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2500 WOMEN HOLD UP STREET CARS

AND COLLECT MONEY FOR HOSPITALS

Unique Methods in Sydney, N. S. W.---Mr. Gahan’s Second Australian Letter---

Politics the Ruling Passion of the People.

Covernmepts Upset™Su

—Fourteen Parliaments for

ddenly agd Frequently—The First Labor Admnistration in History Formed
4,000,000 People—State Socialism Rampant—

Peaple Look to Government for Everything.

Sydney, N. S. W., May 15. — Every-
pne who has laughed (and who has
Yot?) over the three-cornered fight in|
Midshipmen Easy, should enjoy the
present awkward situation in Austra-
Jian polities. For five months the!
three parties, led by Mr. Deakin, Mr.!
2¢id and Mr. Watson, have been oc-
cupying positions equally advantage- |
ous or disadvantageous in the triang
ular field of federal affairs—and the |
shooting has just begun. It is impos- |
sible to say yet whether political fate
will be as lenient as Captain Marryat
to all concerned. Although in the
premier position, the Labor man seems
at the present moment to be in a fai
way to get the bullets of the other two.
3ut there are so many fragmentary
elements, public and personal, in the
problem, and the political kaleidoscope
turns so quickly in Australia, that
prophecy would be rash indeed.

The present situation ludicrous o1
gerious, according to your point of
view, is just the subject to interest
readers of these letters. It brings
Australian polities into the promin-
ence that is their due, not only because
their progressive character makes
them the most remarkable feature of
civilization here, but also because,
when matched with Canadian politics
they afford most interesting points of
comparison and contrast, some of
which are well illustrated in the pres-
ent crisis.

THE THREE-CORNERED CRISIS.

Since last 1 wrote, Australia has had
one change of Government, and will
probably have at least another before
this letter gets itself into print. Three
weeks ago the protectionist ministry
of Mr. Deakin was replaced Dby the
Labor ministry of Mr. Watson, and,
before another month is out, Mr. Wat-
son may be replaced by Mr. Reid, and
a ministry of free traders. These
political Australians have a propensity
for turning one party out and putting
another party in, on very short notice.
In Canada opposition papers are usual-
ly prophesying political crises that
never come to pass; here, the crisis
usaally comes almost before the papers
can give a week’'s warning. In the
present parliament, of course, it would
have been easy for anyone to concoct
a4 crisis. At the general elections, just
before Christmas, the seventy-five seats
in the House of Representatives were
divided equally among the protection-
jste, free traders and labor men. With
the aid of half the free traders the

| penny.

and Adelaide. The telephones here
are of a far better pattern than you
get from the Bell Company in Canada,
though I admit that the hello-girls
might well learn celerity from the girls
of London. And as for the tramways,
I doubt if any city in the world has a
better street car system than Sydney,
where you may ride for miles for a
Of course, imperfections and
abuses creep in as they do into all
government departments. Unprofitable
railways are sometimes built, osten-
sibly ‘‘to encourage settlement,” but
really to please the political friends or
placate the political foes of the min-
istry in some distant and difficult con-
stituency. New Zealand, where the
government managment of railways
has been least successful, has also es-
tablished state insurance, against both
death and fire. And here in New South
Wales there are proposals for govern-
ment iron works, clothing factories and

engine shops. At the present time there |
is being installed in Sydney a splendid |

government system of electrie lighting.

This is state socialism pure and
simple. But democracy here has run
along other lines that are less surely
socialistic. The early closing law which
has been such a boon to shop assist-
ants and proprietors alike, might well
be on the statute books of every free
nation. It provides that on four days
in the week all shops, except in cer-

arrangement whereby any
may escape the payment of fee
makes personal application
chancellor, and the exemption is' a
secret between the chancellor and
himself, unknown to the professors or
fellow students., But on the whole,
conservative Canada makes far better
provision than democratic Australia
for the. education of its budding citi-
zZens.

There are other advanced problems
in Canada which have no place in prac-
tical politics here. Some of your prov-
inces have lately been indulging in
the luxury of prohibition plebiscites;
but, in Australia proper prohibition of
the liquor trade is not even dreamed
of. The Australian, like the English-
men, thinks that his city architecture
would be sadly deficient if there were
not a multiplicity of pubs. In New
Zealand there is a Local Option Law,
but reports about its success are Very
conflicting. New Zealand is also rais-
ing the question of the abolition of the
Upper House, but in Australia every
| colony has a second branch in its leg-
}isluture. Some of them are elected,
some nominated, but all are more or
lless unsatisfactory. Yet no party has
i yet proposed that the Australian States
ishould follow the example of Ontario,
Manitoba and British Columbia. At
the present time there are fourteen
i fully-fledged Houses of Parliament to
govern less than {nur million Austral-
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individual energy has made Austral-
jans lean more and more upon their
governiments. The recent . drought
taught the country what a crying need
there was for -rrigationbut pastoral-
ists, instéad of rol}ing up their sleeves
and digging irrigation reservoirs and
canals for themselves, content them-
selves with sending deputations to the
government, praying to undertake
the work. That is largely the origin of
the socialistic tendencies in Australian
politics. The government here con-
trols so many departments, which in
older countries are left to private en-
terprise, that people usually think of
doing a thing for themselves only when
their parliaments refuse to do it for
them. A long paragraph in the papers
the other day gave an amusing illus-
tration of this. It was renorted seri-
ously, as a most extraordinary thing,
that the people of a small Victorian
town, after petitioning the Siate Gov-
ernment in vain for twenty years for
a clock in the town hall- tower, had
actually raised a subscription and
bought the clock for themselves. Truly
wonderful in Australia,

LITTLE LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

The same paragraph illustrates, by
the way, how little Australia knows of
local government. Sydney, a city of
half a million has, by special privi-
lege, a Lord Mayor and a municipal
council, but their powers are ridicu-
lously small when compared with your
municipal authorities in Canada, to
say nothing of the United States. They
are little more than a No. 2 committee
to keep the roads in repair. The water
supply, the sewerage system, the har-
bor, the street cars, the fire brigades,
the policemen, and the schoo! teachers
are all controlled by the state premier
and his cabinet. And no other muni-
cipalities in the state are even as well
off us Sydney. Newcastle is a city of
sixty thousand people, a hundred miles
away, but if a man wants a iob col-
lecting train fares there, he must
apply to the state government. Bourke
is a town in the same state, five hun-
dred miles away, on the edge of the
,never-never country, but if a culvert
needs repairing there, application must
be made to the same. dignified author-
ities in Svdney. And.it is just as bad
in the other states. It is ridiculous, no
doubt, that premiers and cabinet min-
isters should go on doing ‘¢ity and
town and county council work, but
even Australians cannot. . free them-
selves easilv from traditional methods
of government. A hundred years ago
the city was the state, and as out-
posts of settlements sprang up further
and further into the interior, the state
government followed to control them.
| In the cities, indeed, you find one of
the main keys to the extremely demo-
‘”"“,i“ tendency of Australian politics.
{ As T have pointed out repeatedly, the
‘cardinal feature of Australian settle-
gmﬂnt is the size of the cities. Sydney
land Melbourne, each with over half a |
!milli(m inhabitants, comprise more
| than a quarter of the total population
|of Australia. Nearly half of it is cen-
tered in the six capital cities. South
Australia covers between eight and
]nine hundre@ thousand scuare miles,
but probably four-fifths of its popu-
lation live within fifty miles of Ade-
i laide. But the largest outlaying
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are talking about federal aggression“
The question is now before the courts
\\:hether or not the states have the
right to tax Commonwealth property
and levy stamp duties on Common.-
wealth documents. The first bill which
Mr. Watson has promised to lay be-
fore the Senate is one to select the
federal capital. This is a subject cal-
culated to rouse all slumbering state
jealousies. Meanwhile each state is
suffering severely from the loss of
revenue that resulted when some of the
best paying departments were handed
over to the federal government., Xcon-
omy has to be the watchword for the
immediate future—and economy is
never easy, and seldom popular. Still
the people will not bear with the incon-
gruity of having a local parliament of
more than a hundred members, when
are found suflicient
legislate for the continent as a whole.
The reduction of members is a neces-
sary corollary of federation, and it has
been decided on already in Victoria,
South Australia and New South Wales.
PARTY DIVISIONS DIFFERENT.

arities in the problems

of the
young federations, party

politics here |

quite distinct,
tive are words that are unknown hm‘u'}
as strict party names. 3ut even in

al
have a different meaning.
minds, high tariffs are associated with |
conser yatism, low tariffs with liberal- |
ism. Here the high tariff party ‘
been responsible for most of the radi-
cal legislation, and the free traders

|
|
i

ative element. In the pact the tariff
has always been the dividing line, but
tomorrow the fiscal issue may be sac-
rificed to the need of coalition
tween Mr. Deakin and Mr. Reid.

will be curious to note how this \\‘ill]
affect local politics, because, in the!
Australian states, as in the Canadian |
provinces, parties continue to divide on
the old federal lines,

.Hu{ party divisions here are not only
different in kind, but far less strict in
force than they are in Canada. No
person here seems bound to support
one leader or one party through thick
and thin. At the present mmﬂmnt. Sir
John Forrest and Sir William Lyne
both members of the recent ])L*:‘!](ﬂl;
sovernment, are taking up positions

a be- |

| towns regard themselves as little more
i than suburb of the capital. Items
{of interest from Ballarat, a splendid
city of nearly fifty thousand,
in the Melbourne papers
heading of ‘“‘country news,” and New-
castle news is labelled in the =same
way in the Sydney papers, These coun-

a

under the |

ago,
appear ‘ the

{the Barton

about the coalition as far asunder as
tl}e. _1»()]0.\'. Sir John, whom you had
\'lSlIll'lg you in Canada a ‘\'v:nf' or two
is pyulmh)y little impressed with
unanimity of federal cabinets. A
or two ago, he declared boldly
that there were too many captains in
Government, and a little

year

say a good word for him.
commission in the same state has just
found yvour own Dr. Montague, of Hal-
dimand, who visited Australia a couple
of vears ago, guilty of an attempt to
bribe
premier at that time.
is
matter, but even the suspicion which
hung over his head for a few
has
long as Australian public sen
wholesome, :
corruption and jobbery
way into high places.
THE PRESENT CRISIS.
The present crisis will illustrate the! is first taste of
fact that there is not here the same| Day celebration, where he might fairly
selfish and unscrupulous scramble for
office that a Canadian sometimes sees
o . . { nearer home.
and preparing to defend their rights.|jsters could easily
political skins by adopting the labor
programme.

te

as they
though they naturally felt that their
larger
to make
Deakin, however, they found a premier
far less pliable than his predecessor,
Sir Edmund Barton.
son wanted to bring state civil servants
under the new federal arbitration bill,
the prime minister refused point blank,
and
of the
| opponents
selves
move, Mr. Reid voted with the Govern-
| ment,
| his followers should go intn the oppo-
10| gite lobby to carry the labor amend-
ment.
office the minority under Mr. Watson.
But,
lbo content to
| shades of
‘Erest. one of the evicted ministers, has
Though there are many such simil- | held office
two ' three years,
! members now in opposition, hoth free
and in Canada run on lines that are|traders
Liberal and Conserva- | long
colonies before f
tomed to rule like this will hardly sit:
looser sense these names in Australia | meekly down while a ministry of day

In your |Jaborers,
dr
teachers make their
has | attempt at
amateurs have
are
have usually been the most consery- | patriotic
| to
hard werk, and sheer torce of charac-
| ter.
very
it | whom
ation of

Watson’'s accession to power would be
followed by an  immediate national
disaster, if not by a visitation from
offended Heaven. A labor government’
and then the deluge, said they. These
Jdear old bodies were mightily surpris-
ed to find that Australian stocks were
not affected one tittle by the out-going
of Mr. Deakin and the in-coming of
Mr. Watson. Sensible citizens rejoice
that the turn of political fortune has
| given the labor members a touch of
of | the sobering responsibility of office, as
their | well as a chance to refute the libel
that they are all revolutionary fire-
|
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brands. The new premier made his
mitial appearance in public fresh from
office, at the May

| pe expected to express any revolution-
tary notions that were In him. ad
of promising a bill for the imme e
‘introduction of the socialistic millenni-
‘um, Mr. Watson quietly reminded his
audience that their ideals for indus-
trial happiness could be realized only
1 by advancing slowly step by step, and
that no forward step could be taken
permanently unless it was founded on
of the majority of the
and practical as their
i progress was. he warned them that
| few, if any, of their reforms could be
carried this season. as the present par-
liament did not give them a stable or
independent majority. Majority rule,
advantage 1t is clear, must be restored: and ma-
doth their jority rule, in a house divided egually
them- among three parties can be based only
clever  upon a coalition. But who are to coal-
esce? That is the guestion of the hour.
Tt is understood that Mr. Deakin and
Mr. Reid have pretty well up-
on a plan of union. by sinking the fis-
cal for number of vears, but
Mr. Deakin would prefer to co-operate
with his old allies, the labor men,
from whom now waiting to
celve overtures. The policy of Aus-
tralia many irs to come may de-
twenty - | pend upon the made by the
the other| three parties which to meet sep-
arately in caucus day after to-
morrow.
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s STOREHOUSE THERE
X —Medical experiments have
wn conclusively that there are medi-
cinal virtues in even ordinary plants
growing up around us, which give them
a value that cannot be estimated. 1t is
held by some a Nature provides 2a
cuic foi SOy . which neglect and
ignorance have upon man. How-
ever this rmay well known that
Parmelee’s Vegeto distilled from
a herbhs, are a sovereign remedy
Yin curing all disorders of the digestion.
Nearly all
ruin- ! Columbia are
if Mr. currency.

A
hod-carriers, miners, engine sho
ivers, printers, reporters and school
first amateurish
government. So far these
not done badly. They
reasonable, serious, sincerely
men who have won their way
national prominence by discipline,
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Some foolish people to whom the
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every reform seems the
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ltry folk look to the city not only for
| supplies and amusement and news,
but also for nolities,
| And so the Australian states are the
!l\f-urwst modern parallel to the
| states of ancient times. Sydney,
| bourne and Adelaide” are not yet :xs.
!d(-mm-rnlit' as Athens, where every |
j man was a member ' ¢f parliament and
| cabinet ministers were appointed by |
| lot, but that is because Athens was |
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e’ t ‘to make life here re- |night they preyed upon the charitable | of deference which is so characteris- { would call personally upon the min-
engue elem(;:\iq Y‘Pn]‘lll‘k‘l\)le only for im?m;m,mq “of the citizens. cach col-}tie of the Australian, as you would | THE FEDERATIONS COMPARED. tster and ask him when he could get
":,;Ttli(l:)k;mt its polit‘i(‘s ‘vry Oyez to the |lector was armed with a persuasive (find to your cost if you were a IA‘”'g‘;'g As it is, federation does not seem to Lh_ﬁ’ papers thrnvugh. gt L
-~ -1d " They have been the most ad- !smile and a wooden mission box. The employer of labor. And so, no matter | pave put any conservative brake upon Well, h.e would say, “I shall 11,}
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"m'l“‘ men have usually held the | havenochange smaller than sovereigns ' wife) may bar the door of your home | { " compare the federal system in thel _Then it was your time to bet him
}hT - ml:?l“'f’t“n {hp other two parties, land the calculating churl who started :xguinft th.9 ST - nut.ﬂdm-‘v ot must | 45 great colonies. There are, nf] £50 to a new h:frlt thnt_hw could not do
halance - because Australians as a | out with a pocketful of pennies, were bhe prepared to meet every feno.“icourse. many differences, due mx'gvly,it The bet was booked, and you in-
but chiefly IF:(.}I\"l{l\‘e e ;‘n{uq‘ fl;r dém-“‘““h bled to his last coin. Wherever citizen on the street, in the r;_ul—] the time and conditions of ovigin. | variably lost your £50. Still it was
:Ll:ll(["l: Se;:glliti‘(‘s.A e 2 l;, man t}ﬂ‘]n*d. a smile and a mission way carriage, and at the W)Hm'%’ht was in the very year that the Do- \vm'l,h n ‘I’I:'ld you not 1':\111 Hu: \\‘:xgﬁ’ur
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clear-skied Australia around the department for two or
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state socialism are budding, an a | life. Suspicion attached itself not to
the honesty but to the absolute fair-
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driven from public office without a man
or a newspaper in the whole state to

labor party soon succeeded in carry-
ing an impossible amendment to the
Arbitration Bill, a Government mea-
sure of first importance. Mr. Deakin
promptly resigned, and Lord North-
cote sent for Mr. Watson. In taking
office, Mr. Watson formed the first
purely labor government in history,and
thereby made necessary some radical
changes in old party relationships upon
which must hang the fate of advanced
labor legislation for several years to
come. Minority rule cannot last; and
majority rule in the present parliament
can only be based upon an alliance be-
tween two of the three equal parties.
If the two old brigades can forget the
fiscal quarrel and the personal x‘i\'.'|l~|
ries, they may form a coalition which
will throw labor into a hopeless min-
ority for half a generation. If, on the
other hand, the Trades’ Hall is guided
by its more moderate spirits, there may
vet be a labor coalition which will
commit Australia still further to state
soeialism and other experiments in

l;}}er he openly quarrelled with Mr
Kingston while both sat hip by h:nmx-l;
on the treasury bench. He h};(] also to
E]sut up \\'i}th almost daily attacks from
(-ity“Mr' Austin Chapman,
Mel- | 8overnment whip, and

succeeded him in the defence depart-
ment. Mr. Allan Mclean, one of the
U“w(»_\'ﬂl'lﬂﬂﬂﬂf‘g right-hand men, used !('r
 bait Sir William Lyne in much the
same way: and Sir Malcoim McEath-
)mn. to whom the Government is sup-
11:(»_.«-(‘] to have promised the high com-
| missicnership, has always 1 y

“Here, in Colorado, is the crest of the continent, its supremest uplift, where from a vast central
plateau, itself 6,000 feet above the sea, rise hundreds of granite peaks into the regions of perpetual
SNOW. Here the waters of a continent are divided and great rivers flowing to either ocean have
their source. Here are canons, gorgeous, awc-inspiring and stupendous, which testify to the
hoary age of the mountains they have cut asunder. Here are the continent’s treasure vaults,
where veins of gold and silver seam the granite mountains. Here are medicinal sprir for healing
and refreshment; and here, under skies of deepest blue. lies a sun-bathed land with a climate
whose delights and perfections the lowland dweller may not know.’— Geo. Kex Buckman.

CO].OI'adO is only a night’s ride via the Rock [sland System from Chiczgo
and St.Louis. The Rock Island’
can be.

Summer tourist rates in effect June I to
trip from Chicago; $25 from St. Loui:
Full information at this office.
A.C. TorRPIN,
General Agent, Passenger Dep't,
77 Yonge Street, Toronto, Can,
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They are manufactured by
NEW PROCESSES and are SUPERIOR to
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| same problems that perplexed Cangda
thirty years ago. West Australia, like
British Columbia, is threatening to se-
cede if it does not get a trans-contin-
ental railway. State authorities here,
like provincial authorities in. Canada,
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is a physical impossibility. It is little
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day, early closing and mini-
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