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R, Boat Mount Temple 
ith Over Six Hundre ' 

on Board

:ax. Deo. 2 —The annals of the 
ntam few stories of more re 
lie escapes from death than thaï 
recorded on the Can adeem 
ceainship Mount Tempie, WMch ght struck on Ironbound inland 
month of La Have river "a 

will be a total loss. ’ and
steamship had six hundred 

Sers and a crew of 150 men but 
in awful peril for many houre 

ibject to the extremity of „ • 
and privation not one perished
breadth re *aVed’ bUt °nly by a 

Mount Temple was bound from 
p to St. John. Off this coast 
ght a terrific southeast snow 
ra*fd; “ . caught the Mount 

I at Its height, when at three 
this morning the C. P. R. i]np” 
the La Have river, about s xtv «:st ,of this point. The Inow 
thmk that it was impossible to 

alf length aheaa. Capt. Booth- 
) was in command of the Mount 
. made the land at Klngsberg 
lies west of Ironbound island 
not know just where he 
saw that he had no busi 

is he knew he must be 
ff his course. At 
rned.

Was,

TJ16 blinding snow be- 
yet thicker as the Mount Tem- 
round, she struck again 

d hard and fast. As 
mnded a tremendous

and
the steam- 

. _ , sea wash-
her decks, smashing the boats 

iving only half of them fit for 
But no boat could have lived 

' sea anyway.
: were fired and rockets dis- 
[ in the hope of attracting at- 
and getting succor from the 

i They were heard on the land, 
thing could be done either 
pr on board, and the long wait 
till daylight. Then the pre

banks of land were seen not 
tan 75 feet away. The captain 
out to be Ironbound, an island 

mouth of La Have, oh which 
d families lived, and they about 
uarters of a mile from the

ea running tremendously high 
‘ wind was yet high, but is 
signs of moderating and it was 
impossible to use the boats 

re left in saving the passengers 
dr terror. was great as thev 
out on the broad Atlantic oh 
b and the great gulf between 
id^the high cliffs of Ironbound

Boothbry saw that his •4ivjng 
could not tie 

Ls. It was impossible- to lwwcr 
sengers down the steep sides 
Iner to the surging water be- 
Se determined to try landing 
>y a basket, rigged by a 
I buoy from the shin’s rail to 
of the cliff, 

one of the boats, and with al- 
perhuman efforts at last suc- 
n getting a cable from, the ship 
ihore ât the foot of the cliff, 
grer eyes the passengers watch- 
efforts of the seamen, hope al- 
gr with fear, and „ when at last 
de the cable secure on the land 
■e was a cheer from the ship’s 
irs that mingled With the 
hich still blew strongly, and 

i roar of the surf on the. rocky

?'*y

A brave crew

y the cable was made fast, 
ed from it was a boat with 
nnecting with the ship and the 
Captain Boôtby ordered that 

nen and children should first 
|re by the basket, which was 
>ve the waves and was infinite- 
perilous than making the pas- 
[ boats, for by this time it was 
pat the boats could be used, 
men and a child were the first 
; the passage on the aerial road 
Shore and safety. The inhabi- 
. Ironbound had come to- the 
the sailors, and they worked 

Kvard end of the basket road, 
score of sailors looked after 

l on the ship.
id fro went the basket, some- 
es carrying two passengers, 
en they were small carrying 
Meanwhile the boats were got 

The sea was subsiding, and 
. were sent down the long lad- 
r the ship’s side to the .boats 
below, and which were board- 

The officers 
w were at' it from one..o’clock 
this afternoon, 
ours passed the 630 men, wo- 
3 children were on Ironbound. 
day wore on the boats 'were 
)re and more, and it is esti- 
hat by them nearly half the 
fot ashore, the greater part 
nale portion having been for- 
in that way.
i only less difficult to get the 
ff the island than it hàd been 
them ashore from the Mount 

The steamer Trusty came 
e river for the people, but she 
•t get within one hundred feet 
sland. and it was slow work 
them off by boats, 
calm, but it was not easy af- 
i landing and in turn getting 
engers on board the Trusty.

much trouble.

When tho

The wa

rn Westminster Council
Westminster, Dec. 2.—-Civic 
tons today are as follows: For 
N. H. Keary was re-elected by 
tion : for school trustees, F. 
* T. J. Trapp and Thos. Turn-

acancies as aldermen, six of 
?nt board, A. W. Gray, A. Ge-r- 
Henley, J. R. Jardine, J". J- 
and B. W. Shlles are seeking 
m, while five new candidates, 
1er, W. E. Fales, A. Malins, M. 
and R. Wilson also were nom- 
Polling commences on Mon-

. 0.

bgton, Dec. 2.—The secretary 
reasury today sent to congress 
nates of appropriations requlr- 
ne fiscal year ending June 30, 
The figures show an Increase 
$9,891 over the estimates for 
d an increase of $56,220,646 

appropriations for 1907; This 
L however, jmjfrideficiencies 
kanent appropriations,

estimate ror all the executive
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^The Island of Vancouver—Its I 11

Mighty Future ••a
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Q PISLAND’S GREAT FUTURE

Hr a of Activity and Development 
Shortly to be Ushered in

1THE HOMESEEKER’S LAND

A Vast Treasure House of Natural Resources Occupying a Com
manding Position on the Seaboard of

Western America

1Vancouver Island’s Attractions for 
the British Retired Gentleman

An

7hr future of Vancouver Island! It 
, theme of absorbing interest. For, 

the most unimaginative, it 
be clear that in the territory 

i there will be enacted during the 
decade the most stirring scenes of 

nercial and industrial devolpment 
v i, h have yet been observed on any 

r-sized area on the continent of

An interesting article in a British ex
change deals with the estate of a re- 

ja tired captain in the Royal Navy on Van- 
couver Island, where he has lived for 

C the past twenty-nine years. At the
end of those twenty-nine years Captain 

) J Barkley, at the age of seventy-nine, is 
a magnificent specimen of an English
man and a sailor—upstanding, vigorous 

“A magnificent roaring river, with ‘by the great horn spoon,” he wasn’t arid good to look upon, furnishing in his 
a picturesque sandbar, mountains afraid of • anybody. He really didn’t own personality abundant testimony to
steeped in glorious blue haze and a say ‘by the great horn spoon,’ but thf healthfulness of the (ÿen-^ir col-
sort of shrunken town, with dozens that is as near his language as I can onlal which has been his for over

use to a lady,” the Gold CommissionerJ^arterof a century as well as, per-
apologetically explained. “jnt b°ef0re service that

“Oh, I have had a little experience I Vancouver Island is a part of the 
with that kind of ‘horn spoons,’ ” I province of British Columbia, the west-
said. “I visited once at an army post ernmost portion of the British Domin-
X»,barn v,r> a onnnt,’ tho ions in North America, and when Cap*ZZll . y had t0 h°m Sp0°n the j tain Barkley first made up his mind 
mule°- 1 to settle there he spent a year looking

“Well, Johnson kept bragging so' about him and spying out the land,
that the bbys wouldn't hàvé been hu- with the result that he finally decided
man if they hadn’t’ determined to call a farm of about 200 acres on the
his bluff Somehow Or other while **ne Che Esquimalt & Nanaimo rail-ms oiuti. bomerww qr otner, wmie road about forty miles from Victoria,
the man had never appeared to be a capital of the province, 
coward, they suspected there was a Of - thex 200 acres, 35 acres were cleared 
yellow streak in him all • right that and fenced, all the rest being completely 
wasn’t gold.
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1as at present arranged—to ports in the 

Orient; a saving of four or five hours’ 
time in the voyage to the Antipodes; a 
great reduction of the time taken to 
make the journey to the Queen Char
lotte Islands, the northern British Co
lumbia seaboard and Alaska—all this 
Vancouver Island offers to the trans
portation magnates who are struggling 
for supremacy in this field of endeavor.

When will it awaken to a realization 
of its great destiny? The hour has al
ready struck; and signs are r|ot wantr 
ing that we need now concern ourselves 
but little about its future welfare, be
yond being wide-awake to take advan
tage of the multidudinous opportunities 
which will rapidly present themselves.

C. A. GREGG.

culated. The same advantages can be 
obtained for other parts of the province 
if only efficient protection is afforded 
to the game.

There is every reason to expect that 
where British Columbia now has one 
tourist it will have hundreds years 
hence. There is plenty of room for 
them and if the big game is only pro
perly protected the direct revenue will 
pay all the cost of such protection.

A weak point in the act is pointed 
out by Mr. Williams who urges amend
ment^ WM the Exception of all muni
cipalities and the electoral districts of 
Greenwood, Grand Forks, Simalkameen, 
Kamloops, Okanagan and Fernie the 
whole of the province is unorganized 
and in such districts exemptions are 
made in favor of miners and Indians 
killing game for their own food. This 
affords a loophole of which advantage 
is taken. Experience has shown that 
there are men capable of pretending to 
be miners for the purpose of escaping 
the fee and that the Indians and miners 
abuse their privileges..

As becomes a man ih his responsible 
position Mr. Williams endeavors

Resident license fees or a gun license 
pointed out as means by whichare

funds for game protection could be 
found and what is needed most—pro
tection for . the small game and the of empty houses and block upon block 
birds could then be given. of empty stores.”

Finally Mr. -Williams reviews the ef- The Gold Commissioner laughed, 
feet of the last season on the different “When I first saw the town, ’way 
species of g^me, Mountain sheep are fbaxik" in the early sixties,” he said* 
doing well; wapiti are increasing on ‘there were between five and six 
the mainland though their position on thousand miners, traders and gam- 
the Island is doubtful as viewsk differ biers there, housed almost entirely in 
moose are doing weü and so are cari- tents and shacks. Every race and 
though their numbers are sadly reduç- -every color and both, sexes were re
ed, moose are doing well and so are cari- presented in the population, all bent 
bou; mountain goats are-holding their on winning gold from the sands of 
own; reports of deer are generally fav- the Fraser River. Do you know any- 
orable; bear need protection; beaver thing about a frontier mining camp?”

increasing under protection ; wild “Nothing except what I have 
fowl are decreasing and need the sane- learned from Bret Harte, Jack Lon- 
tuary of preserves; pheasants are, do- don and half dozen minirig-camp 
ing well ; black, game and capercailzie plays.”
have been introduced though the sue- The Gold Commissioner snorted, 
cess of the experiment has still to be “Bret Harte is all right,” he said, 
proved. There were 76 birds brought “but I should feel mighty sorry for 
out, *of which 19 died before release, any mining camp in British Columbia 
Numbers have been seen at intervals that couldn’t show ipore thorough- 
apparently in perfect condition and it brecte, in both better and worse speci- 

t is quite probable that the experiment mens of humanity, than there are in 
to 1 will have satisfactory results. The most stories and plays.

1
.America.

Hundreds of newspaper articles have
linen written and the most authoritative 
datii produced in support of this con
tention; and it is not, therefore, the 

of this article to attempt to
1

purpose
pd.l to the information already avail
able. but rather to assist the reader in 

a mental survey of the situa-

■1.1 a
:5making

ti.-m as it presents itself today and to 
forecast what the future promises.

In the first place, it will be conceded

Imm

■ mH• wild and heavily timbered, but land of 
the first quality, with 12 feet to 16 feet 
of good alluvial soil free from stones. 
There was some stock on the place, 
with Indifferent farm buildings; but 
with his son and two young English 
friends the purchaser started at once 
to improve 
other kind
fencing, and enlarging 
putting up new buildii 
elude one barn 60 feet by 40 feet by 45 
feet in dimensions.

Only occasionally was additional la
bor obtainable, but at the end of five 
years—years of hard but healthy and 
thoroughly enjoyable work—the place 
had been immensely improved, and then 
an additional 265 acres were secured 
close by, consisting entirely of un
cleared land, with an excellent trout 
stream running through.

The new property was fenced, still by 
the labor of the father, son and two 
friends (and it took 18,000 cedar rails 
to do it), and made into a cattle run. 
The new house was built, and, mean
while, the farm work and the clearing 
and improving of the property went on, 
When the new building was finished the 
proprietor took up his residence there 
with his daughter and son-in-law, turn
ing over the original house and the bulk 
of the estate to his son.

That estate is now a first-class prop
erty of over 400 acres of the very best 
land, with good buildings and a mag
nificent herd of red-polled Suffolk cattle, 
150 sheep, horses, pigs, etc., besides 
orchards, farm and pasture land. The 
total cost of of the land with , all im
provements, cattle and other stock, was 
$12,500. The land and buildings, with
out any of the stock are now valued at 
$55,000. In addition to the money In
vested, however, there has also gone in
to the property 20 years of honest work; 
but work which all who have 
ed in it declare to have been 
element in the most enjoyable of lives.

And that is a lesson which can never 
be preached too insistently, namely that 
success is only to be acheived*ln any

lthat in respect to the possession in 
abundance of the prime resources 
which are the basic source of all wealth 
Vancouver Island occupies a unique 

uai tion compared with any other por- 
of territory of the same size Ox.

"Johnson started out the same as 
usual and everything went all right 
until he was about three miles from 
camp. I don’t know how Johnson 
felt about it, for he never talked 
about it afterwards, but if I had been 
carrying the big pile of nuggets and 
gold dust that he was, I should have 
had both trigger fingers ready for ac- 

I tion . on the quickest firing pair of

BIG GAME
i Views of Mr. A. Bryan Williams as 

to Measures for Preserving Same

The Chief Game and Forest Warden, 
Mr. A. Bryan Williams, thinks the pre-

tion
this continent.

the property and make an- 
of a place of it—clearing 

’ the house, and 
ngs,

4\ %
We are at present producing in im

mense quantity the finest coal in Wes
tern America; and as yet the store
house of our fuel deposits beneath the 
surface of the earth have only beet:, 
scratched—r-thousands of acres in yari- 

parts of the Island are known to 
be coal-bearing; and in a comparative
ly brief period, we will see our present 
output of this class of fuel doubled, il 
not trebled.

Then, let us turn for a moment to a 
consideration of our vast timber tracts. 
The ablest experts have computed that 
on Vancouver Island are located the 
finest and most valuable, marketable 
lumber resources on the western hem 
isphere. The eyes of. the great timber- 
merchants of the continent have “dis^ 
covered” this promising field for their 
attention, and, as a consequence, we 
have the most absolute assurance that 
before another year has passed there 
will be in operation on the Island ar 
increased number of the largest milling 
enterprises in- America, if not in the, 
world.

which in-
i
i
|

;
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Consider next what a rich harvest 

the sea promises to yield when capital 
and enterprise shall have determined, 
to exploit from the shores of Vancou-. 
ver Island this asset on a comprehen
sive scale. Recent ventures on. the 
part of a local syndicate have demon
strated that at almost any point along 

^ur long stretch of coast; line salmon 
tanneries can be successfully operated. 
The existing enterprises in this-direc- 
tion are but the forerunners of many 
others which will be. established wh<n; 
<h*<?we«lth>5wM*h *ttae ejdjatfenfc.swateSre- 
V.old shall- have attracted its proper 
share of attention. Only a: year or twe 
ago absolute ignorance prevailed as to 
the fortune which lay unsought in our 
waters in respect to the catching of 
whales. Today we possess the greatest 
whaling stations in the world; and the 
enterprising spirits who were respon
sible for the inauguration of the in
dustry are reaping the splendid reward 
which they, so richly deserve.

'

m ■participat- 
the chief m
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ml new land by those who are willing to 
work; but, by the unanimous opinion of 
those who' have worked and succeeded, 

done for the buildini

:
fell

Isgj!
1 WL

g up of 
wilderness 

(always provided the wilderness has, as 
here, a good climate and agreeabe nat
ural features), the work becomes not a 
burden, but a delight. No one could 
visit Captain Barkley’s place, or see or 
talk with him without being assured 
that the life which he has made for 
himself is a good life.

The chief difficulty here as in so 
many other places is the scarcity of 
labor. That is a condition, however, 
which is rapidly improving, as an evi
dence of which may be cited the fact 
that when Captain Barkley bought his 
original farm he secured the establish
ment of a post office with the appoint
ment of himself as postmaster. During- 
the first few years the average monthly 
sales of stamps amounted to about 75 
cents. Now they average some $17;50.

ii when It Is 
your own property in theH Ü ^

m
/ t *-
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.•ff

j- 5‘ii.

■S 5; mm
That the Island is rich in precious 

minerals is the firm opinion of all com
petent observers; but, as yet, we know 
practically nothing about these 
sources, beyond the fact that wherever 
the prospector has gone with his pick 
and magnifying glass he has brought 
back ample evidence of the existence of 
valuable mineral deposits. It is true 
that several mines are being success
fully operated at one or more points 
easily accessible; but, when the area of 
the Island is taken into consideration, 
it is indisputable that we are really in 
almost as great ignorance of its min
eral bearing possibilities as we are pf 
the resources of Tibet.

It is probably correct to say that 
there are few countries in the world 
which place so many barriers against 
man’s efforts to “get at the facts” as 
Vancouver Island. A land unique in its 
rough and broken topography, it adds 
to the disabilities which this feature 
implies a density of forest growth un
paralleled in America.

That we have an immense quantity 
of all the raw material necessary for 
the successful operation on these shores 
of great iron and steel works, is well 
known; and it may be mentioned just 
here that only the other day the en
gineering correspondent of the London 
Times made the prediction that the 
scene of the next great activity in the 
iron and steel industry on the continent 
of America would be on Vancouver 
Island.

fclI
-, i El; mm

Chinese labor was at one time avail
able; but that for some years has been 
practically unobtainable, as *he result 
of legislation the wisdom of > which is 
much in dispute. Of late Japanese la
bor has been becoming abundant; but 
it is uncertain whether the supply of that 
may not also be cut off. There is an 
excellent opening for ordinary English 
farm hands, who are certain of steady 
work, good pay and pleasant surround
ings. Whether for the gentleman of 
moderate means who desires a healthy 
open-air life and wishes to build up a 
fine property for hlzpself, or for the 
man of yet more limited resources with 
some experience in farming (especially 
in fruit and orchard work), and with 
the small capital necessary to acquire ' 
fifteen acres coupled with a willingness 
to work, or for the farm hand, it is 
doubtful if any part of the Empire holds 
out better promise than does this coun
try.
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Fhoto by Fleming BrosV

“ The Fallen Monarch Fine Specimen of Elk Killed in Interior of Vancouver Island. The controlling factor in the climate 
of the Island and of the neighboring 
seaboard of the mainland of British 
Columbia ft» the Japanese Current, which 
after sweeping across the Pacific Ocean 
strikes the North American continent 
at this point and, washing the shores 
with Its warm waters, so tempers the 
climate that, while a few hundred miles 
inland the temperature In winter is al
most* Siberian, here on the coast it has 
been justly compared to that of the 
south coast of Devon.

The west wind reaches the land laden 
with warmth, even In mid-winter, and 
so magical is its efféct that when some
times several inches of snow may have 
fallen during the night (though snow is 
comparatively infrequent here), a Chi
nook wind, as this western wind is lo
cally called, will melt it in an hour or 
two. When the wind is blowing, one 
jnay see the westward face of a moun
tain snow-clad, and then watch it while 
the white mantle dissolves visibly be
fore one’s eyes, and the dark background 
of the vegetation-covered slopes emerges 
into view.

The first mountain barrier inland, 
destroys the virtue of the Chi-

& i
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guns I could get in thè- territory, for 
that stretch, just three miles from 
camp, was about* as ‘boogerish’ as 
you could . find anywhere within ten 
miles. But I’ll do Johnson the justice 
to. say that I don’t believe he was 
afraid, probably because he -never had 
had any cause to be.

“In the very early days of the. 
settlement at Yale, it was a pretty 
warm proposition. Every saloon had 
its gambling outfit, and the places 
were always full to -suffocation. The 
good element was numerically large, 
but it was dominated by those whoso 
trade it was to bully,7 beat, rob and 
slay. But much of that had passed 
away by the time I arrived on the 
scene. Guns were in evidence, of 
course,* in hip pockets and holsters, 
and hold-ups and highway robberies 
were pulled off occasionally just to 
keep travellers on the alert.

“A man shows what stuff he is 
made of mighty quick when he gets 
into a mining camp,” the Gold Com- 
inissioner went on, as he pulled his 
cap down over his eyes. “IC à man 
is a coward it shows quick; if he is 
a sneak, or a bully, it shows quicker; 
but if he is a braggart, it shows 
quickest of all. And the braggart is 
in for more knocks than all the rest 
put together.

“All of which leads up to Johnson. 
Johnson isn’t his name, but that 
doesn’t matter. It was twenty years 

before the railroad was built,

sent non-resident license of $50 for big bring home to the authorities the im- grouse season was poor. Prohibiting 
game should be given consideration in pprtance of the question of game pre- the sale Jras saved ti^em from utter de- 
the near future. Some of the tourists serves. “At the present time there can pletion but the advisability of shorten- 
had themselves suggested an increase, be found small territories in almost ev- ing the season, shoul.d;be also be consid- 
provided sufficient protection was af- ery district which are unoccupied and ered. Quail has no£ been a success in 
forded the game. Thosef who hunt big there is nothing to hinder their thor- the province. Numbers of European 
game ih British Columbia are gener- ough protection. This is not liable to partridge are reportai as , doing well 
ally in'a position to pay a license fee be the case for many years and the but the year proved,,an unusually bad 
of over $100, ç.nd would willingly do so necessity of creating these reserves, one for prairie chicken, 
for the privilege of hunting m a coun- while it can be done, cannot be too 
try where there is such a /Variety of strongly urged.” Noted sportsmen, in 
valuable big game, if they7could only addition to influential residents, have 
rely on not finding it all hunted out taken an interest in the matter, and 
by Indians and irresponsible whites, urged the benefits accruing to such 
If the game of British Columbia was reserves in other countries. “That such 
protected in a thorough manner for a sanctuaries for game would ensure 
few years then the sport obtained in some of our most valuable species from 
the Province, in comparison with the destruction and also assist in keeping 
rest of the continent, would be well the surrounding country well stocked 
worth even a, $150 license. In this is not the only benefit to be derived 
connection Mr. Williams quotes the from such a policy. The game in any 
total “bag,” made by twenty-one peo- well protected reserve soon becomes 
pie who hunted in Cassiar last season so tame that anybody, man, woman or 
as follows: Seventeen moose, sixty- child can have an opportunity of 
three sheep, twenty-nine caribou, se- ing and watching it. There are num- 
venteen goats, six grizzly bear, eleven bers of people who either are unable or 
black bear, one black fox, one cross have not the means of taking a costly 
fox, and a number of red foxes. The j hunting trip who côuld and would take 
whole was obtained in a few weeks’ the greatest pleasure in spending a 
hunting and could have been doubled I short holiday in the vicinity of some 
if the tourists had all had previous ’ game reserve where they could have 
experience in hunting and been desir- a chance of seeing such game as moun-

Surely tain sheep, or even deer or goats. » It 
would also prove an attraction for all 
classes of tourists.”

Both on Vancouver Island and on the 
mainland much game is- destroyed by 
wolves, cougars, etc. Mr. Williams be
lieves that ten times the amount of 
game is killed in a year by such pests 
than all the tourist;?, put together. There 
is no bounty on wolves in unsettled 
districts and the Chief Game Warden 
believes if a $10 bounty were placed 
upon them many would be destroyed.
The bounty on cougars, now $7.50 
should be raised to $10, and it should 
not be necessary to destroy the whole 
head to obtain the bounty, thus ren
dering the skin worthless. The eagles 
might be thinned by poisoning.

It has been established beyond doubt, 
contrary to an impression which pre
vailed for many years, that we have 
agricultural and fruit-hefting land in 
large quantities; and we^know with a 
certainty that almost immediately a 
considerable proportion of this area will 
l e thrown open to the farmer, the set
tler. and the homeseeker on the caV 
-u initiation of the project wlfich the 

o nadian Pacific Railway Company has 
id hand to this end. - x

:

“He was going along Whistling — 
whistling, just think of that!— as if 
Dull Care wefe on the ovtlier side of 
the mountains; when, suddenly three 
men rose up behind the t^oulders cm 
one sidé of the road and began to 
shoot at him. They did riot even or
der him to throw up his, hands. They 
just got down to bùsiness without 
any waste of.words.

“Johrison let out a yell, oh, such; a 
yell!” and the Gold Commissioner's 
big, bass laugh boomed out over the 
sage-brush vallèy. “He threw him
self upon his" horse’s; neck, clasped 
his arms around it, and digging his 
spuçs into the beast’s side, started 
back towards camp, yelling all the 
way. That is the shape he came into 
camp a little later, kicking up a ter
rible row and making people think 
the Shu swap Indians had broken 
loose. “Of course, you know, the

The report marks a stage of progress 
in protective work in British Columbia 
froiri which sportsmen all over the Do
minion will expect great things. The 
work already done l)y Mr. Williams is 
most important and promises great re
sults for the future, particularly if he 
is accorded the assistance from the 
authorities he has the right to expect 
and which the sportsmen of British 
Columbia will endeavor to obtain for 
him.

.

Sufficient has, perhaps, now been 
Fair! to again remind the reader that, 
in respect to its natural resources, 
Vancouver Island is rich beyond ^pm- 
l-utation. Turn we now to the briefest 
< nnsideration of its position on the 
>» aboard. Its location gives it the key 
to the Pacific; and just as surely as 
t a te decreed the mighty destiny of 
the British Isles, and the rise ofr Japan 
among the Powers of the earth, for the 
a me considerations of geographical 
ituation just so surely has fate de
reed that, the area within the borders 

"t this Island will be chosen as the 
i ena where will be witnessed the grea- 

|0st industrial, and commercial activity 
•ff any point on the shores of Western 
A merica.

At the gateway of Puget Sound—that 
line artery piercing the western shore 
f the continent as does the St. Law

rence on the Atlantic; on the main 
highways which lead across the ocean 
t o the Antipodes and the * Orient ; in 
he direct path of the traffic which 
lows from Alaska and the northern 

seaboard of British Columbia—Vancou
ver Island stands absolutely unrivalled 
in respect to its strategical utility for 
'he mighty enterprises which engage 
* he attention of mankind in this corner 
of trie world. „

A saving of 24 hours in the voyag<

however,
nook, and eastward of the Coast range 
its effects are comparatively little felt. 
Under the mild guardianship, then, of 
the Japanese Current and its breezes. 
Vancouver Island knows no extremes of 
hot or cold. It has a very heavy rain
fall, counterbalanced by brilliant sun
shine in summer, and is covered for the 
most part with dense timber, chiefly 
conifers, among which the Douglas pine 
and the American white cedar (Thuja 
gigantea) are the most conspicuous. 
Both of these trees grow here to an im
mense size, a height of 300 feet being 
nothing abnormal with the former, 
while Its straight trunk rises with hard
ly more taper than a stone column to 
more than half the total altitude of the 
tree, being still sometimes more than 
20 feet in girth at more than 100 feet 
from the ground.

Unlike most regions of heavy vegeta
tion, Vancouver Island enjoys an al
most complete freedom from insect 
peats, venomous snakes and dangerous 
wild animals, while on the other hand 
It furnishes abundance of good sport 
both for gun and rod. It Is, in fact, a 
land where Englishmen find things much 
to their taste, and when Englishmen of 
the type of Captain Barkley go there to 
make their homes, they seldom fall 
either to prosper materially or to find 
health and enjoyment.

A CHANGE OF HEART

An Anecdote of the Early Days on 
the Fraser Rivejr.

The best place in which to hear a 
man laugh who really knows how 1 to or more
laugh is out on the trail. There are and everything had to. corné in anir 
trails, but to one who has ever fol- ■ 8o out by pony express that could Gold Commissioner added parenthet- 
lowed a trail that winds in and out, not go down the river by canoe, for ically, lor ^ the benefit of the mind 
of mountain valleys, the word ’trail’ i it was before the days of the stage feminine, ‘they had only powder in 
never means-any other setting. The ! coach even. Johnson was the pony their guns. But Johnson never knew 
Gold Commissioner1 knows how to i express for Yale. ' that. Somehow, nobody ever felt

$

ous of making a slaughter, 
such sport is worth more than the pre
sent license!

A non-resident fishing license would 
also have increased the revenue.

Returns show that 110 game licenses 
were issued, including sixty-nine big 
game and forty-one limited licenses 
bringing in a total revenue of $3,650, 
in comparison with $2,720 for 190$ and 
$1,700 for 1904.

Mr. Williams takes up the question 
of the non-resident showing that in ad
dition to paying- for his sport he also 
does no harm to the game. At Lillooet 
where some twenty-five hunters out
fitted last season, a very considerable 
difference was made to the condition 
of the people by the money thusz cir-

in town carried Hk® telling him.laugh.. He does not chuckle, nor
chortle, nor, on the other hand, does1 a gun somewhere in his clothes, and 
he guffaw. But on that day in Jufiy i was not at all backward about letting gérons man. 
when we “hit the trd.il” together for ; people understand- he knew how to 
a few hours, his laugh boomed out, use it. But Johnson tried just the op- 
big and musical, entirely in, keeping ’ posite tack. He not only did not 
with the cloudless, deep turquoise 6f , carry a gun, but he boasted that he 
the sky, the great foothills of the j did not know how to use one. More- 
Gold Range that lay browning in the i over, he always told when he was go- 
sun, and the mighty current of the 
great Thompson sleeping grandly 
along beside the trail.

“When you passed through Yale,” 
said the Gold Commissioner, “what 
kind of a place did you find?”

“Nearly every man
“After that he became a most dan- 

He never went any
where without a gun, and as he was 
almost as afraid of it as a woman, 
everybody felt nervous about his pull- 
in it out. ’ That joke not only took all 
the nerve he ever had, and worked a 
total change of mind in Johnson, 
but it cost the .Government some
thing beside, for he never would stir 
a foot out of town ‘after that with 
any kind of a load, unless, he was ac
companied by a bodyguard.”—Mae 
Harris Anson, in the Bellman.

!

ing to start out with an especially 
valuable load, and when he had a lot 
of nuggets he would, like as not men
tion the amount.

“Johnson laughed at the idea that 
he might ever be held up. He said,
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