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CEYLON TEA

- PURE. DELICIOUS. ECONOMICAL

Sold in Lead Packets Only,
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To Lovers of Good Health.

We have just received a quantity of the

RAILSTOIN

Breakfast Food

AND ——

Pancake Flour

These are made from the Ralston formula,
and are recommended by the President of
the Ralston Health Food Ciub.

They aranteed to Zv‘ the pures
and most wholesome and palatable goods
on the market. You can eat the pancakes
without suffering from indigestion. One
trial will convince you,

Fitzgerald,
Seandrett & Co,.

169 DUNDAS STREET.
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Peculiar Phase of Life in Bengal
and Central India.

The Ancient System of Child Betrothals 4 :
! method. A six-inch iron or brass hook is

Still in Vogue~—Self-Inflicted Tortures of
the Yogi=The Ever-Useful Elephant.

Among East Indian women, especially | of agony are drowned by the blowing of
of the higher classes, it is the custom 10 | o,nches and the beating of tom-toms.

contract marriages between children. It

is a disgrace for a high-caste girl to | i, v other seekers after immortal happi-

| ness.

attain the marriageable age without be-
ing married, and so child marriage has
become the custom. In a Brahmin family

the father of a girl 18 nonths old begins |

to look for a husband for her. To make
a match he picks out a boy in a family
of equal social standing and calls to offer
his daughter's hand in marriage. If the
father is willing he states how much of a
dowry he wants for his som’s hand, and
such preliminaries being arranged the
marriage is fixed, “.J‘oush the young
couple may both be infants at the time.
If the chosen groom should die beiore the

couple begin to live together the girl be- |

comes a widow,
again.
higher castes,
common people.) Oa the other hand, the
yeung man, whenever he is left a widow-
€r, may Inerry
wishes. This custom of child-betrothal®.s
a very cruel one, and a great effort is be-
ing made to abolish it.

and may never marry

case of divéorce among the Brahmins, for,
naturally enough, a woman will put up

with a great deal from her husband when |

she knows that she will never be able to
get another one.

A queer result of these child marriages
happens when the parents of one of the
children make a second betrethal for
their child. Such a case came up in the
Burhamore criminal session two or three
years ago. A little girl, six years old,was

placed on trial for bigamy with a gentle- .

man aged nine, her first husband being
still living. The prisoner was married
when two years old, and so couldn’t
plead the lawful seven years cof absence
irom the first hugband to justify her
crime. Of course, she could not plead at
all, the parents being the chief offenders.
the jary re-
turned a verdict of ‘‘met guilty,”’ and
the two children wailked out of court
hand in hand, wondering, no doubt, what
all the fuss and talk sighified.

The young married people live with
their respective parents until they are of
marriageable age, and at the wedding
the groom sees the face of his wife for
the first time. There are very few divorce
cases among the Brahmins, not one in a
million, although for good cause the wife
will leave her husband and return to her
childhsod’s home. As a rule, however,
the Hindoo home is a happy ene, the wife
gentle, obedient to her lord and master
(as was Sarah, the patriarch’s wife) and
fond of her children.

A curious phase of Hindoo hfe is the
religious hermit, or ‘‘Sunyasee.” Now
and then a man of prominence decides to
forsake the world, its pomps and vani-
ties,and to embrace the life of an ascetic,
a life of contemplation. While this deter-
mination sometimes comes to the wor-
who takes thd

A HINDOO LADY.

method of getting rid of his
worries, it is just as likely to come to his
highn the rajah. About ten years ago
the eldest son of the rajah of Travancore,
who was then about 50 years old, weal-
thy and living in a splendid palace, and
of course the chief ncbleman in thnt part
suddenly
the life of a Sunyasee.

One day he told his friends he was go-
ing on a railroad journmey and sent his
scrvants and traveling equipage from the
palace to the railway station,
not follow.
and was hear

never of again by his

3y

the “‘Gooroo,
his highness
Sunyasee.

property among his relatives and de-

endents and went away stark naked into |
P \

the wilds of the Western Ghants to get

The Sunyasee

sciousness of the universal soul (which is

{ God) is to ignore ail worldly cares, even
| the desire for food, clothing and
| and to meditate through the years

shelter,
until
some day the inner and divime light
shall come to him

One of the most deadly mnarcotics used
in the far east,espeacially in central India,
is hasheesh, which is an extract of a
plant known to the druggist and botanist
as Cannabis Indica. A simple tea made
of the leaves and flowers of the plant is
especially at
festivalg, and is mildly stimulasmg The
drug itself, however, is smoked in a pipe,
with an equal quantity of tobacco, the
smoker topping the pipeful with a piece
of live charcoal. Its first effect 13 a deliri-
ous exhilaration or frenzy, under the in-
fluence of which the smoker is liable to
commit murdee, The Hindoos call the
habitual hasheesh smoker ‘‘hashash,”
formm being ‘‘hashashin,’’
comes the Englinsh word
‘‘agsassin.’’ Strangely enough, we go to
far-away India for a word to describe the
man who, under soms maddening influ-
ence commits murder.

The freazied stage of hasheesh is sue-

if the dose has been strong enough, this
i= followed by a heavy stupor-like condi-
tion which lasts for hours. It issaid thag

{8 fortmqht 8 indulgence in the hasheesh

pipe will make a lifelong victim, & hash-
eésh flend.

Although the British government has

. able to bend their legs.

(This rule applies only to the |
and is not observed by the |

again as often as he !
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except that his re- |
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In another instance a wealthy |
: ghipowner of Tanjore divided up all his

believes |

lpnt down the volnntary self-immolation

| of Tindoo devoteas at Jaggernath, whera

Toid by 2 Traveller

i cessicnal car.of the god Krishna, and has

the -piously inclined  throw themselves
under the pendercus wheels of the pro-

alse prohibited the suicide of the widow

{ on her dead husband’s funeral pile, it
| does not interfere with the self-inflicted
¢ torture practiced on themselves by the

‘“‘yogi’’ and the ‘“‘fakir.”” These religious

{ men punish themselves in strange and

parharous fashion to propitiate the god-
dess Kalee. Hook-swinging is a favorite

inserted into the muscles of the back
and the victim is swung around a pole
by the temple attaches, while his shrieks

Less violent but longer torture is resorted

Some pass years holding an arm
upright above the head until it becomes
impossible to lower if, other remain
standing against a tree until they are un-
While these shock-

HINDOO COOLIE WOMAN.

ing exhibits are becoming less common
with the advance of civilization one
doesn’t have to live long in Bengal or
central India without seeing specimens
of the tortured ‘‘yegee.’”” Oftentimes
within 100 yards of the Christian church
may be seen the poer little Hindeo tem-
ple whose shrine is blackened by the soot
frem the hundreds of votive lamps.

If you live near any ‘‘sacred’’ city like

Benares, for instance, you will be shocked

by the spectacle of dozens of vogees,
rivaling each other in the hideousness of

their dress and the ingenious unpleasant- |
ness of their self-imposed penances, walk- |
ing, crawling or rolling along the road or |
quarters |

prowling about your servants’
in search of alms.

No stories or sketches of life
are complete without a story about that
strange resident, the elephant.
pachyderm is very much in evidence,

sometimes as a beast of burden, used in |

the lumber yards, where he handles huge
sticks of lumber as if he rather enjoyed
pulling and hauling, while, in. lighter
work, he is employed to carry his native
masters, to be gayly caparisoned for holi-
day processions and to be used by the
dominant British instead of the horse to
bring the heavy artillery to the parade
ground, or assist in moving the tents and
other military goods when the regiment
is on the march. The elephant is very
like a child in some respects. He can be
coaxed by petfing, by pieces of sugar,and
even by promises of future reward. The
Hindoo mahout is accustomed to get
extra effort from Hooshiar Hatti (the

is¢ elephant) by promising it ‘‘back-
sheesh’ (reward), and the beast will look
for larger and sweeter ‘‘chupati’’ (cakes)
at supper time for his backsheesh. Woe
betide the, mahout if he fails to keep his
promise, and forgets the large chupati.
The elephant never forgets!—J. hnug
Crabbe.

NOVEL ENTERTAINMENT.

It Was Provided by a St, Louis Hostess for
Her Feminine Friends,

A wealthy St. Louisan in the vicinity
of Lafayette Park provided a novel form
of entertainment for his guests one even-
ing last week, says the Republic.

The hostess was extremely anxious to
provide something original for the edifica-
tion of a score of guests whom she intend-
ed to call together for an informal even-
ing. Her husband promised to provide
such novelty, and took a boon companion
into his confidence to that end. They had
not exchanged ideas thirty consecutive
seconds before they hit upon the device
of converting the elegant parlors into a
gambling house pro tem. A faro bank,
a roulette wheel and poker and keno

‘lay-outs’’ were easily procurable, as the
conferrees well knew, and that part of
the programme was soon settled.

introduction of a pair of bulldogs, guar-
anteed to reduce each other to
meat in three rounds. This rather stag-
gered the ambiticus host, but his friend
is a ward politician, and with
quence he always keeps on draught soon

convinced the other that the evening |
=3

would be a failure without those bull-
dogs.

The evening arrived and with it came

the guests. The ladies were prettily

shocked at sight of the gambling para- |
phernalia, but became accustomed to it |

in an astonishingly short time and shared
in the games with becoming vim.
when the yellow bulldogs made their un-

expected entrance that the horror of the |
The beasts |

fair guests proved genuine.
yelped and grov’led and .xcwed othc" pe-
culiarly canine symptomns ‘spoiling
for a fight.”” Thereupon the hmeq sought |

refuge on the piano and card tables and |

chairs,
a mouse.

conducting their retreat as from |

Notwithstanding excited feminine pro- | G
testations, the friend who had been con- | “urSery the Queen entered unexpectedly.
sulted as to & novelty in entertainment | lx'i;h Nelly stood up, pale and trembling
| Thé Queen presently saw her,

| kindly :(—

unleashed the dogs. It was an exciting
climax to an ‘‘original’’ evening. The
dogs feasted for flve minutes on choice
bits of each other’s anatomy. The ladies
screamed and the friend who was con-
sulted exulted in the success of his nov-
elty.

him—that thé ladies’ dasire for gore had
been fully gratified, he doused the dogs
into a convenient tub of water and sep-
arated them,

Rapidity of Electricity.

Electricity can travel faster than 200,-
000 miles in a second, or, in other words,
instead of requiring 20 minutes to go
around the world once like messages re-
cently dispatched from an American ex-
position, it can make the journey eight
times in one sécond. This would be at
the rate of apeut 520 times in one min-
ute, or 16,000 times in 20 minutes.
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NELSON AT COPENHAGEN.

His Refusal to See the Sigaal of Recall
From Admiral Parker.

Captain Alfred T. Mahan, the great
naval tactician, has amarticle on ‘‘Nelson
in the Battle of Copenhagen’ in Century.
As to the demeanor of Lord Nelson, Cap-
tain Maham, quoting from Colonel Stew-
art, gives the following description:
“When the signal from the London, No.
39, was made the signal lieutenant re-
ported it to him. He continued his walk,
and did not appear to take notice of it.
The lieutenant, meeting his lordship at
the next turn, asked whether he should
repeat it (by which, if done, the squadren
engaged would retire to the mnorthward).
L f)xd Nelson answered, ‘No;acknowledge
it.’. On the officer returning to the poop,
his lordship ealled after him, ‘Is No. 16
(for close ac¢tion) still hoisted?’ The lieu-
tenant answering in the affirmative, Lord
Nelson said, ‘Mind you keep it se.” He
now walked the deck considerably agitat-
ad, which was always known by his mov-
ing the stump of his right arm. After a
turn or two he said to me in a quick
manner, ‘Do you know what's shown on
board the commander-in-chief—No. 897
On asking what that meant, he answer-
ed, ‘Why, to leave off action. Leave off
action,’ he repeated; and then added with
a shrug, ‘Now, damn me if I do!’ He
also observed, I believe, to Captain Foley,
‘You know, Foley, I have only one eye
—1I have a right to be blind sometimes;’
and then, with an archness peculiar to
his character, putting the glass to his
blind eye, he exclaimed, ‘I reﬂlly do not
see the signal.”

Professor Laughton, whose
on matters relating to Nelson
to that of no one, living, has lately told
us in his “‘Life of Nelson’’ that this lit-
tlo display was but a joke, Nelson ha\'mg
received a message from Parker that he
was to use his own discretion as to obey-
ing the signal. If so, it is not improbable
that he had in view the effect of his
manner upen the many bystanders whe
must have witnessed the seene in the
mudst of a yet doubtful and desperate
hattle. It is the converse of the outward
bearing - which he reprehended in the
lieutenant. The moral effect of such self-
possession is indescribable. The Mon-
arch’s midshipman already quoted speaks
thus of a wounded and disabled officer
on board of her: *“When the carnage was
greatest he emcouraged his men by ap-
plauding their conduct and frequently
began a htizza, which is of more import-
ance than might generally be imagined;
for the men have no other communica-
tion througheut the but when a
shont is set up it runs from deck to deck,
and they know that their comrades are,
some of them, allve and in good spirits.’’

Ag Parker's messenger, Captain Otway,
did not reach Nelson until after the sig-
nal, was hoisted, it is possible the scene
witnessed by Stewart occurred before
Nelson knew Parker’s purpose. Parker's
private secretary, who afterward served
in the same capacity with Nelson for two
years, has also affirmed that there was a
previous understanding betsveen the twa
admirals. The mafier is
quence than ‘mpeurs', for the
merit of Lord Nelson was
garding of the signal,
judgment and tenacity
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Turtle Soup Made Him.
rtle soup for sale was

the last and the early years of the press

ent century. He was not only a purveyor, |

but a dramatist, author, a colonel of

militia and finally lord mayor of London. |

Birch inherited the business from his
father, who was a confectioner, or pastry
The son much enlarged the scope
of the business and added to it the mak-
ing cf turtle soup of such superior excel-
lence that all the famous bons vivants of
London met at his establishment to en-
joy the concootion. He did not
cel in this dish. ¥Fe was also noted for
the quality of is venison as well as tha$
of numerous other aliments which
supplied. The principal gttraction, how-
ever,
paniment of lexmon, c
toasted bread.
After his appointment as colonel of a
militia regiment, in allusion to his mU—
ing, he was known as ‘ rshal Tureen.
This sobriquet he took in good part. He
retorted,however, upon one of his offlcers,
who was a dealer in corn and flour by
conferring on- him the nickname of
‘*Marshal Sacks.’”’ Birch rose successively
from common councilor and alderman to
lord mayor of London. During his tenure
of office the' turtle soup served at the
Mansion House gave his b;mq 1ets a vogue
that aroused fierce competition to securs

cook.

cayenis pepper

1 s :
mince | invitations.

His fame as dramatist and author lin-
gered for a considerable period after his
death. The inscription that he wrote for
a statue of George III. in the council
chamber, Guildball, will recagll him to
generations to whom he would otherwise
be unknown. His daughter was the wife
of the French post Lamartine. Probably
England has not predticed another man
whe, from the hnmble position of makes
of turtle soup, has attained to so
distinetion - in so many other
life.—New York Sumn,

wmiuch
walks of

Irish Nelly's Adventure.

One of the ladies in waiting on Queen
Victoria, in- a letter to a friend, told a
Jueen’s kindness anmd {aos,
During her stay at Osborne QCastle an
| Irisk nurse came with her littls charges,
| the children of the Duke of B., to visit
{ the children of the Princess of Batten-
beérg. While the party were at tea in the

Jdng.

and said,

“The children do credit to your care of
them."’
On this Nelly fell upon hér knees in a
frenzy of embarrassment, ecrying out:
“Yer, O Queen! No, O Queen!” bend-
ing her head with each sentence. ‘‘It's
from County Cork 1 came, an’ little doss

! me father know I do be acquainted this
| day wid the great Queen of the

world. "’

shrieks of
checking the
smile which rose te her ewn lips, shook
bér head at them, gently bade the woman
rise and sent her upon an ervand until
she could reeover her wits,

The ochildren burst into

The Von Payer Expedition.

The south polar expeuition that has’
been under preparation for a comsiderable
time by German and Austrian seientisis

will be commanded by J. von Payer. It
will be preceded By a prdlm*nary expedi-
tion from Melbourne, which - will start
next suhmer, and spend the winter in
Victoria Land. Ven Payer will not ae-
company vhis, bat will set out with the
main expedition.

Tobacco seeds are go small that a
thimbleful will furnish plants for an
gcre of ground, .
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BARGAINS

In Boys

Youths' and Poys® 0dd Vests
Small Men's 0dd Coats, $1 each,
Boys’ Ulsters at cost,

Hen's Overcoats at eost

Big Reductions in Underwear.

126 DUNDAS STREET.
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25¢ each

Magazines,
Periodicals,
Novels, etc,

John Mills,

Richmond Street.
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ST. LEON MINERAL WATER

THE SOVEREICN REMEDY.

Feed the nerves upon their proper food—
4 rich pure blood.
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| Scranton Coal

burns without clinkers; burns to ashes;
gives most heat. If you are not using
it now give usa trial order. Prompt
delivery.
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260 Richmond Street.
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Pethick & McDonald, Westman’s Hardware.

111 Dundas Street.




