“The sharp ﬁght i
neighborhood ozximbemy is in. keeping
with the other engagements with  the
Boers., It shows that with all their
courage—and no Briton will deny them a
full share of it—they ‘afé no match either
in tactics or fighting qualities for ‘our
men. The way in which our fellows go
at the enemy is beyond all praise. It
has so far more than compensated for
any discrepancy in numbers.

Reinforcements are beginning to ar-
rive in South Africa. If Kigxberley is
able to hold out a few days longer, a re-
lief force will be hurried up from the
Cape, and attacked both from the front
and rear, the Boers will not be able to
continue the investment of that town.
Kimberley must be relieved before the
road is open to Mafeking.

. There is some #alk of mediation and
about the Boers submitting propositions
looking to a settlement. This is* wholly
oﬂ/t of the question. That is, the offers
miy be made, but while a single Boer
.soldier stands upon British 'soil, nothing
of the kind will for one instant be con-
sidered. President Steyn made a bad
blunder when he issued his proclamation
decluring all Cape Colony north of the
Orange river to be Free State territory.
HM\%N made it utterly impossible = for
Great Britain to stay her hand until the
Orange Free State has been ‘taught a
lesson, and has completely destroyed any
slight chance there might have been of
foreign intervention. First we had the
witimatum of Kruger detlaring that un-
less Great Britain would cease sending
soldiers to South Africa and would re-
duce the force already there to what he
thought proper, he would invade British
territory. ~ Then -we had the Orange
Free State without the slightest provo-
cation invading Natal. Next we have
the impudent proclamation of President
Steyn annexing British territory. No
nation in the world would stand such
things. To do so would be to incur the
contempt of civilization. We may be
very certain that the British government
will teach these truculent Boers a lesson
‘before peace is made.

The Associated Press despatches re-
garding the war are very unsatisfactory.
We continue to print them as received,
but caution readers to be careful in
reading them to endeavor to distinguish
hetween what are statements of fact or
authoritative opinions, and what are
merely the guesses of the correspondents
thousands of miles from the seat of war.
In the dearth of actual news, the cor-
1espondents furnish surmises. Some of
the alleged news has a distinct United
States flavor.  For exaniple, a few days
ago the Associated Press correspondent
said that the British people were compar-
ing the reports from Natal with those
sent out from Cuba by General Weyler
in the beginning of the war in Cuba, and
vesterday the Boer force was described
s “ the patriot army.” It is not neces-
sary to say that no one ever went to the
trouble of cabling such things across the
Atlantic. The accounts of General
Yule’s retirement on Ladysmith -all bear
the trade-mark of “ grape-vine tele-
graphy.”

The despatches from Lorg,hzo Marquez
irdicate that the British estimate of the
Boer losses at Glencoe and Elandslaagte
were, if anything, under the mark, and
explain why General Joubert took no
steps towards preventing the junction of
the two British commands in Natal.

The Boer losses in the campaign so far
very greatly exceed those of the British.
The prisoners .alone must considerably
¢xceed a thousand, since on October 28
& very large number landed in Pieter-
maritzburg. The loss in killed and
wounded is also very large, although
probably the reports are exaggerated in
some instances.- Anmn interesting fact to
bhe borne in mind in this connection is
that as yet not a hostile shot has been
fired in Boer territory.

The despatch in last night's Times to
the effect that eighty-six Boer cannon
had been captured, is evidently a mis-
take, as the enemy cannot have had any-
thing like that number in their posses-

THE POLICE.

Even the expurgated accoufits of the
proceedings in the police court in the
La Coste case are not edifying or inter-
esting. The only reason for printing
them is to permit the public to see that
there are some grounds for the rumors,
which have been in comstant circulation
for some time as to dissensions in the
police force and what, if true, is worse
than blackmail. We express no opinion
as to the truth of the statements made
in the police court. A few days ago the
Colonist said that if the police commis-
sioners did not investigate this matter,
it would feel called upon to do so. The
evidence brought out in the La Coste
case, which we assume every member of
the board will feel it his bounden duty
to read, relieves us of any necessity to
probe the matter and ventilate it in the
«colomns of this newspaper. Sufficient
has been brought out in that case to
<ause the board fo 'take immediate ac-
tion, and instead of seeking any further
for reasons why they should hold a
thorough investigation, we shall held
them responsible if one is not begun.
If what has been brought to light in
sworn testimony does not convince the
commissioners that the time has come
for them to act, nothing will do so.

The investigation should be prompt,
thorough and public. When we say pub-
lic we do not mean that-all the unsavory
details ought to be printed in the news-
papers; but the papers can be safely

' observations that might properly be

made until the commissioners have had

an opportunity of taking action.
FRENCH LOYALTY. .

We have made scant reference in these
columns to the attitude, real or alleged,
of the people of Quebec towards the
Empire in connection with the war ih
South Africa. The reason is that if
there is anything whatever in the asser-
tion that any considerable number of
leading French-Oanadians are disloyal,
the matter is altogethexf too serious to
be treated in a partizan spirit and on the
strength of unecorroborated reports.

There are some  things; however;|.
which cannot be allowed to pass without|-
comment. One of them is a statement
attributed to Mr. Tarte to the effect
that in the event of & war between
| Great Britain and ¥rance his duty
would lie with France. Mr. Tarte does
not appear to have contradicted this. It
is his bounden duty to do so, if it is not
true. He has undoubtedly the right to
select the time and place for making
such a contradiction, that is within rea-
sonable limits, but we think he is in dan-
ger of exceeding those limits. Mr. Tarte
has an undoubted right to give his alle-
giance to Framce in preference to the
nation that has enabled him to enjoy the
freedom of which he boasts in his tele-
gram to Col. Otter, but he has no busi-
ness to be in a Canadian cabinet, if he
contemplates such a course. If he feels
that his duty is first to France, his
prompt retirement from office is the only
thing that is proper under the circum-
stances. Canada owes a duty to the
Empire and it -will be an outrageous
thing if a man, who openly declares that
the Empire is second in this thoughts
should have a voice in deciding what
the action of the Dominion shall be in
the event of complications with a partie-
ular power. Unless this matter is clear-
up at the earliest possible day, the in-
dignant voice of public opinion will com-
pell even the present parliament to vote
want of confidence in the Laurier ad-
ministration. The Toronto Globe says
that no authentic report of Mr. Tarte’s
remarks has been pu;blished, and that the
matter is one upon which a man might
be easily misunderstood. It suggests
that he might merely have meant that
he feels the same feeling for France that
a Scotchman feels for Scotland. =The re-

semblance /is not very clear, but the
Globe has’not Mr, Tarte's authority for
suggesting even this way out of the

matter.

We are glad to see that whatever Mr.
Tarte may have said or meant, there are
other French-Canadians, who feel and
express in unmistakeable language their
loyalty to the flag. We even find Mr.
Bourassa saying in his letter to Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, announcing his resigna-
tion: “ A British citizen, proud of ' his
rights and jealous of his liberty, loyal to
England and her noble Sovereign, 1 am
ready to spare neither my life nor my
property, my words nor my deeds, for
the defence of the British flag through-
out the length and breadth of this Can-
ada of ours.,” It will be noted that Mr.
Bourassa is careful not to commit him-
self to any line of action in defence of
the flag beyond the bounds of the Do-
minion. If Mr. Bourassa lived in Eng-
land he would be a “little Englander,”
but we will let that pass for the present.
His language is satisfactory as far as it
goes. That it does not go far enough
will be a matter for future comment.
Mayor Prefontaine of Montreal speaks
with the true Imperial tone. He said:
‘“ Great Britain asked the aid of some
Canadian soldiers to defend the cause of
the oppressed in South Africa. Are we
to refuse? I say that -there is not a
French-Canadian who understands his
duties that will even discuss the demand
of Her Majesty’s government, that will
refuse to offer to defend. the flag of our
country of adoption. We owe gratitude
to Great Britain, and we cannot refuse
her in any way.” Mr. Belcourt, M. P.
for Ottawa, said: “ I have from the be-
ginning taken a firm and decided stand
in favor of Canada furnishing practical
proof of her loyalty to the Empire by
sending a contingent, and heartily ap-
prove the government’s course.” Both
of these expressions are all that could
be asked. At a meeting of the Montreal
Board of Trade called for the purpose of
providing for the comfort of the Trans-
vaal contingent, a letter was read from
the Vicar-General promising his zealous
co-operation, and Alderman Laporte,
speaking in French, the better to be
representative of his compatriots, told
the meeting that Great Britain could
count upon the ‘‘ united feeling of devo-
tion among French-Canadians.”” Mr.
Bergeron, M. P., in a public speech, de-
clared that Quebec was with Great
Britain heart and soul, and Deputy
Speaker Lemieux, after declaring that
Britain is fighting for the right, closed
a speech to a large audience in Montreal,
which received him with unbounded en-
thusiasm,” as follows: “I am glad to
say ‘eivis Britannicus sum.” I am ready
to accept all the obligations conferred by
the title. I claim all its privileges and
I am not the loser.”

In view of these . utterances and
others that can be cited, and also in
view of the action of the Quebec govern-
ment in continuing the pay of such eivil
servants as go to the front, we feel cer-
tain that the heart of Quebec is sound,

“trusted to ‘exercise a sound discretion on

§

and that such differences of opinion as

comnr ough ;
wi&{tpnbiiclyndﬂmm,ﬁvor;
or affection, We defer any additional|:

good health|

tain of ﬁe Ottswi company:

T enecl my cheque for $30, which I
desire you to expend as you may think
best in providing some additional comn-
forts for the brave Ottawa boys who
will shortly join with you. in the ranks of
the British army in the Transvaal. i
wish to prove by something move than
words the admiration which I entertain
for the pluck and loyalty of those who
have volunteered to stand up and fight
for the flag that is dear to us all. ‘The
cause for which you have enlisted is the
cause of progress and civilization and
civil- aud religiows liberty, and there is
none more glorious than the flag under
and for which you will serve. I for one
shall watch with keen -interest all your
movements and I'am sure that you and

W
dxstmchon. I wish you all
and stout heart and God -speed. Hurrah
for the Union Jack.:

A Briton with twenty generations of
British ancestors could say nothing bet-
ter than this.

STRANGE COINCIDENCES,

On ‘October 20th, Capt. G. A. Weldon
of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers was killed
at the fight at Glencoe. -He had a short
iliers from the Nottinghamshire Regi-
ment in which he had been made captain
time before the beginning of hostilities
in South Africa exchanged into the Fus-
in the place of an officer killed at Dar-
gai Heights, on October 20th, 1898. The
latter officer was promoted to fill the
place vacated by one who was killed in
‘the Soudan on October 20th, 1897. These
are certainly very remarkable coincid-
ences, and suggest a good many things.
One of them is that British officers are
doing more than their share in cement-
ing the Empire with their blood.

; o
TIME TO BE MOVING.

Mr. W. H. Langley, discussing the
proposed railway and ferry projects in
which Vietoria is interested, exhibits a
remarkable absence of faith in the future
of this city. He says that a 'railway to
the north end of Vancouver Island is a
mythical thing. Mr. Langley is quite a
young man, and we confess that it is a
disappointment to see him so hopeless of
the future of the’city where he has such
large interests. Ome would rather have
supposed that with so much to gain from
the development of Vancouver Island
and Victoria, Mr, Langley would: have
been eager-to advance by voice and pen
anything that would tend in that direc-
tion. Instead of this he turns upon the
great scheme of Island development the
hose of his sarcasm. And yet while he
is sitting in the shades of indifference,
men of means and enterprise are collect-
ing from all available sources every piece
of information bearing upon the alleged
mythical subject. Mr. Langley would
be wise to arouse himself to what. is
going on in the world and take the fore-
most position in the work of progress, to
which he is fitted by his ability and his
means. ;

¥or the information of Mr. Langley
and others, who like him think that as it
was in the beginning and is now it ever
shall be, we beg to say that to the posi-
tive knowledge of the Colonist three
quite distinet sets of eapitalists, either of
them abundantly able to put through the
proposed railway to the north end of the
‘Island, have the matter under their con-
sideration. Mr. Langley chooses to
imagine that the project is an attempt
on the part of the Port Angeles railway
people to pull the wool over the eyes of
the people of Victoria. It is only neces-
sary to mention that one of the notices
of application for the necessary charter
is on behalf of Mr. James Dunsmuir, to
show that in this respect Mr. Langley
has allowed his imagination to get the
better of his judgment. The construec-
tion of a railway to the north end of
Vancouver Island, so far from being a
myth, is a project that is likely to take
shape at a very early day, and its effect
will be revolutionary. It will unques-
tionably very much alter the circum-
stances under which business is trans-
acted in Victoria. But is it not time
there was a change in this respect?

Two argpments are advanced against
a line of railway to the head of the
Island and a line of fast steamships in
connection therewith running to Skag-
way. One of them is that people will
not travel by such a line, and the other
that it will pat an end to Victoria's
present steamship service to the North,
To an impartial critic these objections
would seem to answer each other, and
we are surprised that Mr. Langley, who
is a lawyer of standing, did not see this.
Surely if no one will travel by the new
route, present routes will not be inter-
fered with, Surely also if people will
foresake the present routes to travel by
the new one, the new one will not lack
patronage. The opponents of the pro-
posed railway ought to confine them-
selves to one position or the other. They
cannot successfully occupy both.

First as to the objection that the pro-
posed new route will interfere with the
present steamship service from Vietoria
to Skagway:; we think it will, but it
will substitute something incomparably
better and a service that will bring ten
peopie to Victoria where the present ser-
vice brings one. Will it reduce the im-
portance of Victoria as a shipping port?
Not in the least. The rapidly growing
business along the coast of British Col-
umbia and Vancouver Island will give

employment to all the tonnage now avail-

they reap a ‘harvest. in the enhanced

value, of their: #roperty due to ‘thel
greater. foresight anhd _energy: of others!

whe now mieet with their opposition.
But we are told that the great ‘scheme

to bring the “traffic to and from the Narth g
and |

“down . over ‘Vancouver - Island
through Victoria will make this city only
a way station.
now? Is it not simply a way station
where a small ‘proportion of the tide of
travel comes, either as the merest birds

of passage or to purchase goods? If|
‘more people are brought this way, more

wxll smp for the lattervpurpoae But
45 1 SO : m&l’»
on the Coast which may‘be correctly |

described as “ way stations”.in respect
to this traffic? We think that Tacoma
and Seattle may be so described, and the
lesson which these two cities teach in
this regard is a valuable one, They
started with' equal 'advantages, but
Seattle has greatly . outstripped  her
neighbor. The reason is that the people
of Seattle were more awake to their
opportunities than the people of Tacoma.

Thus it has come about that while the
latter remains a way station the former

has become a supply depot. The Colo-
nist hag sufficient faith in the business
ehterprise of the people of Victoria to
believe that when once this city is made
a way station on the great highway to
the North, they will derive the same ad-
vantages from that position ag Seattle
has. "

We are told that traffic to and from
the North will not use the all-rail route
to the head of the Island, and in proof of
this it is mentioned that the Manchester
ship canal was built because water car-
riage was cheaper than land carriage. If
this is a good argument then we may as
well bid farewell once and for all to all
prehope that 'Victoria will derive any
advantage from quicker connection with
the Mainland. by railway ferries. The
argument is one - that means stagnation
if it is well-founded. But it is
not well-founded, and the Manches-
ter illustration . does not support it.
It is in fact without any'foundation
whatever. It is: based upon an entire
misconception of the actual status and
future - demands of the Northern busi-
ness. And vhere let us say that the
Northern busmeqs is beyond present com-
putation. Fti 1s no mere transifory thing
that will be fr)itered away in a year or

two, but‘a great factor in Coast develop-

ment that will grow apace during the
next generation, This traffic demands at
present quicker transportation than it
now -has available, and this can ‘only
be provided satisfactorily by rail to the
north end of Vancouver Island with
ferry connection at.the southern end
with United States railways, sa far as
United States business is concerned, and
with the Mainland of British Columbia,
8o far as Canadian traffic is concerned.
If the imagination, which discovers a
darkey in the woodpile whenever any one
advocates a new project, were devoted to
the realization of what proper communi-
cation with the continent means to Vie-
toria and the whole Island, we would
hear much iess opposition to every pro-
ject that is suggested.

We purposely avoid any reference to
that point of Mr. Langley's letter which
deals with the Port Angeles ferry pro-
ject.- This is not now before the public,
and we have no reason to suppose that it
soon will be. If our information is correct
there is not the least probability that
such a by-law as the city eouncil is now
engaged in framing will ever be submit-
ted to a vote, and this being the case, it
is wholly unnecessary to discuss whether
Mr. Langley’s imaginary raitway man
displays even rudimentary knowledge of

the transportation business. If ever a
by-law is submitted to the ratepayers,
the Colonist proposes to examine it as
critically as it knows how. But that is
not even a -detail of the great scheme
of Island development, which we regret
to see does not meet with Mr. Lamzle\ s
annroval.

——

Mr. W. H. Lnngley has a long letter
in the Victoria Times, which we may re-
fer to again. Jt deals with the propmod
railway to the hend of the Island and a
Southern connection. Mr. Langley says
this would make Victoria only a way
station.  What are Seattle and Vancou-
ver now in. respect to Northern and
Oriental trade?

—_——— e —_—

The very extraordinary letter from
Mr. Marchant which appears in last
night’s Thnes ought to be brought to
the notice of the Dominion government.
Mr. Marchant has a right, if he chooses,
to extend his sympathy to men who
have invaded British territory, but he
ought not to be allowed to live upon the
taxes paid by the loyal people of Can-
ada, while parading this sympathy before
the public.

We have a second letter frem Mr.
Tiarks in regard to the city bndges . but
as no new points are made in it there
seems to be no special reason for print-
ing it. There is one sentence which we
reproduce here. Mr. Tiarks says: “The
Mayor yesterday refused to allow me to
inspect certain documents in the office of
the City Clerk, alleging that 1T was
seeking ‘weapons to use against the cor-
poration.” We have been under the im-
pression that the records in the City

Clerk’s office were public documents, and;.

think the Mayor ought to make some re-
ply to this . statement madc by Mr.
Tiarks.. : i

‘May we ask what it is|
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Diamond lMerchants,
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AGENTS: W. Douglas & Go., and G. E. Golson & Son, Montreal.
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WHITMAN’S STEEL HAY PRESSES

Farm Engines

Straw and Ensilage Cutters; Root Cutters and
Grain Crushers; Vehicles of all Deseriptions.

HARDWARE,

IRON - and STEEL
MECHANICS’ TOOLS.

Write for Catalogue and Priees to E. G. Prior & Co., Ld., Victoria, BC
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i REMEDY FOR IRREGULARITIES
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ennyroyal, &c.

Order of all Chemists, or oct free fo!
$1.00 from HVANS & SONB? LTD., V’IoE
toria, B O.

Martin, Pharmaeeutical Chemist,
Sonthampton.

For Sale ¢ by Tender

By order of the Mortgagee, tenders will
be - received. by the undersigned for the
purchase of one Stamp Mill, Concentrator,
Boiler: and Engine, complete as now_stand-
ing on the Alberni Comsolidated Mining
Ccmpany’s property at Mineral Hill, Al-
berni, and also of mining tools and im-
plementb used in connection with the fore-
going, on or before the 20th day of Novem-
ber, 1899.

The highest nor any tender not necessar-
ily aecepted.

Further particulars ean be had on ap-

plication.
BODWELL & DUFF,
Broughton 8t., Victoria, B. C.
Dateé ©October 17, 1890,

Skeenn Kiver Mineg G0, LTa L1

NOTICE OF MEETING.

An extraordinary general meeting of the
shareholders of the above company will
be held at the offices of Messrs. Hunter &
Oliver, 21 Bastion street, Victoria, B. [ 1%
on Monday, the 68th day of November, 1899,
at 12 o’'clock moon,

Business: Sale of the company’s mineral
il]_x;lms and affairs of the company gen-

lv.

This meeting is called by O. W. D. Clif-
ford, trustee, and holder of ome-fourth of
the lssued simres of the company, under
and by virtue of the comeanys by-laws,
and of section 2 of the Companies’ Aect
Amendment Act. 1898,
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HEAD OFFICE:-Thomas Earle, 93, 94 and 97 Wharf St, Victoria, B.C.
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blanes, Chapped Hands, Sore Eyes,
Sunburn, Earache, Neuralgic and
Rheumatic Pains, Throat Colds
and Skin Ailments are Quickly
relieved by the use of . . ..

OALVERT’S

CARBOLIC ~ OINTMENT

Large Pots, 1»a/ 1144, each (English Rate.)

Editor “Household Words ” says: *“ We
are constantly appealed to for remedies
which can safely be used in domestic prac-’
tice for such ills as skin eruptions, burns,

algie pains, as well u colds m the chest.
indeed, in a host of
we have found Calvert’s Carbolie

F. C. CALVERT & CO,, MANCHESTER

Awarded 85 Gold and Silver Medals, &c.
AGENTS:
Hendersen Bros., druggists, Victoria, B.C.’
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