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INCONSISTENT LIBERALS.

Those who have faith in the consist-

AN EXPLODED SLANDER.

Grit editors and small politicians,

ency of Libera]s will be surprised that |during the general election campaign,
Aldermen Marchant, Macmillan, Hum- | considered Sir Charles Tupper fair game.
phrey and Cameron refused to allow the | They vilified him in a way that dis-

by-law redistributing the wards to be
submitted to the people. These gentle-

gusted decent Liberals, and they retailed
old lies and slanders that had been ex-

mgn are continually talking about posed years ago as if they were the un-

the power of the people—they profess
great respect for the will of the people—
yet, when they were offered the oppor-
tunity of referring a measure in which
the people are deeply interested to the
electors for sanction, they would not em-
brace it. These four aldermen con-
sidered themselves wiser than the ma-
jority of the electors of the city. By
their action they showed that they
considered themselves better quali-
fied to decide what was good for
the citizens than were the citizens them-
gelves. Although the referendum is one
of the principal planks of the
Radical platform the red hot
Radicals of the council refused to
take advantage of it when they had the
chance. Aldérman Wilson was the only
Liberal in the Council whose action was
consistent with his principles. He has
faith in the people, and was willing in
this matter of the distribution of the
wards to abide by their decision ; and so
had the Mayor and Aldermen Wil-
liams, Partridge and Tiarks, who,
although Conservatives, saw that the
measure before the Council is one which
ought in fairness to be submitted for
sanction to the people at the polls. And
they were right. The redistribution
by-law is one upon which the average
elector is as competent to pass an opin-
ion as the average alderman—more com-
petent in fact—for the &verage elector
would most likely have no other motive
in voting for or-against the by-law than
the general welfare of the citizens,
whereas the average alderman might
have private and personal reasons for
casting his vote one way or the other.
The by-law is one of considerable im-
portance, and it is reasonable that every
elector should have the opportunity of
showing in an influential way what he
thinks of it. If the referendum is re-
quired at all it is with respect to
a measure affecting the representation
of the electors in the City Council.
But the Radical aldermen we
have named when they had the
power to redistribute the wards without
consulting the electors were determined
to exercise that power to its full extent.

A THREATENED FAMINE.

Happily in most civilized countries
the danger of suffering from famine is
reduced to a minimum. The means of
intercommunication are so numerous
and so effective that the good harvest of
one district can be made to supply the
deficiency caused by the bad harvest of
another and a distant district. The defec-
tive means of communication was the
principal cause of famine in old times
when highroads were few and bad and
when railroads were unknown. InIndia
and China, even in our own day, the
people of one part of the country were
dying of hunger while the people living
only a comparatively short distance
from them had more food than they could
consume. The failure of therice crop in
Orissa, one of the southwestern provinces
of India, in 1865-66 caused the death of
1,250,000 persons, or one-fourth of the
population. But railroads have been
constructed in India since that time,
and there is little fear of any part of
that country—great in extent as it is—
suffering so dreadfully for want of food.

The region that is now said to be
threatened by famine is a vast stretch
across the northern portion of the great
peninsula, from the Punjaub on . the
west to the Upper Burmah, containing
nearly half the population of the Indian
Empire. If this report is well-ground-
ed, there will be one hundred millions of
persons suffering from scarcity of food.
It is to be hoped that this is an exag-
geration, for if sdch an ifmense popula-
tion as this cannot get enough to eat
there can be but little hope of extending
to them anything like adequate relief,
The latest advices from India inform us
that distress already exists in Northern
Indis, and' that unless the rain comes
soon it will be greatly extended and in-
tensified. The telegram of the 9th to
the London Times says: “Food stocks are
already low in Upper and Central India,
and the high price of grain causes much
discontent. The California wheat now
shipped to India will to some extent re-
lieve the pressure of the situation. A
denial is given to the rumors that the
Indian Government intended shortly
to raise a loan to provide for famine
relief expenditure. The Government,
is, however, sanctioning expenditure
on wells and on short provincial
railways in order to assist distressed
population. The well-stocked district
are sending grain to the areas affected
by scarcity in which there are as yet no
signs of rain. The impression is gaining
ground that grain dealers have ample
stocks for the present but are bent on
forcing up prices—hence grain riots.
Statistics just issued show that the ex-
ports of Indian wheat have been de-
creasing of late years to a considerable
extent.”’

It is devoutiy to be hoped that nature
will extend relief to the region threaten-
ed with famine in the shape of copious

questioned truth. Among the slander-
ers was Mr. Robert McConnell, editor
of the Halifax Chronicle. He wrote and
published an open letter to R, C. Wel-
don, M. P., and Charles H. Cahan, M,
P.P., in which it was asserted that these
two gentlemen had made statements to
the effect that Sir Charles Tupper
had ' been engaged in a corrupt
transaction in connection with a
Canadian loan. In order to
make it appear that he believed what
he had written to be the truth, Mr. Me-
Connell challenged any of the parties
who felt injured by the statements he
made to prosecute him for libel. Sir
Charles Tupper promptly took Mr. Mec-
Connell at his word and prosecuted him
for criminal libel. In the preliminary
proceedings, although many witnesses
were examined, Dr. Weldon among the
rest, Mr. McConnell failed to proye that
either he or Mr, Cahan ever made the
statements attributed to them. ‘They
had not even heard of the transaction
in bonds referred to in the open letter,
and in fact it appears that no issue of
bonds were floated under any such cir-
cumstances as were mentioned.’’
The case was delayed from time to time
on one pretext and another, but at last
Mr. McConnell found that the only course
left him was to retract. Here is the re-
traction that was published in the Hali-
fax Chronicle of the 19th inst. :
Referring to the open letter which ap-
peared in the Morning Chronicle of the
25th February last, the editor and pro-
prietor of this newspaper desire to ex-
plain that it was not thereby intended to
make any charge whatever against Sir
Charles Tupper; that they have no in-
formation or knowledge in their posses-
sion to justify the making of such charge,
and that they regret the publication of
the letter in question, so far as the same

in any way reflects upon Sir Charles
Tupper.

The accusation contained in the letter
was indirectly referred to by Mr. Lister
from his place in Parliament, where he
could safely say almost anything he
pleased. But he took good care to avoid
making any specific statement, though
challenged to do so by Mr. Foster. The
charge, as the reader sees by the retrac-
tion, was so utterly groundless that it is
difficult to understand how any sane
man could be prevailed upon to make it.

THE NEWSPAPER PRESS. .

In an article on “Journalism a5 a
Profession,”” in the October number of
the Westminster Review. Mr. Fred.
Wileon thus descants on the importance
of the Press:

‘“ All classes and conditions of people
chant ite praises, utilise its services and
strive to promote by patronage its in-
creased usefulness. Kingdoms and gov-
ernments depending not at all infre-
quently on its power, extend their
patronizing sanction; statesmen recog-
nising in it an integral part of the ma-
chinery of politics, court its power, or
emé)loy its influences; commercialists
find themselves helpless without its as-
sistance; financiers are impotent when
robbed of this implement; the
worlds of fashion, society, and arg
would scarcely exist in its absence; the
trades and professional classes would be
stranded without its medium; and the
working people, and even the vagrant,
would find life devoid of much of that
which at present makes it tolerable,
were there no such thing. In fact it is
almost impossible to imagine a state of
civilized society without a public press;
and it is therefore not in the least to be
wondered at that people prize it ines-
timably, endeavor in their humble way
to protect its interests and so help to
sustain an imgortant feature of their
national, parochial, social and domestic
life. Such great reforms have been
effected, such great improvements made
in every direction, that at the present
moment the pitch of perfection must
have been arrived at,and that future
enterprise is almost impossible.’’

This seems a great deal to say in favor
of the importance and the usefulness of
the newspaper Press, but if the reader
thinks carefully over what Mr. Wilson
says he will see that he has stated no-
thing but the plain and demonstrable
truth.

A DISCORDANT NOTE.

La Patrie, the paper owned and edited
by Mr. Beaugrand, one of the ex-mayors
of Montreal, is not remarkable for the
loyalty of its utterances. It sometimes
leans towards annexation and at others
it exhibits a yearning for independence.
Mr. Beaugrand is very French indeed,
and altogether republican. He seems
to be impatient of British rule. He has
taken offence at the decoration of the
statue of Nelson on the anniversary of
the battle of Trafalgar, and he exhibits
his displeasure in a rather truculent
manner. But there is no harm in Mr.
Beaugrand. He is a good citizen and at
bottom a worthy man. He has his hobby
and at times he rides it vigorously. Peo-
ple smile at the exhibition which he
makes of himself, but there are very few
indeed, even among his French-
Canadian compatriots, who seem
inclined to follow his example,
Intelligent French Canadians, as a rule,
know when they are well off, They are |
convinced that they would not be so free |
as they are now—have so much of their,

own way—under either the French Tri-
]

‘| predecessors. In  the

gratulate themselves that their lot is
cast among a people who thoroughly
understand what liberty means in prac-
tice as well as in theory.

THE NEW REGIME.

Government are erecting a structure

custom house and post office. It was

has in some way given offence to the
powers that be, or, as is more likely,

who has applied for his position and
whom it ie considered not exactly safe to
refuse. However that may be, Mr. Staf-
ford the other day got the grand bounce.
This was not because he was incompetent
or unfaithful, for we read that Mr.
Adams, the Government Inepector, on
the very day that Mr. Stafford was dis-
missed examined the work and express-
ed himself thoroughly satisfied at the
way in which it was carried on. It is
the Arnprior Watchman, the Grit news-
paper of the town, that bears this testi-
mony to Mr. Stafford’s efficiency.

When Mr. Stafford the builder and
contractor was dismissed, another Clerk
of Works was ready to takehis place.
And whom did the Government appoint
a8 Clerk of Works? What had been his
occupation? This is a conundrum that
every gensible man in the country would
have to give up; and the more sense he
had the more likely he would be to guess
wrong. The man appointed by the Gév-
ernment tosuperintend theerection of the
Arnprior custom house and post office
building had been a dry goods clerk.
‘“ He,” writes a correspondent of the

ttawa Citizen, ‘“has always been a
clerk in his father’s dry goods store, and
helately got a few ticket agencies. He
has never had any kind of experience in
building or architectural work of any
kind. His experience would not enable
him to tell basswood from pine. He
knows nothing of stone, mortar, lime or
any building material.”

But he, or perhaps his father, is a
good - Grit, and" sound Gritism witk the
new administration makes up for 4 de-
ficiencies and disqualifications. This is

how appointmenis are made under the
new regime,

THE ‘“CHANGE” ASKED FOR.

There were voters previous to the last
election who at a loss for an argument to
justify their voting for the Liberals de-
clared that ‘“the country wants a
change,”” ‘it istime we had a chafige.”’
This was the silliest and stupidest pre-
text that was ever resorted to to make
inconsistency and caprice appear reason-
able; and the people are beginning to
find this out. The advocates of changze
for the sake of change have been success-
ful. They now have the change they
longed for. How much the better are
they or the country at large for it? We
arequite certain that there is not one man
in ten in any province of the Dominion
who honestly believes—whatever he
may say—that the change of Govern-
ment is now, or is likely to be in the
future, an improvement.

The new Government has done mno-
thing whatever to benefit the country,
and there is no indication that the ad-
ministration of public affairs is now
purer, more energetic or better in any
way than it was under the Conserva-
tives. In matters of policy the Libgrals
are wholly wanting in originality. They
have even to subsidising the butter trade
and making provision for cold storage
imitated the trade policy of their
matter of
conciliating  Manitoba they have,
it must be admitted, departed
from the course followed by the late
Government. But is the departure here
an improvement? Has the abandon-

and provided for by the Constitution,

atic bribery, been a change for the bet-
ter? We do not believe that the people
of Canada will say that is.

look for results; that the Government

Placing a man with M¢. Israel Tarte’s

great spending departments
Government and attempting to bring
about a settlement of
toba school question

means are acts
discerning in man coming to conclusions
unfavorable to the character of the ad-
ministration.

The Government that|!

is hard to predict the extent of the|British rule is to them pleasant. They, | broom is in any good semse swegping
scarcity and the consequent suffering. |in fact, hardly feel that it is a rule &t clean, or, indeed, that it is clean itself.
all. They are almost completely self-| Those who believed» that the change
governed, and when Mr. Beaugrand | which they helged_to bring about would
talks of the ‘‘British yoke’’ they must|result in giving the country purer and
be puzzled to guess what he means.|more vigorous government must be al-
They know that there is no yoke on their | ready disappointed, and nothing has yet
necks, and when they compare their con- | been done since it has been effected to
dition with that of the citizens of France, | warrant the conclusion that its conse-
either at home or in any French colony, | quences in the future will be in any re-
they see that they have reason to con-|spect better.

e

BEGINNING TO DOUBT.

There are many indications that in-

teiligent men in England are beginning
to find that the policy of free trade is
not suited to the circumstances of the
The working of the new spoils system | country in these days.
which Mr. Israel Tarte is doing his best|of distrust of the infallibility of free
to establish is well illustrated by what |trade in the following extract from an
he has done at Arnprior, Ontario. In|article in the London Times of the 3rd
that town, as in Victoria, the Dominion | instant :

There is a note

There can be no doubt that com-

ich i mercial rivalry has assumed for some
hldhd o Sexve the disble progoeol years back an aspect which did not enter
. 1nto the contemplation of Peel and Cob- |
being built under a Clerk of Works, Mr. | qep at the time of the abolition of the
B. V. Stafford, who is an experienced | Corn Laws, and which was not apparent

builder and contractor. Mr. Stafford|even at the much later period when,

about twenty years agosFawcett express-
ed his confidence in the ultimate and
not distant victory of free trade princi-

there is in the town an influential Grit| ples all over the world. We have now

to deal with protection as a settled
policy definitely adopted and steadily
pursued by the more powerful nations,
no longer content with a defensive atti-
tude, but avowedly adopting aggressive
tactics, appealing boldly, and, as it
seems, successfully to popular sympa-
thies and advancing with the help of a
vigilant and enterprising diplomacy.

The BSaturday Review is more out-
spoken. In a recent article on a trade
topic it said:

To sum up, all thearguments on which
the policy o?fr'ee imports was based have
been destroyed by the events of the last
fifty years. Unless we wish ourselves to
be destroyed for the sake of a theory we
must re-write our political economy and
revise our tariff.

We doubt whether it is within the
bounds of human capacity to devise a
policy suited to all circumstances and
which will continue sound for all time.

MURDERS AND ACCIDENTS.

. RocaEesTER, N.Y., Oct. 27.—Mrs. Car-
rie Whalen, of this city, murdered her
year old infant this morning by throw-
ing him into the Centre street race-
way. She then attempted suicide
by jumping in herself. The babe was
drowned and its body is still in the race-
way. The mother was rescued and
taken to the city hospital and will re-
cover. It is thought she had been made
insane by poverty.

Rricemonp, Mo., Oct. 27.—Mrs. Eva
Winner, wife of Jesse Winner, and her
two children, a girl aged three and a
boy aged eighteen, were murdered last
night. The woman’s head was cut with
an axe and the throats of the children
were cut and their spinal cords severed.
Bloodhounds are being used to trace the
murderer.

York; “Pa.,; "Oct. 27.—The terribly
mangled bodies of Levi Becker, & young
farmer, and a man named King, of
Brooklyn, were found to-day on the
tracks of the Pennsylvania road. The
men had evidently been killed last night
while walking on the tracks. Their
bodies were found about a mile apart,
and it was impossible to identify them
except by their clothing, so badly had
they been mangled.

Provipenck, R. I., Oct. 27.—The body
of Mrs., Albert H. Postel, of Chester,
Pa., was exhumed to-day. It wasin an
almost perfect state of preservation. An
autopsy showed that death had been
(iaused by poison.

LATEST QUOTATIONS.

NEew York, Oct. 28,.—Wheat—Receipts
345,600 bushels, sales 4,725,000; futures
6,000 bushels. Spot strong, No. 2
red 82)5c; No. 1 Northern N.Y. 78%c
f.o.b. afloat, No. 1 hard 80c f.o.b.
afloat. Options opened firm on cables
and ruled quiet until the afternoon
when prices advanced sharply on the re-
ported continuation of the Indian drouth
and purchases of several California car-
goes for Australia. Cash wheat at Min-
neapolis recovering, clesed 4c to 2
higher; May 791{c to 811gc, closed 8lc;
December closed 777%c.

CHicaco, Oct.. 28.—The leading fea-
tures closed as follows : Wheat No. 2, Oct,
683;c.; Dec. 7075c. to 7lc.; May 7554c.
to 7634. Corn, No. 2, Oct. 2314 to 233;c. ;
Dec. 245gc. to 243/c.; May 2814c. to
283gc. Oats No. 2, Oct 17%5c.; Dec.
18!7¢c. to 183gc; May 2114c. to 2154c.
Mess pork, Dec. $6.90; Jan. $7.80. Lard
Dec. $4.30; Jan. $4.50. Short ribs,
Dec. $3.6215; Jan. $3.8715. Receipts,
flourp 16,000 bushels; wheat, 230,000;
corn, 673,639 ; rye, 26,000; barley, 240,-
000. Shipments, flour, 18,000; wheat,
21,000; corn, 617,000; oats, 494,000 ; bar-
ley, 232,000, .

TRIALS AND TROUBLES
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Chamois Label.

You wog’g feel the Wind —ma

even tho’ you're out all day, when
you have your clothing interlined
with Fibre Chamois. Because it
is a complete non-conductor of heat
and cold, and preserves the natural
warmth of the body, keeping out
every breath of raw air and frosty
wind. What’smore, the waterproof
Rigby process makes it impene-
trable to the driving sleet or an all
day’s rain.

Prepare to enjoy thorough com-
fort outdoors in all weather by

seeing that this popular interlining is put in all your ordered cloth-
ing, and only buy the reacdy-made garments which have the Fibre
It only costs 25 cents a yard, and will
provide a healthful warmth of which nothing can rob you,
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E. G. PRIOR & CO.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER 2 KAMLOOPS
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Iron, Steel, Mill and Mining Supplies, Agricultural
Machinery and Implements, Wagons,

—AND—

MASSEY-HARRIS BICYCLES

LIABILITY

WARE

SRECTETS

and Carts,

ll%u c‘6@(‘?r@‘a’WW“B’WW‘O"O’%’WW(GTW‘H?H?“&”W

| MAKE MAN.

2

'o“ 4
s & L TS
i '7}':' » V‘..‘

i
-

P Yt
A

This extra-
ordinary Re-
juvenator g
the most won-
derfu‘l disocov-
ery of the age.
It bas been en-
dorsed by the"
leading scien-
fific mem of
Burope and
America.

Hudyan s

Constipation,
dizsiness Fall.
ingBensa-
tions, Nervous
twiteshingof
the eyes “x._
ool gy
wuans P,
Strengthens,
invigorates
and tones the
entire system.
Huydan cures
Debility, Ner-
vousness, Zoq-
Swnar 3= 2 i

LoST
WANHKOOD.

Yoa Roic=ip
Gver 2,000

wyane X, 5T X _ LT
The new discovery was made by the Speciai-
Ists of the old famous Hudsom Medical Insti-
tute. 1t is tha strongest vitalizer made. It is
very powerful, but harmless. Learn the grand
truth of health, make yourself a man again by
ulnr the Californian remedy. You can only
t it from the Hudsem Medical Imstitute.
rite for frse circulars. 8end for testimonials
and oirculars free.
HUDSON MEDICAL INSTITUTR,
Btockton, Market and Rllis Sta.,

SAN FRANCI&CO, California,

o

HEAVY FIRE IN MASSACHUSETTS.

LAwRENCE, Oct. 27.—The Washington
Mills, one of the largest cotton and dress
goods manufactdring firms in the city,
werg badly damaged by fire which broke
out half an hour before midnight, Every
fire engine in Lawrence was on the

not until 1:30 that the flames were sub-
hour yesterday morning the stock in miil

rning furiously, but all
spreading was past. It

these acts in the first few months of ita | all future trouble, you must wateh bs ot |18 estimated the loss to ihe Washington

existence is not likely to improve as it
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BIRTHS.

CLYDE—On the 27th inst., the wife of A. J
Clyde, of a son.

CROFT—At Seattle, on the 23rd September, to
the wife of Richard Croft, M.D., a son.

MCGREGOR—At “ Gregara,” Belcher avenue, on
the 27th inst., the wife of J. Herrick Mc-
Gregor, P.L.S., of a son.

RHODES—In this ecity, on the 22nd inst., at
Colina Cottage, the wife of C. W. Rhodes,
of a daughter.

CUTHBERT—On the 23rd inst., the wife of Her-
bert Cuthbert, of a daughter.

MARRIED.

TUNSTEAD-STEINBERGER — On October 26th,
Thomas Tunstead, of 8aanich, to Louisa
Catherine, eldest daughter of William Stein-
berger, of Lake District, grand-niece of the
late Baron Steinberger, eousin of Colonel
Steinberger, and grand-daughter of the late
Henry McHugh, J.P. No cards.

DIED.

CUTHBERT—On the 23rd inst., the infant daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Cuthbert,.

MASKED ROBBERS.

OxLaHAMA, Oct. 27.—Sac and '0x, an
Indian agency sixty miles southeast of
here, was held up and looted by the
same gang of bandits who looted the
town of Carney last week. Sac and Fox
is 36 miles from Carney. There were

four masked robbers mounted and
armed. They first rode to the office of
Agent Thomas, who had $46,000 in
greenbacks ready to pay the Indians.
Thomas was in his office. The robbers
then went to the store of Mrs. Fanny
Whistler, covered the inmates and tcok
$486 and valuable papers from the safe.
Then they held up J. W. Moffit’s place
and got $59 and a gold watch. Chief
Keekuk’s place was robbed of $80 and
$3,000 worth of notes. The boldness of
the robbers frightened the traders and
people so badly that they were unable
toresist. After robbing Keekuk’s plare,
the bandits pushcd through the grounds
of the government Indian gchool, firing
their guns. Two robbers were recog-
nized as being in the Carney hold-up.

SUFFERING FROM CANCER.

Bosron, Oct. 27.—John L. Sullivan,
ex-pugilistic champion, is the victim of
cancer. The trouble has developed in

the right hand, and Dr. Calvin, of the
mergency hospital, upon whom Sulli-
van called for treatment, declares that it
ie a dangerous cancer. Dr. Calvin, who
has operated on the hand, says that un-
less Sullivan takes great care he will
lose his arm.

Heart Disease Relieved in 80 Minutes.—Dr.
Agnew’s - ure for the Heart gives perfect relief
in all cases of Organic or Sympathetic Heart
Disease in 30 minutes, and speedily effects a
cure. It isa peerless remedy for Palpitation,
8hortness of Breath, Smothering 8pells, Fain in

Left Side and all Symptoms of a Diseased Heart.
One dose convinces.

Sold by Dean & Hiscocks and Hall & Co.

As Well as Ever.
DEAR SIRs,—After suffering for two years
from acute indigestion I tried B.B.B. I took
only three bottles, which made me as well as
everl was. I highly recommend B.B.B. to all
dyspepties.
MRs. JoHN WHITE, Austin, Man.

'of work for ten days.

s T o O O
Mining Companies’ office stationery a
specialty at the CoLoNisT office. =
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