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PROSPERITY.

The.causes which bring about prosper-
ity or adversity to the community at
large are entirely mysterious. Recur-
rent periods of good times and bad
times there undoubtedly are, but why
the people of any country should :
oue time be exceptionally prosperous and
at another time quite the reverse, is a
problem which has so far completely
baffled human intelligence. Because, if
it were understood, effort nwould be di-
rected towards minimizing the alterna-
tion, and providing for a steady mean
of progress and comfort. People not
merely do mot understand what brings
prosperity about, but the wisest are un-
able. to predict the course of events in
one direction or the other with any cer-
tainty. ‘Otherwise the vast differences
of opinion which are in evidence would
not exist. When all is said and doue,
maunkind is governed by a force out-
side itself, and the influence of its in-
telligence, whether individual or collec-
tive, is a good deal smaller than in our

" ‘boundless arrogance we are inclined to
- believe. To venture upon predictions,
therefore, as to a period of generai
prosperity is to venture upon delicate
ground. But at the samé time every-
thing seems to point to great prosperity
during the coming yeur on the Pacific
«Coast generally, and in the province of
British - Columbia in particular. For a
while, in the comparatively recent past,
everything seemed to go against this
province. In our mining industry there
was a falling metal market and con-
etinually recurrent labor disputes. In
our lamber industry there was a lifeless
foreign demand. In our coal industry
there was the sudden competition of
fuel oil. In our fishing industry there
was the competition of American traps,
“barring us out of the market and tak-
ing the cream of the salmon from our
waters, 'On every side were conditions
of difficulty and discouragement. :All
that has changed and is changing. Our
mines have proven their ability to con-
tinue production and to make money. A
market for zinc has to some extent re-
lieved the depression in the silver-lead

salmon before they ~strike American
waters, instead taking the leavings
of American competition. It is to be
hoped ‘that this ‘also.as a practical
proposition will' be eapdble of penetrat-
ing the intelligence of the government
at Ottawa. With trap fishing permit-
ted, the British Columbia salmon can-
ning industry would make enormous
strides and become far more to the
country than it ever has been. The
conditions of difficulty and discourage-
ment are rapidly disappearing. On
every side we have brisk and expand
ing markets for all the articles we pro-
duce, and the present year looks as
though it should be one of great com-
mercial improvement. ‘We need only
men and capital, and every day we are
proving ourselves to be in a better posi-
tion to attract them. ™The outlook was
never brighter for this province than it
is today. We need not allude again to
the immense advantage our coal mines
have received through the throwing
open of the American market. But iF is
a most potent factor in our prosperity.
If there are any pessimists in British
Columbia at the present time, they are
such by constitution, and will never be
anything else, no matter what circum-
stances they find themselves in. The
outlook is full of hope, and that hope

will be realized, if energy and determin-
ation are used to grasp the good things
in store for us. /

SIFTONIAN METHODS.

It occasionally happens that chickens
come home to roost, political chickens as
well as other kinds. During the recent
camipaign in Dawson, Japanese were
naturalized by wholesale and rushed to
the polls to vote for ex-Governor Ross.
The government campaigners had of
course to explain and defend this, and,
in doing so, they said so many nice
things about Japan, the Japanese and
their qualifications for citizenship, that
the Japanese Canadian citizens have
brought out a candidate for the Yukon
'Council. His name is Mr. Y. Kawa-
kami. He was brought out by a meet-
ing at which 80 men were present, and
which endorsed the platform adopted in
the federal election. Ome reason given
by the meeting for mnominating Mr.
Kawakami was that it was “in search
of an honest man.” The idea of 80 Jap-
anese going about Dawson like Diogenes
with his lantern looking for an honest
Canadian to represent them in the Coun-
cil, and not finding one till they lit upon
Mr. Kawakami, is deliciously funny,
and it says very little for their opinion
of the ICanadian politicians who intro-
duced them to the responsibilities of
Canadian citizenship.. We append some
extracts from Mr. Kawakami’s election
address. His views upon the ‘Oriental
labor question, namvely that stringent
measures must be taken against an in-
flux of white labor into the Yukon, and
his confidence of heading the “poles”
prove that he has not quite grasped the
economic questions in iCanada, while,
like most foreigners, he finds the intri-
cacies of our spelling and pronunciation
too much for him:

Mr. Chairman, TLadies and Gentle-
men, Fellow Citizens and Brother Can-
adians: I take pleasure to come before
you to express my hearty thanks for
your kind support selecting me as a
candidate for the high and honorable
position of the Yukon Council in the
| coming election. Not long ago Mr.
{!Congdon, the Iing’s counsel, spoke in
the ‘A. B. hall that the Japanese are a
great mation, that they -were responsi-
ble in suppressing the Boxers in the late
IChina iwar, saving the lives of the Euro-
pean minister, women and children in
Pekin. Not only that moreover wa
made the great Eastern alliance between

!Great Britain and Japan to protect
! commercial interest against ‘Russia.

As far as the Orlental labor is con-
cerned I am against a flood of immigra-
tion to the Klondike district 'for the
Japanese labor is better protected in
Japan than in this portion of the terri-
itory. Tor instance a man works seven
months at the :windlass, hard laborious
toil and earns one thousand dollars and
the merchant has an offset against the
claim of one thousand dollars and there
1s not enough dust taken out of the
g{ound to pay both. The merchant gets
his money and thé miner that produces
gets nothing whereas in Japan the miner
gets haif and the merchant half there-
fore the equalization in Japan is better
for the work man than it is in this part
of th® territory.

Oriental labor is not hurting this
country at present, but stringent
measures must be taken to suppress the
influx of white labor as the present con-
dition existing in this country do not
iwarrant it, as mining is the only indus-
try in this ccuntry which is overdone af
present. I believe, fellow citizens, if
You support me to my better judgment
the riparian rights on the water front
which now amounts to $40,000 or $50,-
000 which is now controlled by govern-
mrent ought to go to the local fund and
I believe all crafts carrying supplies to
the Yukon whether they are ipropelled by
hand or steam should be licensed and
wharfage charged according to the ton-
nage they carry, therefore I will render
assistance to legislate a movement for
the better welfare of the merchants and
citizens of Dawson.

districts. While if the government can.
only be persuaded to give the Canadian |
lead market to the Canadian lead minel'.l
the future of that industry is assured.:
We suppose it is almost too much to!
hope for from a Liberal government,
that they should understand that lead
protection. would stimulate the various
manufactures of that metal in Canada:
s0 that instead our
country by exporting our lead in its
crudest form, we should enrich the,
country by exporting our surplus pro-
duction in its highest form of manufac-
ture. However, we hope for the best.
Governments not amenapie i3 reason,
are someétimes amenable to pressure.
Even apart from lead, the outlook for
gold, copper and zinc mining during the
coming year is uncommonly good. The
lumbering industry of the province is in-
creasing by leaps and bounds. A tre-
mendous demand for lumhber has arisen
in the treeless but fertile plains of the
Northwest, and our mills are pressed

and absolute cure for each
and every forin of itching,

Piles
! bleedingand m-otmid piles,

the manufacturers have guaranteed it. tes-
timonials in the daily press and ask your neigh-
bors what they think ofit. You can use it and
get your money back if not cured. 60¢ 4 box, at
all t{eulers or EDMANSON,BATES & Co,,Toronto,

of impoverishing

2L prove to you that Dr,
Chase’s Ointment is a certain

The commerce betiween Japan and
[Canada increases very fast lately and
[Canada increases also rapidly in manu-
facturing, farming and fishing and we
‘Canadians must find future markets in
Japan and other Oriental countries,
therefore it is a most important ques-
tion for (Canada to be in close relation
with Japan in time of war as well as
in time of peace so we can in turn grant
Anglo-Japanesa alliance and stop the
conflict in the Orient, and commercial
alliance conchines happiness - and unity
therefore it is just for naturalized Jap-
anese citizens to hold office in Canada
as it is for Canadians to be naturalized
and hold offices in Japan. I am satis-
fied to_le elected to the Yukon ‘Coun-
cil and head the poles with a large ma-
jority awith the support of the liberal
minded Canad'ans before me and the
Japanese vote behind me. Therefore I
will do my duty. Remember only two
votes are to be cast for the many can-
didates now in the field. Z

Thankirg you onee more, fellow eiti-
zens and brother Canadians.

We observe by the telegraphic re-
turns that Mr. Kawakami has not been
elected a member of the Yukon Coun-
cil. The dominant party in Canada has
evidently mot reciprocated the favors it
received at the time of the Ross election,

The United 'States has removed the
duty on coal. This step in the direction
of free trade has been dictated to the
United States by its own necessities, and
has not been inspired by any ‘belief in
the doctrines of free trade, mor by any

Dr.,Chase’s Olntmont

Jinirg in Cauada,

desire to stimulate the industry of coal
We believe this to

= i o o Sbaidgg o sl
ada will even be .put. on ‘the free
list, ’ﬁ:e United States requires fuel

“proe m_outside its -own territory,
but it is becoming obliged to do so. The

portunity the ‘toal mining*industry in
‘Canada. The opening of fthis market
will enormously stimulate our coal trade
and the development of our unlimited
coal measures. It may benefit the United
States, but obviously it is a confession
of weakness; a confession that the nat-
ural resources ijn the way of coal in the
United States are not sufficient for the
burden laid upon them. We believe
that a -similar confession will have to
be made very shortly by that country
in reference to two other important com-
modities, iron ore and wood pulp. When
concessions are made, ‘Canada .is ready
and willing to take advantage of them,
and come they must. The introduction
of . free trade in '‘Great Britain <was
brought about purely by a consideration
of Great Britain’s necessities also. It
depended upon the argument that Great
Britain’s commercial supremacy was de-
pendent upon cheap production, and that
that was impossible without cheap food
and low rnvages. ‘We believe that Great
Britain’s manufacturing supremacy de-
pended far more upon the juxtaposition
of coal and iron then, than upon cheap
food and low wages. In proof of that,
it may be pointed out that countries in:
which, by means of improved transpor-!
tation, fuel and iron ore are brought to-
gether, are' rapidly overhauling Great
Britain in manufacturing efliciency.
However, that is mot our concern at
present. We wish to emphasize that it
was entirely out of consideration for
‘Great Britain’s own necessities that
free trade was introduced there, and
that the abstract doctrine of free trade
was adopted as an orthodox opinion as
a consequence of its practical necessity.
\Great Britain was short of foed, just as
the ‘United States is short of coal, and
the same results have followed in both
cases. Still it is not an advantage, but
a disadvantage, for a country to be short
of anything, nor can any country from
its own necessities evolve a trade doc-
trine applicable to all other countries
whose mnecessities are different. Free
trade in coal on the part of the United
States will be a very great boon to
British Columbia. Both at Fernie awnd
on Vancouver Island we produce a poi-
teqy class of coal than the state of Wash-
ington. ‘There are no coal mines Sou‘h
of the 49th parallel which can possibly |
compete with us on equal terms. They|
must either sell their coal cheaper or!
g0 out of the business of mining it. We |
may expect to see great prosperity in
coal mining in this province during the
coming year. By the end of the year
our coal should have such a firm hold
upon the American market that it can-
not be dislodged, cven if the duty is
restored, something we should imagine
to be very unlikely. Things appear to
be coming British Columbia’s way at
present. The year opens under. most
favorable auspices, and it is impossible
to resist a feeling of buoyancy and
h('.pe‘ for the immediate future. Re-
garding the ultimate future of the coun-
try, no person that we know of was
ever depressed.

O

THE MINING ASSOCIATION.

If carried out upon the lines suggested
at ‘I)llll-sda3"§ meeting, the proposed
Mining association should be a great
success, and of distinet advantage to
the mining industry and the province.
Our mining laws were originally copies
or adaptations of provisions made by
various States in the United States. On
general principles they were fairly
sound, _but not by any means perfect.
The original quartz mining law, we
mean 'the law in force about 1890,
(without a reference we do not know
what was in force before that was
passed) was a sound piece of Very ex:
cellent legislation. Yet that copied the
apex law of the United States, which
was introduced there to enable the
Comstock lode to be grabbed under a
few locations, and, as 'a distinguished
expert remarked had never been used
for any other purpose tham the grab:!
bing of ‘mineral, TIJ)I)fortuIla!’ter the at- |
tempts made to.improve the mining law !
and adapt it to the local conditions of the
province have mostly been made by leg-
islatures which did not take the trouble
to correlate the different provisions they |
were passing in their action and reaction !
upon one another, It finally dawned |
upon ‘the members of the legislature that
if they tinkered with law much more it
would mot merely be clumsy ard inef-
fectual and inconsistent, but would be-
come absolutely incomprehensible and
unworkable. For some years the min-
ing committee have refused to enter-
tain any suggestions of amendment
whatever, a safe course, but not one
which can be maintained. Mining leg-
islation is as a rule not corltentious, and
as our legislature is nothing if not con-
tentious, this very important branch of
its duties is somewhat neglected. A
wining association could be of great as-
sistance to the Government and legis-
lature in this respect. We imagine that
the association would be more success-
ful if organized in.sections with a cen-
tral administrative nucleus than if local
associations were made the basis of
remresentation. The example of the
British 'Association will occur as to
some extent an illustration of what we
mean.. We fail to see any difference in
a miner’s igterests whether he lives in

PR Ry s

¥ sﬂvt;zn lead mining, . hdro‘}m% ]
t | and.- erial.. It does not desire t0 B ~fPr. pyos; g, another :
capture the|proe wtm o er ﬁkad?

g, ~another for copper
mining, amother for economic conditions,

hecessity of the [nited States is the op-|including the pelations between labor and

capital, taxation, tariff, government, in-
spection, and so forth and on, ' 'The
work of the association would then be
the work- of adopting, approving, or
modifying the suggestions of the differ-
ent sections, and the work of the cen-
tral executive that of carrying into ef-
fect the approved policy of ithe asso-
ciation. This, however, is merely a
suggestion as to detail, not a_criticism
of the idea of such an association which
is a thoroughly good one. 'We believe
this association carried out in the spirit
in which it has been begun, to be cap-
able of improvimg conditions, stimulat-
ing development, and of harmonizing
the relations between different classes
of the community. We have seen a
great deal of labor trouble in connec-
tion with the mining industry in this
country, but we have ot yet seen any
in which two-thirds of the trouble was
not due to mutual suspicion and dis-
trust engendered by secrecy. The frank
and open” discussion of the economic
conditions affecting an industry is of
itself capable of doing a great deal to
remove those recurrent dangers of loss
and privation through labor disputes.

BETTER TERMS.

'Coloriel Prior and the Attorney-Gen-
eral leave today for Ottawa on a mis-
sion which is bound to have important
results for the provimce of British Co-
lumbia. Whatever our disputes may be
among ourselves we are all unanimous
upon the subject that the relations be-
tween ' the province and the Dominion
require adjustment. We are pouring
annually into Dominion coffers an enor-
mous sum and receiving a mere pittance
in return. Our case is so clear and the
grievances under which we suffer so un-
mistakeable, that a measure of justice
can surely. not be delayed much longer.
For certain reasons the present is a
favorable moment at which to influerice
the Dominion Government. The other
provinces are making an orgamized effort
to obtain better terins for themselves.
We do not know "their circumstances,
and cannot say with. what measure of
justice. But we do know that the case
of British Columbia is so much more
grievous than theirs could possibly be,
that it would be hard for any goverm-
ment to recognize their wants and deny
our just demands. The accusation has
been made against ‘Colonel Prior that
he prejudiced the chances of British Co-
lumbia by not attending the conference
of provincial premiers in Quebec, some-
thing he was erntirely unable to-do. Sa
far as that goes, the premiers of the
provinces are to meet Sir Wilfrid
ILaurier on the 27th and the Premier of
British Columbia has been asked to
join them in this meeting. . Before that
date there will be plenty of time ta
arrange any joint action which it may
be considered advisable to take, and jt
is consequently not very obvious in
what way British Columbia has suffer-
ed through Colonel Prior’s absenice from
Quebec. There is another reason why

the present year is a favorable one in!

which to bring pressure on the Dom.hr
ion Government to take up a position
from which their sucvessors, whether of
the same stripe of polities or not, would
not be likely to retire. It is altogether
possible that a general election may
be held this year, in order to give the
Liberal party the advantage of Sir Wil-
frid Iaurier’s campaign leadership be-
fore his permanent retirement. from poli-

ties, which cannot now be long delayed. |

We should be sorry to see the atten-
tion of the people of Canada diverted
from the great national issues berween
the present Government and its oppon-
ents, but at the same time it is quite
natural that the Laurier Government
should look upon it as good politics to
attempt to divert the people from these
issues by a series of graceful coricessions
to the provinces, The political con-
juncture therefore is favorable, and
with the case of British Columbia in
the hands of Colonel Prior and Attor-
ney-GeneralsEberts, who will compare
very favorahly in mental calibre and
force “with-amy one thev are likely to
meet in Ottg¥a some advantage to the
province of British Columbia should re-
sult from their present misgion.

—— O
KOOTENAY CENTRAL.
I'rom Nelson News.

A survey party consisting of J. T. Lald-
law, C.I., and C. H. Pollen, were out for
the past two weeks making a 1)rolinuna§‘y
sirvey of the projected railway . which will
rur. North and South through the Kootenay
and TUpvper «Columbia valleys. The route
from a poinf mear Jaffray to Fort Steele
aléng the foothiHs is comparatively easy
to build, and once started will be completed
irside of two: months. From Fort Steele
t»> Golden the route was found to be most
favorable to railway construction, in fact
mo engineering difficulties were discovered
wiong the proposed route. The distance
from a point where connections can be
made with the. Crow’s 'Nest branch and
the British Columbia Southern railway to
Fcrt Steele ds about 30 miles. From Fort
Steele to Golden about 160 miles.

Jn about two weeks T. T. McVittee, P.
L. S.. with a party of surveyors, will run a
trial line from Jaffray North to Fort Steele,
ttence North to Sheep creek, and possibly
to 'Windermere if not impeded by unfavor-
able weather.

Lever’s Y-Z(Wise Head) Disinfectant Soap
Powder is better than other soap powders,

& it also acts as a disinfectant. 2

CYRUS H. BO

98 GOVERNMENT STREET NEAR YATES

BOWES'

Chilblain Liniment 25¢

Sent by mail upon receipt of price.
A wonderfal remedy. Give it a trial.

WES, Chemist,
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Br. Brock’s
Age is 114

Born before the United States
was formed.
Saw 22 Presidents elected.
Pe-ru-na bas protected him
from ail sudden changes.
Veteran of four wars.
Shod a horse when 99 years
old. .
. Always conquered the grip with
Pe-ru-na.
Witness in a land suit at the
age of 110 years.
Believes Pe-ru-na the greatest
remedy of the age for catarrhal
diseases. '

law at Valley Mills, Texas.

SAAC BROCK, a citizen of McLen-
nan county, Texas, has lived for 114
years. For many years he resided at
Bosque Falls, eighteen miles west of
‘Waco, but now lives with his son-in-

MR. ISAAC BROCK, BORN IN BUNCOMBE C0., N. C., MARCH 1, 178S.

His age is 114 years, vouched for by authentic record.
my extreme old age to the use of Pe-ru-pa.’”’

Hessays:s ¢ attribute

A short time ago, by request, Uncle
Isaae came to Waco and sat for his pic-
ture. In his hand he held a stick cut
from the grave of General Andrew
Jackson, which has been carried by him
ever since. Mr, Brock is a dignified old
gentieman, showing few signs of de-
crepitude. His family Bible is still pre-
served, and it shows that the date of his
birth was written 114 years ago.

Surely a few words from thisremarka-
ble old gentleman, who has had 114
years of experience to draw from,would
be interesting as well as profitable. A
lengthy biographical sketch is given of
this remarkable old man in the Waco
Times-Herald, December 4, 1898, A still
more pretentious biography of this, the
oldest living man, illustrated with
a double column portrait, was given the
readers of the Dallas Morning News,
dated December 11. 1898, and also the

Chicago-Times Herald of same date.

Tells How ‘He Escaped’ " the ferrors - Of
Many Winters by Using

Pe-ru-na.

This centenarian is an crden? friend of
Peruna, having used it many years.

In speaking of his good health and
extreme old age, Mr. Drock says:

¢ After aman has lived in the we:ld
ag long as I have, he ought to have
found out a great many things by c=-
perience, I think I have done so,

¢ One of the things 1 have foun
out to my entire satisfaction isthe
proper thing for ailmenis that
are due directly to the ceffccts of
the climate. For H4 years i bave
withstood the clhangeglic climats
of the United States.

“I havealways been 8 very hcalthy
man, but of course subject to tha 1i
affections which are due to su
changes in the climate and temp A
During my long life I have Lnown 2
great many remeaies for coughs, colds
and diarrhceea.

¢ As for Dr. Hartman’s remccy
Peruna, I have found it to be thz
best, if not the only, refiabfc rem-
edy for these affections. It has
been my standby for mary ycars,
and I attribute my gooed heaith
and extreme old age (o tE’s rem-
edy.

“It exactly meets all my rcquirce
ments. It protects me from the evil
effects of sudden changes; it kecps mo
in good appetite; it gives me strength:
it keeps my blood in good circula
I have come to rely upon it almost en
tirely for the many little tlings for
which I need medicine,

¢ When epidemics of la grippe fivs
began to make their appearance in {.:

i country I was a sufferer from this di
ease, ¥

¢« | had several fong siezes with
the grip. At first I did not! know
that Peruna was a remecdy for
this disease. When I heard tnast
Ia grippe was epidemic catarrh, 1
tried Peruna for I2 grippe and
found it to be just the thiag.”

Yours truly,

. /pc/‘/?/ ; (%’M%fv

For a free book on catarrh, address
The Peruna Medicine Co., Columbus, O.

If you donot derive prompt and satis-
factory results from the use of Peruna,
write at once to Dr. Hartman, giving a
full statement of your case, and he will
be pleased to give you his valuable ad-
vice gratis.

Address Dr. Hartman, President o?
The Hartman Sanitarium, Columbus,

Ohio.
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third of his money,
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had better come
There isn’t anything to look out for.
are as good as they look. o anybody, who isn’t happy with hisbargain, our
purse-string is always open—jyour money back, if you want it.

_ You see some of the suits are half price.
anxious to sell—perhaps the very suits you will be

Our reason for all this?

Spring stock., Don’t stay away.
prices. All of our odd $22, $20,

Here's
A Pointer

Any man who wants a goo

Too many suits.

d suit and who would like to keep half or a
and see what's going on here this week.
No, sir, not at this store.

They are the suits we are
most anxious to buy.
We want room feor our

You won’t need much money
$18 and $I15 Suits to clear at

$12.00 PER SUIT.

Fit-Reform Wardrobe,

73 Government Street?
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Antiseptic. Refreshing.

ALVERT'S
CARBOLIC

TOILET
SOAP

Contains 107, Carbolic Acid, and thus
acts as an cxcellent preventive of skin
irritation and infectious diseases, while
it also has & healthy and beneficial
effect on the skin and complexion.

™. C. CALVERT & Co.,
MANCHESTER, ENG.

e THE MOST NUTRITIOUS. o

EPPSS GOGOA

An admirable - food, with all
its natural qualities intact,
fitted to build up and maintain
'robust health, ‘and to resist
‘winter's extreme- cold. Sold
in i 1b. tins, labelled JAMES
BEPPS & Co., Ld., Homceopathic’

Chemists, London, England.,
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THE HICKIMAN TYE HARDWARE CO.

LIMITED.

HEADQUARTERS FOR THE FOLLOWING LINZS §

IRON AND STEEL
BUILDERS’ HARDWARB
LOGGERS’ AND
MINIRG SOPPLIES

32 and 34 Yates Street, VICTORIA, B.6,

TELEPHONR 59
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IRON PIPB AND FITTIRGS
MECHANICS’ TOOLS;
LAWN MOWERS, HOSE
GARDEN TOOLS.

P. 0.PRAWER 613,
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