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When A Battle

Has Been Lost
DERELICTS TO BE DESTROYED.

Twenty-seven Floating Hulks Menace 
Safety of Shipping.

Washington, D. C., March 10.—Some 
idea of the severity of the winter sea­
son just drawing to a close may be 
gathered from the fact that the navy 
department is now confronted with the 
necessity of seeking out and promptly 
destroying no fewer than twenty-seven 
ocean derelicts which are drifting 
about in the great ocean lanes from 
Santiago to Newfoundland and endan­
gering shipping entering and departing 
from Atlantic ports. The last Congress 
provided that one vessel should be set 
apart for this special service, and it is 
probable that the Lebanon, a 3,000-ton 
collier, will be fitted out for this work 
at the Portsmouth, N. H., navy yard.

able Kuropatkin to gather his forces and 
break through. He is said to have been 
a spectator at Sedan, and it is believed 
the memories of those days will suffice 
to convince him of the hopelessness of 
the struggle.

No further news of any kind has 
reached London. According to one re­
port, Kuropatkin’s last despatch was 
sent from Tie pass, and says he will al­
most immediately transfer his headquar­
ters to Harbin.

The Daily Telegraph’s Tokio corre­
spondent asserts that the Russians are 
completely ignorant of the movements 
of the Japanese and that the appearance 
of the latter n the Sinmintin district 
was a complete surprise. Kuropatkin’s 
disaster, the correspondent adds, was 
due to an inefficient intelligence depart­
ment.

THE NEW YORK STRIKE. Cedarbank In
From ScotlandLatest Light on 

The War Situation
New York, March 10.—Despite the 

sensational report^ that organized dem­
onstrations would be made by strikers 
against the men who have taken their 
places in the subway and the elevated 
lines which were circulated during the 
night, no trouble of any kind has occur­
red today.

tion t

Retreat From Mukden Recalls 
Horrors of What Followed 

Llaoyang Defeat.
Cargo Ship Arrived Last Night 

Loaded With General Mer- 
chandlse.

formers 
■toi In

CROWN PRINCE’S MARRIAGE.
Frederick William of Germany to Wed 

in June Next.
Berlin, March 10.—Actording to semi­

official statement given out at Schwerin, 
the marriage of Crown prince Freder­
ick William and Duchess Cecilia will 
take place in Berlin on June 6.

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK, MARCH 10,-THE RUSSIAN MIN- $ 
5 ISTER TO DENMARK, M. 1SWOLSKY, STARTED TONIGHT FOR • 
2 ST. PETERSBURG. THE AUTHORITIES THERE DESIRE TO • 
• HAVE THE BENEFIT OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OF JAPAN, GAINED ; 
2 WHILE HE WAS MINISTER AT TOKIO.

Vanquished and Victors Looted 
Walled City and Death Reap­

ed Harvest.

Liner Dakota Will Call at Hong­
kong on wey to Sound 

From Atlantic.
lent But 
iment’s

0
PILOT COMMISSIONERS TO MEET.
Convention Will Probably Be Held 

Next Week.

'-The retreat from Mukden will be an 
awful one; death will ride heavy over 
the demoralized armies, beaten in a 
twelve-day battle, as they seek safety 
in the strongholds at Tieh-ling (Tie 
pass). The horrors of Liaoyang and 
the retreat to Mukden—which Russians 
regarded as a nightmare—will doubt­
less be repeated, if far worse does not 
befal, in the frenzied flight of the de­
feated army. The great circling army 
of Oyama, drawn tighter day by day, 
has forced defeat upon the Russians, 
and, if it is not stretched too thinly, 
may cut the retreat of Kuropatkin’s 
broken army. True, desperate men fight 
fiercely. I have seen most stubborn 
fights made by Russian regiments 
against odds—and the retreating army 
may cut its way, with loss, to tempor­
ary safety at Tieh-ling.

Mukden will be pillaged. The writer 
will never forget the scenes he witness­
ed in the dawn of an early September 
morning when the Japanese dashed 
into Liaoyang. The scenes at Mukden 
will, doubtless, parallel those which fol­
lowed the defeat at Liaoyang. Then I 
came to a thirty-foot wall, and from 
the towered gate came thirty or more 
unarmed Russians, drunken, with arms 
filled with loot. These were shot down 
in cold blood and their bodies hurled 
into the little stream which washes the 
city wall.

An extract from a letter describing 
that last day, when the retreat com­
menced at Liaoyang, portraying scenes 
similar to those which are doubtless 
occurring at Mukden, taken from the 
columns of the Morning Post, may be 
of interest :

“That last night of Liaoyang, before 
the tri-colored flags gave way to the 
red balls over the Chinese houses, was 
one of horror. The heavens had been 
colored red by upshooting flames, the 
metal roofs and grey brick walls 
of the Russian houses reflecting the 
glare. The castellated walls of the na­
tive city were in the gloom; it was 
silent but for the ribald songs of ca­
rousing looters and an occasional 
shriek, often the death cry, of an un­
fortunate Chinaman. To the south, 
where the occasional blood-red tongues 
leaped at intervals and irregulàr rows 
of darting flame-flashes alone lit the 
night, there was the rattle of the rifles, 

rolling fitfully and afterwards in

A 'BANKER’S SUICIDE.
Richmond, Va., March 10.—Augustus 

H. Cobb, banker and half owner of the 
Suffolk knitting mills, committed sui­
cide in his office at Suffolk today by 
shooting himself through the head. 
The cashier of his bank absconded 
some months ago, but his shortage did 
not impair its soundness.

There was trot one arrival from sea yes­
terday, the British ship Cedarbank, 2,649 
tons, Captain Bachelor, 140 days from 
Greenock, with general cargo for Victoria 
end Vancouver. She brings a large amosnt 
of firebrick in her cargo, which consists 
for the most part of general merchandise. 
The steamer Iyo Maru of the Nippon Yu- 
sen Keleha line, which was scheduled to 
sail outward yesterday for the Orient, did 
not call on her way from Seattle to Yoko- 

t is not 1m- ha ma. The steamer had a cargo of be- 
be decided tween 6,000 and 7,000 tons of general 

freight. Raw cotton, flour and structural 
steel form the greater part of the Iyo’s 
cargo, although her manifest shows a large 
number of articles, from a box of silk 
worms to samples of minerals for mining 
exhibits.

Her cotton consignment consists of 5,378 
bales, valued at $310,579, of the raw ma­
terial, and 1,440

some time next week. It is understood Forty-two thousand sacks of flour, valued 
that a proposal will be made to have fit $25,950, are also beneath her hatches, 
the three ports of Victoria, Vancouver and the weight of the structural steel car- 
and Nanaimo under one authority, In rled ls 2’4^9 tons. Anoth^ of the largerconsignments consists of 35,771 copper ln-

MRS. STANFORD'S DEATH.
Verdict of Murder Will Not Be Ac­

cepted as Final.

1 Author 
mmon

(By Associated Press.)
The fate of the Russian army of upwards of a quarter of a million men 

and two thousand pieces of artillery, with which It was confidently expect­
ed General Kuropatkin and his lieutenants could prevent the advance of the 
Japanese beyond the Shakhe and Hun rivers’ positions, Is still In the balance. 
They have been driven from these positions and are now rushing northward 
towards Tie pass, around which are high hills which were prepared for de­
fence after the battle of Liaoyang In September, there being no hope at 
that time that the Japanese would allow the defeated army to rest south 
of the Tie pass. That the Russians have lost many guns and large quan­
tities of ammunition and supplies is. certain, for with but a single track 
railway to the north It would be impossible to remove the large stores 
which had been gathered together at Mukden. These, it seemed, would be 
destroyed. •

The Japanese have not yet reported their 'capture of guns, which they 
do almost Immediately. But It seems hardly likely that Kuropatkin could 
have removed all of his artillery. On the 1st of January 1,500 guns, Includ­
ing a number of six and eight Inch guns on cement foundations, were In 
position, straddling the railway Just north of Shakhe station. In addi­
tion a large number of guns arrived in Mukden during January and Feb­
ruary, so that the Russian artillery when the battle started must have 
numbered nearly 2,000 pieces. It is likely that Kuropatkin has sacrificed 
some of these and is bending all his energies to extricating his army. That 
his task is a difficult one all the despatches indicate, but Russian sym­
pathizers point to his retreat from Liaoyang, where conditions were op­
posed to him. The retreat from Liaoyang was accomplished during a ter­
rible rainstorm over roads hub deep In mud, while at the present time the 
Manchurian roads are frozen hard as a stone and have been worn smooth as 
asphalt by the continual passage of the big, wide-tired commis­
sary wagons.

The result of Oyama’s great turning movement depends almost entire­
ly upon Kawamura’s army, which has not yet been definitely located, al­
though supposed to be moving from the east towards Kuropatkin’s line of 
retreat. Should he reach the military road, which runs in an almost direct 
line from Fushun to TJie pass, before the passage of the Russian army, the 
circle will be complete, as Nogl’s guns already command the railway and 
should soon control the Mandarin road, which is but a short distance east of 
the railway and runs parallel with It. The army of General Kaulbar’s, which 
has been pressed back across the western pldin, fighting every Inch of 
ground, is moving north to protect the line of retreat from the attacks from 
thé westward, while General Bilderling is protecting the rear against 
Generals Oku and Nodzu, and Linevitch is doing his best to hold the mili­
tary road against Kuroki. They have numbers against them, but have suc­
ceeded against odds In similar retreats before. The appearance 'of General 
Kawamura would render futile all their efforts. General Rennenkampff’s 
force of somewhat less than 10,000 men, which has been operating on the ex­
treme left, Is In a precarious position, but the force Is a mobile one and the 
officers know the mountains well.

The date for the convention of pilot 
commissioners, mention of which was 
made In the Colonist some days ago, 
will probably be fixed before the end of 
the week.

It has not yet been settled whether 
the convention shall take place in this 
city or In Vancouver, but 11 
probable that Victoria will 
upon as the most suitable place for 
such an Important meeting.

Considerable correspondence has 
been going on In reference to the mat­
ter during the past few days, and It is 
said that arrangements are now all but 
complete.

The meeting will probably be called

San Francisco, March 10.—Mount- 
ford Wilson, the legal representative of 
the Stanford estate. In an Interview 
with the Associated Press, has author­
ized the following: “Although the cor­
oner’s jury at Honolulu concluded that 
Mrs. Stanford was the victim of a mur­
der, we are as yet unprepared to ac­
cept this judgment as final. I do not 
know as yet, nor do the police or de­
tectives investigating the case, but 
that Mrs. Stanford died from natural 
causes. We> have the opinion of a 
half dozen physicians to the effect that 
the symptoms attendant just previous 
to the death of Mrs. Stanford would In­
dicate that she died of angina pectoris, 
a disease of the heart causing the most 
acute agony. This, however, has In 
no way Influenced us in the lines of in­
vestigation pursued In the hope of 
solving the mystery.”
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f FISHERMAN DROWNED.
Fell Out of Sloop Off Graham Island 

s^nd Mikado Had One Subject Less.
Captain A. A. Sears, of the steamer 

Iroquois, operating between Sidney and 
Nanaimo, via the gulf islands, reports 
that on last Sunday night a Japanese 
fisherman lost his life at the north end 
of Galiano Island. The fisherman was 
out with his sloop, and In some manner 
fell from the boat. He was unable to 
regain his craft and drowned. The 
body was not recovered.

not

bales of1 cotton duck.

which case, as was pointed out by a tg

S&SSSSsS! -S a e v &sxa position to make regulations tor tne Maru> whlch wlll arrive in about three
weeks.benefit of Victoria.Needy Fairbanks.—Some days ago 

the Colonist told the awful news that a 
whiskey famine prevailed at Fairbanks, 
the central town of the Tanana gold 
fields, or rather, the fields where Seat­
tle papers allege gold has been found. 
But whiskey is not the only article of 
which there is a shortage at Fairbanks. 
Yesterday the Colonist received a copy 
of the Fairbanks Semi-Weekly News 
through the mails. It had no stamps on 
the wrapper, as customary, but a print­
ed slip was pasted thereon, which read: 
“No stamps available. Postage account 
settled at Fairbanks P. O.”

Advices were received yesterday that the 
steamer Tacoma, so well known là this 
port. Is still fast In the Ice of Soya 
straits. A private letter dated on Febru­
ary 15 has been received from one of the 
crew. He said that all on board were 
wel., -though low-ppirited because of their 
detention in the ice.

THE GAME LAW.
The Game Act is to be amended in a 

number of important respects. One pro­
vision will be generally commended, and 
that relates to the protection of the 
beaver. This animal is rapidly qn the 
decrease and owing to the inroads of 
Indians, trappers, prospectors and others 
is liable soon to extinction. The elk is 
likely, too, to be exterminated and spe­
cial provision should be made for its 
preservation. In this connection, the 
proposal several times made for the set­
ting apart of a tract of land, as a, special 
game reserve, is worthy of serious con­
sideration. The ‘Corbin experiment in 
the Eastern States has demonstrated 
what is possible in this way, and it 
seems to be entirely practicable in Bri­
tish Columbia on a large scale. As 
pointed out by Hon. Mr. Fulton, game 
is a valuable asset and should be 
served in every way possible.

AN AUDACIOUS CRIMINAL.
Cottage Grove, March 10.—In 

mail of the city marshal of this place 
yesterday -was a letter purporting to be 
written by John Fletcher, stating that 
the writer was tired of life and had de­
cided to commit suicide, and telling the 
marshal where to find the’ body. Fletch­
er was found as indicated with a bullet 
wound in his head, but alive. Develop­
ments tend to show that he was shot by 
John Branton who, it is said, wrote the 
letter, the crime being for the purpose of 
getting life insurance of $3,000 payable 
to Branton on Fletcher’s death. Bran- 
ton, while walking on the road, it is 
claimed, borrowed Fletcher’s revolver on 
the pretext of wanting to kill a wild
animal. He then, according to Fletcher’s , .
qtAtPment- turned the weanon on th» Itaken Place. With the trust in possession

’ ^ of this plant, there will probably £e little With the exception of this latter force, all the Russian troops are now
further development of the copper mines considered to be on the roads leading northward, and it may take another 
in this state and Alaska, until another, twenty-four hours before their fate is decided. The army which General

,Si^ïïî?^,î5îSWlhere on tlie i Grippenberg turned over to General Kaulbars when he left Manchuria,
aSesmStin* trust Pwlth ita varions al- and a Portion of which General Bilderling commanded, consisted of GregofTs 

lied companies contiroto the copper «X- cavalry, Mistchenko’s mobile division, the Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth and 
put of this country. The mines controlled Seventeenth army corps, extending from the Liao river to the Mandarin
by the big financiers who are the moving road. General Linevitch’s army, which held the important positions at
spirits in the smelting trust or who are In- the bend of the Shakhe river, including Erdaug hill, comprised the First 
timately allied with it, can furnish all the European and the First, Second, Third and Fourth Siberian corps, Rennen- 
copper needed. The presence of lndepend- kampfTs mobile division and Samson off’s cavalry. The troops which arrived 
ent mines or smelters is an annoyance in January and February, probably two corps, are not included in the which results in a -business loss to them. . above 

During the past year the Tacoma smelt*er turned out some • 2,000,000 pounds of Even should Kuropatkin extricate his army, It Is believed In European 
copper. It had recently Improved Its cop- capitals that peace will soon follow this latest Japanese victory, 
per plant and was prepared to furnish the calling to St. Petersburg of M. Iswolsky, Russian minister to Denmark, who 
market refined copper, either In hulk, or, was formerly to Tokio, is most significant. No time will be lost to starting 
through Its recently added wire-drawing the negotiations as soon as Russia intimates her wish to close the war. 
plant, as wire, irais was an Interference shortly after the fall of Port Arthur a high official of the Japanese foreign 
wjto the plans of the copper magnates, and 0fljce arrived to London with authority to take up the negotiations as soon if they can do so, they will probably buy 
the Tacoma plant and shut down its copper
furnaces and refinery. The plant will be The loss in the operations preceding the battle, and those in the battle 
operated thereafter only on lead ores and '.proper, must have reached enormous proportions, but up to the present 
on the refractory ores which contain gold neither side has attempted an estimate.
and silver, but no copper. They will certainly exceed the Shakhe losses, in which the Russians

Naturally, without a copper smelter, ajone lost in killed, wounded and missing 67,000
ccroerWl"re*e ol WaaMngton ihd° Alaska* Field Marshal Oyama arranged his attack so that the city of Mukden 
and the mines producing them must shut should not come within range of battle, rather an easy task, as the Rus- 
down. The hundreds of prospects, In sians had no positions immediately around the city, as was the case at 
which it Is now sought to enlist capital Liaoyang, and the Russian town is two miles from the outer walls of the 
for development, will stand no chance for old city. The western imperial tombs were under shell fire, but no account 
such development if there Is no market has been given of damage, if any, suffered. Eastern tombs, where the 
for their product. Russians had erected positions, apparently did not come within range of the

Japanese shells.
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COMES VIA HONGKONG.
Dakota Will Start in April and Will 

Come by Way of Orient.
It was learned yesterday at the local 

offices of the Great Northern line that the 
steamer Dakota, sister vessel of the Minne­
sota, will sail from New York on April 
8, and will come to Puget Sound via Hong­
kong. The trip will be around the African 
continent instead of -by way of Cape Horn, 
because it Is figured by the officers of the 
line that the ship can reach Hongkong, 
China, at the same time the Minnesota Is 
at Seattle on her next trip. The Dakota 
will be delivered to her owners March 20, 
and wlll go through practically the same 
programme as was used with her Bister 
ship prior to her Pacific trip.

The ship will take on about 15,000 tons 
of coal and merchandise freight at Phil­
adelphia, Newport News and New York, 
and will sail as soon after April 3 as Is 
practicable.

The time of the trip by the African route 
will be longer than if she sailed around 
Cape Horn to Puget Sound, but the owners 
figure that It will be possible to land her 
at Hongkong just as the Minnesota is get­
ting into Seattle by taking the longer way 
and as the cargo for the Minnesota for her 
trip has already been partially engaged it 
Is thought that this plan yvlll prove more 
economical

With the arrival of the Dakota at Hong­
kong the regular runs of the ships will be 
taken up, and according to their sched­
ules they will hereafter cross each other 
in mid-Paciflc, with the chances of com­
ing in direct contact reducedAto the mini­
mum. The latest measurements show that 
the Dakota is eleven tons heavier than 
the Minnesota, and consequently the largest 
freighter sailing any sea.

-o-
THE TACOMA SMELTÉR SALE.
It is to be regretted that the sale of the 

Tacoma Smelter to the smelter trust has

After having shot Fletcher,latter.
Branton tried to induce the wounded 
man to say that he had shot himself. 
This Fletcher refused to do, and later 
swore to an affidavit charged Branton 
with firing the shot.
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Big Stick For 
Quebec Liberals

now
loud, resounding volleys.

“Back from that inferno, where the 
din of death-dealing instruments 
drowned all else, came bearers with 
groaning wounded, some pierced by 
^lean-cut wounds that would soon 
heal, and others with death’s grip 
closing on them. Lumbering Chinese 
wagons rolled in with loads of wound­
ed, their blood reddening the new- 
bound bandages; corpses of those who 
had succumbed rolled against the 
groaning living. The bearers told of 
the hell in the fighting line, of the 
parrying and thrusting, slashing and 
struggling, and of the terrible fire at 
distances so close that the rifles were 
in plain view in the darkness. They 
told also of the girdle of bayonets en­
circling the defences. Quickly, in the 
light of the piles of burning stores 
which illuminated the station and all 
its vicinity, the trains were laden, the 
well-equipped, white-painted hospital 
trains the Empress of Russia gave be­
ing among them. The wounded were 
the first care; then the munitions and 
stores were embarked. The troops re­
treated by road, the last of them fall­
ing back before the victorious Japa­
nese in the early morning.

“The night before, while the men in 
the trenches and redoubts fought 
fiercely to repel the advancing foe, the 
military band had given a concert. It 
had played light airs to the accompani­
ment of volleying musketry. The next 
night, while the rifles continued their 
deafening rattle, some officers had 
played billiards in the hotel which 
Greek camp followers established in a 
Chinese yamen. Squads of noisy sol­
diers had pillaged the city, carousing 
and wrecking the places they visited 
and murdering those who pbjected to 
the plundering of their property. Many 
tales of that night's were told by 
.the few foreigners who remained.

“Near the walls of the native city, 
where a bridge crossed to the breach in 
the castellated wall that the Russians 
had made in lieu of a gate, I saw a 
Chinese hut with windows and doors 
torn away. The hut was bared of fur­
niture, and the k’angs were broken. 
Across the threshold, lying on back 
with hands and feet asprawl, was the 
corpse of the owner, a bullet hole 
through the head. He was one of the 
many victims.

“The (Chinese within the walls were 
in terror, hidden in their homes. Loot­
ers broke into many compounds, vio­
lated women, destroyed furniture, toss­
ing it from rooms while they searched 
for valuables. They killed some Chi­
nese. The lootihg and murdering was 
by no means confined to the Russians. 
They were the first to loot within the 
castled walls. The Japanese followed. 
They entered In the early morning of 
the 6th of September, and some street 
fighting took place between them and 
parties of belated Russian plunderers, 
caught as they emerged with their 
spoils. One fight—no, it was a massa­
cre—took place by the side of the city 
wall. The encompassed Russians were 
captured between two forces of Japa­
nese and shot to a man. Some of the 
bodies were thrown into the river; 
others lay unburled by the river bank, 
doubled and contorted as they 
writhed in death, for two days.”

The letter goes on to tell of the re­
treat, but M. Nemirovitch Donchenko, 
the Russian correspondent, tells of it 
better. He says :

“Yes, it is under an impression, pain­
ful indeed, that we fell back on Muk­
den.

Defeat Increases 
Fighting Spirit Threat of Dissolution Will Force 

Rouges to Compromise on 
Separate Schools.
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Oyama’s Victory May Arouse 
Russians to Highest Pitch 

of Resistance. as Russia declared her desire for peace. Premier Makes Evasive Reply 
to Mr. Borden’s Request For 

Information.Fear of Revolution Would Pre­
vent Czar From Accepting 

Enemy’s Terms,
men.

From Onr Own CorreaDondent.
Ottawa, March 10.—Following up 

yesterday’s debate, the opposition lead­
er this afternoon renewed his attack on 
Premier Laurier’s masked batteries. The 
premier had evaded or ignored Mr. Bor­
den’s requests for information regarding 
the antecedents of the autonomy bill in 
connection with the impression Sir Wil­
frid had endeavored to create in the pub­
lic mind that the# measure was the com­
pleted work of all his colleagues. Mr. 
Borden put his questions in fine form 
and backed them up by temperate argu­
ment. ,

London, March 11.—The 
ment of the fall of Mukden was dis­
counted in London by the reports chron­
icling the progress of the battle, but the 
actual occupation of the-capital of Man­
churia by the Japanese is the subject of 
comment everywnere. and especially in 
diplomatic circles. The foreign office 
declines to comment on the event, but 
there, as elsewhere, there was intense 
interest in the result of the Japanese 
encircling movement and its possible ef­
fect on the future progress of the war. 
Few who are well informed are inclined 
to the belief that Oyama’s magnificent 
victory and successful strategy would 
bring peace within measurable distance, 
the opinion being that while the Rus­
sian fighting force is disabled and will 
probably be obliged to retire further 
than the Tie pass or even Harbin, the 
fighting spirit of the Russian nation 
would be increased rather than decreas­
ed by the defeat, and that only compul­
sion will bring the nation to its ' knees.

Baron Suematsu, formerly Japanese 
minister of the interior, in the course of 
an interview-, said that whether the vic­
tory indicated an early termination of 
the war was a question that Russia 
alone could answer.

The Japanese legation has been inun­
dated with congratulations and every­
where the prime note was praise of the 
genius of Oyama, which was conceded 
even by most Russian observers

The Spectator, in a striking article, 
says: “Russia, hitherto an unknown 
country to all but a few diplomats, is 
now revealing herself to mankind, and 
the revelation of a great country in 

Its Hour of Agony
has as much bewildering effect as a 
great catastrophe, all qualities, good and 
bad, being exhibited under the intoler­
able light of her vast resources and as­
tounding capacity for endurance of her 
toiling people, the inferiority of her gov­
erning class, even the underlying ground 
fact of the inadequacy of her food sup­
ply, all giving hints almost amounting 
to prophecies of the future career of the 
great Slav race.”

Discussing the possibilities of peace 
and Russia being cowed by the great de­
feat, the Spectator thinks that “desnite 
historic precedents it does not follow 
that the Emperor will make peace. He 
is credited with saying it is only neces­
sary to retire behind Baikal, refuse 
peace and rebuild the forces till he again 
is ready for aggressive action; and he 
may well consider this course preferable 
to the inexpressible# shame of being 
beaten by an Asiatic nation and the pos­
sible dangers to his dynasty in the event 
of making peace on the terms Japan is 
likely to demand.”

All Eyes on Nicholas
This difficulty of predicting what line 

Emperor Nicholas will take is admitted 
on all sides; but there is still in some 
quarters an opinion1 that peace will en­
sue. i

announce- FOR THE ORIENT.
Freighters Securing Trade Overflowing 

From Regular Lines.
In Its weekly resume of the freight mar­

ket, the San Francisco Commercial News 
says: In lumber freights there has been, 
a moderate amount of spot and future 
buisness, but the market Is far from ac­
tive; rates are -generally unchanged. The 
cost is now getting Its full share of the 
Oriental business In a transportation way, 
the way to keep the regular liners busy 
and employ several tramp steamers as we.. 
The Glenturret Is loaded at San Francisco 
with a cargo consisting principally of 
grain; the Stanley Dollar will commence 
loading as soon as she discharges; the In­
verness Is loading rails and machinery, and 
at least two more will reach San Francis­
co to load In a few weeks.

For sailing vessels, prompt loading at 
northern ports, lumber rates are as fol­
lows:Sydney, 28s. 9d. to 30s.; Melbourne or 
Adelaide, 30c. to 32s. 6d; Port Pirie, 80s. 
to 32s. 6d; Fremantle, 37s. 6d; to 38s. 9d; 
Hawaii, $6; Valparaiso for orders, 33s. 9d 
to 35s., less 2s. 6d direct; OUao, 35a. to 
37s. 6d; Guayaquil, 42s. 6d to 45s. Î 
mas, $6.50 to $6.75; Santo Rosalia, $6.50 to 
$6.75; Buenos Ayres, 45s. to 47s. 6d; Hong­
kong, 35s. to 36s. 3d; Shanghai, 35s. to 
3tte. 3d; Taku, 35s. to 37s. 6d; Japan, 33s. 
9d to 35s.; Manila, $9.25 to $9.60; Calcut­
ta, 42s. 6d to 456.; South Africa, 47s. 6d 
to 50s.; United Kingdom or Continent, 
t. o., 60s. to 52s. 6d; Panama, $10.50.

FROM SKAGWAY.
Princess May Returns From Initial 

Trip to Lynn Canal.
Steamer Princess May, Captain McLeod, 

Is back from her first trip to the Lynn 
canal this season. The steamer brought 
nineteen passengers, eight from Skagway 
and eleven from Ketchikan. The steamer 
left Skagway on Monday night last and 
made a fast passage. Captain McLeod 
stated upon arrival that splendid weather 
prevails In the north and that he experi­
enced a pleasant voyage, both north and 
southbound. The passenger list follows: 
M. Nelson, Philip Halliday, M. Smart, T„ 
W Hale, J. C. O’Neill, P. K. Johnson, B. 
Miller, J. T. LelUgren, Mrs. H. de Mont­
gomery, J. Johnson, Master Johnson, Mrs. 
E. L. Honey, Walter Johnson, G. EJ. John­
son, C. B. Chataway, Alex. Alason, C. W. 
Felch, K. Kauczunee.

The steamer Is scheduled to sail north 
again tonight.

THE GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC.
COMMITTEE WAS

NOT PRECIPITATE

been proved to average $15,000 a year.
Some people are no doubt trying to 

create the impression that the report 
of the committee is the result of the 
recent pilotage investigation, but this 
is in no way true, as the committee 
have gone into the matter in a purely 
non-partizan .spirit and have looked at 
the question ‘simply from the stand­
point of citizens of Victoria and with 
the sole desire of pushing the port 
ahead and taking advantage of the fact 
that Victoria is the easiest port of en­
try from a mariner’s point of view on 
the Pacific coast.

Apparently the atmosphere is clearing 
for a discussion favorable to the bonus- 
ing of the Grand Trunk Pacific by the 
Province. The position being taken by 
the advocates of the proposal is that 
what is past and gone cannot be helped, 
and that as a business proposition we 
should consider the advantages to be 
gained by the immediate construction of 
the railway from this end and act ac­
cordingly. It is proposed that we should 
give land, which, if granted under proper 
restrictions, is wholly unobjectionable.
Although no definite statement has been 
made, it is understood that the Grand 
Trunk Pacific expect to get 20,000 acres 
per mile, or about 10,000,000 âcres for 
all. For what? As an inducement to 
commence at the Pacific Coast end and 
continue construction simultaneously 
with construction from Winnipeg west.
Assuming that the land to be given 
away is worth $1 an acre, the bonus 
would amount to $10,000,000. It is es­
timated that the road through British 
Columbia will cost $15,000,000 .equipped.
Three-fourths of this cost is guaranteed 
by the Dominion Government, and there 
are those who say they are willing today 
to take the contract to build the railway 
for the amount guaranteed. Does any 
person, in his serious, sober senses, be­
lieve that the Province would be justi­
fied, in the circumstances, in paying 
such a bonus to a railway company for 
doing what it is morally bound to do 
without the consideration of a single 
cent? But even if we accept the value 
of the land at 50 cents an acre, it means 
we are paying one-third the cost of the 
railway as a simple gratuity—a prem­
ium for being* held up by railway pro­
moters and unprincipled politicians.

(By the letter of Mr. Hays to Senator 
Templeman, we were distinctly and ab­
solutely promised that as soon as the 
surveys were completed, construction 
would begin at the Pacific Coast end 
and proceed expeditiously to and 
through the Rockies. The Grand Trunk 
Pacific Company is bound by that prom­
ise as much as though it had been plac­
ed in the contract; that is to say, if 
the men who compose the management 
are honorable. Assuming, therefore, 
that they ‘are all honorable men, we can 
afford to wait for a year or two for it.
We will, in that event, be a little longer 
in reaping the benefits of construction, 
but we shall enjoy them that much long­
er after construction has ceased in other 
provinces. The Colonist cannot recede 
from the position it has taken on the 
question, nor, indeed, can it see any jus­
tification for the course that is being ad­
vocated. Apart altogether from the 
principle of making land grants to rail­
ways, upon which opinions may honestly 
differ, by the policy that has been adopt­
ed in the Province, the Grand Trunk Pa­
cific, through the action of Mr. Hays 
and that of its political friends, has
placed itself out çf court. We do not w <<T „„„see how any person cognizant of the n, 1
facts can, consistent with self-respect, a'der -t^®_ 
be a party to methods so immoral. We Jé,
nromisedmi^me(hbendcfini^iv ^aiTlu* oceBn docts. that vessels ^ come aid 
document to vote for the Uberal candi- thev^^oV
dates. The electors believed in those ^
promises and elected seven Liberals to ^ - . „ e 116 keenest gales with 
support the Government that was giving y'
us the railway. Now, these promises ' Agent E. E. Blackwood stated: “I 
are being repudiated, and we are plainly have it straight from shipmasters and 
asked to pay handsomely for any varia- owners that Victoria is well equipped 
tion of the writteq contract in our favor, for shipping at the outer wharves and 
We cannot conceive of Liberal-Conser- that the outer harbor is particularly 
vatives, above all others, palliating such easy of approach.”
a breach of faith. To do so is to be- The committee feel sure that, had EXPLOSION IN WELSH MINE. 1
come accessory after the fact to the they spent more time, much additional ------
fraud that has been perpetrated. Are information of a similar nature could Fear That Twenty or Thirty Men Have 
we to believe that honor has departed have been procured, but in view of the Been Killeid Near Cardiff.
from the land and that no longer the high standard of the authorities qüot- ------ Elleudale, N. D., March 10._The most
word of public men. solemnly pledeed, is ed, they considered themselves justi- Cardiff, March 10.—A terrible ex- destructive prairie fires which have vis- 
to be accepted, without being made part fled making the recommendation which plosion has occurred in the Cambrian ited this section in years have been rag-
of the written bond? There is a prin- appears in their report, namely, that colliery at Clydachvale, in the Rhond- ing near here. Many thousands of tons
ciple at stage, which is more important , a docking master is all that is requir- da valley. It is feared that twenty or of hay have been destroyed, and thou- 
to be respected than aM the material nd- ed at the port of Victoria, thus doing thirty miners have been killed. The Ï sands of head of stock have been burned
vantages to be gained by surrendering ' away with the present heavy compul- pit is afire. Many of those rescued to death. Many farm houses in the path
to business expediency. sory pilotage ta* on shipping which has from the mine are badly burned. of the fire have been destroyed.

Quoting from past speeches of Hon. 
Mr. Fielding he showed that the minis­
ter of financé absolutely was opposed 
to separate schools.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier made an evasive 
reply which gave Mr. Foster an oppor­
tunity to score him vigorously.

A number of petitions from British 
[Columbia against separate schools was 
presented to the house today.

Reports are again current today eman­
ating from ministerial sources that a 
compromise has been reached in refer­
ence to the educational clauses of the 
autonomy bill. There is every reason 
to believe, however, that the trouble is 
far from settlement. The majority of 
Quebec Liberals are opposed to any 
compromise and will vote against it in 
the House. They insist upon the most 
explicit declaration in the act in favor 
of separate schools. * »

This feature of the situation encour­
ages the rumors which are afloat today 
of the possibility of a dissolution of par­
liament. But as against the probability 
of this course being adopted is the fact 
that Premier Laurier would scarcely be 
willing to bring on a campaign involving 
great efforts on his part, and the further 
fact thatl there is a wide difference be­
tween uncompromising speeches and 
the reality of a general election after 
but one session of parliament—a sacri­
fice that Quebec Liberal members are 
not likely to court. Indications are 
therefore that Six* Wilfrid will be able 
to hold his big1 majority from Quebec 
pretty solidly in favor of some sort of 
a compromise should he decide upon 
such a course.

The situation at present, however, is 
acute, the latest phase of it being the 
alleged possibility of Hon. Mr. Fitzpat­
rick resigning if concessions are made 
such as will ensnr freedom of the new 
provinces to make their own educational 
laws.

The ministers are berating Mr. S if ton 
for fomenting trpuble rather than endea­
voring to bring about conciliation, and 
they will resist any attempt to bring 
him back into the cabinet. Mr. Sifton, 
it is said, will practice law after the ses­
sion in Toronto.

The Canada Gazette tomorrow will 
announce the following appointments to 
his excellency’s staff: Sir James Grant, 
M. D., to be honorary surgeon ; Col. 
Fiset, - M. D., to be honorary surgeon ; 
Col. Evans, C. B., Winnipeg, and Lt.- 
Ool. Roper, Ottawa, to be honorary A.’s 
D. O.

Pilotage Abolition Recommend­
ed Only After Adequate In­

quiry—Expert Opinion.

The Board of Trade committee which 
presented the report upon pilotage 
matters having been referred to as 
merchants who have rushed to where 
angels would fear to tread and come to 
conclusions too quickly, the Colonist 
has been asked to give publicity to the 
following, to show upon what author­
ity they recommended the abolishment 
of pilots and the substitution of a dock­
ing master. Just two years ago the 
board was considering the advisability 
of constructing a breakwater between 
Brotchle Ledge and Holland Point, and tost picked oot of the river! I write 
the views of the pilots and captains i stories; they have the lack to please you, 
were asked for as to the merits of the j a“d 1 am £,adJ>fvlt- B’rtJhat *® no reason
scheme and Incidentally the standing ! *ho“*d ^Pe0nvhamdiL'- ,, __, ,___ . *_ j come nere to see a cnarmin-g pmy. Beof the port in regard to safety and | good enough to attend to that, and leave 
docking accommodation then existing. me alone.” More delighted than ever, the 
The replies were published in fulvat | audience shouted with joy. Perhaps they 
that time and the originals are now on thought they would get another speech, but

Gorky jumped out of his seat, and left 
the theatre In disgust-

DISGUSTED BY ATTENTION.
Anecdotes of Maxim Gorky are on the 

wing. Here is one they tell In Paris. He 
went to the theatre at Moscow one even­
ing to see a play by a popular writer. In­
stead of paying attention to the stage, the 
entire audience rose and greeted Gorky 
with prodigious acclamation. Then he de­
livered this address: “What on earth are 
you staring at me for I am not a dancing 
girl, or a Venus of Milo, or a drunkard
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flle in the board’s office. The follow­
ing extracts, however, are particularly 
interesting at this time :

Captain J. E. Butler stated: “That 
ships of the largest size could ap­
proach and leave aV any time without 
assistance.”

Pilot S. W. Bucknam stated: “The 
outer harbor is perfectly safe for ship­
ping in all weather. . . . The
construction of a pier from Holland 
Point seaward would make the whole 
waterfront suitable and safe for 
wharves and shipping.”

MORE COPPER LITIGATION.
Suit for Thirty-seven Millions Brought 

Against Amalgamated Concern.
New York, March 10.—A suit for 

$37,000,000 has been brought by the 
Johnstown Mining Company against 
the Boston and Montana Mining Com­
pany In the courts of New York to re­
cover the value of copper ores alleged 

Pilot John Newby stated: “I consider to have been taken by the latter com- 
the outer wharves amply sufficient and pany from lands on which the other 
perfectly safe for the accommodation claims to have had prior location and 
of all the large steamers frequenting patent. The Johnstown company op- 
thla port at the present time.” j erates the Rams and the Pennsylvania

Pilot William Cox stated: “No ves- claim of the Boston and Montana ad- 
sel has had to leave the outer wharf joins the Johnstown Helnze property 
on account of weather up to the pres- ; the Boston and Montana, an Amal- 
ent date.” gamated concern.
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BIG BOND PURCHASE.
Two and a Half Millions of Philippine 

Issue Floated.
Washington, D. C., March 10.—The 

Mercantile Trust Company of St. Louis 
was the highest bidder today for the 
$2,500,000 issue of 10-30 four per cent. 
Philippine public works bonds. The 
bids were opened at the insular bureau. 
The bid of the Mercantile Trust Com­
pany for the entire issue was $2,726,- 
500, or at the rate of $109.06. Thirty- 
six bids were received.

NEW SCANDINAVIAN CABINET.
Prince Regent Appoints New Govern­

ment for That Kingdom.

Pilot Thomas Bebbington stated:
*With regard to the outer wharf ac­
commodation for large vessels, I con­
sider it ample and perfectly safe for 
the present trade, and I think the fact Congress Approves Appropriation to 
of no vessel—to my knowledge—having 
yet been detained at the outer anchor­
age waiting for a berth speaks for it­
self.”

“Nerves are completely shattered. 
The men start and become uneasy for 
the least thing. Hill and dale remain 
in the power of the enemy; we say 
farewell to them the while we urge on 
our exhausted steeds.

“Without exaggeration, one has a 
veritable craving for sleep, for forget­
fulness, for the loss of consciousness 
and memory. Riding past the mute 
witnesses of the horrors which had just 
happened, past the dead bodies lying 
all along the road, we envy those who 
are already blind and deaf.

“For them no more defeat, no more 
torment upon torment, no more hopes 
doomed to disappointment.”

WINTER SESSION ENDS.

Purchase a National Theatre.
ISPECTION. Havana, March 10.—The winter ses­

sion of Congress has ended in accord- 
Captain E. McCroskie stated: “I con- an ce with a resolution previously 

sider the outer harbor sufficient and adopted. There has been no quorum of 
safe to accommodate in all weathers the Senate for a week and no quorum

of the House for two days. President 
Palma’s requests for the enactment of 
certain of the more urgent measures 
were not complied with ahd nothing 
special was done during the session 
except the appropriation for sanitation 
of the larger cities and the authoriza­
tion of the purchase of the National 
Theatre, the budget, the bill Increasing 
the duty on rice, the Cuba railroad 
subvention and the- immigration bill, 
and most of the other Important meas­
ures go over to the session beginning 
in April.
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According to the Daily Graphic, ne­
gotiations have already practically com­
menced. The Emperor’s readiness to 
negotiate have- been practically intimat­
ed to the French government and com­
munications have passed between the 
British and French governments with a 
view to Great Britain opening commun­
ications with Japan. It is impossible 
at present to confirm or verify the state­
ment of the Daily Graphic, which de­
clares that the decision is due not only 
to the defeat of Kuropatkin, but also 
•to the almost insurmountable difficulty 
Russia met in the last attempt to nego­
tiate a loan in Paris.

There is intensd anxiety here to learn 
the fate of Kuropatkin’s forces, and 
whether the chain Oyama has drawn 
around them will be strong enough to 
hold them. The Russian forces must be 
in a terrible plight, and a repetition of 
the horrors of Napoleon’s retreat from 
Moscow is regarded as among the pos­
sibilities.

the largest Oriental steamers.”

U, 8. CONSUL AT TORONTO.
Senate Appoints Robert 8. Chilton to 

Vacant Consulate. Christiania, March 10.—The new cabi­
net has been approved by the Regent, 
Crown Prince Gustaf, as follows: Pre­
mier aud minister of justice, P. C. H. 
K Michelsen; president of the section 
of the council of state at Stockholm, Mr. 
Lovlind; minister of commerce, industry 
and foreign affairs, Mr. Arctander; min­
ister of finance, Gunnar Knudsen; min­
ister of ecclesiastical affairs, Dean 
Knudsen; minister of agriculture, Mr. 
Vin je; minister of defence, Gen. Olsen n ; 
minister of public works, Mr. Lekm- 
kukl; ministers at Stockholm, Messrs. 
Hagerup, Bull and Bottner.

G. S. Washington, D. C., March 10.—The 
Senate today, in executive session 
firmed a number of nominations, in­
cluding Robert 8. Chilton, jun., District 
of Columbia, to be consul at Toronto, 
Ont., and Robert Brent Mosher, Dis­
trict of Columbia, consul at Colling- 
wood, Ont.

, con-
Mr. Wilfried Egan was showing this 

week at his studio in Margravine Gar­
dens. West Kensington, a portrait which 
he has just finished of the late Lord 
Henry Vane-Tempest, who, shortly bc- 
fore iiis death, gave the artist frequent 
^ittintrs. Mr. Egan relates art amusing 
incident in this connection. Lord 
Henry’s mother, the Dowager Lady 
Londonderry, desirous of seeing her son’s 
! or trait, asked the artist if he would 
mind bringing the portrait to her. Mr. 
Kgau placed the canvas in,front of a 

■ nh. when the driver exclaimed: “Well, 
i know that aristocrat! Driven ’im 
:’l»out many n time, and should like to 

many more like ’im. ’E is 
'h<- right sort of gent, ’e is; you got ’im 

‘■■‘•re as true as ever I saw ’im. y

PRAIRIE FIRE RAGING.
' Moat Destructive Outbreak ’In Years 

Sweeps North Dakota.

INVITATION TO WALK SLOW.
Atchison Globe.

Tom Corbin died near Ruéhville the other 
day, and one of the neighbors was looking 
for pall-bearers. He went to Ben stuart 
and said: “Ben. how would you like to 
walk slow behind Tom Corbin?”

Kuropatkin Saw Sedan
On the other baud, the state of the 

j Japanese armies, which must be suffer- 
1 ing from exhaustion, might possibly en-
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