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Tuesday, March 8, 1910

Hon, W. J. Bowser Replies to
Messrs. Brewster and Haw-
thornthwaite on the Second
'Reading of the Railway Bills

MR. JARDINE SUPPORTS
GOVERNMENT’S MEASURE

ety

Mr. Brewster Votes With So-
cialists Against C, N, Bill but
Supports - the Kettle River
Valley Road Agreement

The bills to authorize and ratify the
agreement entered into between the
government of British Columbia and
the Canadian Northern Railway Co,
and also the subsidy arrangement by
which construction of the Kettle Ri-
ver Valley Raiflway is to. be secured,
passed second reading by the legisla-
ture by what comes very near to a
unanimous vote at an early hour Fri-
day, at the . close. of  a . vigorous
and interesting debate to which Mr.
Brewster, Mr. Ross, Mr. Tisdall, Mr,
Hawthornthwaite and Attorney-Gen-
eral Bowser contributed. - The latter
terminated the discussion on the ex-
‘tra-important measure of this and
many sessions with one of the most
effective, conclusive and inspiring ad-
dresses that has been listened to with-
in the walls of British Columbia’s as-
sembly during many years, with the
Sot= exception of the premier’s mas-
terly oration in moving the second
reading of this bill.

The vote on the two closely relat-
ed measures—tlosely related at. least
in the manner of their presentation to
the country and their = coincidental
consideration by the country—proved
fruitful in surprises, Mr. Jardine al-
lying himself with the government
forces in giving his voice and vote for
the construction of the railway that
means so much for all of British (o~
Jlumbia and for Bsquimalt aistrict
most particularly; while Mr, Brewster
elected to be recorded in opposition to
-what is admittedly the * most impor-
tant development proposal for the ad-
vantage of his own' district of Alberni,
as -well as the - province generally,

that has been yet presented ‘by: any |

government of this western province, '
His desertion by his datest ally and
prospective. convert, the member for
Esquimalt, was -accepted by :Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite {with his usual- cynical
2dod humor, . . °
*I am pléased

ed to see,” he remarked
as the vote was

duly recorded, “that

«~&still break even with my honorable’

opponents’ opposite.
Rained one.” o~ \ o
- He had nothing”to say,

\\we‘ bave each

however,

! when, after a very brief explanation—

' close the business of the

to the effect that as the Kettle River
Valley road was one of those which
his-leader, Mr. Oliver, had in the last
eléction proposed to aid, "and by a
money subsidy—the member for Al-
berni cast his vote with the Conserva-
tives in the later division.

Lest he should faint under the ' (to
him) woeful sight of seeing the hands
of both the elected Liberals raised
for a Government measure, glasses of
water were despatched in haste to
Mr, Drury, who was an interested
listener to and spectator of the even-
ing’s proceedings, from a seat on the
floor of the Chamber. :

" Routine advance occupied the brief
half hour of the evening sitting not
given over to the rallway debates.

This morning the House for the first
time during the present parliament is
meeting at 10.30 o’clock, and also at
2 p.m.—the usual afternoon hour,

There will be, however, “no  night
sitting, the parliamentary- business,
despite the keen desire to hasten the
completion of the order paper, being
suspended in compliment to the press
gallery, whose first annual foregath-
ering. with a few invited friends
(chiefly political) is to be held this
evening in the legislative dining hall.

The premier has’ announced, unof-
ficially, the governmeént’s intention to
session, so
that prorogation may take ' place on
Friday afternoon mext. :
RUp"?? tihe commitment of the Prince

upert incorporation bill, with :
Tisdall as chairman. o

moved to

Mr. Hawthornthwaite
strike out the property qualification
prescribed for mayor and aldermen,
Attorney{-Geneml Bowser pointed
out that such action would destroy the
uniformity ih the prevince of legisia-
tion in this regard, a matter that the
member for Nanaimo had himself, at
the last sitting of the house, insisted
upon as of the greatest importance.
It would at the same time be mani-
festly unfair to give Prince Rupert
such a preferential’ position over the
rest of the province; should public
opinion demand the abolition of this
qualification, it would in due course
doubtless be abolished generally, by
amendment of the statutes. Until the
people’s elected representatives
thought this desitable, however, it
Wwould never do to differentiate as this
amendment proposed. He thought the
amendment should be withdrawn,

In explanation of the attitude of the
" people of Prince Rupert, Mr., Manson
pointed out that this property qualifi-
cationt section had been contained in
the original draft of thebill, as adopt-
ed by the large public meeting - at
Prince Rupert dealing with the incor-
poration proposals.
The: proposal was withdrawn,
Another amendment DProposed by the
member: for Nar_m!mo ‘was to abolish
the property qualification for voters.

This clause then should be eliminated. |

Again ‘Mr. Bowser pointed out that
the situation was apparently not clear
to the member across the way from
him. "In addition to having a vote on
property qualiffcation of '$100 or over,
votes were given in Prince Rupert by
another portion of the bill," to license
holders and householders.
even went so far—and much further
in this regard than the law elsewhere
in the province—in giving  votes to
three or four people where they might
be co-occupants of a cabin, It was
desired in this momentous epoch in
the life of the new mnorthern aity to
make the franchise as widely applic-
able as possible, and the government
had therefore gone miueh further than
perhaps even the Socialists would
have dope. and gertainly - ac 'far us
could be expected from a ‘Conseérvative
government. W SRR

%Ay

L

rdealing in water,

The bill]

Mr. Hawthornthwaite admitted that
the Conservatives appeared to be ad-
‘vancing, as evidenced by the exten-

sion in this bill of the franchise to

women, which

see carried furt|
all the ladies of the province. (Laugh-
ter.) But Iif  the franchise “oppor-

rineiple he hoped to

tunities at Prince Rupert were 80
broad, why this provision for a $100

property qualification?

The attorney-general explained that
it was to give the non-resident prop-

erty owners some voice in' the gov-
ernment £ the city, where their vested
interests existed,

Mr, Hawthornwaite: That is the
secret then?
non-resident property owners votes?

Hon. Mr. Bowser: .
£0 to Prince Rupert to exercise their
franchise. It is a right that is given
on property in every other city of the
province. .

The members for Nanaimo pointed

‘out that in another .section of the bill

duration of résidence in Prince Rupert
was an- imperative condition to ihe

securing of franchise rights.

This section had momentarily slip-
ped the mind of the attorney-general,
who laughingly admitted the ract. ..

“It only shows,” he said, ‘how very
gemerous as well as careful I must
nave been in the drafting or this bill.”

“Shall the amendment ' Dass,” in-
quired the committee chairman to the

apathetic house, and Hon Mr. Buw::r
e

mechanically’ answering, ‘“aye,”
chairman declared it "carried.”

An finstant later Mr. Hawthornth-
waite jubilantly directed attention to
the fact that his amendment was car-
ried, and by the voice ot the attorney-
general!

#I-would move that the section be
reconsidered,” said Hon. Mr. Bowser.
laughingly. X

1 must call the attcrney-general's
attention to the fact that under the
rules it can only be reconsidered after
the remaining sections have been dis-
posed of,” said Mr. Hawthornthwaite.

And so the section stood ever, the
house smiling amusedly.

Mr. Hawtnornthwaite also wantea
to limit the rights of the Grand Trunk
Pacific, in Hays creek to ien inches ot

. water—the city to have all remaining

over this amount. He quite agreed
that any econtract or agreement made
with any company at any time should
be adhered to, but thought that the
amount named would suffice for the
railway interests. and that the city
should thereafter control the available
water, especially .as there was an
abundance in Hays creek for Prince
Rupert's necessities 1Jr several years
to come.
Concession to G. T. P.

Premier McBride - briefly explained
the circumstances under which the
government had granted the water
concession on Hays creek to the rail-
way company, during the negotiations
with the company leading up to the
placing of - the terminus .at : Prince
Rupert—before there was a town there
or the prospect of a town. which had
only been brought abhout by the enter-
prise of the
through a variety -‘of congegsions to
them of which this water m#tter was
one. The forty inehcs basis had been
adopted as this represented the water

requirements of the C. P R. at Van- -

couver. A R
The .amendment lost:
' Mr: Manson moved to itroduce a
new and very long and Rlabprate sec-
tion giving the city powers to deal
with. private co.npenies formed for
power, telephonic
service and ether public utilities—a
section under which the city might
buy out the interested private inter-
ests at very favorable terms.
Attorney-General Bowser regarded

-the ‘amendmeént suggested as.exceed-

ingly drastic and as one that the gov-
ernment could not accept. Companies
being once incorporated and receiving
certain powers and:privileges from the
country, it would not do to virtually
annul and cancel those privileges as
was proposed to be done. The stahbil-
ity of vested inicrests must be recog-
nized and maintained. Nor should
this one city be in a preferential posi-
tion over all others in the province in
dealing ' with. private business inter-
ests. He thought in the matter of
these companiés. Prince Rupert was
needlessly alarming itself. The com-
panies could not proceed with the
carrying out ‘of their works without
submitting their - proposals to the
Lieuténant-Governor-in-Council, and
the city would then be given every
opportunity to protect its interests.
The section suggested was virtually
in the nature of repudiation of the
contract with the ccmpanies consti-
tuted by their charters.

The amendment was lost, and the
bill reported to the house, complete
with amendments

During the afternoon sitting also.
bills were introduced ‘respecting the
construction of sewers in unorganized
districts,” Hon. Mr. Taylor; “to vali-
date by-law No. 204 of the city of
Nelsgn (containing the agreement of
that city with the Nelson Street Rail-
way Co.), Hon. Mr. Bowser, and “for
the consolidation afid amendment of
the law relating to dower,”” Mr. Mac-
gowan. Il ;

Labor Regulation Act.

In moving the second reading of the
bill to amend the Labor Regulation
act, Mr,

the interest of members upon the rail-
way legislation, he had decided to de-
fer consideration of the majority of the

measures standing in his name upon

the orders until a more favorable op-

portunity presented itself to secure the
He
to deal with

undivided attention of the House.
would proceed, however,
two Dbills 'ef somewhat
port—the one to ameéna
Regulation act and the other the In-
spection ' of Metalifferous

similar "pur-

historv of the two
which it was

proposed to amend, es-
pecially

complimenting  -the

these two gentlemen—Mr. William Da-
vidsnn and Mr. John MecInnes—had
rendered. the country in the prepara-
tion of these bills. They had been de-

signed with seeming attention to every

bretext of escape which might present
itself, yet loopholes had been discov-
ered, to close up which ‘was the pur-
pose' of the grecent legislation.
first. bill almed at the extensions of the
eight-hour day to all employees of
smelters, whose occupation was par-
ticularly prejudicisl to health—the av-
erage life of the sinelterman being fif-
teen years. “He urged that.the bill
had worked well; capital had not been
kept out of the country as it had been
predicted would be the case; and the
profits of the smelter owners had not
been reduced. .He denied that these
measures could properly be described
as reform measures, although they
were s;:cpnmo‘ degree revolutionary.
The falists at. the present time
wera not aiming at the suppression
ot capifalistic exmo_lzatmn of imdus-

y is party had no

desire to put-any of
¥ ¥ l(

try; the members of :
industries of

er untll it embraced

You propose to give the
Certainly, it they

raillway =~ company, and

Hawthornthwaite explained
that in view of the concentration of

the, Labor

: Mines act.
The member for Nanaimo sketched the
bieces of legislation

former

members for Slocan and for (irand
Forks upon the valuable services which'

The

the province out of business. The capisi

cycle despite the Socialists or this
legislature might do. The effect of
such legislation as symbolized in these
measures was to_induce the introduc-
tion of improved machinery gnd’ more
modern.methods, while intensifying the
labor. so that in the final analysis the
capitalist reallzsed. better..results an-
der the shorter-hour system. He ap-
pealed to the House, not on sympathy
but e the score of material interest, to
support the"bill, which ‘has for its ob-
ject the inclusion ‘of mechanics em-~
ployed. in. the .protection
of this 20 e g

of the miaister of mines. t g

Mr. Hawthornthwaite also moved
second reading of the bill to amend the
Inspection of Metalifferous Mines act
(whose authorshin was ‘creditec to the
now president uf the councily, explain-
ing that this was to include “workers
in so-called “glory holes” or quarries,
with . .shafts, tunnels etc., under ' the

law. «

adjourned on motion of the minister of
mines. '
Committee on Supply.

WitH .consent . of. the Houso, Supply
was next advanced through various
stages, and the Supply bili appropriat-
ing a total of $9,099,320 for the various
public  services of the province, was
introduc ferred to -and reported
from Committee—and road a first time.

Hon.: Mx. Bowser presemed a mes-
sage from His Honor, the Lieutenant-
Governor, transmitting a bill respect-
ing liens of mechanics, wageearners
and others, which bill received first
reading. 4 i

The Inspection of Tramways bill .be-
ing called, the order for third reading
of this measure was discharged on mo-
flon of the attorney-general, and re-
turned to Committe for arhendment by
striking. .owtd A4NinIStér of . Public
Works” and substituting “Attorney-
General” as the chief authority in con-
nection with the operation of this bill.
The bill was restoged: to Committee
and the substitution made, with pass-
ing comment from the member for
Newcastle that he greatly feared the
attorney-general would be overworked
as he seemed to be assuming. control
and management of, virtually, all the
functions of the administration. He
(Mr. Williams) could not see how in
any rational way the operation of this
bill came within the natura] jurisdic-
tion of the attorney-general’s depart-
ment.

Hon. Mr, Bowser, as chief commis-
sioner of fisheries, presented the an-
nual report of that public department.

Committee  consideration of the
Companies’ act was resumed in order

talist system would complete its natural |

The debate was adiourned on motion .

.tective provisions of the e!xht-)\u}mr,‘

The ‘debate on this motion also stood |-
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Passes Through - Committee
Stage of House Without
Amendments——No Criticism
by Liberals

FINAL PASSAGE -
. ON MONDAY-NEXT

Kettle River Valley. Measure;
Put Through Third and Final
Reading—Session. Nearing
Close et A

%

Considerable progress was made in
the business. of the local legislature
yesterday. ‘What is popularly known
as the Canadian Northern Pacific
Railway ‘Bill ‘passed through its com-
mittee stage unaltered, and will come
up for its third and final reading at
Monday’s- session. The act ‘ratifying
the agreement beiween the: province
and the Kettle River Valley Railway
Company is complete, having passed
its third and final reading at yester-
day’s afternoon session. 3y

The House assembled at 10:30 a.m.
for the first morning sitting . during
the present-gession. It at, once re-
solved itself fato committee and com-
menced to deal with public bills.” The
first to come up for considerdtion was
biH 34, “An act to provide for.the in-
spection of premises, ‘works, wires
and appliances generating,: transmit-
ting or #upplying electrical energy.”
Fathered by the Atorney-General; the
second reading was carried without
any ‘opposition  arising. *‘Phe bill was
reported and passed it third and final
reading.

Bill 33,"“An act to amend the Fire
Inquiry Act,” also passed its third and
final reading. without amendment.

In the next measure which came up

that certain clerical and purely tech-
nical amendments might be made. The/
Committee,’ after half an hour’s work,
rose with a progress report. 2

AVARDED WEDAL
HIFVEAE- YO

S AR Ak,

Dr. & L. Todd, & Native, -of

~~This- City, Henored by Liver-
pool  School “of Tropical
Medicine : e

o ) w ¥ A%
Dr. John L. Toddg, of {he:Macdonald
College of Agricultiire, sSté/ Anne de
Bellevue,' Que¢.,, a membér of. the fac-
ulty of medicine of MecGill university,
Montreal, and a native of this city, has
been awarded a gold medal by the Liv-
erpool school of tropical medicine for
his.research work -on the West. Coast
of  Africa in conmection with the
“sleeping sickness,” . the .ravages of
which among the ‘natives has resulted
in many thousands+ofideaths annually.
* Several years ago DF, Todd was ap-
pointed by the British government a
special commissioner to study the na-
ture of the disease and to discover, if
possible, some specific remedy to fight
it. After about two years of careful
research- work in_ Africa, Dr, Todd
made his report to the government and
adviged certain measures to arrest the
progress of the plague. The adoption
of .the recommendations on'the part of
the authdrities led  to a distinct im-
provement in the affected zdnes. {
The Liverpool college, which has just
honored Dr. Toddi is remowned the
world over for its work in the amelior-
ation of tropical conditions, ‘and con-
fines its work exclusively to the study
of diseases in the. tropics. The insti-
tution is supported by the British gov-
ernment and has a status that is ap-
proached by few organizations of a
similar nature throughout the ‘world.
Several weeks ago Dr. Todd address-
ed the Montreal Cangdian club on
“The Commercial Aspects of the Seci-
ence of Tropical Medicine,” and point-
ed out how mu®h medical sclence had
done in making the tropical countries
hapitable for the white man and of
the part it played in the commereial
lives in those Zzones,

FOR LAKE SHIPYARDS

WASHINGTON, March 4.—For the
purpose of obtaining a modification of
the treaty between the United States
and Great Britain prohibiting the main-
tenance of vessels of war en the great
lakes; so that such vessels could. be
constructed there for use elsewhere, the
house today passed a resolution that
may open the question for future nego-
tiations. The' resolution called on the
secretary of the navy for information
as tp present obstacles in the way of
the construetion of vessels on the great
lakes, the dimensions of vessels that
might be constructed there and passed
through thé locks to the seaboard and
the nature of bids that had been re-
celved for such construction from ship-
yards on the lakes. :

Chartermongering Again.

OTTAWA, March 4.—A strong pro-
test was made by Richard Blain in the
House tonight against granting rail-
way charters to persons not interested
either in railways or.the general de-
velopment of the country, Mr, Blain
saild it was becoming too. easy for
speculators to get a valuable charter
with the sole object of disposing of it
for a lu'rie sum of money, and he sug-
gested that in ' future before any
charters - were sold _the original pro-
moters should be compelled to come
to the government and get duthority
from - the governor-in-touncil. - Mr.
Blain thought' this would t a. stop
to the growing Hhabit —‘charter-

for -discussion, bill. 36, “An act to
amend the Supreme Court Act” a
lengthy speech was delivered by A. H.
B. Macgowan (Vancouver). Mr. Mac-
gowan made an attack on the supreme
tourt bench of the province.

Section Ultra Vires

Attorney-General Bowser, the au-
thor of the bill, pointed out, quoting a
number of precedents, that aay action
affecting the constitution of the su-
breme court, was ultra vires of the
province. If such a section as was
proposed by the member for Vancou-
ver ‘were inserted in the bill, it would.
be  disallowed by the authorities “at'
*Ottawa. On account of the other pro-
visions coatained in the act, he would
be very sorry that this should happen,
and he must ask the member for Van-
couver to withdraw his motion.

J. H.' Hawthornthwaite (Nanaimo)
said there was a feeling In the prov-
ince that the courts of justice were
not all they should: be, In his opinion
the courts' should be abeve crit-
icism. The bench was loaded at pres-
ent ‘with judges who were good Lib-
erals. A :

Premier McBride, continuing the de-
debate, said that it was well within
the right of any mémber of the House
to advance any siggestions dealing
with the courts of the province. The
member for Alberni seemed to think
that such a right did not exist. The
function of government was to
strengthen * the courts., The courts
were, essentially jastituted to make
for the solidarity and welfare of the
people at large, .more so, perhaps,
than any other factor in the commun-
ity.” He regretted what the member
for _Vancouver‘ had said, but the mtter
had been quite within his rights.

In view of the fact that his motion
would jeopardise the bill when it tame
before the Governor-General in coun-
eil, Mr. Macgowan withdrew his pro-
posal.  Had he known‘ what he was
-risking he would ‘have introduced a
Separate amendmetit to the Supreme
Court Act. He intended to return to
‘the subject at @ later date.

The second reading of the bill was
carried, the measure also passing its
third and final reading.

Bill 37, “An act to amend the Coun-
ty Courts Act,” then ‘came up for con-
sideration. It produced no discussion,
passing its third and final reading.

Wants Alberni as Terminus

The 'next. measure- which came up
was bill 41,  “An act to incorporate
the Canadian Northern Pacific Rafl-
way Company.” In the section deal-
Jng with the railway’s terminals at
Barkley Sound, Mr. Hawthornthwaite
(Nanaimo) moved that the word Al-
berni. be  substituted. for Barkley
Sound.

Premier McBride, who fathered the
measure, - stated. that he must reject
the amendment.. ‘He would say, how-
eer, that he had every reason to be-
lieve that Alberni was going to show
substantial growth, It was going to
be a large centre. It undoubtedly
would be-one of the Canadian North=-
ern’s . objéctive .points. There were
many details yet to be arranged in
conneetion with the bin providing for
the construction of  the railroad and
that of a terminal on the West Coasit
of Vancouver Island was an impor-
tant one,

The' Hon. Mr, Bowser here asked if
the amendmént of the member for
Nanaimo meaat that he was throwing
in his lot with that of the member for
Alberni. (Laughter).

Replying, . Mr. Hawthornthwaite
sald that his amendment was dictated

purely because he thought that the |-

time when Alberni must look for
something tangible had arrived.

Premier McBride stated that he
was certain that the plans of the Can-
adlan, - Northern as they matured
would be' ‘perfectly plain and accept-
able to the pe*ple of the province,
The .road would be a provincial one,
entirely in the grasp of the people of
the provinece. Such control would
save the province from uawise ex-
plo”ﬁlon.( which had been- experienc-
ed ‘heretofore. No move would be
made ; without the Tull knowledge of
the publie. He must refuse to accept
the amendment of the member for
Nanaimo,

Mr. Brewster pointed out that there
wag room for several new “ towns in

mongering. The governmeént‘made no
reply. o X ¢ !

.. The amendment was lost on a ‘show

of hands,

. In another section of the bill the
member for Nanaimo objected fo the
DPOwers of expropriation to be given
to the railway company. Whole streets
in cities, he contended, might be taken
for right of WAay purposes.

The Premier pointed out that the
clause was the usual one ingerted in
such incorporation bills, and had been
adopted on many occasions by other
parliaments, On the question of ex-
propriation, .should any dispute arise
it would be gettled by arbitration un-
der the B.C. Arbitration Act.* In the
matter of expropriating streets, this
would be impossible, as streets were
dedicated to the use of the publiec,

The amendment asking that the ex-
propriatery clauses be cut. out was
Tost.

The bill was reported cofnplete with
a few technical amendments.

Before ‘the moraing session adjourn-
ed, 'a new bill, to be known as “An
act to amend the Hospital Act, 1902,
was brought down by special message.
It provideg that. paragraph (f) of sec-
tion 4, .of chapter ;83 of the-statutes
of 1902, being the Hospital Act, 102,
Is héreby amendea by striking out the
words “for the first ten thousand
days’ treatment of such excess” in the
third and fourth lines thereof. And
further, that baragraph (g) of said
Section 4, 1s hereby repealed. The
&% agne,n%e:tts b;flpqtgd by this act

X ‘effect’ na-from t
day of April, 1910, - pia

At 1 p.m. the House adjourned until

2:30 p.m. -
Afternoon Session
The consifieration of public bills was

D. m. 'The first taken

Up was bill; 44, “An act to amend the
Midway and ‘Vernon Raflway aid act,
This. passed its thirg and final
reading. ' The same course, without
amendments, wag adopted in connec-
tion with bill 30, “An act to repeal the
gg(x)r;l.x’lerclal travellers licences act,

The most important measure of the
session was the-next to come for con-
sideration, being bill 40, “An act to
ratify an agreement bearing date the
Seventeenth day of January, 1910, be-
tween His Majesty the King and the
Canadian Northern Railway Company.”
Parker Williams (Newcastle) was the
first speaker to be heard. Dealing with
sub-section (e) ‘of section 7, regarding
sub-contracts In connection with con-
struction work, he wanted another sec-
tion added stating that the lowest
wages, paid to any workman engaged
on the road should be $2.50 a day. The
cost of living in the province was. so

igh that he considered that no work-
man ought to be asked to live on less
than $2.50 a day. If this sum were paid
there would be no difficulty in finding

labor. K
A Fair Wage Clause.

Replying Premier McBride said that
the proposal was not a new one in the
House. In all such agreements made
by the government a fair wage clause
had been inserted, and it had always
been found to work admirably. The
policy of the government in such mat-

ters was a fair day’'s wage for a fair
day’s work. The government, however,
felt that it had no right to dictate the
actual terms of wages. That was an
arrangement between the employer and
the employed. The previous experience
of the gayernment had shown that no
eVli results had arisen because certain
sufms regarding wages had not  been
stipulated for in the question of agree-
ments, or ‘contracts. and he was con-
tent to abide by the teachings of past
experiences. He would have to reject
the proposal of the member for New-
castle. ]

Mr, Hawthom,thwadte, rising to sup-
port his colleague, gaid that it was not
always merely the employer and the
employed who effected the settlement
of wages. 'There was such a thing as
the law of supply and demand. The
case under consideration was a special
one. He believed that fair wages were
not being paid to all the workmen in
the province engaged in government
work. He had heard it stated that the
men working on the Mill Bay road were
only getting $2.25 a day,

“Has there been any complaint ?”*
asked Premier McBride.

“I make ¢the complaint now,” was the
ply. “Labor is always complaining in
vain,”

“Labor has never appealed to me in
vain,” responded the Premier.

Continuing, Mr. Hawthornthwaite
said that the minimum wage clause was
a farce. It had been tried with farcical
results in New Zealand and other parts
of the globe. .

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite then moved
that sub-section (d), section 13, con-’
veying to the Pacific Company by free
grant any vacant crown lands which
such éompany may desire for the pur-
pose of established divisional points on
townsites afong the aided lines, etc., be
cnt out.

This amendment also was lost.

The next section which Mr. Haw-
thornthwaite ‘wished struck out was
sub-section (e), section 13. This dealt
with the exemption of the Pacific Com-
Pany from taxation. His amendment
to ‘this effect was lost.

‘The bill was reported complete and
the report'will be considered at Mon-
day’s session of the House.

Bill 42, “An act to ratify an agree-
ment bearing date of the twenty-eighth
day of February, 1910, between His
Majesty the King and the Kettle River
Valley Railway Company,” roceived its
second and third readings “and was
tinally, passed, -without amendments.

Bill 49, “An act respecting the con-
struction of sewers in unorganized dis-
tricts,” fathered by Hon. Thomas Tay-
lor, passed its second reading,

A -New Departure,

Bill 82. “An act to validate by-lhw

No. 204 ‘of the city of Nelson passed on
the 11th day of October, 1909,” came
up for its second reading, which was
moved by Attorney-General Bowser. In
a brief speech. he announced a new
departure in government policy. ' It had
been the habit he said for municipali-
ties to make mistakes, and this matter
would have to be stopped as far as pos-\
sible. The general impression in the
proyince was that thle provincial gov-
ernment was the repair shop for muni-
cipality mistakes. In future when such
mistakes occurred the municipalities
must approach the provincial govern-
ment through a private bill.
The 'bill passed its second reading.
Bill 22, “An act to amend the bush
fire act,” was spoken to by the Hon,
Price Ellison, who moved' the second
reading. He amply explained the scope
of the measure which was also Spoken
to by W. H. Hayward (Cowichan) and
Parker Willlams (Newecastle), who
criticised the measure, opining that its
application should be wider. The sec-
ond reading carried.

Bill 48, “An act to authorize the re-
purchase by the erown of railway sub-
sidy lands” was explained by Premier
MeBride, who moved the second read-
ing. Some years ago lands were granted
by the government to the Columbia
Vgestern and the B. C. Southern rail-
ways, The province was now nego-
tiating with the railroads for the re-
turn of these lands, .

Parker Willams (Newcastle) thought
that. the government should have'fur-

the Barkley Sound district;

there details about the possibility of

\

purchasing back these lands before
such a bill should become law,

The bill was given its final passage.
Supply Bill Passes.

Bill 83, “An act for granting certain
sums of money for the public service
of: the prpvince of British Columbia,”
more popularly known as the supply
bill, was put through its second and
third readings. ¢
Bill 81, “An act respecting liens of
mechanics, wage-earners and others,”
the most important section of which
deals with those working in mines held
under option and providing such
miners with the same rights as men
in mines not held under option, was
put through the committee stage. The
'bill was vigorously criticised by . C.
Brewster (Alberni), who claimed it
really afforded miners ‘no protection.
Mr. Brewster was supported in his
contention by the Socialist leader.
Before the House adjourned reports
of the printing committee and the
committee on municipal matters were
presented.
The House adjourned at 6.35 p. m.
to meet again at 10.30 a. m. on Mon-

day.
WASHOUT ON C.P.R.

Traffic Delayed by Break in Track
Near Lytton—Repairs
Expected Soon

VANCOUVER, March ‘4 —There is
still further trouble on the C. P. R. A
short time before the westbound train
duc in Vancouver today approached
Lytton, a washout occurred, which has
dolaved traffic again. Owing to the
large quantities of mud which had been
coming down the mountain sides the
last day or two the ballasting on the
track has Tecome undermined, and
consequently heavy passenger trains
cannot . successfully negotiate the
treacherous places. The necessary re-
pairs xzre expected to be completed in
a few hours and the westbound train,
No. 97, is marked at present as being
due tonight.

Would Hear Mr. Roosevelt.
LONDON, March 4.—The Royal
Geographical Society is endeavoring to
arrange for a lecture to be delivered
by ex-President Roosevelt at Albert
hall, the subject being his African tour.

0-

Given Up for Drowned.

VANCOUVER, March 4—The eof-
fects of Engineer Bramwell, of the
steamer New Era, have been sent to
Vancouver, and there seems little
doubt that the man was drowned. He
was on board the steamer when she
left Narrows Arm and it is practically
certain that he fell overboard. The
Tartar brought word that no sign had
been discovered of the logger missing
from Cook & Faulk’s camp, Toba in-
let. It is presumed he fell off a boom.

CHINESE T0 FLECT
THER REPRESENTATIES

Celestiat§’ ih Canada. to Be
Represented in the ‘First
Parliament of the Empire
—Local Chinese Busy

That the announcement sent out
from Ottawa some days ago to the
effect that the' 20.000 Chinese resident
in Canada will hold a general election
next year for the appointment 'of rep-
resentatives to the governments of
the varlous provinces of China is pre-
mature is the opinion of a prominent
Chinese resident of . this city. - The
announcement from Ottawa followed
the issuing of an imperal edict from
Peking granting a voice in the pro-
vincial governments of China to all
Chinese outside the country. Dr.
Kung, Chinese consul at Ottawa de-
clared that during 1910 a census will
be taken of all the Chinese in Canada..
The election, according to Dr, Kung,
would come later.

Referring to- this matter yesterday
the local Chinese citizen said that he
did  not belleve that the Chinese of
Canada would take much interest in
the ‘question. In the first place, he
said, very little of any material benefit
would be gained to Canadian Chinese
by having representatives g0 to
China. Canada, he declared, is too far
removed from China to make it prae-
ticable or desirable. Again, there
would be a very apparent difficulty in
Belecting representatives. All of the
Chinese resident in Canada were in
business of one kind or another.
where would men be found who. would
be willing to give up business to go
back to China as representatives? The
trip both ways with the time occupied
over there would take at least a. year
and few if any Chinese now here
would be willing to undertake this.
Apart from this, too, there was the
question of the expense attaching to
the appointment of representatives.
The Chinese of Canada would most
likely object to being taxed for the
expense of sending such representa-
tives and it was extremely unlikely
that the home government would put
up ‘the money.-

' Summing up, the local Chinese said

that he did not believe the ides would
be looked upon favorably because the
distance between Canada and China
was. too great and because represen-
tatives from here could do no ma-
terial good if they did go.

Venezuelan Affairs.

PARIS, March 4—Gen. Jose Manuel
Hernandez, the leader of the Nation-
alist. party In Venezuela, in an inter-
view today, denied that there was ary
basis for the recent rumor .that he
was connected with a political plot
against the Venezuelan government.

Mining Institute Membership

TORONTO, March 4.—After a warm
debate lasting nearly two hours this
afternoon the members of the Mining
Institute, in session here. defeated an
amendment -to the constitution mak-
ing membership depend upon techni-
cal quallticntlon: The opposition to
the .proposal was voiced by Prof. H.
E. T. Haultain, of the University of
Toronto, when he said: “Men with-
out scientific training or technical
knowledge are now members of the
institute, which was indeed brought to
its present pitch of strength by Jjust
such men. You now propose to shut
out business men, but you cannot make
this a closed technical institution with-
out weakening it ‘to- the point of ruin-
ing it. Now any one whom the coun-
cil consider a fit and proper person
can become a member. The institute
was formed by nontechnical men.
For that reason it has greater weight
in the country and with the govern-
ments.” d

NUMBER BURED
PLACED AT 118
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Extent of Disaster on Great
Northern = Daily  Appears
Greater—Forty Bodies Re-
covered From Debris

e,

SEARCH PURSUED
IN GREAT DANGER

——

Bodies to Be Conveyed to"Sky-
komish by Alaskan Sleds—
Fatal Slide Reported East
of Cascade Tunnel -

e

oy

1

SEATTLE, March 4.—One hundred
and eighteen dead in the train over-
whelmed by the Wellington snowslide
is the estimate made today by Seattle
newspapers. The Great Northern oi-
fers no objection to this estimate. Of
those dead 85 are passengers, railroad
employees and postal clerks, and the
remainder rallroad laborers.

As all the passengers were asleep
when the avalanche struck there is
some delay in identification of the bod-
fes. The first bodies found were muti-
lated. but those found lower down are
unmarked and the expression on the
faces is that of persons  who never
awoke from sleep.

Forty Bodies Recovered.

WELLINGTON, Wash.,, March 4.—
The men digging for bodies in the
avalanche tomb made little progress
today, and late this ' afternoon only
forty dead had been brought out, leav-
ing 45 passengers and railroad men and
an unknown number of laborers in the
gorge. The searchers are working in
the day time only.

The Great Northern railroad today
sent in fifteen Alaskan sleds, on which
the bodies will be taken to a train
at Skykomish to be carried to Everett
and Seattle. All the railroad men’s
homes were in Everett. Donald Cam-
eron Gilmore, fireman, aged 32, whose
body has been recoyered, was formerly
a West Point cadet, and his motlier. is
a prominent resident of Santa Barbara,
Cal. Edgar Lemmon, of Hunter's,
Wash., whose body and that of  his
wife have been found. was formerly
one of the leading attorneys of Seattle,
and has relatives and business connec-
tions in Walla Walla.

All the wounded in the temporary
hospital here - are recovering. They
will probably be taken to the big hotel
at Scenic Hot Springs tomorrow, " °

Of - 700 ‘sacks' vf mafi carried ‘away
by ‘the ,avalainche, only 150 “have bétn
recovered: ‘There is mo trace® vhat-
ever of one mall car and seven clerks
and weighers. In some places cars are
known to be under 70 feet of trees,
Snow, earth and rocks.

The Great Northern is using all the
resources at its command to open.: the
tracks. Every man and . every plow
that can find a place to work are busy
night and day. Supt. O'Neill estimates
the actual loss to the road by destruc-
tion of broperty at $1,000,000, The
four electric motors now lying demol-
ished under the snow were valued at
$250,000. The only salvage from the
wreck will be old metal. i
Anotlur‘ Avalanche Feared.
Cold rain and increasing fear of
snowslides added to the gloom of Wel-
lington today. ‘Two bodies were _sent
down the trail, and the others wrapped
in- blankets are lying in a railroad
building.
Among the arrivals
number of friends and relatives of vic-
tims, a few of them women. Every
courtesy was shown to these anxious
people, but they contributed nothing to
the cheerfulness of the camp, The re-
covery of bodies will be ‘slow until the
locomotives “arrive away the
glant trees, whose trunks and branches
are ' interlocked @bove the dead,
rain, falling on snow already packed
ght that a shovel will not enter
it, is turning it to ice.
The working force, in the avalanche
ruins, now consists of 150 Americans.
Threa’or the Greek and Slavonian la-
borers” stole clothing “from the ruins,
but they did not actually rob the dead
bodies. The miseconduct of these men
aroused such indignation that the rail-
road sent all the 75 foreign laborers
away. The corpse robber ‘who. . was
caught in the act of taking a watch
from the body of Sol Cohen, of Everett,
gave his name as Robert Roberts, - to
the disgust of Deputy Sheriff . John
Roberts, who arrested him.

Another Fatal Slide.
SEATTLE. March  4.—Six laborers
are reported to have been killed by .an
avalanche that destroyed Cascade, :a
Small town east of the Cascade. tunnel.
The report Was brought to Seattla by
Ed Clark, a section man, who has ‘been
working in the mountains.
that he walked through Cascade. tlls
morning, and that everything had been
t but a cook shack. Two men
at the scene told him of the death of
six laborers, whose names aré not
known. >
The Great Northern has recelved no
report of an avalanche at Cascade, hut
it is known that several bad slides have
occurred on the east slope of the moun-
tains. Al communication with ‘that
section has been cut off. -

today were a

e O
Grand Trunk in Rhode .Island.
PROVIDENCE, R, I. March 4.
President Mallin, ﬁ the New York,
New Haven and artford Railroad,
and President Hays; .of the G. T. R.,
were invited today to attend.a hearing
on the application of the G. T. R. for
a charter permitting the Canadian
system to enter this state. The hear-
ing will be held at the state house on
March 11. X

Quebec Utilities Commissibn. °
QUEBEC, March 4—The Provincial
cabinet this morning announced the
following personnel of the Provincial
utilities commission: Col, F. W. Hib-
bard, Montreal,.chairman; Sir George
Garneau, Quebec, and. Charles Ave-
berge, professor in the Polytechnical
school, Montreal, commissioners. The
chairman will receive a salary of $4,-
000 per year and the other commis-
sioners. $3,000 each. A secretary is
to be appointed at a salary of $1800.
The commission is named for & period

of ten years,
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IDING, SPEECHES

LD

I W, J. Bowser in Fighting
peech Slztes Criticisms of
lessrs. Brewster and Haw-
Nornthwaite

Thursday night's late session the
B on the railway bills was con-
ed in the house, Mr. Hawthorn-
te, Mr. Tisdall and the Attorney
being the last speakers.
the ¢ourse of his speech’ Mr.
hornthwaite denied that there
any necessity at the present time
additional, railways. if their con-
jon demanded such a pledge of
‘provincial credit as now contem-
d. Competition had reached that
ye that railways would coms in any
and the present status of the
n ’g credit was wholly due to the
adhered to in very recent years
jing to assist with Jands or
n to projects of capitalistic rail-
y buildérs. Not admitting that this
pposed railway system was necessary |
‘was not necessary for the Social-
s should’ define any alternative con-
nction policy. If the Conservative
vernment decided that railways were
espary, why had they not, he ask-
, adopted the enunciated principal
their leader, Mr. Borden, and decided
r natlonalization? Had Premier Mc-
ride elected for such a policy, his
vy would undoubtedly have support-
i him. There never was a more de-
oted ' and oObedient following. The
heéring which_had followed the Pre-
s address 4Gf a day or so past,
ad" to him appdared to indicate not
nly the abrogation by the Conserva-
ve members of the right to do their
mw thinking, but also their forfeiture
a desirable self-respect. It was a
fétake to think that government own-
ship of railways was a Socialist pro-
3 With the wage system perpetu-
ted, in his own opinion government
wnership would simply prove a gate-
ay to further corruption and to larg-
grafting. The experience of Rus-
ia and of Germany had proven gov-
rnment ownership far from desirable.
e agreed with the member for Al-
perni as to the practicability of the
minimum wage clause, but as this bill
s drawn, he say little hope of the
abor' class deriving benefits from the
onstruction of the contemplated road.
Che member for Esquimalt was wrong
Bt - least in his conclusion that con-
on would be good for our work-
bgmen. While it was true that there
Were quite enough white workers al-
ready in the province to do the work
8quired, he noted that an interview
had recently been given in Toronto by
IMr. Willilam Blakemore (and published
fin the telegraphic news columns of the
olonist,) in which Mr. Blakemore had
Bid—and he had not noticed any cor-
2tion or denial of the remarks at-
ributed—that ten thousand Italian la-
borers were to be imported for work
Hn British Columbia, apparently for.the
jPullding of these railways, So that 14
3 workingmen but the cheap la- |
Europe was to benefit. The far-
lers would not benefit, for the road,
ave for a short stretch along the low-
Fraser, would penetrate no extensive
ifarming areas. Misapprehension of the
facts by the farmers largely account-
ed for' the verdict of the agricultural
digtricts’ in the late election. There
was In this bill no benefit for the far-
mers.of Comox and Cowlichan, or of the
districts tributary to Nanaimo. And
yet the government was enormously in-
or the obligations of the prov-
ince extending aid that had never been
Pparalléled by any Canadian province,
nor probably by any state in the ad-
Jacent union. This liability already
was $45,000,000, but with the branch
lines talked of, it might be run to fif-
ty, to seventy-five, or to one hundred
million dollars. This then, must be
accepted as the final word in assisted
railway building so far as British Co-
lumbia was concerned—the credit of
the ¢ountry could sustain no more. He
was glad that the end had come, and
that no more the electorate would be
deluded and betrayed by this phantasm
—this will-o’-the wisp of a railway
policy! He would have infinitely pre-
ferred, had this railway inevitably to
have been built by provincial assis-
thace that it should have entered the
island by way of Frederick Arm, and{-
thus by opening up the farming areas,
hayve proven -at least some benefit in
& practical way. The railway policy
Was not the creation of the government
any manner of means—the gov-
ernment but held its brief and took
fts instructions from the railway com-
bany. Reverting to the criticism of the
Mmember for Alberni, he could find lit-
tle value in that member’s arguments,
@8 ‘the policy of the Dominion was
egually open to criticism, and = this |
federal policy of course had the hearty
Al of the Alberni member. In
connectign with the present bill, the
Nanaimo member held that of the vari-
ous forms of government assistance for
-railways, bond guarantees were the
best. As to the mortgage promised on
the Canadian Northern system, it must
at best be but a third class one, as the
dominion, the various provinces and
the bond holders to the extent of $26,-
00,000 had prior claims. There was no
Justification for tke position that B.
C. would not have to pay under the
Buarantee of bonds. There was no
preeedent to justify such a conclusion.
was nothing in the present con-
ditiens to indicate that past experi-
#nee.woyld not again be repeated. In a
eW years the people of British Co-
lumbia would be as strong in their con-
demnation of its present bargain as the
beople .0f today were in denunciation
of the wasteful arrangement made by
the Macdonald government of Canada
for the C.P.R. He warned the House
that in taking its present stand in this | cd
rallway matter, the Conservative party | ed
Was ing the foundation for greater | er|
‘“lllg tgan had overtaken the Lib- | ar
eral party in this province at the pres- | ti
ent Juncture. The Soclalist party to- tin
" @id not oppose development by to
Capitalistic principles hecause it was d
lized that the people must learn by |
&Xperience; capitalism would have to|
Complete its cycle, and railway and| g
capitalist development generally would h
In the last analysis mean ruin and im- | o
boverishment to. the farmers and the Y
Workers of the and. The double com- 1
any scheme as found in these pres- hi
ent bills, he looked upon as quite the s
latest thing in the most up-to-date *
methods of the Americal railway trust e
While opportunity existed unrestricted |
I8 #ts bill, for the turning over of the g0
road (through stock manipulation) to | 2
the C.P.R.. He did not charge that this | {a
¢ plot had in reality been hatch- | th
there was no protection given m
bill against it. This was the| bi
8 end of all competition—trust | pe|
on. He hoped that he was| he
t he could see only impend- | we
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