that the trend of events is in • hard ttme wlth the ^ench Un„
the direction of reform In the mzrter guage u alwayg was dlmoult to 
of any shortcomings which exist. If we 
were asked to give the labor men some 
counsel during their present session It 
would be that whatever they ere seek­
ing in the nature of redress can be best 
obtained by the co-operation of all

“teach an did ddg" new tricks.” But we 
we'would not mind venturing a small 
wager that It Is the. English-speaking 
members of the House who are amused 
with the Doctor’s French. A French­
man never smiles at the way an Eng­
lishman pronourices the language of 
France. You" may distort it so that it : 
cannot be distinguished from Volapuk, 
but your French friend will always as­
sure you that your accent Is admirable 
and will take upon himself all the blame 
for not knowing what you are talking 
about

classes, all creeds and all parties, i 
Mr- McBride’s advice to them 
along this line.

was
He deprecated 

extreme measures and suggested 
every question should be 

approached In a fair minded spirit. This 
is sound advice. The labor union move­
ment Is a great and growing one. It 

-has become a strength ln .the land and

that

The Toronto Globe says: "A Catholic 
priest may lawfully marry a Catholic 
to a Protestant in Quebec. The Church 
of Rome holds that It Is not lawful for 
a Protestant ’ minister 
Catholics, and that a marriage of a Pro­
testant to a* Catholic by a Protestant 
minister Is no marriage at all In the 
Sight of God and the church. That sort

Is making Its voice heard In the coun­
sels of the nation. It has earned the 
respect of both political parties and we 
believe Is largely consulted In practi­
cally every matter which vitally 
ceras Its interests. This is as it should 
be, for labor solidified for the purpose 
of accomplishing the greatest good of 
the greatest number Is a movement 
which must command the respect of all.

to marry twocon-

of marriage law is Impossible in this 
country. If thezlegislature of Quebec ' 
can provide no remedy a uniform mar­
riage law for all Canada must beBAH* AMALGAMATION

enact-
,___ „ . Cd, making legal marriage a purely civil

Whether It is for good or ill the policy ceremony to be supplemented by such 
of bank amalgamation has taken a firm religious ceremonies as the parties -may

desire, or by none If they are so mind­
ed." It will be unbearable to have 
condition of things that may render 
marriage, that is legal in one part of 
Canada, Illegal ln another

root In Canada, and some of our finan- 
1 clal Institutions are looking outside of 
the Dominion for the means of increas­
ing their strength and Influence. The 
most receht amalgamation to be pro-. People simply will -not submit to It, and

the sooner all and sundry take notice 
of this the better.

part. The

posed is that of the Colonial Bank of 
London with the Royal Bank of Canada. 
The Colonial Bank was organized in 
1838 by royal charter and has many 
branches in the West Indies and British

Vaine of clear Speaking
Canadians should pay more attention 

to their speech and their. , manner of
Guiana. It has a paid-up capital of 12 - speaki"B- We are equipped by nature 

„ to speak well. According to Dr. VdeL
916,00» and reserves amounting to $729.- no aucb voicea can be °ound ,n
000, with deposits of 811,480,792. The world as he Is able to get. together ln
Royal has a paid-up capital of 86,200,000, Toronto. What we need Is training and
a reserve of 87,000,000 and deposits In a proper appreclation of the value of

good, clear speaking.—Toronto World.excess of 864,000,000. The amalgama­
tion will, therefore, give the Royal a 
capital of upwards of 89,000,000, a .fig­
ure that a few years ago would have 
seemed beyond the reach of any but one 
or two of our banks. It Is Interesting, 

, to learn that the Royal’s net profits the 
last yea»- amounted to 181-2 per cent, on 
Its capital, which Is an Increase over all 
previous years.

Parcel Smashing
A complaint widespread In its char­

acter has just been ventilated ln Eng­
land- it refers to the manner ln
which parcels are crushed and damaged 
while ln transit through the post. Sev­
eral large firms Inveighed bitterly 
against the grievance, caused largely, 
as they claimed, by the use of tags In­
stead of * hampers. That the evil is a 
live ohe can be attested to by many 
who lîave suffered therefrom, but ln all 

Mr. Andrew Cgrnegle has been paid fairness It must be admitted that the 
822.70 for testifying before the steel 
trust Investigating committee, 
true It le that "them as has gits."

fault frequently lies Tvlth the sender, In 
the flimsy and Insecure . 
packing. In the case In point, a post 
office official affirms that a. complete 
remedy Is only attainable through a 
sacrifice of time and expense, which 

to conceal their thoughts than Sir Will- would likely provoke (further hostile
lam Mackenzie. The Interview which critioi«m. Err on the safe side ln put-
we publish today is a characteristic one. T ^ f#W_ril11 ceptlons, the trouble will be reduced to
bir ARllliams is one of the silent men a minimum.—Hamilton Spectator.

manner ofHow

There are very few people better able
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During the! 
pleasanter wajl 
than by watcl 
Henry Thurfetd 
the New York! 
games often lal 
played them I 
Their novelty I 
whenever one d 
monplace and I 

Of dancing,! 
tires, although I 
a draughty atnl 
cannot keep onl 
comfortable, y 
fui open firepl 
fire, are desert! 
heat, that is thl 
and watch sod 
the only exercil 
magician.

Let us supl 
charades and 1 
down the list hi 
pose also that 1 
of but dancing! 
do your part in | 

A Good j 
A trick whu 

with is to askj 
water. See th| 
especially arou] 
from the pitch] 
the glass is ful 
happen to hav] 
pennies from tH 
ter impression,] 
are not your o] 
you say, “I vq 
feat. The glass] 
is absolutely aq 
It could not hoi 
your kind co-q 
drop these twq 
overflowing gla 

“Now, ladie 
tinue, “I must] 
breath and hold! 
pennies. After] 
long breaths, aq 
nies will all be] 
only have thesd 
the trick seem] 
first long bread 
giggle and stojj 
should look re] 
shake your {led 
you were afraid 

E)rop the pi 
gently jpto the! 
as a penny touti 
very careful thaj 
become wet. *1 
the cohesive ai 
greater than ti 
makes a very p 
to perform, if i] 

Making] 
Another trid 

make a tumble 
quired to do the 
have been usira 
Place them upq 
ing care to sit 
sure that the J 
you. Cover the 
press the papei 
that it will gj 
the shape of thj 
this you must k| 
tell how wonde 
learned it when I 
Hindu adept ,ai| 
him for a week 
for he would ei 
talking) you di 
the table and di 
quickly return! 
about twelve ini 
ness of the nei 
the shape of the 

You now am 
tumbler pass th 
paper form wit 
heavy blow wit 
same time you 
lap to the floor, 
had actually kn 
golid table.

y

M;
Another trid 

mystifying, is d 
brought with ya 
fit around a De 
enough to insert 
downward. Yol 
when you take j 
tween the thuml 
right hand. Upi 
is naturally and 
hat. Then, by a 
raising the knuu 
can be lifted. 1 
your hand upori 
any visible supp 
to your hand, 
to the uninitiate 

Another hat 
perform is to ta 
them on the tabl 
select one and 1 
his hand. Aftei 
ing sure that h< 
person, at your 
holds the coin aj 
counts ten. Yo 
have the coin ti 
person’s person; 
throw all of th<|
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