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Assets in Cash Almost Suff
ent to Wipe out Entire i

< ed Debt- of British 'Co.-_f

umbia

STRIKING FIGURES OF
PROVINCE’S GROWTH

Hon, Price Ellison Places Value
of Representative Industrial
Products Durling Year at
over $100,000,000

P

The Budget presented by Finance
\Iumpr Ellison to the Legislature
Mo y proved certainly a most

ing valentine for Miss British'
nbia. The Minister announced
the liquid assets of the Province

id be sufficient within the year

pe out the entire funded debt of

r 1 Columbia, which at the close
f the last fiscal year stood at $8,-
716,500.00, having decreased $238,867.-

from the last previous year. At the
came time, as provision is being made
by sinking fund for the redemption

e Debt in due course, the Minis-

does not consider it good finan-

policy to .buy back outstanding
debentures, as an attémpt on the open
money market would sénd these se-
uritled above par and the Province
would be the loser by the transaction.
Even at present,: British:- Columbia in-
scribed stock stands higher on the
London Market than any other col-
onial securities.

The surplus for the fiscal year end-
ing March, 1910, the Minister in his
maiden deliverance placed at $2,500,-

00. The surplug ‘for the current
"M\emonth cannot be estimated, but
t inister expects that it will be
Juite ‘as large as last yearfs,
Government having at the present
time upon deposit in the various
hartered banks and bearing interest
no less than $7,500,000.00.

Hon. Mr. Ellison places the value
of the productions of the representa-
tive industries of the Province dur-
ing the past year at $100,742,000.00,
divided roughly as follows: Manufac-
tures, $35.000.000.00: Mining, $26,183,-
506.00; Timber, $17,160,000.00; Agricul-
ture, $14,399,000.00; Fisheries, $8,000,-

the

#000.00; the cut of timber in the Pro-

vince for the past year is estimated
at one billion and forty million feet,
an increase in value of production on
the previous twelvemonth of $5,160,-
000.00. The shingle output is estim-
ated at 866,275,000 of a value of $1.-
627,624.00, being 25 per cent. of the
total output of Canada.

The mineral output shows an in-
crease of $1,740,000.00 over the pre-
ceding year, the largest growth being
in coal, of which commodity and ad-
ditional 2,770,000 tons was mined
during the year. There has been a
slight falling off in lead, copper, zinc
and coke, in part attributable to the
fire at the Granby smelter.

In Agriculture there has been an
increase in products value of nearly
§6,000,000.00, the home production be-
ing now only very slightly behind the
imports total in value. The total con-
sumption of these products was rather

ver $28,000,000.00, the Province pro-
lucing roughly $14,000,000.00, and the

rtations total being but fraction-
higher. Based on the increase in
umption of these products, the
Minister estimates that from 75,000
ty 100,000 people have been added to
the population of British Columbia
during the year. The Province has
increased its grant for immigration
ses from $35,000 to $50,000, but
Finance Minister notes with re-
that the Dominion government

s not seen fit to do more for immi-
gration to this Pacific Prevince. He

s that the total industrial pro-
ts of the year represent $14,000,-
0 greater value than did those of
preceding year; while the bank
ings are $536,5565,892.00, an in-
in the twelvemonth of $175,-

0.
Taxation Commission

resting special announcements
ned in the Budget deliverance
led mention of the fact that it is
ntention of the Minister to recom-
the appointment of a Commis-
to go thoroughly into the entire
tion of the incidence of iaxatilim
Pritish Columbia, with a view to
general readjustment and lowering
he scale. It was also hinted that
tion may be introduced next
sion, whereby the timbering indus-
may be specially assessed in due

‘portion toward the expenditure in-

tred in patrolling: and watching the

"¢st to prevent loss therein by fire.

number of Water Boards will short-

be appointed, to expedite the im-
bortant work now obtaining the con-
Slderation of Chief Commissioner W.

- Drewry and his associate commis-
floners; and during the coming sum-
Mmer the Government proposes to send
In two experts to the country between
Prince Rupert and Hazelton to study
8 brecipitation and climatic condi-

with a view to determination
Which varieties of trees, cereals, and
‘Tops generally may most profitably
ind most ‘successfully be cultivated in
this territory.

tions,

The Budget Speech took precedence

f all other business on the Order

Paper, Hon. Mr. Ellison rising amid

idplause at 2.45. " He safd: 2
The Budget Speech

Mr. Speaker:

he buclget for 1911-12, I am’ in much |

In rising to  present i

mmentmmremmdtrm”'

 country after a bl‘ victom and kL

considerable length the history of the
McBride administration and its finan-
cial policy. Through the efforts of the
government, the finances of the pro-.
vince had been placed on a Very sound
and highly latlstactory .basis. The
country also had reached a high state

spent some time in dwelling upon the

g in warm colors the lmmnd!ata fu- |
‘ture of the province. -White the pro-
gtess of affairs in that ‘dlroctton hu'
not abated in 3
time, and has, in’fact, been t!‘euter
than was anticipated last year—as the
result to a considerable degree of “the_
railway policy of the government—
there has not been such a change in’
the situation as to justify my going
over similar grounds. "I shall, there-
fore, confine myself to the subject of
the budget proper and to the consid-
eration of the industries and produc-
tion of the province for the year just
past, and, possibly, make some com-
ments on the outlook for the year upon
which we have entered. I desire to be
as brief as possible,

- The Estimates

“First, taking up the estimates of
1909-10 and comparing them with the
public accounts for the same year

weeks ago, we find that the estimated
receipts fell short of the actual re-
ceipts by nearly $3,000,000, or to be ac-
curate $2,926,115, this despite the fact
that twelve months ago the finance
minister did not anticipate any surplus
at all, owing fo the special demands
that had been made on the treasury by
works and services of urgent necessity,
and which were authorzed by speocial
warrant and provided for in the sup-
plementary estimates of last year.
This extraordinary difference between
‘actual and estimated receipts does not
indicate that the estimates were not
carefully prepared, but rather that the
remarkable increase in the business of
the province, and of the various de-
partments, could not be anticipated.
The principal items which aecount for
the unexpected increase were: Land
sales and land revenue, in which the
estimates was exceeded by nearly $2,-
000,000; succession duties, showing lan
excess of $73,495; registry fees, $233,-
826; revenue tax, $60,682; real prop-
erty tax, $60,774; land taxes, including
wild, coal and timber lands, $50,905;
income tax, $60,984; royalty on coal,
$82,720; the government printing of-

$156,200; interest,
licenses, $21,340; and miscellaneous,
$23,683. All of these items with the
exception of succession duties and the
revenue from Chinese immigration,
which are more or less accidental
sources, are the direct result of in-
creased activities and the expansion of
business. While the increase from the
sale of land was so marked, the re-
venues derivable from timber in the
form of leases, licenses and royalties
were actually about $5,000 less than the
estimated receipts, and there is but a
small difference between the estimated
and actual receipts in the revenue de-
rived from mining. As an instance of
the great activity in real estate trans-
actions, there was $408,206 derived from
registry fees, which is $233,826 in ex-
cess of the estimated revenue from that
source. The increase of business is
also shown in the sale of law stamps;
the returns from the printing office,
from cannery licenses, and in other
ways. That the estimates of 1909-10
were carefully prepared is best shown
by the fact that the.few items which
show a decrease in the actual receipts,
as compared with the estimates, do not
aggregate $25,000 in amount.

Bank Interest Increase

$37,493; cannery

““The interest on cash deposits in the
bank is becoming a wery important
item of revenue. In the year 1903-4,
the receipts from that source amounted
to $7,886, and in 1909-10 were $157,493,
the latter figure being nearly double
the income of the year previous. Dur-
ing the present fiscal year, the item of
interest will be increased in proportion.

“In regard to the expenditure,-as
shown in the public accounts, it ex-
ceeded the estimates by $1,034,196,
which was provided for in the supple-
mentary estimates. In civil government
there was an excess of $22,261, which
is mainly accounted for in requirements
for temporary assistance. Legislation
exceeded the estimates by $48,767, to be
accounted for by the holding of the
elections in the fall of 1909. The ex-
cess of $28,754 in the appropriation for
public institutions was required for
extra expenditure in the printing of-
fice and Insane Asylum. While the
salaries for administration of justice
were kept below the appropriation, the
‘administration of justice other than
salaries,” shows an excess of $41,337.
As the expenses in connection with this
vote are always susceptible to fluctu-
ation, it is not possible to provide for
it definitely in advance. The items of
transport are subject to similar ex-
igencies.  The appropriation of revenue
services was exceeded by $57,269, as
over $87,000 was paid for commission
alone, this excess is the best evidence
we can have of the expansion of busi-
ness. :
Extra Requirements

“Under the Md of public works,
there was an excess of $5682,728. ‘This
large amount was dua tu repairs to the
‘public ‘buﬂm Vlctorla, and.

.of prosperity, and the Hon. Mr, Bowser |,

conditions that existed, &nd in paint- |

which were laid beforve the House a few .

fice, $29,174; Chinese Restriction Act,

items are to- -be accounted
tor in the same way. As'ain-t the un-
provided items and the excess of ex-
‘penditure authorized in the sapple-
mentary estimates, we have the lapsed
balances, which amount to $355,781. '1
- Striking Contrast
‘When the present government came
into power in 1903, the estimates fram-
ed by a comnnttee of the house showed
an estimated revenue.of $2,193, 476 and
an’ Qltlm&te(! expendmxro of $2,491,566.
This years estimates show an estimat-
ed, revenue of 38,192,101, and an esti-
ated ex nditure of 011,030,790 I
-must. hamty say I never anticipated
a time during my occupancy of a seat
in the legislature when the receipts and
expenditure would reach the present
figures, .

“lI trust that no one will become
alarmed at the prospect of a deficit’
of $3,000,000. I do not think it win
actually be so great as  that. It is
possible that we may even have a
surplus, but In any event the Govern- |
ment has decided that it - is good
policy - to meet the requirements of
the country in the way of public im-
provements squarely, even at the ex-~
pense of ofr surplus, There is an
immense amount of money required
to open up an immense extent  of)
territory and the'sooner it is under-:
taken the sooner we shall reap the
fruits of the development to follow.
There are two transcontinental - rail-
ways building through to our coast
and ‘the whole of the vast interior is
becoming alive with population - and
its activities, There is a big task
ahead of the Government in provid-
ing for the new requirements and it
must be undertaken,

Land Sales Receipts

“We have put down the amount re-
ceived from land sales at $2,000,000,
increase of over $500,000 compared
with the estimates of 1901-11. This
is based on the record of the past two
years, but, of course, it is not at all
a certain gquantity. If the theories of
the Opposition be correct, we shall
have little or nothing from that
source. My oOwn opinion is that if
we can sell land at from $2.60 up to
$6.00 per acre, and then get back 4
per cent on that, or a higher valua-
tion, as the case may be, the Govern-
ment is doing a very good business.
If the land becomes valuable and the
assessment  goes . up In consequence
the man who buys is bound to . sell
that land or improve it, or allow it to
revert to the Government, I estimate
that in another year from this we
shall be getting half a million dollars
Irom .Inis source alone and within
five years, $1,000,000 per annum. This
large sum will be available for pur-
poses of development and will be
spent for the general benefit. If the
owner of wild land will make a cal-
culation of what he will have to pay
in ten years by compounding interest
at 4 per cent he will realize ho?v nec-
essary it is to have that land pro-
ducing as soon as possible. The item
of land sales. of course, includes the
sale of townsites and we are likely
to reap very large sums in the future
eacn Yyear Irom this source. Land
revenues, which include pre-emption
and water records fees, we have in-
creased by $50,000. This ig likely to
be considerably exceeded.

Timber Leases

“Timber leases is more or less a
nxed quantity. Under the head of
timber licenses there is a decrease
of $100,000. As limits are surveyed
the licensed areas are being reduced.
Some licensed limits are found to
overlap and other sections are being
cut out as useless. The Government
were severely criticised for the extent
of timber land alienated under timber
licenses, but as a matter, of fact, it
has been very profitable to the
country. As yet only a small area
of the 10,000,000 acres licensed has
been surveyed and it will be consider-
able time before it can be all survey-
ed. In the meantime the Province
has been getting revenue from a
certain percentage of what will ul-
timately prove to be of no value at
all and would never have brought a
dollar to the treasury had it not
been for the flurry in the timber
business which caused its taking up.
There has been $25,000 added to the
timber royalties. This source of re-
venue depends entirely upon the cut,
and must go up and down according
to the prosperity of the timber busi-
ness. Last yvear was a big year and
this is likely fo be equally good. if
not better.

The Timber Industry :

“As the mining industry has lost
many of its speculative features I do
not anticipate a large increase from
ordinary mining receipts and have
not provided for it. However, the dis-
covery of new camps oOr rich ore
bodies might at any time greatly
sumulate the Treceipts from this
source,

Although T haye estimated $100,000
for succession fees. as against $50,-
000 for the previous year, there is no
basis of calculation for this, and
none of us I préesume are anxious for
windfalls from that direction.

The increase of business in the land
regisiry .Omces Justities my placing
the receipts at $350,000 instead = of
$250,000, and I have no doubt that
they will exceed even that amount. .

“The ‘revenue tax:depends upon
the population and the latter is in-
creasing at the rate of from 50,000
to 100,000 a year. We havé allowed
$25,000 additional. under that - head.

~mmonmelhavoum_

Krom real and ‘personal - - property 4
in-

nt and the !ower—

“At the mese’nt rate of growm the
Printing Office, ‘which reflects in the
size of the Gazétte of business act-
ivities, will give us $20,000 more and
the canneries $5,000. There is g fall-
ing off on bridge tolls, owing to the
New Westminster brdse ,mmng
been made free to vehicular tpaﬂlc.

it Head Tax Revenue -

The Chinese restriction tax, judg-
ing from .the accessions of Chinamen |w:
auring the past several ym hag

‘béen hazarded at $300,000,an k:craue

‘in the estimate of $100,000. ;
“There is an item which I am sure
we all regard. with a great deal of
satisfaction, and that is bank interest,
to the extent-of $200,000, an increase
of $60,000 over last year's estimates.
‘'nis represents interest on 36 666.-
666 on deposit in the banks . doing
business in the province. This mat-
ter I shall refer to presently again.
“In estimating the above Treceipts
for the coming fiscal year, the Govern-
ment has been very conservative, and
I feel quite safe in saying that the
actual receipts will very considerably
exceed $8,000,000; but the Government
‘must not base its estimates on actual
expecta'tion.s foundeﬂ on the current|
revenues even for two or three years
back. Any serious unexpected blow
to one or two of dSur industries would
greatly affect 6ur revenue ‘for the
time being, and we have no guarantee,
for instance, that we shall get a dol-

{lar from succession duties or Chin-

ese restriction tax, or even from land
dales.. I say this because some of our
friends think we are too congervative
about the revenue. The Government,
however, has proceeded upon the
principle that it is better to be agree-
ably surprised than to be disagree-
ably disappointed, and, therefore has
not exceeded in any instance what
under tolerably favorable conditions
is reasonably certain. ) X

Expenditure in Prospect

“Coming to expenditures, we. have
to present a total estimate which seven
or eight years ago would have taken
the people’s breath away, and- been
regarded as the act of madmen. Yet
we are comfortably able, and at the
Ssame time keeping a substantial
cash balance in the bank, to Gonsid-
erably exceed In one single item,
twice the whole of our revenue at that
time. The total of the expenditure on
account of sinking fund has increased
$5,000.  This is owing to the fact
that the dividends arising from moneys
already invested have increaséd by
that amount and have to be invested
and this amount appears as revenue
under interest on investment of sink-
ing funds,

“l may say just here, before pro-
ceeding with the consideration of the
estimated expenditures, that there has
been some change in the manner of
preparing these estimates, which to
my mind simplifies them a good deal.
For instance, all the salaries of grad-
ed officials have been ‘lumped and
placed under one head. Formerly they
were placed under the expenditures
of the different departmentd to which
they belonged. The changes will be
noted as I proceed. By sorting out

aries 'of last year which have been
since graded by the civil service com-
mission, we find the total to have been
$860,000. This year the total is $913,-
928. The increase is due to.several
causes. In the first place, it is a
natural increase, the business of the
various departments having expanded
along with the general business of
the country. This has necessitated a
number of new. clerks, and the cre-
ation of some new offices. Under the
latter head, we are providing for a
chief engineer of the new department
of Railways at $3,600:a year; a dep-
uty Minister of Public Works at $2.-
400; a sanitary inspector at $2,100; an
inspector of trust companies,at $2,100;
a chief instructor in poultry-raising;
a registrar of joint stock companies
apart from the position of registrar-
general of titles at Victoria; a sup-
erintendent of insurance; an official
guardian of the homeless and orphans,
etc., and several new officials in the
department of agriculture, the work of
which is ‘expanding rapidly. There
was also a certaih increase of sal-
aries under the greding of the civil
service commission, which how places
the whole body of civil servants, upon
a new and very satisfactory basis.
“Administration of Justice (salaries)
is this year $31,220 instead of $161,136
last year, accounted for by a number
of graded officials being transferred
to ‘civil government salaries.’ There
are still a number of officials in
what is usually called the outside
list, consisting of jailors, guards, etc.
The vote for Legislation has been’in-
creased about $5,500. The Speakers
salary has been raised to $1,800, the
contingent fund to $5,000, and the
registration of voters to $2,850 from
$1,500. It has been decided to make
a small allowance to the collectors of
votes in order to stimulate their ac-
tivities. . The : vote for public insti-
tutions 1s less by over $60,000 by
reason of salaries being taken out.
The yote for :hospitals .and charities
has been raised from $333,100 to $407,-
350. This has been necessitated by
the greater ~demand. for ‘assfstance
evcrywhm The grants to hospitals,
last year- $200,000, has been increased

of -~ which are

and adding together the various sal-

* capita grant has
$600,000; the salarfes| ™
not . _graded,
from $146,000 to $168,000. A proyisiom
has been made for school

l!brsr; The item of transport hae
been increased from $47,000 to $63,000.
This provides mainly  for - travelling
expensés, and this year takes into ac-
count ﬂle expenses of the Province
being represented at the  coronation
ceremonies. ;
Public Works

“The most important branch of the
expenditure is that of Public Works,
I{Efch ‘is being raised this yesr to
$5.507,990 from $4,266,805. This large
um, by far thé largest in the history

of the Province, will give some idea
of the demands upon the government
created in a large measure by the
opening up of the newer portions of
British Columbia. It is only within
the last few years that there hasg
been sufficient money to deal at all
generously with néeded improvements
and to undertake works on a large
scale im an adequate way. and the
Goveérnment in dealing with them as
at present 18 confident that these
works of development and improve-
ment will be productive in .revenue
dater on, and will repay the Province
for their undertaking. Under the
head of Works and Buildings, the
vcte for which has been raised from
$992,100 ‘to $1,633,220, we have made
provision for two court houses, one
at Revelstoke and the other at Ver-
non, each costing $75,000; for the

at Vancouver at.a cost of $125,000 and
the building of & new wing, $100,000,
the remarkable growth of Vancouver
rendering the acetmmodation prav.ded
already (oo small; $30,000 for n new
courthouse at Grand Forks; $300,000
to. complete the insane asylum at
Coquitlam; $15,000 for the laying out
of the grounds; $40,000 for farmhouses:
and $150,000. for the new addition to
the Parliament’ buildings, The vote
for public school building8 has been
increased from $265,000  to = $350,000,
and for jails from $18,000 to $50,000.
There is a vote of $25,000 for clearing
University site and $50,000 for pris-
on farms and buildings. The ‘object
of the Government in appropriating
this amount is to provide for the more
modern methods of prison work where-
by the prisoners are greatly benefit-
ted, both morally and physically, by
empléyment in the open air under less
degrading conditions. The usual ap-
propriations for roads, streets, bridges,
wharves, etc, have ‘been classified as
roads ,streets and wharves, for which
there is a vote of $2,842,000; bridges
$860,390;
tions to steamers $8,750;
vote totalling $3,749,770, as against
$2,839,706 last year. There is one
general explanation for all this, namely,
general expansion of the Province and
the opening up of new districts. Of
the vote for bridges, $250,000 is a re-
vote to the bridge over the Second
Narrows, Burrard Inlet, conditional
upon a subsidy being obtained from
the Dominion Government; $600,000
inereased from $349,500 is for bridges
throughout- the province, Four new
ferries are being established—at Fort
George, Mission, Nechaco, and Pitt
River.

On account of the vote for surveys
and improvements of lands being ad-
ministered by "the Land Department,
it has been struck off the list of
“public works” and has been trans-
ferred to ‘“miscellaneous.” The vote
for contingencies has been increased
from $100,000 to $125,000. This has
been found necessary as the result of
past experience. New requirements
are developing so rapidly that it is
quite essential that therje should be
authority to spend money without
waiting for the Legislature to meet.

Miscellaneous

“Under the head of miscellaneous,
which has been increased from $650,-
000 to $2,184,862, the item $400,000 for
surveys, is quite the most important.
$10,000 is being set aside for the ex-
Ploration and development of Strath-
cona Park; $750,000 for the purchase
of the rights of the Songhees in taeir
present reserve and their rehabilita-
tion on a new reserve; and $112,753
as a grant to the G. T. P., being the
proportional ‘cost to the Government
of clearing and surveying the town-
site of Prince Rupert. The pro-
vision for forest protection has been
increased to  $150,000 from $75,000.
This is owing in.part to the Govern-
ment’s policy of increased attention to
forest conservation, and in part also
to the loss of timber last summer
occasioned by forest fires. True,
British Columbia did not suffer in
anything like the. same degree as the
adjoining states of the Union, but
heavily nevertheless, and it is of the
utmost importance that every pre-
caution be taken to guard our forests.
I cannot sveak definitely on the sub-
ject, but it is not improbable that the
Chief Commissioner of " Lands will
provide in the Act to be submitted at
the next session of theLegislature,
that the owner of timber limits will
be assessed in some fair propertion
to supplement the fund available for
fighting fires.’

Agricultural interests

“The vote for the agricultural de-
partment has been largely increased,
and among other things $15,000 will
be voted for demonstration and in-
Structionali Work in  spraying, or-
chards * and fruit packing. New
officials have been appointed as fod-
lows: Three assistant horticulturists,

al} a chief - inlttncth in poultry raising,
[an dairy

completion of the present courthouse |

ferries -$38,630; and subven-|-
the whole

Government, -
th. the investigation . under
Water Act has been M
/ 71500 |
_several investigating boards estab-

lished in order. thst ths work .of ut-y :

ﬁ!&yh got through with as ‘soon as|

| possible, after which thers will be &

‘regular appropriation for administra-

fitlon of the office of the Water Com-

missioner,
“There is a revote of $30,000 to ag-
sist in the building of a seawall along
 the Dallas road, conditional upon the
city of Victoria voting an amount
for. the purpose. Advertising  has.
béen increased from $20,000 to $42,250.
This is made mnecéssary on account
of the law requiring the votei’s' lists
to be published under the ne;rl elec;
ing to the grading o

mﬂons e:;ct.mé)v:smg of Health Vote
has been redliced to $23,000. Grantg
are made to the Seamen's and Log-
ger’s Institute, Vancouver, $5,000; to
the Victoria Seamen’s Institute, $2,~
000; to the Women’s Farmer's Inati-
tutes, to be referred to prmnuy, $3,~
000; to Farmer’s Institutes, $15,000,
an increase of $3,000; to the Cana-
dian National Apple Show, Vancouv-
er, to make up the deficit, $4,000; to
agricultural associations, $78,600, be-
ing an increase of over $28,000; $15,-
000 is voted to complete the cost of
revising the statutes, $25,000 in all;
and the vote for temporary assist-
ance has been raised from $15,000 to
$60,000.

““Under the new Civil Service Act,;
all appointments to the service:  are
temporary until - the examination
prescribed by the board of examiners
has been pdssed, and as the work Is
growing very rapidly in all the de-
partments provision must be made by
the Vvote for temporary employment.
“Miscellaneous, not detailed” will be
provided for by an increase of $11,-
000 to $25,000. Phe vote for the Leg-
islative Library seems to be excep-
tionally large, but $20,000 has been
. made available in prospect of certain
valuable collections of books being
obtained' and it is not intended that
any of this amount shall be expended
for other than such specific purpose.

London Office

“A departure has been made in
respect to the Agent-General’s Office
in London, England. The appropria-
tion for this important office has
been increased from $15,000 to $25,-
000. The salary of the Agent-General
will be raised to $10,000, and $7,500
has been allowed - for advertising.
‘While in England I kent very fully
into the work of this office ~cnd I
found that our old friend, the Hon.
J. H. Turner, has a tremendous lot of
work to do and 1is doing it very
effectively. The correspondence pass-
ing through his office, the number of
enquiries to be answered, the im-
mense amount of Hterature distribut-
ed, the lectures, shows and ' dinners
which he is required to attend, are
really astonishing and until I saw it
all for myself I did not realize the de-
mands on Mr. Turner and his staff.

) Jmmigration Work

«This brings me to a consideration
of immigration work in general the
appropriation for which has been in-
éreased from $35,000 to $50,000. One of
the big problems we have  today - in
British Columbia is the scarcity of
jabor for farm work and domestic ser-
vice, and a portion of this grant will be
applied in an effort to its solution. In
dealing, as proposed, with farm labor-
ers and domestic servants, we shail not
come into competition with any class
of labor at present employed in the pro-
vince, unless it be Chinese and Japan-
ese. The complaints made to the de-
partment of agriculture and to the gov-
ernment are to the effect that labor of
any kind and at practically any price,
is not obtainable, and if the govern-
ment can lessen the strain upon the
farmer and upon the housewife by
securing a number of suitable persons
in these capacities, it will be doing a
very ‘great service to the country.

“Our friends of the opposition have
been telling us that British Columbia
is not getting a fair share of immigra-
tion and that the government is not
doing sufficient to settle up the unset-
tled portions of British Columbia. They
ignore the fact that it is essentially the
duty of the Dominion government to
promote settlement in all the provinces.
We must allow that they have been
very successful in settling up the Mid-
dle West, but that they have neglected
that duty in regard to other parts of
Canada is very clear from the protests
which have been made from Ontario,
Quebee and the Maritime Provinces.
The contention of the latter is that the
Dominion is confining its attention to
peopling the Dominion government
lands on the prairies, and forgetting the
vast areas of unsettledlands in these
provinces. In Birtish Columbia, however,
the Dominion owns about - 14,500,000
acres, and so far has done practically
nothing towards their settlement. The
only effort that has been made by the
government by way of advertising Bri-
tish Columbia, and that only recently,
is in Dominion immigration pamph-
lets. In spite of this, British Colum-
bia is securing a very liberal share of
the immigration flocking to Canada.
This is the direct result of what is be-
ing done by this government through
the department of agriculture, the
agent-general’s office in London, and
the bureau of provincial information,
ably backed up by the newspapers of
the province. It will be surprising to
know she figures as recorded by the
immigration department at Ottawa.
For the year ending March 31, 1910,
those arriving for British Columbia by
ocean ports numbered 12,428, and those
from the United States 18,104, making
a total of 30,502. The estimated num-
ber of arrivals for the nine months
since is 40,246, making a grand total in
eighteen months of 70,708. This in-
crease in the population does not in-
‘ciude, of course, a very considerable
number who arrived here from the
prairies and Eastern Canada, made up
for the most part of experienced

t has been mapped out by  thel|
The vote in eonm&:;!; %

The intention is  to. have:

the whole situation andad the Act | were prepared.

m;(

dollars has been’ u&dﬁ
‘assistance. For

has been emplo ;
registry omcq on night  shift,

An effort is belng made, to catch o}
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.which the staff will be normal.  Sev-
enty thousand dollars has been added
for provincial police; 328.;90 for print- ¢
ing office; $26,000 for improvement of
government grounds, $7,600 in connec-
ticn with the Cranbrook court house,
for the purchase of the city’s interest

pletion of the new court house at New
‘Westminster, $18,000 for completion of
the land registry office there, $9,000 for
jails and lock-ups, $25,000 for public
schools, $406,900 for roads, street and
bﬂdgu, $150,000 for surveys, $186,000

tor forest protection, $20,000 for adver-

tising under the Elections Act, $7,331
for the reception of Sir Wiltrii Laur-
ier, $8,800 for the exhibition at Vienna,
$4,000 for the Drager apparatus in the
coal mines, $4,836 for university com-
mission, $3,100 for insurance commis-
sion, and 86 on. The total amount of
supplementary estimates, with every
item of which the members of the
legislature will, I am sure heartily con-
cur, is $1,067,907. Of this amount there
is still about $400,000 to expend.

Excellent Record

“As to the present financial position
of the province I need not tell you that
it is excellent. The surplus for the
fiscal year 1809-10 was in réund ntm-
bers, $2,600,000.. I cannot tell you what
the surplus of the present year will be
as the fiscal year does not end until
March 81, but I have no hesitation in
predicting that there will be a surplus,
and a Vvery substantial one. We have
at the pregent moment deposited in the
banks doing business in British Co-
lumbia $7,500,000 bearing interest, and
I may ‘say further that at the end of
the fiscal year our available Hquid as-
sets, including cash, will be sufficient
to wipe off our present total indebted-
ness of $9,000,000 odd. I think we may
congratulate ourselves as a province
and as a government in having achiev-
ed such a result in seven years. 1
shall not refer to our position seven
years ago. It is within the knowledge
of every member of the leglslature and
of almost every person in British Co-
lumbia. Our surplusses since 1904 to
the 31st March, 1910, were roundly,
$7,100,000,

“The position of the province in re~
gard to bonded indebtedness on the
31st March, 1910, was as follows:

“Four and one-half per cent, deben-
ture stock—Loan Act, 1887, maturing
30th June, 1917, $381,210,

“Three per cent., inscribed stock
loans, loan acts, 1891-3-5-9 and 1902,
maturing 30th June, 1941, $9,921,936.

“Three and one-half per cent., dyk-
ing debentures—acts, 1891-8- 9, $16,000.

“Five per cent. treasury debentures—
Loan Act, 1903, maturing 30th June
1937, $500,000.

“Total funded debt, $10,819,146.

“Against this amount there is an acs
cumulated siking fund of, $1,849,368.

“Leaving a balance of $8,969,778.

“To which is to be added guarantee
of the Nakusp and Slocan railway
bonds terminable 1st July, 1918, $647,-
022,

“A total of $9,616,300.

Could Wipe Off Debt.

“This exhibit shows the net funded
debt to have been $9,616,800 on March
31st, 1910. On the 81st of March the
previous year, the funded debt was
$9,855,667,  so that in the twelve
months intervening, the debt was re-
duced by $238,867, and, as I have al-
ready told you in less than two months
time we shell be in a position, if we
were called upon, to issue a cheque
for every cent we owe. Various
opinions may be expressed as to
whether we should not buy wup our
outstanding ‘debentures and be quit
of debt, but we are providing for the
maturing debentures by a sinking
fund which is drawing interest, and
the interest is being - invested again,
We are also drawing interest on our
bank deposits. Any whelesale at-
tempt on the open market to buy back
our debentures would force them up
above par, and we would lose on the
transaction. I may say incidentally,
that our inseribed stock is appreci-
ably better than it was at a corres-
ponding date last year, and relatively
higher than that cf any other colonial
stock in the London market. I think
we may very well be satisfled with
our present position. Besides, with
a big cash balance in the bank we
are always able to undertake any
large work in the interests of the pro-
vince or bridge over any financipl
orisis, to do which we might other-
wise be obliged to borrow at a pcg-
sibly unfavorable turn in the market.
It is always well to be prepared for
a rainy day. I do not think I need
say any more on the subject of finan-
ces.

Industry and Trade.

“It has been usual in presenting the
annual financial statement to refer to
the general condition of industry and
trade in the province during the pre-
vious year, and tc) refer briefly to the
immediate outlook. Those who read
the annual statements of the banks
and other monetary Institutions will
have observed that the reviews of
business, in so far as they affect Brit-
ish Columbia, are unusually favorable
and optimistic, and I cannot say any-
thing here that will heighten the im-
pression respecting the progress and

prcspects of the province at the pres-

ent time. When we say that British
Columbia is exceedinxly. prosp
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